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TO THE 

RIGHT honourable: 

AND 

Right Reverend Father in God 

NATHANAEL 

Lord Bifhop of D V R H A M , 

Clerk of the Clofet, 

And one of His Majest y V moft Honourable 
P R I V Y-C OHNCIL. 



My Lord, 

|H A T I once more prefume to 
give your Lordfhip the trouble of 
iuch an Addrels , is not from any 
confidence I have in the value of 
thefe Papery j but partly becaufe I 
well know, that your Lordfhip’s 
candor and chanty will be ready to pardon the 
faults, and to cover the weakneffes of the Under ¬ 
taking, partly becaufe I thought it very reafonable 
and decorous, there to offer the Remaining Portions , 
where I had conlecrated the Firft-Fruits. 

My Lord, 

You will here meet with Perforis of your owii 
Quality and Order, Men Great and Venerable, 

whofe 
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whole excellent Learning and exemplary Lives , 
whole Piety and Patience, Zeal and Charity, Sobri¬ 
ety and Contempt of the World, rendred them die 
honour of their Times, and recommended them as 
incomparable Examples to Pofterity. We may 
here lee in more inftances than one, the Epifcopal 
Order immediately deriving it felf from Sfoflolic 
hands: whereof,were not fome men ftrangely biafled 
by Paffion and Prejudice, there could be no lhadow 
of dilpute. For he that can read the Lives of 77- 
mothy and Titus, of Ignatius , Polyc#r]>, &c, and yet 
fancy them to have been pp more than meer Parilh- 
Priefts, that only fuperintended a little Congregati¬ 
on, muft needs betray either prodigious Ignorance, or 
unreafonable Partiality. Here alfo we may find what 
a mighty Reverence thefe Firftand Better Ages had 
for the Governours of the Church, and the Guides 
of Souls ; no refpe&s being then thought great 
enough. W herein they aided agreeably not only to 
the Rules of Chriftianity, but to the common lenle 
of mankind. And indeed with what Honours and 
Dignities, what Rights and Revenues, what Privi¬ 
leges and Immunities the Sacred Funtfion has been in¬ 
verted in all Ages and Nations, as well the rude and 
barbarous, as the more polite and civilized Coun¬ 
treys, I could abundantly Ihew, were it as proper 
to this place, as it is neceflary to the Age we five in. 
For we are fallen into the worfl: of Times, wherein 
men have been taught, by bad Principles and worle 
Pradices, to delpile the holy Order, and to level it 
with the meaneft of the People. And this is done 
not only by profeft Enemies ( for then we could hare 
bom it J but by pretended friends, who feem to 

have 
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have a high zeal for Religion and themfelves. By 
which means the hands of evil men have been 
ftrengthened, and the defigns of thole fufficiently 
gratified, who ’tis like would rejoice at the ruine of 
us both. I confels that the Perfons and Credit of 
the Regular Clergy lhould by fome men be treated 
with Contempt and Scorn , is the lels to be won- 
dred at, when Religion it felf is riot fecure from the 
rude and bold railleries of fome, and the ferious at¬ 
tempts of others, who gravely defign to banilh the 
awe of Religion, and the impreflions of whatever is 
Divine and Sacred out of the minds of men. 

But, My Lord, It is not my defign to entertain 
your Lordlhip with an invedive againft the Iniquity 
of the Times. I had rather lilently bewail them, 
and heartily pray for their reformation, that the beft 
of Churches may profper and flourifti under the beft 
of Princes. May Her Peace and Order be prefer- 
ved inviolable, her Liturgy and Divine Offices uni- 
verlally complied with. Her Solemn Aflemblies duly 
frequented. Her Canons and Conftitutions obfer- 
ved and pra&ifed! May Her Triejls be cloathed with 
Righteoujnefs, and able by found DoUrine both to Ex¬ 
hort and to Convince Gainjayersl May they be labo¬ 
rious in their Minifteries, and be very highly efleemed 
in love, at leaft for their relation to God and their 
Worlds fafy! May Her Governours diligently foper- 
intend the Flocl^ of God, and they that rule well, be 
accounted worthy of double Honour! In which number 
may your Lordfhip lhare a double portion ! May 
you fill up all the meafores of a wife and able Coun- 
fellour in the State, and of a faithful and vigilant 
Governour in the Church! To all which great and 
\ holy 
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holy ends, if the following Papers ( wherein thefe 
things are reprefented in lively inftances) may be; 
capable of contributing any affiftance , and in the 
lead meafare ferviceable toretrive the Primitive tem¬ 
per and fpirit of Religion, it will be thought an in¬ 
valuable compenlation of the mean endeavours of, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordlhip’s faithful 
and affectionate Servant, 

WILLIAM CAVE : 


TO 


TO THE 


READER, 


T is not the lead argument for the fpiritual 
and incorporeal Nature of humane Souls, 
and that they are atted by a higher princb 
pie than rtieer Matter and Motion , their 
boundlefs and inquifitive refearches after 
knowledge. Our minds naturally grafp at a 
kind of Omnilciency, and not content with 
the fpeculations of this or that particular Science, hunt over 
the whole courfe of Nature; nor are they fatisfied with the 
prefent date of things, but pur fue the notices of former Ages, 
and are defirous to comprehend whatever tranfa&ions have 
been fince Time it (elf had a Being. We endeavour to ntake 
up the fhortnefs of our lives by the extent of our knowledge ; 
and becaufe we cannot fee forwards and fpy what lies con¬ 
cealed in the Womb of Futurity, we look back, and eagerly 
trace the Footdeps of thofe Times that went before us. In¬ 
deed to be ignorant of what happened before we our (elves 
came into the World, is (as Cicero truly obferves) to be al- j„ Oratore 
ways Children, and to deprive our delves of what would at 268 * 


once entertain our minds with the highed pleafure, and add 
the greated authority and advantage to us. The knowledge 
of Antiquity, befides that it gratifies one of our nobled cu- 
riofities, improves our minds by the wifdorn of preceding 
Ages, acquaints us with the mod remarkable occurrences of 
the Divine Providence , and prefents us wich the mod apt 
and proper rules and indances that may form us to a life of A 
true Philofophy and vertue ; Hidory ( fays Thucydides) being J a /; c . m- 
nothing elle but QitoavtpU c« Trctzp.S'tiypA'rm, ‘Philosophy drawn from & K h* v 
Examples : the one is a more grofi and popular Philofophy, the TomV* 
other a more fubtle and refined Hidory. 

Thefe confiderations, together with a defire to perpetuate 
the memory of brave and great a< 5 tions, gave birth to Hido¬ 
ry, and obliged mankind to tranfmit the more oblervable 


pafTages both of their own and foregoing Times to the no¬ 
tice of Poderity. The fird in this kind was Mofes , the great 
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Prince and Legiflator of the JewiJh Nation, who from the 
Creation of the World conveyed down the Records of a- 
bove MMDL. years ; the fame courfe being more or lefs 
continued through all the periods of the jcwijl? State. A- 
mong the ’Babylonians they had theit public Archives , which 
were tranfcribed by Berojus the Pried of Beltis, who compo- 
fed the Chaldean Hidory. The Egyptians were wont to re- 
cord their memorable Adis upon Pillars in Hieroglyphic 
notes and facred Characters, fird begun (as they pretend ) 
by Thouth , or the fird of their Mercuries ; out of which 
Manethos their Chief Pried colledted his three Books of Egy¬ 
ptian Vynajlies , which he dedicated to Btolomy Bhiladelphus , 
lecond of that line. The Phoenician Hidory was fird attemp¬ 
ted by Sanchoniathon, digeded partly out of the Annals of Ci¬ 
ties, partly out of the Books kept in the Temple, and commu¬ 
nicated to him by Jerombaal Pried of the God Joa : this he 
dedicated to Abibalus King of Berytus, which Bhilo Byblius 
about the time of the Emperour Adrian tranflated into Greek . 
The Greeks boad of the Antiquity of Qadmus, Archilochus , and 
many others , though the mod ancient of their Hidorians 
now extant, are Herodotus, Thucydides, and Xenophon. Among 
the Bonians the foundations of Hidory were laid in Annals , 
the public ACts of every year being made up by the Bontifex 
Maximus, who kept them at his own houfe, that the people 
upon any emergency might refort to them for (atisfaClion. 
Thefe were the Annales Maximi, and afforded excellent ma¬ 
terials to thofe who afterwards wrote the Hidory of that 
great and powerful Commonwealth. 

But that which of all other challenges the greated regard 
both as it more immediately concerns the prelent enquiry, 
and as it contains accounts of things relating toourbiggeft 
intereds, is the Hidory of the Church. For herein, as in a 
Glafs, we have the true face of the Church in its feveral Ages 
reprelented to us. Here we find with what infinite care thofe 
Divine Records, which are the great indruments of our eter¬ 
nal happinefs, have through the feveral periods of time been 
conveyed down to us ; with what a mighty fuccefs Religion 
has triumphed over the greated oppofitions, and fpread its 
Banners in the remoted corners of the World. With how in¬ 
comparable a zeal good Men have coni ended carneftly for that 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints ; with what a bitter 

and 
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and implacable fury the Enemies of Religion have fee upon 
it, and how fignally the Divine Providence has appeared in 
ns prefervation, and returned the mifchicf upon their own 
heads. Here we fee the conftant fucceflionof Bifliops and 
the Mimflers of Religion in their feveral ftations, the vlori- 
om comp,my of the Apoftles, the goodly fdlowfblp of the Prophets 
the noble Army of Martyrs , who with the raoft cl,earful and 
compoled minds have gone to Heaven through the acuteft 
torments. In fliort, we have here the moll admirable exam¬ 
ples of a divine and religious Life, of a real and unfeigned 
Piety afincereand univerlal Charity, a ftrift Temperance 
and Sobriety and unconquerable Patience and Submiffion 
clearly reprefented to us. And the higher we go, the more il- 
luftrious are the inftances of Piety and Vertue. For however 
later Ages may have improved in knowledge, Experience 
daily making new additions to Arts and Sciences, yet former 
Times were moft eminent for thepradice and vertues of a 
holy lire. 1 he Divine Laws while newly publifhed, had a 
ftronger influence upon the minds »f Men, and the Spirit of 
Religion was more adive and vigorous, till Men by degrees 
began to be debauched into that impiety and prophanenefs, 
that in tilde lalt Times has over-run the World. 

It were altogether needlefs and improper'for me toconfi- 
dcr what Records there are of the (late ofthe Church before 
our Saviours Incarnation : it is fufficient to my purpofe to en- 
quire by wha t hands the firfl affairs of the Chrillian Church 
have been tranfmitted to us. As for the Life and Death the 
Adaons and Miracles of our Saviour, andfomeof the firfl 
Apoflles, they are fully reprefented by the Evan¬ 
gelical Hidorians. Indeed immediately after them we meet 
with nothing of this nature the Apoftles and their immedi¬ 
ate SuccefTors ( as Eufebms obferves) not being at leifure to H.EaU.y 
wnte many Books, as being imployed in Minifleries greater 
and more immediately ferviceable to the World. The firfl 
that engaged in this way, was Hegefeppm, an ancient and Apoflo- 

Itc Man ( as he in Photuis lilies him ) an Hebrew by defeent, and at >3*. 
bom (as is probable )i nPalefin. He flourished principally in aL 
the leign of M. Aurelius, and came to Pome in the time of A- 
where he refided till the time of Elemlvrius. He wrote 
five Books of Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, which he Ailed, Commen¬ 
taries of the Ads ofthe Church, wherein in a plain and farni- 

liar 
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liar ftile He defcribed the Apoftles Travels and Preachings, 
the remarkable paflfages oF the Church , the feveral Schifms, 
Herefies, and Perlecutions that infefted it from our Lord’s 
death till his own time. But thefe, alas, are long fince loft. The 
next that fucceeded in this Province, though the firft that 
reduced it to any exS&nefs and perfe<ftion, was Etj'ebius. He 
was born in Takftin , about the later times of the Emperour 
(jaflienus , ordained Presbyter by Agapius Bifhop of Cxfarea, 
who fuffering about the end of the Dioclejtan Perfecution, 
Eujebius fucceeded in his See. A Man of incomparable parts . 
and learning, and of no lefs induftryand diligence in fearch- 
ing out the Records and Antiquities of the Church. After 
feveral other Volumes in defence of the Chriftian Caufe a- 
gainfl the aflaults both of the Jews and Gentiles , he let him- 
lelf to write an Ecclefiaftical Hiftory , wherein he defigned (as 
himfelF tells us) to recount from the birch of our Lord till 
his time the mod memorable Tranfa&ions of the Church, 
the Apoftolical fucceffions, the firft Preachers and Planters of 
the Gofpel, the Bifliops that prefided in the moft eminent 
Sees, the moft noted Errours and Herefies, the calamities that 
befel the jewijh ftate, the attempts and Perfecutions made 
againftthe Chriftians by the Powers of the World, the tor¬ 
ments and fufferings of the Martyrs, and the blefled and hap¬ 
py period that was put to them by the conVerfion of Conftan- 
tine the Great. All this accordingly, hedigefted in Ten Books, 
which he compofed in the declining part of his life, and ( as Va- 
lefius con je&ures ) fome years after the Council of Nice , tho 
when not long before he exprefly affirms that Hiftory to 
have been written before the Nicene Synod; how lie can here¬ 
in be excufed from a palpable contradiction, I cannot ima¬ 
gine. Tis true Eufebins takes no notice of that Council, but 
that might be partly becaufe he defigned to end in that joy¬ 
ful and profperons Scene of things, which Qonftantine reftored 
to the Church ( as he himfclf plainly intimates in the begin¬ 
ning of his Hiftory,) which he was not willing to difeompofe 
with the controverfies and contentions of that Synod, accor¬ 
ding to the humour of all Hiftorians,. who delight to fhut up 
their Hiftories with fome happy and fuccefsful period ; and 
partly becaufe he intended to give fome account of the affairs of 
that Council in his Book of the Life of Conftantine the Great . 

The Materials wherewith he was furnifhed for this great 

under- 


undertaking ( which he complains were very Email and in- 
con fiderable ) were, befidcs Hegeftppns his (Commentaries then 
extant, Africans his Chronology , the Books and Writings of fe- 
■veral Fathers, the Records of particular Cities, Ecclefiaftical 
Epifttes written by the Bifliops of thofe Times, and kept in 
the Archives of their feveral Churches, efpecially that fa¬ 
mous Library at JeruJalem , erected by Alexander Bifhop of 
that place, but chiefly the Adis of the Martyrs, which in thofe 
times Were taken at large with great care and accuracy. 
Thefe, at leafta great many of them, Eufebins collected into 
orte Volume, Under the Tide of Mccprupluv Xtwxycoyi}, A 

Collection of the Ancient Martyrdoms ; which he refers to at eve¬ 
ry turn ; befides a particular Narrative which he wrote 
( (fill extant as an Appendage to the Eighth Book of his 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ) concerning tlx Martyrs that fuffered in Pa* 
leftin. A great part of thefe Adis by the negligence and un- 
faithfulnefs of fucceeding Times, were interpolated and cor¬ 
rupted, efpecially in the darker and more undifeerning Ages, 
when Superftition had overfpread the Church, and when I- 
gnorance and Intereft confpired to fill the World with idle and 
improbable Stories, and men took what liberty they pleafed 
in venting the iflue of their own Brains, infomuch that fome 
'of the more Wife and moderate, even of the (Roman Com¬ 
munion, have complained, not without a juft refentment and 
indignation, That Laertius has written the Lives of Philofo- 
phers with more truth and chaftnefs, than many have done 
the Lives of the Saints. Upon this account a great and gene¬ 
ral out-try has been made againft Simeon Metaphraftes , as the 
Father of incredible Legends , and one that has notorioufly 
impofed upon the World by the moft fabulous reports. Nay, 
fome, to refledt the more difgrace upon him, have reprefented 
him as a petty Schoolmafter. A charge, in my mind, rafll 
and incohfiderate, and in a great meafure groundlefs and un¬ 
charitable. He Was a perfon of very confiderable birth and 
fortunes, advanced to the higheft Honours and Offices , 
one of thb ( Trimier Minifies oF State, and, as is probable. 
Great Chancellor to the Errtperour of Conftantino'de ; learned and 
eloquent above the common ftandard , and who by the per- 
fuafions, not only of fome great ones of that time (he flou- 
riflhed under Leo the Wife about the Year DCCCC. but prin¬ 
cipally wrote under the reign of his fueeeffor) but of the Em- 
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To the Reader; 


perour himfelf was prevailed with to reduce the Lives of the 
Saints in order. To which end by his own infinite labour, and 
the no lefs expences of the Emperour , he ranfacked the Li¬ 
braries of the Empire, till he had amaffed a vaft heap of Vo¬ 
lumes. The more ancient Ads he paffed without any con- 
fiderable alteration, more than the correding them by a col¬ 
lation of feveral Copies , and the enlarging fome circum- 
ftances to render them more plain and eafie , as appears by 
comparing fome that are extant at this day. Where Lives 
were confufed and immethodical, or written in a ftile rude 
and barbarous, he digefted the hiftory into order, and clothed 
it in more polite and elegant language. Others that were 
defedive in neither, he left as they were, and gave them place 
amongft his own. So that 1 fee no reafon for fo fevere a 
cenfure, unlels it were evident, that he took his accounts of 
things not from Writings of thofe that had gone before him, 
but forged them of his own head. Not to fay that things 
have been made much worfe by Tranflations , feldom ap¬ 
pearing in any but the drefs of the Latine Church, and that 
many Lives are laid at his door, of which he never was the 
Father, it being ufual with fome, when they met with the 
Life of a Saint, the Author whereof they knew not, prcfently 
to fallen it upon Metapbra/ies. But to return to Eujebius , from 
whom we have digreffed. 

His Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, the almoft only remaining Re¬ 
cords of the ancient Church, deferves a juft efteem and vene¬ 
ration, without which thofe very fragments of Antiquity had 
been loft, which by this means have efcaped the common 
Shipwrack. And indeed S. Hierom , Nicephorus , and the reft 
do not only build upon his foundation, but almoft entirely 
derive their materials from him. As for Socrates , Solomon, 
Tbcodoret, and the later Hiftorians, they relate to Times, with¬ 
out the limits of my prefent bufinefs, generally conveying 
down little more than the Hiftory of their own Times, the 
Church-Hiftory of thofe more early Ages being either quite 
neglefted, or very negligently managed. The firft that to 
any pui pofe broke the ice after the Reformation, were the 
Centurtators of Magdeburgh, a combination of learned and in- 
duftrious Men , the chief of whom were John Wigandus 
Mattb. Judex, ' 3 aftlms Faber , Andreas CorYmus , but efpecially 
Matth. Flaccius lllyricus , who was the very Soul of the under¬ 
taking. 
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taking. They fet themfelves to traverfe the Writings of the 
Fathers, and all the ancient Monuments of the Church, col¬ 
lecting whatever made to their purpofe, which with indefa¬ 
tigable pains they digefted into an Ecclefiaftic Hiftory. This 
they divided into Qcnturies , and each Century into fifteen 
Chapters, into each of which, as into its proper Claflis and 
Repofitory, they reduced whatever concerned the propaga¬ 
tion of Religion, the Peace or Perfecutions of the Chriftians, 
the Do6trines of the Church, and the Herefies that arofe in 
it, the Rites and Ceremonies, the Government, Schifms , 
Councils, Bifhops, and pcrfons noted either for Religion or 
Learning, Hereticks, Martyrs, Miracles, the ftate of the Jews , 
the Religion of them that were without , and the political revo¬ 
lutions of that Age. A method accurate and ufeful, and 
which adminifters to a very diftinft and particular under- 
ftanding the affairs of the Church. The four firft Centuries 
were finifhed in the City of Magdebtirgb , the reft elfewhere. 

A work of prodigious diligence and fingular life. True it is, 
that it labours under fome faults and imperfections, and is 
chargeable with confiderable ertours and miftakes. And no 
wonder: for befides that, the Perfons themfelves may be fup- 
pofed to have been fometimes betraid into an depict dvdoten 
by the heats and contentions of thole Times, it was the firft 
attempt in this kind, and which never paffed the emendati¬ 
ons of a fecond review; an undertaking vaft and diffufive, 
and engaged in, while Books were yet more fcarce and lefs 
correct. Accordingly they modeftly enough confefs , that p 
they rather attempted a delineation of Church-Hiftory, 
than one that was compleat and ablolute, defiring only to elr f- P r «- 
minifter opportunity to thofe, who were able and willing to ^ x,CtnUt 
furnifli out one more intire and perfect. And yet take it with 
all the faults and difad vantages that can be charged upon it, and 
they bear no proportion to the ufefulnels and excellency of the 
thing it felf. 

No fooner did this Work come abroad, but it made a 
loud noife and buftle at Gtyme , as wherein the corruptions 
and innovations of that Church were fufticiently expofed 
and laid open to the World. Accordingly it was neceffary 
that an Antidote Oiould be provided againft it. For which 
purpofe Thilip Nereus ( who had lately founded the Oratorian 
Order at <%ome) commands 3 aronius , then a very young Man, 

f i* and 
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and newly entred into the ('mgregation , to undertake it , 
and in order thereunto, daily to read nothing but Ecclefia- 
ftical Le&uresin the Oratory. This courfe he held for thirty 
• years together, feven feveral times going over the Hiftory 
of the Church. Thus trained up, and abundantly furnifhed 
with fit materials, he lets upon the Work itlelf, which he 
difpofed by way of Annals , comprifing the affairs of the 
whole Chriftian World in the orderly feries and fucceffi- 
on of every year. A method much more Natural and Hi- 
llorical than that of the Centuries . A noble defign, and which 
it were injuflice to defraud of its due praife and commenda¬ 
tion, as wherein befides whatever occurrences that concern 
the (late of the Church, reduced (as far as his skill in Chro¬ 
nology could enable him ) under their proper periods, he has 
brought to light many paffages of the Ancients, not known 
before, peculiarly advantaged herein by the many noble Li¬ 
braries that are at (Rome. A Monument of Incredible pains 
and labour, as which befides the difficulties of the thing it 
(elf, was entirely carried on by his (ingle endeavours, and 
written all with his own hand, and that too in the midft of 
infinite avocations, the dift rations of a Parifh Cure, the 
private affairs of his own Oratory, Preaching, hearing Con- 
feffions, writing other Books, not to mention the many trou- 
blefom, though honourable Offices and Imployments, which 
in the courfe of the Work were heaped upon him. In fhort, 
a Work it was by which he had infinitely more obliged the 
World, than can be well expreffed, had he managed it with 
as much faithfulnefs and impartiality as he has done with 
learning and induflry. But alas, too evident it is, that he de- 
figned not fo much the advancement of Truth, as the honour 
and intereft of a Caufe, and therefore drew the face of the 
ancient Church, not as Antiquity truly reprefents it, but ac¬ 
cording to the prefent form and complexion of the Church 
of (Jtyme, forcing every thing to look that way, to juftifie the 
- traditions and practices, and to exalt the fuper-eminent pow- 
*Ep>fi.Ded. erand grandeur of that Church, making both the Scepter and 
aASixt.v. the Crofier (loop to the Triple Crown. This is that that runs 
^luprrfx " almoft through every page, and indeed both he * him felf, 
f Hicr.Bar. an d the \ Writer of his Life , more than once, exprefly af- 
/Tc. fi rms > t ^ iat his defign was to defend the Traditions, and to 
18.M0.C. preferve the Dignity of that Church againftthe late Inno- 
19 43 » yators. 
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vators , and the labours of the Magdeburgenfian Qenturiatws , 
and that the oppofing of them was the occafion of that Work. 
So fatally does partiality and the intereft of a Caufe ipojl the 
moft brave and generous Undertakings. 

What has been hitherto Prefaced, the Reader, I hope, will 
not cenfure as an unprofitable digreflion, nor think it altoge¬ 
ther unfutable to the prefent Work, whereof "tis like he will 
expeft fome fhort account. Being fome time fince engaged, 

I know not how, in fearching after the Antiquities of the Apo- 
jlolic Age, I was then ftrongly importuned to have carried on 
the defign for fome of the fucceeding Ages. This I then 
wholly laid afide, without any further thoughts of re-aflii* 
ming it. For experience had made me fufficiently fenfible of 
the difficulty of the thing, and I well forefaw how almoft im- 
poffible it was to be managed to any tolerable fatisfa&ion; 
fo fmall and inconfiderable , fo broken and imperfe& are the 
accounts that are left us of thofe early times. Notwithstand¬ 
ing which, I have once more fuffered my felf to be engaged 
in it, and have endeavoured to hunt out, and gather together 
thofe Ruines of Primitive Story that yet remain, that I might 
do what honour I was able to the memory of thofe brave 
and worthy Mem who were fo inftrumental to plant Chrifti- 
anity in the World, to feal it with their Blood, and to oblige 
Pofterity by thofe excellent Monuments of Learning and 
Piety which they left behind them. I have bounded my ac¬ 
count within the firft three hundred Years, notwithftanding 
the barrennefs and obfeurity of thofe Ages of the Church. 
Had I confulted my own eafe or credit, I fhould have com¬ 
menced my defign from that time which is the period of my 
prefent undertaking, Vt the following Speculum, when Chri- 
ftianity became the Religion of the Empire, and the Records 
of the Church furmfli us with large and plentiful materials 
for fuch a Work. But I confefs my humour and inclination 
led me to the firft and beft Ages of Religion, the Memoires 
whereof I have picked up, and thereby enabled my felf co 
draw the lineaments of as many of thofe Apoftolical perfbns, 
as concerning whom I could retrive any confiderabje no¬ 
tices and accounts of things. With what luccefs, the Reader 
muft judge: with whom what entertainment it will find, I 
know not, nor am I much follicicous. I have done what I 
could, and am not confcious to my felf, that I have been 
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wanting in any point either of Fidelity or Care. If there be 
fewer perfons here defcribed than the fpace of almoft three 
hundred Years may feem to promife, and lefs laid concern¬ 
ing fome of them than the Reader does expert; he will I pre¬ 
fume be more juft and charitable, than to charge it upon me, 
but rather impute it to the unhappy fate of fo many ancient 
Records as have been loft through the carelefthels and tin- 
faithfulnefs of fucceeding Times. As far as my mean abilities 
do reach, and the nature of the thing will admit, I have em 
deavoured the Readers fatisfa&ion; and though I pretend 
not to prelent him an exatft Church-Hiftory of thole Times, 
yet I think I may without vanity aftlire him, that there is fcarce 
any material palfage of Church-Antiquity, of which in fome of 
thele Lives he will not find a competent and realonable account. 
Nor is the Hiftory of thofe Ages maimed and lame only in its 
main limbs and parts, but ( what i&gr’eatly'to be bewailed ) pur¬ 
blind and defective in its eyes, ^neany .confufed and uncertain 
in point of Chronology. The gteateft part of what we have 
is from Eufebius, in whole account of Times fome things are 
falle, more uncertain, and the whole the worle for palfing 
through other hands after his. Indeed next to the recovering 
the loft portions of Antiquity, 1 know nothitjg would be more 
acceptable, than the fetting right the disjointed Frame of thofe 
times : a Cure, which we hope for fhortly from a very able hand. 
In the mean time for my own part, and fo far as may be ufeful 
to the purpofesof the following Papers, I have by thebeft mea- 
fures 1 could take in fome haft, drawn up a Chronology of thefe 
three Ages, which though it pretends not to the utmoft ex- 
adlnefs and accuracy that is due to a matter of this nature, yet 
it will ferve however to give a quick and prefent profpe< 5 t of 
things, andtofliew the connexure and concurrence of Ec- 
clefiaftical Affairs with the Times of the Ionian Empire. So far 
as I follow EuJebitUy I principally rely upon the accounts given 
in his Hiftory, which being written after his Cbromcon , may be 
fuppoled the ilfueofhismoreexa&refearches, and to have paf- 
fed the judgment of his riper and more confidering thoughts. 
And perhaps the Reader will fay ( and I confefs I am fomewhat 
of his mind) had I obferved the lame rule towards thefe Papers, 
he had never been troubled with them. But that is too late 
now to be recalled j and ’cis folly to bewail what is impoffible 
to be remedied. 
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Heretics. Marcion who, and what his Principles, [uftinh ftrjl Apo- 
logy to the Ernper ours, and t he defign of it. Antoninus his Later to the 
Common-Council of Afia in favour of the Chrijlians. Thisfhewed not to be 

the Edict 0/Marcus Antoninus. JuftinV journey into the half, and con¬ 
ference with Trypho the Jew. Tryphon^. The malice of the [evvs 
againfl the Chrijlians. Juflmh return to Rome. His comejls with 
Crelcens the Philof pher. Crefcens his temper and Principles. [ tiftrinV 

jecond Apology. To whom prefented. The occafion of it. M. Antoninus 
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bis temper. Juftin fore-tclls his own fate. The Acts of his Martyrdom. 
His an uignment before Rufticus Prefect of Rome. Rufticus who. The 
ore at honours done him by the Emperour. J lifting dt/courfe with the 
Pr^fett. His freedom and courage. His fentence and execution. The 
time of his death. His great Piety , Charity, Impartiality , &c. His 
natural parts and excellent learning. His unskilfulnefs in the Hebrew 
Language noted. A late Author cenfured. His Writings. The Epijlle 
to Diognetus. Diognetus, who. His file and char alter. The unwan 
rant able opinions he is charged with. His indulgence to Heathens. 

Koyv (Ziw f what. Aoy(& in what fenfeufed by the ancient Fathers. How 
applied to Chrift, how to Reafon. His opinion concerning Chiliafm. The 
concurrence of the Ancients with him herein. This by whom fir ft ftar- 
ted\ by whqm corrupted. Concerning the ft ate of the Soul after this life. 
The doc tribe of the Ancients in this matter. His ajfertion concerning 
Angels, maintained by moft of the firft Fathers. The original of it. 
Their opinion concerning Free-will /hewed not to be oppofed by them to the 
Grace of God. What influence Juftinj Philofophic education had upon his 
opinions. His Writings enumerated. Pag. 1 $9. 


The Life of S. IREN^US Bifhop of Lyons. 

His Countrey enquired into. His Philofophical Studies. His inftitntion by 
Papias. Papias, who. His education under S. Polycarp. His coming 
into France, and being made Presbyter of Lyons. Pothinus who ; how 
and by whom fent into France. The grievous Perfection there under 
M. Aurelius. The Letters of the Martyrs to the Bi/hop of Rome. Pope 
Eleuthei ius^tf/A)' of Montanifm. Irenaeus fent to Rome. His writing 
againft Florinus and Blaftus. The Martyrdom of Pothinns Bifljop of 
Lyons, and the cruelty exercifed towards him. Irenaeus fucceeds. His 
great diligence in his charge. His oppofition of Heretics. The Synods 
faid to have been held under him to that ptirpofe. The Gnoftic Herefies 
fpread in France. Their monftrous Villanies. His confutation of them 
by word and writing. Variety of Setts and Divifions objec ted by the Hea¬ 
thens againft Chriftianity. This largely anfwered by Clemens of Alexan¬ 
dria. Pope V i£for\r receiving the controverfie about Eafter. The cvntefts 
between him and t he Afiatics. Several Synods to determine this matter. 
Irenaeus his moderate interpofal. His Synodical Epijlle to Vi&or. The 
Persecution under Severus. Its rage about Lyons. Irenaeus his Mar¬ 
tyrdom and place of Burial. His \Vertices. His induftrious and elabo¬ 
rate confutation of the Gnoftics. His ftile and phrafe. Photius his 
cenfure of hi Works. His error concerning Chrift?s Age. Miraculous 
gifts andpowers common in his time. His Writings. Pag. 161. 
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The Life of S.f HEOPHILUS Bifhop of Antioch. 

The great obfeurity of his Originals. His learned and ingenuous Educationy 
and natural parts. An account of his converpon to Chriftianity, and the 
reafons inducing him thereunto, colletted out of his own Writings. His 
ferupting the Dottrine of the Refurrettion. The great difficulty of enter¬ 
taining that Principle. SynefiUs his cafe. Theophilus his conquering 
this objettion. His great fatisfattion in the Chrift tan Religion. Hisele - 
(lion to the Bijboprick of Antioch. His defire to convert Autolyeus. 
Autolycus, who. His mighty prejudice againft Chriftianity. Theophi¬ 
lus his undertaking him, and his free and impartial debating the cafe with 
him. His excellent manage of the controverfie. His vigorous oppoftng 
the Herefies of thofe times. His Books againft Marcion and Hermogenes. 
His death and the time of it. S. Hierom’x Charatterof his Works . His 

Writings. Pag. 173. 


The Life of S. M E LI T O Bifhop of Sardis. 

His Countrcy and birth-place. His excellent Parts and Learning. His 
bcin? made Bi/hop of Sardis. His ccelibacy. His Prophetic gifts. The 
Perfection under Marcus Aurelius. Melito his Apology for the Chi¬ 
lians. A fragment of it cited out o/’Eufebius. The great advantages of 
Chriftianity to the Empire. His endeavour to compofe the Pafchai Con¬ 
troverfie. His Book concerning that Subjett. His journey to Jerufa- 
lem to fearch what Books of the Old Teftament were received by that 
Church. The Copy of his Letter to his Brother Onefimus concerning the 
Canon of the Old Teftament. What Books admitted by the ancient Church. 
Solomon* Proverbs (Hied by the Ancients the Book of Wifdom. His 
death and burial. The great variety of his Works. Vnjuftlyfufpetted 
of dangerous Notions. An account given of the titles of two of his Booh 
moft liable to fufpicion. His Writings enumerated. Pag. 179. 


The Life of S. PANTALNUS Catechift of Alexandria . 

The various tonjettures concerning his Original. The probabilities of his 
Jewiih defeent , what. Whether born in Sicily or at Alexandria. His 
firft inftitution. The famous Platonic School ere fled by Ammonius at 
Alexandria. The renown of that place for other parts of Learning. 
Pantamus addicted to the Sett of the Stoics. 1 he Principles of that Sett 
lhewed to agree beft with the dictates of Chriftianity. His great improve¬ 
ments in the Chrift 'taft Dottrine. The Catechetic School at Alexandria , 
with its antiquity. Pantaenus made Recent of it. When he firfl entered 
upon this Office. An Embaffic from India to the Bi/hop of Alexandria for 
fome to preach the Chriftian Faith. Fantaenus fent upon this errand. This 
Countrey where fituate. His arrival in India, and converfe with the Brach- 
(**) mans. 
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mans. Their temper , principles, W 11*7 0/ life. Their agreement with 
the Stoics. Foot-flcps of Chrijlianity formerly planted there. S. Matthew’* 
Hebrew Gofpel found among them and brought by Pantsnus to Alexan¬ 
dria. How far and by whom Chrijlianity was propagated in India, after¬ 
wards. Pantsnus his return to Alexandria, and ref timing his Catechetic 
Office. His Death. His great Piety and Learning. Pag. 185.* 


The Life of S. CLEMENS of Alexandria. 

His Country. The progrefs of his Studies. His infraction in the Thri¬ 
ft i an do trine. His feveral Maflers. His impartial enquiry after truth. 
The elective Sett) what. Its excellent genius. Clemens of this SeCt. 
His fuccccding Pantsnus in the Catechetic School. He is made Prcf- 
byter of Alexandria. His Stromata published, when. Lawfulnefs of 
flying in time of Pcrjccution. His journey into the Eaft. What iraCts he 
wrote there. His going from Jerufalem to Antioch, and return to Alexan¬ 
dria. His death. The Elogia given of him by the Ancients. His ad¬ 
mirable learning^ & } Writings. His Hypotypoles. Photius his ac¬ 
count of them \ corrupted by the Arrians. His Books yet extant, and the 
orderly gradation of them. His Stromata, what the deflgn of it. His (hie 
what in this , what in his other Books. A jhort Apology for Jome unwary al- 
fcrtions in his Writings. His Writings enumerated. Pag. kjj. 


T lie Life of TERTULLI AN Presbyter of Carthage . 

His names , whence. His Father, who. His education in all kinds of Lear¬ 
ning. His skill in the Roman Laws. Different from Tertylian the 
Lawyer. His way of life before his convcrflon, enquried into. His mar¬ 
ried condition. His convcrflon to Chrijlianity, when. The great cruelty 
ttfed towards the Chriftians. Sevcrus his kindnefsto them. ‘Tertullian’* 
excellent Apology in their behalf. His addrefs to Scapula, and the ten¬ 
dency of that difeourf e. Sevcrus his violent perfecting the Chriftians. 
His prohibition of the Hcterite. Tertullians Book to the Martyrs and 
concerning Patience. His zeal againfl Hereflies , and Writings that way. 
His Book De Pallio, when written , and upon what occafton. His be¬ 
coming Presbyter, when. His Book De Corona, and what the occafton 
of it. His declining from the Catholic Party. Montanus who and 
whence. His principles and practices. Tertullian’* ownin'/ them, and 
upon what occafton. Hismorofeandflttbborn temper. How far he com¬ 
plied with the Montanifts, and acknowledged the Paraclete. How he 
was impofed upon. His Writings again ft the Catholics. 1 he f verity of 

the ancient Difcipline. Epifcopus Epifcoponim, in what f nfe meant by 
TertuWan concerning the Bifljop of Rome. His f para, e meetings at 
Carthage. His death. His Char alter, hitsfingular parts and learning. His 
Books. Hisphrafe andflilc. What contributed to itsperplexednefs and oh- 
Jentity. His un-orthodox opinions. A brief plea for him. Page. 201 
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The Life of O R IG E N Presbyter, Catcchift 
of Alexandria. 

Origen, where and when born. Several conjectures about the original of his 
name. His Father who. His juvenile Education, and great towardlinefi 
in the knowledge of the Scriptures. His Philofophical Studies under Cle¬ 
mens Alexandrinus. His Inftittition under Ammonius. Ammonius 
who. His fame and excellency confejfed by the Gentile Philofophers . 
Another Origen his Contemporary: Theft two heedlefly confounded. 
His Fathers Martyrdom, and the confij*cation ofhis Eft ate. Origen’* re- 
Solute encouragement of his Father. His own pafftonate defire of Mar¬ 
tyrdom. His maintenance by an honourable Matron of Alexandria. His 
zeal againfl Heretics. His fetting up a private School. He fucceeds 
Clemens in the Catechetic School at eighteen Tears of Age. The frequency 
of his Auditors. Many of them Martyrs for the Faith. Origen’* re jo¬ 
int ion in attending upon the Martyrs. His danger. His Contagious act 
at the Temple of Scrapis. His emafculating himfelf , and the reafons of 
it. The eminent chaflity of thofe Primitive Times. Origen'* journey 
to Rome, and return to Alexandria. His taking in a Colleague into the 
Catechetic Office. He learns the Hebrew Tongue. The prudent 
method of his Teaching. Ambrofius converted. Who he was. His 
great intimacy with Origen. Origen fent for by the Governour of Ara¬ 
bia. His journey into Paleftin, and teaching at Csefarea. Remanded 
by the BiJhoP of Alexandria. Alexander Severus his excellent Venues , 
and kindnefs for the Chriflian Religion. Origen fent for by the Emprefs 
Mammsa to Antioch. He begins to write his Commentaries . How many 
Notaries, andTranfcribers employed, and by whom maintained. Nota¬ 
ries, their Original and Office : Their ufe and inflitution in the Primi¬ 
tive Church. His Journey into Greece. His pajfage through Paleftin, 
and being ordained Presbyter at Csefarea. Demetrius of Alexandria 
his envy and rage againfl him. Origen condemned in two Synods at 
Alexandria, and one at Rome. The refignation of his Catechetic School 
to Heraclas. Heraclas who. The Story of his offering Sacrifice. The 
credit of this Story queftioned , and why. His departure from Alexandria, 
and fixing at Csefarea. The eminency of his School there. Gregorius 
Thuamaturgus his Scholar. His jriendjhip with Firmilian. Firmilian 
who. The Perfection under Maximinus. Origen’* Book written to 
the Martyrs. His retirement whither. He compares the Verflons of 
the Bible. His Tetrapla, Hexapla, WOfrapla, what , and how mana¬ 
ged : A Specimen given of them. Htsfecond journey to Athens. His going 
to Nicomedia, and Letter to Africanus about the Hiftory o/Sufanna. His 
confutation of Beryllus in Arabia. His anfwei to Celfus. Celfus who. 
Origen’* Letter to Philip the Emperor. The vanity of making him a 
Chriflian. Origen’* journey into Arabia to refute Herefies. The Helce* 
fait xwho: What their Principles. Alexander’* Miraculous Election to 
the See of Jerufalem. His Coadjutor-Jhip, Government , Suffering , and 
Martyrdom. Origen *s grievous Sufferings at Tyre under the Decian 

Perfection. His deliverance out of Prifon \ Age, and Death. HD 
Char abler. Hisftritf life . His mighty zeal, abflinence , contempt of 
the Wor Id, indefatigable diligence, and patience noted. His natural 
(** 2 ) pms : 
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farts : incomparable learning. His Books, and their feveral Clajfes. 
His file, what. His unjound Opinions. The great Out-cry againjl 
him m all u4ges. The Apologies written in his behalf. Several things 
noted out of the Ancients to extenuate the charge. Hisajfertions not 
Dogmatical, not intended for public view. Generally fuels as were not 
determined by the Church. His Books corrupted , and by whom. His 
own complaints to that purpofe. The Tefiimonies of Athanafius, and Thee- 
timus, and Haymo in his vindication. Great errors and mijlakes ac¬ 
knowledged. What things contributed to them. His great kindnefs for 
the Platonic Principles. Hierom’/ moderate cenfure of him. His 
repenting of his rajh Proportions . His Writings enumerated , and what 
now extant. Pag. 215. 


The Life of S. BABYLAS Bilhop of Antioch. 

His Originals obfeure. His education and accomplifljwents enquired into. 
Made BijJjop of Antioch, when. Antioch taken by the Kfng of Perfia. 
Recovered by the Roman Emperour. Baby las his fidelity in his charge . 
The Decian Perfection, and the grounds of it: Jeverely urged by the 
Emperours Editts. Decius his coming to Antioch. His attempt to 
break into the Chriftian Congregation. Baby las his boldrcftfiance. This 
applied to N innerianus, and the ground of the mifiake. The like reported 
of Philip the Emperour . Decius his bloody aft related by 8, Chryloftom. 
His rage againjl Baby las, and his examination of him. The Martyrs 
refolute anfwer. His imprifonment and hard ufage. The different accounts 
concerning his death. Three Youths his feHow-fufferers, in vain attempted 
by the Emperour. Their Martyrdom firfi, and why. Baby las beheaded. 
His command that his chains fisould be buried with him. The tranfiation 
of his body under Conftantius. The great fveetnefs and plcafmtnefs of 
//^Daphne. A polio V Temple there. 6’. Baby las his bones tranfiated thi¬ 
ther by Gall us Caefar. The Oracle immediately rendred dumb. In vain 
confultedby Julian. Theconfeffionof thcDx mon. Julian’/ command for 
removing Babylas his bones. The Martyrs Remains triumphantly carried 
into the City. The credit of this Story fufficiently attefied. The thing 
owned by Libanus and J ulian. Why Juch honour foffered to be done to the 
Martyr. Julian afraid of an immediate vengence. His Perfection a- 
gainfithe Chrifiians at Antioch. The Jofferings of Theodor us. The 
Temple of Apollo fired from Heaven . Pag. 241. 
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The Life of S. CYPRIAN Bilhop of Carthage. 

His Birth-place. The Nobility of his Family exploded. The confounding 
him with .mother Cyprian Bijhop of Antioch. Thefe two vafily difimet. 
St. Cyp:'liUiV ed'icat ion. Hi s prof effing Rhetoric. Hi< conveyfion to Chri- 
fiianity by theperfuafions of Gxcilius. Their mutual endearment. His 
great Charity to the Poor. His Baptifm. Made Presbyter and Btfijop of 
Carthage. His modefi declining the honour. His profcriptioi., reccfs, 
and care of his Church during that retirement. The cafe of the Lap fed, 
A brief account of the rife of the Novatian Seel. The fiercenefs of the Pcr- 
Jedition at Carthage under Decius. The courage and patience of the 
Chrifiians. Cyprian’/ return. A Synod at Carthage about the cafe of 
the Lapled, and the caufe of Novatian. Their determination of thefe 
matters , Ratified by a Synod at Rome : and another at Antioch. A 
Second Synod about the fame affair. Moderation in the Ecclefi.iftic Difci- 
pline tifed in the time of Perfection. The great Pefiilencc at Carthage. 

The miferable fiate of that City. The mighty Charity of St. Cyprian and 
the Chrifiians at that time. Thefe evils charged upon the Chrifiians. 
St. Cyprian’/ vindication of them. The time of Baptizing Infants deter *> 
mined inaSynod. Another Synod to decide the cafe of the Span Mi Bifhops 
that had lapfed in the time of Perfecution. The Cont rover ft: concerning 

the Re-baptizing thofe who had been Baptized by Heretics. This refolved 
upon in a Synod of LXXX VII. African Bifijops. The immoderate heats 
between ; Cyprian, Firmilian, and Stephen Biffjop of Rome about this mat¬ 
ter. Cyprian arraigned before the Proconful. His refolute carriage 
His banijhment to Curubis. His Martyrdom foretold him by a Vi fion 
His Letters during his exile. The fevere ufage of the Chrifiians. His 
withdrawment, and why. His apprehenfion and examination before the 
Proconful. The Sentence pajfed upon him His Martyrdom, and place 
of burial. His Piety, Fidelity, Chafiity, H’tmilily, Modefly Charily, 8cc. 
His natural parts. His Learning wherein it mainly confified. ! he polite- 
nefs and elegancy of his fiylc. His quick proficiency in Chrifiian fiudies. 
His frequent converfe with Tertullian’/ Writings. His Books. I he ex¬ 
cellency of thofe aferibedj 0 him. The great honours done to his me* 
mor y* ~ * Pag. 251. 


The Life of S. G R E G OR Y Bilhop of Ncocafarca, 

S. Gregory , where born. His Kjndred and Relations. The rank and 
quality of his Parents. His youthful fiudies. His findy of the Laws. 
H's travels to Alexandria. The calumny there fixed upon him, and his 
miraculous vindication. His return through Greece. Hs fiitdying the 
Law at Berytus, and upon what occafion. His fixing at Cadarea, and 
putting himfelf under the tutorage of Origen. The courfe of his fiudies. 
His Panegyric to Origen at his departure. Origen’/ Letter to him, and 
the importance of it. His refufal to fiay at NeQCsefarea, and retirement 
into the Wilder nefs. His jbunningto be made Bifijcp of Neoc^larea. 
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Confecrated Bijhop of that City during his abf wee. His acceptance of the 
charge, and the fate of that place at his entrance upon it* His miraculous 
inftruffion in the great myfteries of Chriflianity. His Creed. The mira¬ 
cles wrought by him in his return. His excelling Daemons out of a Gen¬ 
tile Temple , and the fuccefs of it. His welcom entrance into the City i and 
kind entertainment. His diligent preaching to the People. His ere fling 
a Church for Divine Worjhip, ana its fignal prefervation. An horrible 
Plague flopped by his Prayer. The great influence of it upon the minds 
of the People. His judging in Civil Caufes. His drying up a Lake by his 
Prayers, which had been thecaufe of an implacable quarrel between two Bro¬ 
thers ; and his refraining the overflowings of the River Lycus. The 
fignal vengeance inflitfed upon two Jews, counterfeit Beggars. The fame 
and multitude of his miracles , and the Authorities to jufifie the credibility 
of them. The rage and cruelty of the Decian Perfection in the Re¬ 
gions of Pontus and Cappadocia. His perfuading the Chriflians to 
withdraw. His own retirement. The narrow fearch made for him, and 
his miraculous efcape. His betrayer converted. His return to Neocada- 
rea , and inflituting folemnities to the memories of the Martyrs, and the 
reafonsofit. The inundations of the Northern Nations upon the Roman 
Empire. His Canonical Epiflle to rettifie the diforders committed by oc¬ 
casion of thofe inroads. His meeting with others in the Synod at Antioch, 
about the caufe of Paulus Samofatenus. His return home, age, and death. 
His folemn thanks to God for the flourifhing flateof his Church, and com¬ 
mand concerning his Burial. The excellent Char after given of him by 
.S.Bafil. His Writings. The charge of Sabellianifm. S. Bafils Apolo¬ 
gy for him in that behalf. Modefly to be ufed in cenfuring the ancient 
Fathers , and why. Pag, 267 . 


The Life of S. DI O N Y SIU S Bifhop of Alexandria. 


The place of his Nativity. His Family and Relations. His eonverflon how. 
His fludies under Origen. Whether a prof efled Rhetorician. His fuc- 

eeeding Heraclas/'/? the Catechctic School. His being conflituted Bijhop 
of Alexandria, and the time of it. A preparatory Perfecution at A- 
lexandria, how begun. The feverity of it. The Martyrdom of Apollonia, 
and the fond honours done her in the Church of Rome. The Perfe¬ 
cution continued and promoted by Decius his Editts. The mtfera- 
hie condition of the Chriflians. The fttdden Converfion and Martyrdom 
of a Guard of Souldiers. Dionyfius apprehended and carried into ba- 
nifhment, there to be beheaded. A plea]ant account of his unexpected de¬ 
liverance by means of a drunken rout. His retirement into the Defarts. 
His return to Alexandria. The great number and quality of the Lapfed 
in the late Perfecution. The contefls about this matter. Dionyfius his 
judgment and pr aft ice herein. The cafe of Serapion. His dealing with 
Novatian about his Schifm , and the copy of his Letter to him. His 
being engaged in the controverfie about Rebaptization, and great modera¬ 
tion in it. His Letter to t Pope Sixtus about a perfon baptized by Heretics . 
Valerianus the Emterour s kindnefs to Chriflians. How turned to cruelty . 
Dionyfius brought before iEmilian. His difeourfe with him, and refolute' 
conflancy. He is condemned to bebanijhed. His tranfportation into the 

Defarts 
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Defarts of Lybia. The fuccefs of his Mimflry there. Innumerable Bar¬ 
barians converted to the Faith . Gallienus his relaxing the Perfecution 
His Letter to Dionyfius granting liberty to the Chriflians. Alexandria 
(but up by the ufurpation of jEmihan. The Diviflons within , and Sieve 
without. The horrible Peftilence at Alexandria ; and the flngular kind¬ 
nefs and companion of the Chriflians there above the Heathens. Diony¬ 
fius his confutation of Sabellius. His unwary expreffions, and the charge 
againfl him . His vindication , both by himfelf and by S. Athanafius. 
His writing againfl Nepos. Nepos who , and what his Principles and 
Followers. Dionyfius his encounter with the heads of the Party', His 
convincing and reducing them back to the Orthodox Church. His 
engaging in the Controverfie againfl Paulus Samofatenus. The loofe , ex¬ 
travagant, and infolent temper and manners of that Man. Dionyfius his 
Letter to the Synod at Antioch concerning him. The fuccefs of that af¬ 
fair. Dionyfius his death. His Writings and Epiflles. The lofsof them 
bewailed. Pag. 283. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

"7 Jr Minifiry. Thefmcfs of bis Dollrine, 

Ztt i 1 ' ev r i{‘ Mes ^ here T hc P/^ed. The Story of Agbarus not edto- 
getber probable. Our Lords Death. What attention given to the 

Pi [°s cern ! n & Ch p$ b y Writers- The teflimony of Taci- 

tus ; Pila t s relation fent to Iiberius. The Ads of Pilat what Pi- 

The Afoflles entring upon their Com- 
7f[XT dfi Tbef r df e r °“ r Lords . J f ce i°' > - Hore long they continued 
fjfllht rL^ -^r , Gentile Provinces, and the 

Juccejs of tt. The fate of the Church after the Apojlolic Age. Thembhtv 

%°f/ S °i Chr ^u n r' V 1C mmbers md of its Converts. *Its 
f^ e Jy^f d credible fuccefs mall Countries , noted out of the Writers of 

IddllZn' Ip ear ‘r COn ZYfy" D / Critain ‘0 Chriftiamty. The gene- 

raldeclenfionof Paganifm. The ftlenceandceaftngof their Oracles. This 

acknowledged ^Porphyry to be the ejfeU 0 /t/fe Chrijlian Region ap¬ 
pearing in the World. A great argument of its truth and divinity The 

7hZZ r nfl2 clMr f a ’ r f™“T She miraculous Powers 
win, v? Ch U TnS froved at Ur S e of the Primitive 
ers - The great learning and abilities of many of the Churches Cham 
pons. The moft eminent of the Chrijlian Apologifts. The principal of 
themthatengaged agatnjl the Hcrefles of thofe Times. OhlZmfd 
f t other tarts of Learning. The indefatigable Zealand indnftrl lfed in 

t r P tZl °f I'd Jl T‘ y -,r W Catechizing new Con- 

rZ l/r aed r Travelling to french in nil farts of the World 
°f the ancicnt Ch Zflians. The [insular efficacy of 
tan yft lCl r D ° a ”f e “P™ the minds of Men. A holy life the mo (l accep¬ 
table f“orifice. Their incomf arable fatience and con fancy under fttfflr- 
tngs. A brief .Survey of theTen Per/ecutions. The firfl * bosun by n £- 0 

W thZdtldZrZTZ andt ” h,tmanc cities. His burning^Kome, 
yd the dreadfulnefs of that conflagration. This charged upon the Chri- 

tbetr / enj r er J l ktnds of fnnifljment noted out of Tacitus. The 
7i:/r that (Zf ered ' The Perfection under Domitian. The Vices 

In HisT'n 7 )6 C Z el Ufag€ / S ' j0lln * Thethird h** h Tra- 
^tZties^ vllnZfZtt ^ ls PT. 0Ceedm & a ff> ain f *he Chriflians as illegal So- 
' y m y s Tetter to Trajan concerning the Chriflians. with the Fm- 

KZdVe a ' 7 f lVer '.^ n T a > Trajai fsfucccffor', a mixture in him of Vice 
Tlf 7 H isferfecutingthe Chriflians. This the fourth Perfection 
The mitigation of it, and its breaking out again under Antoninus Pius’ 

VZZZlT temp Z f dlcar ? w & °f M - Aurelius. The fifth perfection 
rafed by him. Its per cencfs in the Eaft, * Rome, effcLllyin France 

tZi emtmnt tb fffred < b erc. The Emferours Viflory in hiscZ’. 
mm Mars gained by the Chriflians Prayers. Sterns his tenPer L 
cruelty shards the Chr,firms. The chief c f 

' a d Perfection. 
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Perfection. Maximinus his immoderate ambition and barbarous cruelty : 
The Author of the feventh Perfection. This not univerfal. The common 
evils and calamities charged upon the Chrijlians. Decius the eighth Per¬ 
secutor ; otherwife an excellent Prince. The violence of this Perfection , 
and the mojl noted fufferers. The foundations of Monachifm, when laid. 
The ninth Perfection, and its rage under Valerian. The moft eminent 
Martyrs. The fevere punifhmentof Valerian: his miferable ufage by the 
Perfian Kjng. The tenth Perfection begun under Dioclefian, and when. 
The fercenejs and cruelty of that time. The admirable carriage and re - 
folution of the Chrijlians under all thefe fuferings. The proper influence 
of this argument to convince the World. The whole concluded with La- 
mntius his excellent reafonings to this purpofe. 


I. £ ft H E ftate of the Chriftian Church in the three 

Ages ' lt ma v beconfidcred under a three- 
fold Period: as it was firft planted and eftabli- 
filed b Y our Lord, himlelf during his refidence 
ZSKJ WfeSC in the World; as it was enlarged and propaga- 
1 tGC * b Y tbe Ajpoftles, and firft Miflionaries of the 
Chrilrian Faith ; and as it grew up and prolpered 
from the Apoftolic Age till the times o t'Conflan- 
' tine, when the Empire fubmitted it felf to Chriftianity. God, who 
in former times was plealed by various methods of Revelation to 
convey his will to mankind, hath in thefe lafl days fpoken to ns by 
his Son. For the great blelTing of the promiled Seed after a long fuc- 
ccffion of feveral Ages being come to its juft maturity and perfe&ion ; 
God was refolved to perform the mercypromifed to the Fathers, and to re¬ 
member his Holy Covenant , the Oath which he /'ware to our Father Abraham. 
Accordingly, In the fulnefs of time God fent his Son. It was in the decli¬ 
ning part°of Auguflits his reign, when this great Ambaftador arrived 
from Heaven, to publifh to the World the glad tidings of Salvation. 
00 cmr. atf. A period of time ( as (a) Origen obferves ) wifely ordered by the divine Pro- 
tib- 2 .p. 19 . videncc. For the Roman Empire being now in the higheft pitch of 
its grandeur, all its parts united under a Monarchical Government, and 
an univerfal Peace ipread over all the Provinces of the Empire, that 
had opened a way to a free and uninterrupted commerce with all Na¬ 
tions, a fmoother and fpeedier paffage was hereby prepared forthepub- 
lifhing the doftrine of the Gofpel, which the Apoftles and firft Preachers 
of Religion might with the greater eafe and fecurity carry up and down 
to all quarters of the World. As for the Jews, their minds were awa¬ 
kened about this time with bufie expectations of their Mcfjialh coming: 
and no fooner was the birth of the holy Jefis proclaimed by the arrival 
of the Eaflern Magi , who came to pay homage to him, but Jcrufalem 
was filled with noife and tumult, the Sanhedrin was convened, and con- 
fiilted by Herod , who jealous of his late gotten Sovereignty, was refol¬ 
ved to difpatch this new Competitor out of the way. Deluded in his 
hopes of dilcovery by the Magi, he betakes himfelf to a&s of open force 
and cruelty, commanding all Infants under two years old to be put to 
QmtmbSi- death, and among them it feems his own Son, which made ( b ) Auguflus 
turrui. 1.2. c.4. pleafantly fay ( alluding to the Jewifh cuftomof abftainingfromSwines- 
p ' 275 ’ fleO.i j It is better to be Herods Hog than his Son. But the Providence of 
God fecured the Holy Infant, by timely admonilhing his Parents to re- 
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tire into Mgypt, where they remained till the death of Herod, which hap¬ 
pening not long after, they returned. r 

II. N EAR thirty years our Lord remained obfeure under the retire¬ 
ments of a private life, applying himfelf ( as the Ancients tell us, and the 
Evangelical Hiftory plainly intimates ) tojofeph's imployment, the trade 
of a. Carpenter. So little Patronage did he give to an idle unaccountable 
courfe of Life. But now he was called out of his Shades and Solitudes 
and publickly owned to be thatperfon, whom God had lent to be the 
great Prophet of his Church. This was done at his Baptifin, when the 
Holy Ghoftina vifible fhape defended upon him, and God by an audi¬ 
ble voice teftified of him, This is my beloved Son, in whom lam well plea- 
fed. Accordingly he fet himfelf to declare the Counfels of God, Go- 
ing about 4 # Galilee, teaching in their Synagogues, and preaching the Gofpel 
of theKJngdom. He particularly explained the Moral Law, andrefto- 
red it to its juft Authority and dominion over the minds of Men, redeem¬ 
ing it from thofe corrupt and perverfe interpretations which the Ma¬ 
ilers of the Jewifh Church had put upon it. He next infinuated the ab¬ 
rogation of the Mofaic Oeconomy, to which he was lent to put a pe¬ 
riod, to enlarge the bounds of Salvation, and admit both Jew and Gen¬ 
tile to terms of mercy: that he came as a Mediator between God and 
Man, to reconcile the World to the favour of Heaven by his death and 
bufferings, and to propound pardon of fin and eternal life to all that by 
an hearty belief, a fincere repentance, and an holy life, were willing to 
embrace and entertain it. This was the fum of the Doarine which lie 
preached every where, as opportunity and occafion led him; and which 
he did not impole upon the World meerly upon the account of his own 
Authority and power, or beg a precarious entertainment of it: he did not 
tell Men they mull believe him, becaufe hefaid he came from God, and 
had lus Warrant and Commiflion to inftrua and reform the World but 
gave them the moft fatisfaaory and convidive evidence; by doin^Yuch 
miracles as were beyond all powers and contrivances either of Art or 
Nature, whereby he unanfwerably demonftrated, that he was a Teacher 
come from God, in that no Man could do thofe miracles which he did, except 
God were with him. And becaufe he himfelf was in a little time to return 
back to Heaven, he ordained twelve whom he called Apoflles, as his imme¬ 
diate Delegates and Vicegerents, to whom he deputed his Authority and 
power, furmlhed them with miraculous gifts, and left them to carry on 
that excellent Religion which he himfelf had begun; to whofe alfiftance 
he joyned LXX Difciples, as ordinary coadjutors and companions to 
them. Their Commiffion for the prefent was limited to Paleflin and 
they fent out only tofeek and tofave the loft {beep of the houfe o/Ifrael. 

LjJ* H 0 W 8 reat tbe f ucce| k of our Saviours Miniftry was; may be 
guefled from that complaint of the Pharifees, Behold the World is gone , • 

after him-, people from all parts in fuch vaft multitudes flocking after J * 
him, that they gave him not time for neceflary folitude and retirement. 

Indeed he went about doing good, preaching the word throughout all Judaa, 
and healing all that were pojfejfedof the Devil. The feat of his ordinary 
abode was Galilee, refiding for the moft part ( fays one of the Ancients *; * em. d,- 
in Galilee of the Cent ties, that he might there low and reap the firft-fruits mon ( trat - £- 
of the calling of the Gentiles. We ufually find him preaching at Naz.a- Zt 19 ' p * 
reth, at Cana, at Corazin and Bethfaida, and the Cities about the Sea of 
Tiberias, but efpecially at Capernaum, the Metropolis of the Province, a 
( a 2 ) place 
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place of great commerce and traffique. He ofcen vifited Jud^a , and the 
parts about Jerufalem y whither he was wont to go up at the Pafchal lo- 
lemnities, and ibme of the greater Feftivals, that fb the general con- 
courie of people at thole times might minifter the fitter opportunity to 
fpread the net, and to communicate and impart his dodtrine to them. 
Nor did he who was to be a common Saviour, and came to break down 
tlie Partition-wall, dildainto converle with the Samaritans , fb contem¬ 
ptible and hateful to the Jews. In Sychar not far from Samaria , he freely 
preached, and gained moft of the inhabitants of that City to be Profe- 
lytes to hisdo&rine. He travelled up and down the Towns and Villa¬ 
ges of C x fare a Philippi , and went into the borders of Tyre and Sidon, 
and through the midlt of the coafts of Decapolis , and where he could not 
come, the renown of him fpread it felf, bringing him Difciples and Fol ¬ 
lowers from all quarters. Indeed his fame went throughout all Syria, and 
there followed him great multitudes of people from -Galilee, Jud<ea y Decapolis , 
Idumaa, from beyond Jordan y and from Tyre and Sidon. Nay might we 
* H.Ecd.i. i. believe the Story, fololemnly reported by Eufebim* and the Ancients , 
e ' x vt'l 1 ' ( and excepting the filence of the Evangelical Hiftorians, who recorded 
only fome of the a&ions and pafTages concerning our Saviour, I know 
no wife argument againft it) Acbarus Prince of Edejfa beyond Euphra¬ 
tes , having heard of the fame of our Saviours miracles, by Letters hum¬ 
bly befought him to come over to him, whofe Letter, together with 
our Lords anfwer, are extant in Eufebiits y there being nothing in the 
Letters themfelves that may juftly fhake their credit and authority, 
with much more to this purpofe, tranferibed ( as he tells us ) out of the 
Records of that City, and by him tranflated out of Syriac into Greek, 
which may give us fome account why none of the Ancients before him 
make any mention of this affair, being generally ftrangers to the Lan¬ 
guage, the Cuftoms and Antiauities, of thofe Eaftern Countries. 

IV. OUR Lord having lpent lomewhat more than three years in 
the publick exercifeof his Miniftry, kept his laftPaffover with hisAppo- 
ftles; which done, he inftituted the Sarcramental Supper, configning it 
to his Church as the Handing memorial of his death, and the Seal of the 
Evangelical Covenant, as he appointed Baptifm to be the Fcederal Rite 
of Initiation, and the public Teffera or Badge of thofe that fhould profels 
his Religion. And now the fatal hour was at hand : being betrayed 
by the treachery of one of his own Apoftles, he was apprehended by 
the Officers and brought before the public Tribunals. Heavy were the 
crimes charged upon him, but as falfe as fpightful; the two main Ar¬ 
ticles of the Charge were Blafphemy againft God, and Trealon againft 
the Emperour: and though they were not able to make them good by 
any tolerable pretence of proof , yet did they condemn and execute him 
upon the Crols, feveral of themfelves vindicating his innocency, that he 
was a righteous man y and the Son of God. The third day after his interment 
he role agaiH, appeared to, and converted with his Dilciples and Followers, 
and having taken care of theatfairs of his Church, given a larger Com- 
miffion, and fuller inftrunions to his Apoftles, lie took his leave of them, 
and vifibly alcended into Heaven, and fate down on the right hand of God , 
as head over all things to the Church , Angels , Authorities , and Powers being 
made fubjetf unto him. 

V. T H E Faith of thefe palfages concerning our Saviour, are nDt 
only fecured to us by the report of the Evangelical Hiftorians, and 

that 
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that jultiheci by eye-witnelles, the evidence of miracles, and the fuccef- 
live and uncontrolled confent of all Ages of the Church but / as m fit 
fubftance of them ) by the plain confeffion of Heathen Writers • an A *1 
enemies of Chriftianity. ( a ) Tacitus tells us, That the Author nffV 
Religion was Chrift, who under the raign oiTtberius wL^t 
Pontius PiUt, the Procurator otJUu, whereby though this de eft/ 
ble Superftition was fupprefled for the prefent/yet dU it break out 
W n fpreading it felf not only through ^he foun afo of the 
mifchief, but mthe very City of Rome a fell, where whatever is wicked 
and ihameful meets together and >s greedily advanced into reputation 

( V Pufehius allures us, that afterour Lords Afcenfion, according to 

cuftom fent an account of hurt to the fcmperour : which Tiberius brought 
before the Seme , but they rejefted it under pretence that cognizance 
had been taken of it before it came to them; it being a fundamental 
Law of the Roman Senate, that no new God could betaken 1 

the Decree of the Senate; but that however ^l^' oudnued i 

R “" 1 Wiihik Tim,, mwlioreifniiKfiknRS 
v W0 ' ld ’ ,a Y ln £ received an account from pills 
out o(Paleftt»ia Syr,a concerning the truth of that Divinity thafwas 
there, brought it to the Senate with the Prerogative ofhiV 
but that the Senate, becaufc they had not before approved of it would 
not admit it; however the hmperour continued of the fame min/j 
th,earned pumOiment to them that accufed the Chriftians. A .d befom 
TmulUan, Juftm Martyr f d) fpeak.ng concerning the death and fufferinus 
of our Saviour, tells the Lmperours, that they might fitisfierll^r i S 
in the truth of thefe things from the^f, fflSS 
It being cuftomary not only at Rome to keep the Arts of Hip v ! j , 
People but for the Governors of Provinces to keep account of what me° 
.notable things happened m their Government, tile Mis whe eof foet 
tranfmitted to the hmpetour. And thus did PiUt duringthe ProeW 
torflnp of Ins Province. How long thele Acts remained in befog I 
know not: but in the controverfie about Eafler we find ,l,„ r 7 S ’/ 
cimtns (e ) julhfying the day on which they obferved it from 
Ptlat, wherein they gloried that they liad^ound 
thefe were the Aits of Pi/at, to which J Whether 

Alls of PiUt drawn up and publiihed bfi command 
tuts, Dmctefian s fucccflor, in dilparagement of our Lord and lik R 
uncertain, but the latter of the two far more probable. ^HowCTer^i&r’s 
^tter-t° T,terms (or ,ashe is there called CUMns J at this dayTxtant inthe 
AoaeephaUofis ) of the younger Egefipp„ s , is 0 f n0 credi ' t , n ' e 

Author challenges greater antiquity than Ibme allow him being nmLhfo 
contemporary with S. Ambrofe, and by maiw from the ' S P r b - ^ 
of ftileand phrafe, thought to be S. JL^/himfelfwho wkhfomeT^ 
additions compiled it out o Hofephus. But then it is tn he ° r Pw 
ther that AnacephaUofis be'done]by o wl°" ldered L w,le - 

pable ) by a much later hand. Some other particular palTa'es'^cerfong 
our Saviour are taken notice of bv Gentile Writers rl,Pan,l? S r 
the Stir by CalcUius, the murder of the Infants by Macrohiuf theMin^ 

•t ... Sr,,,,,, I, n; 

VI. IM- 


c. 44 * P* 319- 


(b)H.EccU a. 
c.2 p.t\o.vid, 
Orof. adv. Pag, 


(04polog.e.$. 
P • 6.&C.21. 
p. 20, 


(d)Afoloz . II. 

M6. 


(t)Ap. Ephiph, 
Htertf.L, 
p. 182. 


(g~) Ad calcen 
l.deExcid. 
Vrb. Hitrcf. 
p.683. 






VI 


The Introduction. 


The Introduction. 


(a ) Ap.Euftb. 
H. Eccl.l. 5.C. 
18 . p. i8<y. 
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Life of 
Sett. u. 
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VI. IMMEDIATELY after our Lords afeenfion ( from whence 
we date the next period of the Church ) the Apoftles began to execute 
the Powers intrufted with them. They prefently filled up Judas his 
vacancy by the ele&ion of anewApoftle, the lot falling upon Matthias, 
and he was numbred with the eleven Apoftles. Being next endued with 
power from on high ( as our Lord had promifed them ) furnilhed with 
the miraculous gifts of the Holy Ghoft, they let themfelves to preach 
in places of the greateft concourfe, and to the faces of their greateft ene¬ 
mies. They who but a while before fled at the firft approach of dan¬ 
ger, now boldly plead the caufe of their Crucified Mafter, with the im¬ 
mediate hazard of their lives. And that nothing might interrupt them 
in this imployment, they inftituted the Office of Deacons , who might 
attend the inferiour Services of the Church while they devoted them¬ 
felves to what was more immediately necelfary to the good of Souls. 
By which prudent courfe Religion got ground apace, and innumerable 
Converts were daily added to the Faith: till a Perfecution arifing upon 
St. Stephens Martyrdom, banilhed the Church out of Jerufalem, though 
this alio proved its advantage in the event and iffiie, Chriftianity be¬ 
ing by this means the looner fpread up and down the neighbour Coun¬ 
tries. The Apoftles notwithftanding the rage of the Perfecution, re¬ 
mained ftill at Jerufalem , only now and then dilpatching fome few of 
their number to confirm and fettle the Plantations, and to propagate the 
Faith, as the neceffities of the Church required. And thus they con¬ 
tinued for near twelve years together, our Lord himfelf having 
commanded them not to depart Jerufalem and the parts thereabouts, 
till twelve years after his Afeenfion, as the ancient Tradition mentioned 
both by ( a ) Apollonius , and (£) Clemens Alexandrinns informs us. And 
now they thought it high time to apply themfelves to the full execution 
of that Commiffion which Chrift had given them, to go teach and baptize 
all Nations. Accordingly having fetled the general affairs and concern¬ 
ments of the Church, they betook themfelves to the feveral Provinces 
of the Gentile World , preaching the Gofpel to every Nation under 
Heaven, lb that even in a literal fenfe, their found went into all the earth r 
and their words unto the ends of the World. “Infinite multitudes of peo- 
“ pie in all Cities and Countries ( fays ( c ) Eufcbius ) like Corn into a well- 
“ filled Granary, being brought in by that grace of God that brings Sal¬ 
ivation. And they whofe minds were heretofore diftempered and 
“ over-run with the errour and idolatry of their A nceftors, were cured 
“by the Sermons and Miracles of our Lords Difeiples, and fhaking off 
“thofe chains of Darknels and Slavery which the mercilels Demons had 
“ put upon them, freely embraced and entertained the knowledge 
“ and fervice of the only true God, the great Creator of the World r 
“ whom they worfhipped according to the holy Rites and Rules of that 
“divine and wifely contrived Religion which our Saviour had introduced 
“into the World. But concerning the Apoftles travels, thefuccefs of 
their Miniftry, the Places and Countries to which they went, the Chur¬ 
ches they planted, their Aftsand Martyrdoms for the Faith, we have 
given an account in a Work peculiar to that Subject, fo far as the Re¬ 
cords of thofe times have conveyed any material notices of things to us. 
It may fuffice to obferve, that God was pleafed to continue St. John to a 
very great age, beyond any of the reft, that he might fuperintend and 
Cultivate, confirm and eftablifh what they had planted, and be as a ftand- 

* ing 


ing and lively Oracle, to which they might from all parts have recourfe 
in any confiderable doubts and exigences of the Church, and that he miftit 
leal and atteft the truth of thole things, which Men of corrupt andper- 
verfe minds, even then began to call in queftion. 

VII. HENCE then we pals on to furvey the ftateof the Church 
from the Apoftolic Age till the times of Conjlantine , for the fpace of at 
leaft two hundred years. And under this period wefhall principally 
remarque two things. What progrefs the Chriftian Religion made in 
the World. Secondly, What it was that contributed to fo vaft a growth 
and increafe of it. That Chriftianity from the nature of its precepts, 
the fublimenefs of its principles, its contrariety to the eftablifhed Rites 
and Religions of the World, was likely to find bad entertainment, and 
the fierceft oppofition, could not but be obvious to every impartial con- 
iiderer of things; which accordingly came to pals. For it met with all 
the difeouragement, the fecret undermining, and open aflaults which 
malice and prejudice, wit and parts , learning and power were able to 
make upon it. Notwithftanding all which, it lift up its head, and pro- 
fpered under the greateft oppositions. And the triumph of the Chri¬ 
ftian Faith will appear the more confiderable, whether we regard the 
number and quality of its Converts, or the vaft circumference to which it 
did extend and diffufe it felf. Though it appeared under all manner of dife 
advantages to recommend it felf, yet no looner did it fet up its Standard, 
but perfons from all parts, and of all kind of principles and educations 
began to flock to it, fe admirably affe&ing very many both of the Greeks 
and Barbarians ( as Origen {a) tells Celfus ) and they both wife and unwife, 
that they contended for the truth of their Religion even to the laying 
down their lives, a thing not known in any other Profeflion in the 2 ’ 

World. And (b) elfewhere he challenges him to fliew fuch an unlpeakable ibid. 1. 2. 
multitude of Greeks and Barbarians repofing fuch a confidence in / Pfcn - />• 124. ’ ' 
lapius, as he could of thofe that had embraced the Faith of the holy Jefus. 

And when (c) Celfus obje&ed that Chriftianity was a clandcftin Religion, (cj n>. 1.1 .p, 7 . 
that fculked and crept up and down in corners; Origen anfwers. That 
the Religion of the Chriftians was better known throughout the whole 
World, than the dictates of their beft Piiilolopliers. Nor were they on¬ 
ly mean and ignorant perfons that thus came over, but ( as (d) Arnobius , W Advent. 
obferves) Men of the acuteft parts and learning ; Orators , Grammarians , 2 ’ P ' 2U 

Rhetoricians , Lawyers, Phyftcians , Philofophers, defpifing their formerly- 
beloved fentiments, fate down here, (e) Tertnllian addreffing himfelf to ( e ) ApoU.^. 
the Roman Governours in behalf of the Chriftians, allures them, that al- 
though they were of no long Handing, yet that they had filled all pla¬ 
ces of their Dominions; their Cities, Iflands, Caftles, Corporations, Coun¬ 
cils, Armies, Tribes, Companies, the Palace , Senate, and Courts of Ju¬ 
dicature: that if they had a mind to revenge themfelves, they need not 
betake themfelves to clancularand fculking Arts, their numbers were 
great enough to appear in open. Arms, having a Party not in this or that 
Province, but in all quarters of the World: nay , 'that naked as they 
were, they could be fufficiently revenged upon them; for fhould they 
but all agree to retire out of the Roman Empire, the World would ftand 
amazed at that iblitude and defolation that would enfue upon it, and 
they would have more Enemies than Friends or Citizens left among them. 

And he ( f ) bids the Prcfident Scapula conlider, that if he went on with the (OAdSc^pul. 
Perfecution, what he would do with thofe many thoulands both of Men c * 4-inl¬ 
and 
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and Women, of all ranks and ages, that would readily offer themfclves 
what Fires and Swords he muff have to difpatch them. Nor is this anv 
\o more than what f a) Pliny himfelfeonfeffes to the Emperour,that thecaie 

' of the Chriftians was a matter worthy of deliberation, elpecially by rea- 
fon of the multitudes that were concerned, for that many of each Sex 
of every age and quality were and muff be called in queftion; this Su¬ 
per ftition having infefted and over-run not the City only, but Towns 
and Countries, the Temples and Sacrifices being generally defolate and 
forlaken. 

VIII. NOR was it thus only in lome Parts and Provinces of the 
En ?P ire > but hl moft Nations and Countries. ( b > Juft in Martyr tells 

' p ' 3 the Jew, that whatever they might boaff of the univerfality of their Re¬ 
ligion there were many places of the World whither neither they nor 
it ever came: whereas there was no part of mankind, whether Greeks 
or Barbarians , or by what name foever they were called, even the moft 
rude and unpoliflied Nations, where Prayers and Thankfgivings were 
not made to the great Creator of the World through the name of the 
crucified Jeft\u. The fame Bardefanes (c ) the Syrian, Jnftin\ con tempo- 
tSsJiW: afihrms, that the followers of the Chriftian Inftitution, though li- 

io.p.279. ving in different parts of the World, and being very numerous in every 
WJ?? % nd C °T% .^. cre y et all called by the name of Chriftians. 
l-Unlrn- S ? r r t,le Chriftian Lawf fays he Jis entertained from the rifing 

of the Sun to the going down thereof, where every Sex, and Age, and 
Nation, and Country does with one heart and Soul worfnip God If 
(e)Adv. h*yiC. from generals we defeend to particular Places and Countries, (e) Irenas 
ho. entred upon the See of Lyons Ann. Ch. CLXXIX. affirms, that 
though there were different Languages in the World, yet that the force 
of Tradition, ( or that Doftrine that had been delivered to the Church') 
was but one and the fame; that there were Churches fetled in Germany 
7 “ thc E «A in Egypt and Lybia, as well as-in the mid- 

dlc ot t,le ^ VorId * (O Tertullian, who probably wrote not above 
twenty years after Irenms, gives us in-a larger account. « Their found 
“ ( lays fie ) went through all the Earth, and their words to the ends of the 
“ World. . For in whom but Chrift did all Nations believe? Parthians 
“Medes, Elamites , the inhabitants of Mefopotamia, Armenia , Phrygia and 
“ Cappadocia, of Pont ns, Afia, and Pamphylia , thole who dwell in Egypt 
‘ and beyond Cyrene, ftrangersat Rome, Jews at Jerufalem, and 

other Nations; as alio now the Getnli, and the Mauri, the Spaniards 
and the Gauls, yea and thole places of Britain , which were unap- 
J proachahle by the Roman Armies, are yet fubdued to Chrift; the Sar- 
“ mat# alio and the Daci, the Germans and the Scythians , together with 
“ many undiscovered Countries, many Illands and Provinces unknown 
to us, which he profeffes himfelf unable to reckon up. In all which 
‘ Places (fays he j the name of Chrift reigns, as before whom the Gates 
of all Cities arc let open, and to whom none are Ihut ; before whom 
(g ) Ul> 2 p Gatcs of BraE % open, and Pars of Iron are Inapt afunder. To which 
2 ?. ‘ ’ ( g )Arnohins adds the Indians, the Perftans, theSme, and all the Illands 

and Provinces, which are vifited by the rifing or letting Sun, yea and Rome 
it lelf, the Emprels of all. 

IX. FROM Tertullian s account we have a moft authentic teftimonv 
how early Chriftianity ftretched it felf over this other World, having 
Before his time conquered the moft rough and inacceffibleparts of Brt 

tain 


The I NTRODUCTION. 


IX 


tain to the Banner of the Crols, which may probably refer to the con- 
verfionof King Lucius (the firft Chriftian King that ever was ) a potent 
and confiderable Prince in this I (land, who embraced the Chriftian Re¬ 
ligion about the year CLXXXVI. and Pent a folemn Embaffy to Elenthe - 
rius, Bifhop of Rome , for fome who might further inftruft him and his 
people in the Faith ; who accordingly difpatched Faganns and Derwiamts 
hither upon that errand. Not that this was the firft time that the Gofpel 
made its way through the wWros d'7ref>xvT& (as Clemens (a) calls the CO a * 
Brittifb Ocean, and fo the Ancients conftantly ftile it ) the unpayable Ocean, cmntb.f, 28. 
and thofe Wor Ids which are beyond it ; that is, the Britannic Illands : it had 
been lieic many years before, though probably ftifled and overgrown 
with the Ancient Paganifm and Idolatry; St. Clemens (b) td. 11s us of 
St. Paul, that he preached botli in the Eaft and Weft ; and having inftru- 
fted the whole World in righteouliiefs, made his way to the utmoft bounds 
of the Weft: by which he muft either mean Spain $ or more probably 
Britain, and it may be both. Accordingly Theodores (c) fpeaking of his u) coma. r. 
coming into Spain, fays, that befides that, he brought great advantage to inF l d - 
the Hies of the Sea; and he reckons ( d) the Qimbri and the Rritains among Buuran^ 
the Nations which the Apoftles ( and he particularly mentions the Tent m Gr.tcor. aj)eft a 
maker) converted to the Chriftian Faith. If after all this, it were ne- Sem ' IX ’ * 
ceffary to enter into a more minute and particular difquifition, I might en» 12 S ’ 
quire not only in what Countries, but in what Towns and Cities in thofe 
Countries Chriftianity fixed it felf, in what places Epilcopal Sees were 
crefted, and what fucceffion of Bifhops are mentioned in the Records of 
the Church; but that this would not well confift with the defigned fhort- 
nefs of this Introduction, and would be more parhaps than tlie Readers pa¬ 
tience would allow. r 

E H E fhadows of the night do riot more naturally vaniftiat the 
rifing of the Sun, than the darknefs of Pagan Idolatry and Superftition 
fled before the Light of the Gofpel; which the more it prevailed the 
clearer it difeovered the folly and impiety of their woi fhip ; Their lo- 
letnn Rites appeared more trifling and ridiculous , their Sacrifices more 
barbarous and inhumane; their Damons were expelled by the meaneft 
Chriftian, their Oracles became mute and filent, and their very Priefts 
begantobealhamed of their Magic Charms and Conjurations; and the 
more prudent and fubtile heads among them, who flood up for the Rites 
and Solemnities of their Religion, were forced to turn them in to my ft i~ 
cal and allegorical meanings, far enough either from the apprehenfion or 
intention of the vulgar. The truth is, the Devil, who for fo many ages 
had ulurpedan Empire and Tyranny over the Souls of Men, became more 
fenfible every day, that his Kingdom fhaked ; and therefore fought, 
though in vain, by all ways to fupportand propit up. Indeed Pome 
time before our Saviours Incarnation the moft celebrated Oracle at Del - 
T f)0S had loft its credit and reputation, as after his appearance in the 
World they funk and declined every day; whereof their beft Writers' 
univerlally complain, that their gods had forlaken their Temples, and 
Oracular Recedes, and had left the World in darknefs and oblcurity ; 
and that theii Votaries did in vain folicit their Counlels and anfwcrs. 

Plutarch, who lived under If a] an i wrote a particular TraQ: ( ftill extant; 
concerning the ceaftng of Oracles , which he endeavours to rclolve partly 
into natural, partly into moral, partly into political c.aules, tliough all 
hislhitofophy was tooftiort to give a juft and fatisfaftory account of it,! 

( b ) One) 
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One caufe he affigns of it is, the death and departure of thofe Demons, that 
heretofore prefided over thefe Oracles. To which purpofe he relates a 
memorable pa Ifage, concerning a voice that called three times aloud to one 
iW lit- Tbawuj an Egyptian Slup-mafter and his company, as they failed by the £- 
mm*. k P h- iflands, commanding him when they came near to Palodes to make 

p ‘ 419 ‘ Proclamation, that the great Pan was dead , which he did ; and the news was 
entertained not with the refentment of one or two, but of many, who recei¬ 
ved it with great mourning and conlfernation. The circumftances of this 
ftory he there reports more at large, and adds, that the thing being pub¬ 
lished at Rome , Thames was lent for by Tiberius , to whom he gave an ac¬ 
count, and finished him in the truth of it. Which cfe imlhnee of time 
'•0 Tr.«^r. ( a)Eu[eb'u:i obiervescorrefponds without Lords convening in the world, 

when he began openly to difpolfels Damons of that power and tyranny 
which they had gained over mankind. And (if the calculation which 
fome make, hit right ) it fell in about the time of our Saviour s Paffion, 
who led captivity captive , fpoiled principalities and powers , and made a 
fttew of them openly , triumphing over them in his Crofs , and by his death dejlroy - 
ed him that had the power of death,that is, the Devil. 

XI. H O W E V li R that the filence of Oracles, and the enervating 
the power of Demons was the elfed of the Chriftian Religion in the world, 
we need no more than the plain confelfion of Porphyry himfelf ( truth 
will fbmetimes extort a confeffion out of the mouth of its greatell enemy) 
TleeJ 3 tk £ts\yjkTt JWOra' v tyw tkO ?cuv- who fays, that now it* s no tvonder if the City for fo 
Awe ofWf/oi/df, $ $ cawp©- «f$ fk dv- many years has been overrun with ft chefs, Ailculapi- 
tyunrn mes&v, o j»9’ hfMi Jdt- us and the ref of the gods having withdrawn their 
ixyve*v lv converfe with men: For that fince Jefus began to be 


rfmV ** yjy wwf >T J flwr. W $ m >fjipped, no man hath received any public help or be- 

-zz'ZzxZi* A^—n, r 

i^vOiZv (<*«* T'W. ’i»« well urges, ofour Saviours Divine authority, and 

ihfXlii Tit OiZv co<fi\dui the truth of his Doctrine. For wnen fays he a lit- 
TaZi* ewnis o nojpi/e*©'. Eitfb. tie before,) fucli number of fictitious deities fled at 

ubi ftpr. c. i. 179. our Lords appearance, who would not with admi¬ 

ration behold it as an uncontroulable demonftration of his truly laving 
and excellent Religion, whereby fo many Churches and Oratories 
through all the world both in Cities and Villages, and even in the De¬ 
farts and Solitudes of the mold barbarous Nations have been oreCtcd and 
confecratcd to the great Creator, and the only Sovereign of the World : 
when fucli multitudes of Hooks have been written, containing the molt 
incomparable rules and inltitutions to form mankind to a life of the 
molt perfeCt Virtue and Religion, precepts accommodate not to Men 
only, but to Women and Children : when he fhall fee that the Oracles and 
Divinations of the Damons are ceafed and gone; and that the Divine 
and Evangelical Vertue of our Saviour no fooner vilited mankind, but they 
began to leave off their wild and frantic ways of worfhip, and to abhor 
tliofe humane facrifices ( many times of their dearelt relations ) where¬ 
with they had been wont to propitiate and atone their bloody and merci- 
lefs Damons, and into which their wiieft and greateft Men had been be- 
(b)Orat. m. witched and feduced. I add no more but S. Chryjojlom s( ^challenge,“ J udge 
P^^Tom 1 “ n °w with me, O thou incredulous Jew, and learn the excellency of the 
.42J. om.i. « trut | 1 . w j mt Impoifor ever gathered to himfelf fb many Churches 
“ throughout the World, and propagated his worfhip from one end of 
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“ it to the other, and fubdued fb many Subje&s to his Crown, even 
€t when thoufands of impediments lay in the way to hinder him ? cer- - 
“ tainly no Man: a plain evidence that Chrift was no Itripoftor, but a Sa- 
“ viour and Benefactor, and the Author of our life and happinefs. . 

XII. WE have feen with what a mighty fuccefs Chriftianity dif- 
played its banners over the World ; let us next confider what it was 
that contributed to fb vail an increafe and propagation of it. ; , And 
here not to infill: upon the blefling of the Divine Providence, which did 
immediately fuperintend its prpfperity and welfare, nor upon the in- 
trinfic excellency of the Religion it felf, which carried effential chara¬ 
cters of Divinity upon it, fufficient to recommend it to every wife and 
good Man, there were five things among others that did efpecially con¬ 
duce to make way for it; the miraculous powers then refident in the 
Church, the great learning and abilities of its champions and defenders, 
the indefatigable induftry ufed in propagating of it, the incomparable 
lives of its profeffors, and their patience and conftancy under fufferings. 

It was not the lead: means that procured the Chriftian Religion a juft ve¬ 
neration from the World, the miraculous atteftations that were given to 
it. I fhall not here concern my felf to fhew, that miracles truly and pub¬ 
licly wrought are the higheft external evidence that can be given to the 
truth of that Religion, which they are brought to confirm ; the force 
of the^ argument is fufficiently pleaded by the Chriftian Apologifts. 

That fuch miraculous powers were then ordinary in the Church, we have 
the concurrent teftimonies of all the firft Writers of it. Juft in Martyr 
(4) tells the Emperor and the Senate, that our Lord was bom for the fiib- 00 A P°i- *• 
verfion of the Damons, which they might know from the very things ? ’ 45 ‘ 
done in their fight *, for. that very many who had been vexed and polled 
fed by Damons , throughout the World, and in this very City of theirs, 
whom all their exorciftsand conjurers were not able to relieve,, had been 
cured by leveral Chriftians through the name of Jefa that was crucified 
under Pontius Pilate and that at this very time they ftill cur’d them, dif¬ 
arming and expelling the Dymons out of thofe whom they had pollefs’d. 

The fame he affirms in his difeourfe with Trypho(b , the Jew, more than m £>,•„/ cm 
once, that the Devils trembled and flood in awe of the power of Chrift ; ?>yph- p. 247. 
and to this day being adjured by the name of Jefus Chrijl crucified un- 
dcr Pontius Pilate the Procurator of JucLea, they were obedient to Chrifti¬ 
ans. Ire nans (c) allures us that in his time, the Chriftians enabled by the 
Grace of Chrift, railed the dead , eje£led Demons , and unclean fpirits ; l. 2. e^fp, 
the perfons fb difpoflefTed coming over to the Church : others had Vifions 2I «- 57- h 
and the gift of Prophecy ; others by Impofition of hands healed the Sick, 2l8> 
and reftored them to perfe£l health. But I am not able f fays he ) to rec¬ 
kon up the number of thofe gifts , which the Church throughout the 
World receiving from God, does every day freely exercife in the name of 
Jefus Chrift crucified under Pontius Pilate , to the benefit of the World. 

Tcrtullian (di) challenges the Roman Governors to let any polTeffed perfo li (d)Apoi.c,^. 
be brought before their own Tribunals, and they fhould fee, that the fpirit 22, 
being commanded to fpeak , by any Chriftian, fhould as truly confefs 
liimfelf to be a Devil, as at other times he falfiy boafted himfelf to be a 
God. And he tells Scapula^ (e) that they rejected, difgraced, and expel- (t ) Adsup.c. 
led Damons every day, as moft could bear them witnefs. Origen (/) bids (f^Lreac. 
Celfus take notice; that whatever he might think of the reports which the t-LpTa. ' 
Gofpel makes concerning our Saviour ; yet that it was the great and mag- 
( b 2 ) nificeijt 
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nificenc work of Jefus, by his name to heal even to tin's day, whom God 
pleafed ; chat he fajhirafefthadfeen many, who by having the name of 
God and Chrift called over them, had been delivered from the greateft 
evils, frenzy and madnefs, and infinite other diftempers, which neither 
Men nor Devils had been able to cure. What influence thefe miraclous 
effe&s had upon the World, he lets us know elfewhere. <f The Apoftles 
“ of our Lord (Jays (It) he ) without thefe miraclous powers would 1 never 
“ have been able to have moved their Auditors , nor perfuaded them to 
“ defert the inftitutions of their Country , and to embrace their new 
Ci DoCtrine; and having once embraced it, to defend it even to death, in 
“defianceof the greateft dangers. Yea even to this day the foot-fteps 
“of that Holy Spirit, which appeared in the fhapeof a Dove, are pre- 
“ ferved among the Chriftians; they exorcize Damons , perform many 
“ cures, and according to the will of God forefee and foretel things to 
“come. At which, though C elf us and his perfbnated Jew may lau^h 
“ yet I affirm further, that many even againft their inclinations have been 
“ brought over to theChriftian Religion, their former oppofition of it 
“ being fuddenly changed into a relblute maintaining of it unto death, 
“ after they have had Vifions communicated to them; feveral of which 
“ nature we our felves havefeen. Andfhould we only reckon up thofe 
“ at which we our felves have been prefent and beheld , it may be it 
“ would only make the Infidels merry; fuppofing that we like themfelves 
“ did forge and feign them. But God bears witnefs with my confidence, 
“ that I do not endeavour by falfty-contrived ftories, but by various 
“ powerful inftances to recommend the Divine Religion of the Holv Je- 
“ fus. More teftimonies of this kind I could ea/Sy produce from Mi- 
nutius Foelix, Cyprian, Arnobim, and La ant ins ; but that thefe are enough 
to my purpofe. 

XIII. ANOTHER advantage that exceedingly contributed to 
the triumph of Chriftianity, was the Angular learning of many, who be¬ 
came champions to defend it: For it could not but be a mighty fiitisfa- 
&ion, efpecialty to Men of ordinary capacities, and mean employments 
( which are the far greateft part of mankind) cofeeperfons of the moft 
finait and fubtil reafonings, of the moft acute and refined underftand- 
ings, and confequently not eafily capable of being impofed upon by arts 
of fophiftry and plaufible ftories, trampling upon their former fentiments 
and opinions, and not only entertaining the Chriftian Faith, but defend¬ 
ing it againft its moft virulent oppofers. ’Tis true indeed the Gofpel 
at its firft fettingout was left to its own naked ftrength , and Men of the 
moft unpolifht breeding made choice of to convey it to the World, that 
it might not feem to be an humane artifice, or theliiccefsofitbe aferibed 
to the parts and powers of Man. But after that for an hundred years to¬ 
gether it had approved it felf to the World, and a fharpsr edge was let 
upon the malice and keennefs of its adverfaries, it was but proper to take 
in external helps to affift it. And herein the care of the Divine Provi¬ 
dence was very remarkable, that as miracles became lefs common and fre¬ 
quent in the Church, God was pleafed to raife up even from among the 
Gentiles themfelves, Men of profound abilities, and excellent learning, 
who might'ro?5oxfloi5 pa'AAav ( as Julian (c) faid of the Chriftians 

of his time) beat them at their own weapons, and wound them with 
arrows drawn out of their own quiver ; and it was high time to do fb : 
for the Gentiles did not only attacquethe Chriftians and their Religion by 

methods 
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Methods of cruelty, and by arts of infinuation, not only obied what 
wit and fubtilty could invent, to bear any fhadow and pretence of rea- 
fon, but load them with the blackeft crimes, which nothing but the 
utmoft malice and prejudice could ever fufpeft to be true. This gave 
occafion to the Chriftian Apologifts, and the firft Writers againft the 
Gentiles , who by their learned and rational difeourfes affoil’d the Chri¬ 
ftians from the things charged againft them ; juftified the reafonablenefs 
excellency, and divinity of their Religion ; and expos’d the folly and 
falmood, the brutifhnefs and impiety, theabfurd and trifling rites of the 
Pagan Worfhip; by which means prejudices were removed, andthou- 
fands brought over to the Faith. In this way they that rendred them¬ 
felves moft renowned, and did greateft fervice to the Chriftian caufe 
were efpecially thefe, Quadrat us Bifhop of Athens , and Anilides for¬ 
merly a famous Philofopher of that City, a Man wife and eloquent, dedi¬ 
cated each an Apologetic to the Emperor Adrian : JuJiin the Martyr be- 
fides feveral Trads againft the Gentiles , wrote two Apologies ; the’ firft 
prefented to Antoninus Pius, the fecondtoM. Aurelius , and the Senate ; 
about which time alfb Athenagoras prefented his Apology to M. Aurelius 
and Aurelius Commodus : not to mention his excellent difeourfe concerning 
the RefurreChon. T o the fame M. Aurelius, Me lit 0 Bifhop of Sardis exhibi¬ 
ted his Apologetic Oration for the Chriftians : under this Emperor alfo 
nourifhed ApolUnaris Bifhop of Hierapolis in Afia, and dedicated to him 
an incomparable difeourfe in defence of theChriftian Faith; befides five 
Books which he wrote againft the Gentiles , and two concerning the truth. 
Not long after Theophilns Bifhop of Antioch compos’d his three excellent 
Books for the conviction of Autolycus : and Miltiades prefented an Apo- 
Jogy ( probably ) to the Emperor Commodus. Tatian the Syrian , Scholar 
to Jttfim Martyr, a Man learned and eloquent, among other things wrote 
a Book againft: the Gentiles , which fufficiently evidences his great abili¬ 
ties. Tertullian, a Man of admirable learning, and the firft of the Latins 
that appeared in this caufe, under the Reign of Sevents, publifhed his 
Apologetic, directed to the Magiftratcs of the Roman Empire ; befides his 
Books, Ad Nationes, De Idololatria , Ad Scapnlam , and many more. After 
him fucceeded Origen, whofe eight Books againft Celfus did not greater 
lervice to the Chriftian caufe, than they did honour to himfelf. Minn- 
tius Foelix, an eminent advocate at Rome, wrote a fhort, but moft ele¬ 
gant Dialogue between Ottavius and CMitts, which ( as Lattanths(a) long 
fince obferved ) fliews, how fit and able an advocate he would have been 
to aflert the truth, had he wholly applyed himfelf to it. About the time 
of Galius and Volufian, Cyprian addrefled himfelf in a difeourfe to Deme- 
tnan the Proconful of Afric, in behalf of the Chriftians and their Reli¬ 
gion, and publifhed his Trad De Idolorum vanitate, which is nothin 0, 
but an Epitome of Mimtius his Dialogue. Towards the clofe of that Ag? 
under Dtocleftan, Arnobins taught Rhetoric with great applaufe at Sicca in 
Afric ; and[being convinc’d of the truth of Chriftianity, could hardly 
make the Chriftians at firft believe that he was real. In evidence 
therefore of his fincerity, he wrote feven Books againft the Gentiles 
wherein he fmartly and rationally pleads the Chriftian caufe: as not 
long after his Scholar Lattantius, who under Dioclcjtan prok fled Rheto- 
ric at Nicomedia, fet himfelf to the compofing feveral difeourfes in de¬ 
fence of theChriftian, andfubverfion of the Gentile Religion. A Man 
witty and eloquent, but more happy in attacquing his Adverfaries, 

than 
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than in eftablifhing the Principles of his own Religion, many whereof 
lie leems not very diftin£Hy to have underftood. To all thefe I may add 
Apollonius, a Man vei led in all kind of Learning and Philofophy \ and (if- 
St. Hierom fay right ) a Senator of Rome, who in a let Oration with fb 
brave and generous a confidence, eloquently pleaded his own, and the 
caufeof Chriftianity before the Senate it felf; for which he fuffered as 
a Martyr in the Reign of Commodus. 

XIV. A N D as they thus defended Chriftianity on the one hand 
from the open affaults and calumnies of the Gentiles , fo were they no 
lefs careful on the other to clear it from the errors and Herefies, where- 
wich Men of perverfe and evil minds fought to corrupt and poyfbn it. 
And the chief of thofe that ingaged in this way were thefe, Agrippa Ca- 
jlor , a Man of great learning, in the time of Adrian, wrote an accurate 
Refutation of Baftlides and his Principles in xxiv. Books. Theophilus of 
Antioch againft Hermogenes and Marcion Apollinaris , Philip Bifhop of 
Gortyna in Crete, Mufantts, Mode fas, Rhodon, Tatians Scholar, Miltiades, 
Apollonius , Scrap ion Bifhop of Antioch , and hundreds more, who en¬ 
gag’d againft the Marcionites , Montanifis , and other Heretics of thofe 
times. But the principal of all was Irenaus, who took to task the moft 
noted Herefies of thofe Ages, and with incomparable induftry and 
quicknefs of reafoning unravelled their Principles, expofed their pra&i- 
ces, refuted their errors, whereby ( as he frequently intimates ) many were 
reduced and recovered to the Church. I might alfo mention leveral 
Others, who though not known to have particularly adventured in ei¬ 
ther of thefe ways, are yet renowned for their excellent skill in all Arts 
and Sciences, whereby they became eminently uleful to the Church. 
Such ( befides thofe whereof an account is given in the following worlO 
were Dicnyftus Bifhop of Corinth, Bardefanes the Syrian, whole learning 
and eloquence were above the common ftandard, though he alfo wrote 
againft almoft all the Herefies of the Age he lived in. Ammonias the 
celebrated Philofophcr of Alexandria , Julius Africanus, a Man peculiarly 
eminent for Hiftory and Chronology ; Dorotheas Presbyter of jlntiocb, 
famous for his skill in Hebrew , as well as other parts of learning ; Ana¬ 
tolius the Alexandrian , whom Eufebius magnifies fo much as the moft lear¬ 
ned Man, and acute Philofopher of his age, exquifitely skill’d in Arith¬ 
metic, Geometry, Aftronomy, Logic, Phylie, Rhetoric, and indeed what 
not? Pierius Presbyter of Alexandria , an eloquent Preacher, and fo 
great a Scholar, that he was commonly ftyled Origen Junior. But this 
is a field too large to proceed any further in, and therefore I flop here. 

(a tr- By all which it is evident, what St. Hierom (a) remarques, how little reafon 
phyruIsjiJiiL* Eelfns i Porphyry , and Julian had to clamour againft the Chriftians , as 
m\s, rMdi a rude and illiterate generation, who had no Learning, no Eloquence, or 
fmcamM- ?hil ° fo phy t0 recommend them. 

cant rorrnfr- 

fhtores , qui putant Ecchfiam, nullos Pbilofophos & tloqutntes , nnllos habuiffe Dofhres, qiunti & q’ulcs zhi earn fyi- 
davirint , txtruxtrint , & onuvirint , & defimvit fidem nofirm niflic.t txntm pmpliciutis argucre , ftimqm potiiis imptritim 
ag’iefcknt . S. Hieron. pr*f. ad Catalog, dc leript. Ecclcf. 

XV. A third advantage that Iielpt on the progrefs of Chriftianity, 
was the indefatigable zeal and indultry uled in the propagation of it. 
No ftone was left unturn’d, no Method unatteinpied , whereby they 

iviupipTsl might reclaim Men from error, and bring them over to the -wledg- 
a t. ix. ’ mentof the truth. Hence in an ancient Inscription f b )i,iib • up in 

• ''*> 


Spain, to the honour of Nero, they are deferibed under this Chat-after, 

UVI JSSOVAM GENERI HVM. SVPERStniON. 1NCVLCAB. 

Thofe who inculcated and obtruded a new Super(lition upon mankind. In¬ 
deed they were infinitely zealous to gain Prolelytes to the beft Religion 
in the World. They preached it boldly, and prayed heartily for the con- 
verfion and reformation of mankind, folicited their neighbours that were 
yet ftrangers to the Faith, inftrufted and informed new converts , and 
built them up on the mojl holy Faith. Thole that were of greater parts and 
eminency ere&ed and inftituted Schools, where they publickly taught 
thofe that reforted to them, grounding them in the rudiments of the 
Faith, and antidoting them both againft Heathens on the one fide, and 
Hereticks on the other. Among usf lays (a)Tatian ) not only the rich and ry 0rit com 
the wealthy learn our Pliilolophy, but the poor are freely dilciplined (; ^M 
. and inftrufted ; we admit all that are willing to learn, whether they be 
old or young. And what the fuccefs was, he tells (b) us a little after, that 
all their Virgins were fober and modeft, and were wont todifeourfe 
concerning divine things, even while they were fitting at their Diftafts. 

Nor did they content themlelves only to do thus at home, many of them 
freely expohng themlelves to all manner of hazards and hardfhips: no 
pains were thought great, no dangers confidcrable, no difficulties infu- 
perable, that they might enlarge the bounds of the Gofpel, travelling 
into the moft barbarous Nations, and to the remoteft corners of the 
World. “ The divine and admirable Difciples of the Apoftles ( fays 
“ W Eufebius ) built up the fuperftruftures of thofe Churches, the foun- CO* Eccifh 
4< dations whereof the Apoftles had laid in all Places where they came 
“ they everywhere promoted the publication of the Gofpel, lowing the 
“ feeds of that heavenly Doftrine throughout the whole World. °For 
“ their minds being inflamed with the love of a more divine Philofophy, 

“ according to our Lords counfel, they diftributed their eftates to the 
44 poor; and leaving their own Countries, took upon them the office of 
44 Evangelijls ; preaching Chrift, and delivering the Evangelical Wri- 
44 tings to thofe who had not yet fo much as heard of the Chriftian Faith. 

44 And no fooner had they founded the Faith in any foreign Countries, and 
44 ordained Guides and Paftors, to whom they committed the care of 
44 thole new Plantations, but they prefently betook themlelves to other 
“ Nations, ratifying their Doftrine with tliQ miraculous powers of that 
4t Divine Spirit that attended them ; fo that as foon as ever they bewail 
44 to preach, the people univerfally flocked to them, and chearfully and 
“ heartily embraced the worfliip of the true God, the great Creator of 
“ the World. In the number of thefe Evangelical Miffionaries, that were 
of the firft Apoftolical lucceffion, were Silas, Sylvanns, Crefcens , Andro~ 
mens, Trophimus, Marcus, Arijlarchus , &c. as afterwards PanUrns who 
went into India, Pothinns and lrenaus from Smyrna into France each 
fucceffively becoming Bifhop of Lyons, and infinite others mentioned 
in the Hiftories and Martyrologies of the Church, who counted not their 
lives to be dear unto them, fo that they might finifls their conrfe with joy , and 
make known the myftery of the Golpel to the ends of the earth. 

Y > Chriftianity recommended it felf to the 
World by the admirable lives of its profeffors, which M ere fo truly 
confonant to all the laws of virtue and goodnefs, as could not but recon¬ 
cile the wiler and more unprejudiced part of the Gentile world to a bet¬ 
ter opinion of it, and vindicate it from thofe abfurd and fen fiefs cavils 

that 
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that were made againft it. For when they faw Cliriftians every where {b 
lerioufly devout and pious, fb incomparably chaft and fbber, of foch hum¬ 
ble and mortified tempers, fo ftrictly juft and righteous, fb kind and cha¬ 
ritable, not to themfelves only, but to all mankind, they concluded 
there mull be fbmething more than humane in it: as indeed no argument 
is fo convi&ive, as a demonftration from experience. Their fingular 
piety, and the diftipline of their manners weighed down all the difad- 
vantages they were under. The divine and moft admirable Apo- 
c. 24. p. 94.’ ftics of Clirift (lays (a) Etifchins ) how rude foever they were in fpeech, 
were yet ndv fiiov cbtpcos vjey K o.^rx,py.evot, xa< apgT>i 'ttii -vj/j^ecs tonu<rfjoinivGi) 
of the moft pure and holy lives, and had their minds adorned with all 
forts of virtue. And fucli generally were the Cliriftians of the fuccced- 
ing Ages ; they did not entertain the World with a parcel of good words 
and a plaufible ftory, but Ihewed their Faith by their works, and proved 
the divinity of their Religion by the heavenlinels of their lives. Wc 
(lays the Chriltian in (E) Minntins Ficlix ) defpife the pride and foperci- 
fii. n p.\T. Sea lioufnefs of Fhilolbphers, whom we know to be debauched perlons, 
and always eloquent againft thole vices of which themlelves are moft 
guilty. For wc mealure not wifdom by mens garbs and habits, but by 
their mind and manners; nor do we lpeak great things lo much as live 
them, glorying that we have attained what they earneftly lought, but 
could never find. Cliriftians were then the only perlons that really 
were what they pretended to, Men heartily reformed from vice to vir- 
tuc •* “ Being perfuaded ( as Jujlin Martyr tells (c) the Emperors ) by the 
“ Wordy we have renounced the Demons, and through the Son worfhip 
u the only and unbegotten Deity : and we who heretofore took pleafure 
“ in adulteries, do now embrace the ftri&eft chaftity ; and who were ad- 
“ dialed to magic arts, have devoted our (elves to the benign and immor¬ 
tal God: we who valued eftate and riches before all things in the 
“ World, do now call what we have in common, diftributing to every 
“ one according to his need : we who by hatred and daughters mutually 
“ raged againft each other, and refus’d to fit at the fame fire with thole 
“ who were not of our own tribe ; fmee Chrift’s appearing in the W orld, 
“ familiarly converle together, pray for our enemies, and for the conver- 
“ fion of thole that unjuftly hate us, endeavouring to perfuade them to 
“ live according to the excellent precepts of Chriit, that lo they may 
“have juft ground to hope for the fame rewards with us from the great 
“judge of the World. Indeed flrange was the efficacy of theChriftian 
Doblrine over the minds of Men, which the Chri- 
Ttrfui. Apol. c. 5. p. 4. ad Nation, c. 1. p. 41. fti an Apologifts at every turn plead asanuncon- 
mfiTZutb 8 8 ,’/i'o 5 /k• p! * 2 3 8,’i4^15 1 ’ troulable evidence of their Religion; that it made 
1 17-lib. 4. p. 167. lib. 6. p. 30 6. Hb. 7. p. 364. all forts of perfons that complied with it, chaft and 
l c.26. f ‘p% 9 28%b. ! l b .c. pa £p.‘ hb ‘ 3 ' temperate, quiet aud peaceable, meek and modeft, 

and afraid of the leaft appearance and colour of 
J. MaYt.orat. ad Gm. p. 40. Atbmg. Ugat. w j iat was CV il. When the Heathens derided them 

p.iz.Cltm. Alex. Strom.1.7. />. 705,709, 7 14, ,, . . r . . . r , . 

719,728. Mimic. Fed. p. 25, 30. Amob. adv. for the mean and unpompous lolemnities of their 
Gmt, 1.7. p. 10$.Orig.amtr.ctif. i. 8. p. 385, Religion, they univerfally declared, that God rc- 
Epitm f.*2.°p. 7V*'* ^ fp e & e d 110 Man for any external excellencies or ad¬ 
vantages, it was the pure and the holy Soul he de¬ 
lighted in ; that he flood in no need of blood or frnoke, perfumes and 
incenfe; that the greateft and beft facrifice was to offer up a mind truly 
devoted to him: that meeknefs and kindnefs, and humble heart, and an 

inno- 
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innocent life, was the Sacrifice with which God was well pleafed, and 
infinitely beyond all Holocaufis and Oblations; that a pious and devout 
mind was the fitted Temple for God to dwell in , and that to do ones 
duty, toabftainfrom fin, to be intent upon the Offices and Miniftrati- 
ons of Prayer and Praife, is the trueft Feftival; yea, that the whole life of 
a good Man is nothing elfe but a holy and feftival folemnity. This was 
the Religion ofChriftians then, and it rendred their profeffion amiable 
and venerable to the World ; and forced many times its moft violent op- 
pofers to fall down, and fay that God was in them of a truth. But the IeR 
of this Argument is faid here, a full account having been given of it in a 
work peculiar to this Subjeft. 

XVII. FIFTHLY, The Difciples of this holy and excellent Religi¬ 
on gained innumerable Profelytes to their Party by their Patience and 
Conftancy under Sufferings. They were immutably refolved to main¬ 
tain their ftation, notwithftariding all the attempts made to beat them 
from it: They entertained the fierceft threatnings with an unfhaken mind, 
and fearlefly beheld the Racks and Engins prepared for them: They 
laughed at torments, and courted flames, and went out to meet Death in 
ics blacked: drefs : They dyed rejoycing, and triumphed in the midft of 
the greateft tortures; which hapning for fome ages almoft every day, 
could not but convince their enemies that they were in good earnelt; 
that they heartily believed their Religion to be true, and that there muft 
beadivineandfupernatural power going along with it, that could fup- 
port them under it; which JuJiin Martyr confefTes, was one main in- 
ducementof his Converfionto Chriftianity. What particular methods 
of cruelty were ufed towards the Primitive Chriftians, and with how 
brave and generous a patience, with what evennefs and tranquillity of 
mind thev bore up under the heavieft and acuteft torments, we have fuf- 
ficiently declared in another place : and therefore fhall here only take a „ . rU 
fhort furvey of thole ten famous Perfecutions, that fo eminently exercifed pl7.ir.cl 7. 
the Faith and Patience of the Primitive Saints, and then colled the force 
of the Argument refulting from it. And this the rather, becaufe it will 
prefent us with the beft profpebl of the ftate of the Church in thofe ear¬ 
ly ages of it. As to the particular dates and Periods of fome of thefe per¬ 
fections, different accounts are aflignedby Sulpitius Severn, Eufebius , 

Orofius, Mierom, and others; we fhall follow that which fhall appear to 
be moft likely and probable. 

XVIII. THE firft that railed a general Perfecution againft the Chri¬ 
ftians, was Nero, as Tertuliian (a) tells the Gentiles ; and for the truth of r > . 
it, refers them to their own public Archives and Records. A Prince of that p.6. *' 5 ' 

wild and ungovernable temper, of fuch brutifh and extravagant manners, 
that their own Writers fcruple not to ftyle him, a Beaft in humane fhape,’ 
and the very monfter of mankind. He was guilty of the moft unboun¬ 
ded Pride and Ambition, Drunkennefs, Luxury, and all manner of Debau¬ 
chery, Sodomy and Inceft, which he attempted to commit with his own 
Mother. But cruelty feemed to predominate among his other vices; 
befldes infinite others, he difpatched the greateft part of the Se¬ 
nate, put to death his Tutor Seneca and his Wife, Lucan the Poet; nay 
violated all the Laws of Nature, in falling upon his own near Relations: 
he was privy to, if not guilty of the death ofhis Father Claudius ; killed 
his two Wives, 0 El avia and Poppaa, and murdered Antonia becaufe 
refuung to fucceedin their Bed; he poifoned his Brother Britannicus: 

( c J and 
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and to corrrpleat all thefe villanies, fell next upon his own Mother Agrip¬ 
pina, whom he hated for her free reproving his loofnels and extravagan¬ 
cy v and having firft fpoiled her of all public honours and cauled her to 
be openly difgraced and derided, then thrice attempted her life by poi- 
fon, he at laft fent an AflkiTniate to flab her. A nd the tradition then went, 
that not content to do this, he himfelf came and beheld her naked Corps, 
contemplating and handling its leveral parts ; commending fbme and dife 
praifing others; And if thus barbarous and inhumane towards his own 
Kindred and Subje&s, we cannot think lie was over-favourable to Chri- 
(z'HXctkj. i. Rians; wanting this title ( fays Eufebins ) ( 4 ) to be added to all the r^ft, to 
a.f.45. p.6j. be ftyled the firft Emperor that became an Enemy to the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion, publifhing Laws and Edicts for the fuppreflingofit; and profecu- 
ting thole that profelfed it, with the utmoil rigour in every place; and 
that upon this occafion. Among infinite other inftances of his madnels 
and folly, he took up a relblution to burn Rome , either as being offen¬ 
ded with the narrownefs of the ftreets, and the deformity of the build¬ 
ings, or ambitious to become the author of a more ftately and magnifi¬ 
cent City, and to call it after his own name. But however it was, he 
caufed it to be fet on fire, about the XIX. of July, Ann. Cbrifi. LXIV. The 
conquering flames quickly prevailed over that City , that had 16 often 
triumphed over the reft of the World, in fix or feven days ipoiling and 
reducing the far greateft part of it ( ten Regions of fourteen ) into 
afhes ; laying wafte Houles and Temples, and all the venerable Antiqui¬ 
ties and Monuments of that place, which had been preferved with fe> 
much care and reverence for many ages', himfelf in the mean while 
from Mecanas his Tower beholding the fad fpe£lade with pleafure and 
delight, and in the habit of a Flayer, flinging the deftrudtiom of 1 roy> 
And when the People would have but fearched theRuinesof their own 
houfes, he forbad them, not fuffering them to reap what trite Mercy of 
the flames had fpared. This Adi ( as well it might) expofcd him to all 
the hatred and deteftation , wherewith an injured and abufcd People 
could refent it, which he endeavoured to remove by large promifes, and 
great rewards, by confulting the Sibylline Books, and by public fuppli- 
cations and facrifices to the gods. Not with (landing all which, Tad- 
tus (A) tells us, the People ftill believed him to be the author of the mif- 
M 4 -M> 9 - chief. 'This not fucceeding, he fought to clear himfelf by deriving the 
odium upon the Chriftians, whom he knew to be fufficiently hateful to 
the People, charging them to have been the Incendiaries, and proceed¬ 
ing againft them with the raoft exquifitc torments. Having apprehended 
fbme, whom they either forced or perlwaded to confefs themfelves guil¬ 
ty, by their means great numbers of others were betrayed j whom 7 V 
r/>«jconfelfes, that not the burning of the City, but the common hatred 
made criminal. They were treated with all the inftances of feorn and 
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cruelty; fbme of them were wrapt up in the skins of wild Beads, and 
worried by Boggs *, others crucified*, others burnt alive, being clad in pa¬ 
per coats dipt in pitch, wax, and fuch combuftible matters ; that when 
day-light failed, they might ferve for Torches in the night. Thefefpe- 
claclesiV<r<? exhibited in his own Gardens, which yet the People enter¬ 
tained with more pity than pleafure ; knowing they were done not for the 
public benefit, but meerly togratifie his own private rage and malice. Lit¬ 
tle better ufage did the Chriftians meet with in other parts of the Em¬ 
pire, as appears from the infeription (c) found at Clunia in Spain, dedicated 
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to Nero in memory of his having cleared the Province of tliofe that had 
introduced a new Super A.tion amongft mankind. Under this Periccuri- 
on lunered TecU, Torques, Torquatos, MarceUus, and feveral others men¬ 
tioned in the ancient Martyrologies, efpecially theApoftles iWand 
Paul ; the one upon the Crofs, the other by the Sword. 

1 X1 ?' troublefome viciffitudes and revolutions of affairs that 
hapned under the fucceeding Emperors, Galba, Otho, and Vitettius : and 
themildand merciful dlfpofition of VeffafianvaATitus, gaveiomereft 

pVrSECUtTov JJ ucceedin S. began a SECOND 

ECU TIO N. A Man of a temper vaftly different from that 
of his Father and lus Brother ; for though at firft he put on a pla^fibfe 
carnage, yet lie foon left off the vizor, and appeared like himfelf - la- 
zy and unaa've, lll-natur d and fufpicious, griping and covetous, proud 
mKlmfo'entiyea, fo vainly ambitious as to affeft Divinity, inallpublfe 
Edids a (Turning to himfelf, and m all Petitions and Addreffes requiring 
from others the titles of Lord and God. He never truly lov^d an? 

Man; and when lie molt pretended it, it was a Pure fign of that mans 
ruine. H,s cruelty he exercis'd firft upon flies, thoulfnds whereof lie 
difpatched every day ; next upon Men, and tliofe of all ranks and ftates 
putting to death the moll illuftnous Senators, and perfons of the create 
eft honour and nobility upon the mod trilling pretences • and manv 
times for no cauft at all. In the fietcencfs and brutalkyof 3 
heequall d Nero, Rortio Neronis de crude lit ate, as Tcrtullian ftilcs him • 
nay, in this exceeded him : that Nero was content to command execu- oc '^ tr Clt ‘ 
tionto be done at a diftance, while D omit tan took pleafure in behold- 
ing lus cruelties exercifed before his eyes.- An argument of a temper 
deeper died in blood. But the Chriftians, alas, bore the heavieftfeXf 

lus rage and malice, whom he every where perfecuted either by death 

or bamfliment. Under him St. JohnthcEvaugeliJl was lent for tiw 
and by his command thrown into a Cauldron of boiling oil: in the midft 
whereof when the Divine Providence had miraculoufly prefii vedhim 

Germ^i ed F/ te c/ banin ^ d T‘ n “ Fl ' tmos ‘ He put to death his Coufin- 
Oc man f'/ CWw f at that time Couful) for being a Chriftian 
and bamlhed Ins Wife El. DomitiHa f his own kinfvvoman fife, ; upon the 
fame account into die Ifland Paudataria. At length his brutffh and 
bloody pi aftices rendrecl him intolerable to his own friends and flervants 
who confpird againft him ( his own Wife Domitia being of the confctle- 
acy ) and flew him. His fucccffor AVro* abrogated his A£fs, and recal 
fed tliofe whom lie had proferibed and baniflied; amongwhomSt ToL 

lied to Ephfu^ ° f that ^ of Revocation, quitted Patmos, and retur- 
XX. THE THIRD PER^PrTTTmxT 
under Trajan, whom Ncrva had adopted to beliis Succc^ffor' 0 ATdncc 
1 c was of excellent and incomparable virtues, whole juftice and impar- 
afthibt S entl euefsand modefty, munificence and liberality, kindness and 
affability, icndred him infinitely dear and acceptable to the people • the 
extravagancies of lus Predcceffors not a little efutributit en 

lus Government to them. He was mild and dir-paflionate° fam lkr and 
he li , l ,ff,°lf ’ A Viewed a great reverence to the Senate, by’whofe advice 
he ufuatly afled; and they to requite him, gave him the titfe of Oo,Z “ 
as whom they fudged the bell of all their Princes. He mw© 
and innocently with all Men, being defirous rather to be beWed 
< c 2 > . than 
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than cither fear’d or honour’d by the people. The glory of all which 
is exceedingly ftain’d in the Records of the Church by 1 lisle vcre pro¬ 
ceedings againft the Chriftians. He looked upon the Religion of the 
Km pi re as daily undermin’d by this new way of Worlh ip, that the num¬ 
bers of Chriftians grew formidable, and might poftibly endanger the 
peace and tranquillity of the Roman State ; and that there was no bet- 
' ter way to fecure to himlelf the favour of the gods, elpecially in his 
Wars, than to vindicate their caufe againft the Chriftians. Accordingly 
therefore he ilfued out orders to proceed againft them, as illegal Societies 
erected and a&ing contrary to the Laws ; in which number all Colleges 
( 0 / • '.i-' ?. and Corporations were accounted, that were not ( a ) fettled either by the 
i'of S ‘^ Emperors conftitution, or the Decree of the Senate; and the perfons 
22°.' 47 ‘ (bj frequenting them adjudged guilty of High Trealon. Indeed the Empe- 
mvipianrh vors ( as we have elfcwhere obferved ) were infinitely fufpiciousof fuch 
ibl.l. meetings, as which might eafily confpire into Fa&ion and Treafon : and 
{c)tib. io. e- therefore when Pliny ( c ) interceded with Trajan in the behalfof the City of 
Ml .4 W 3 * Nicomedia, that being fo fubjed to fires, he would conftitute a corpora¬ 
tion of Smiths , though but a finall number, which might be eafily kept 
in order, and which he promifed to keep a particular eye upon : The 
Emperor anfwered, By no means, for we ought to remember {fays he ) 
that that Province, and cfpecially thofe Cities arc greatly difturbed by 
filch kind of Factions; and whatever the title or the occafion be, if they 
meet together, they will be HeterU, though lefs numerous than the reft. 
That they look’d upon thcChriftian Affemblies as in the number of thefe 
unlawful Corporations; and that under this pretence Trajan endeavou¬ 
red to fupprefs them, will appear from Pliny s Letter to him. In the mean 
time he commanded them either to offer facrifice to the Gods, or to be 
punifhed as contemners of them. The people alfo in feveral places by 
popular tumults falling foul upon them. The chief of thofe who ob¬ 
tained the Crown of Martyrdom under him were S. Clemens Bifhop 
of Rome , S. Simeon Bifhop of Jerufalem, and S. Ignatius Bifhop of An- 
tioch, whom Trajan himfelf condemned, and fent to Rome , there to be 
thrown to wild Beafts. 

XXI. THE Perfecution rag’d, as in the other parts of the Empire, 
fb efpecially in the Provinces of Pontus and Bithynia , where Pliny the 
younger (who had fome time fince been Confulj then governed as Pro¬ 
prietor with Confular power and dignity. Who feeing vaft multitudes 
of Chriftians indi&ed by others, and prefling on of themfelves to exe¬ 
cution, and that to proceed feverely againft all that came, would be in 
a manner to lay wafte thofe Provinces, he thought good to write to the 
Emperor about this matter; to know his pleafure in the cafe. His Let¬ 
ter, becaufe acquainting us fb exactly with the ftate of the Chriftians, 
and the manner of proceeding againft them, and giving fo eminent a tefti- 
mony to their innocency and integrity, wc Shall here infert. 


C. PLIN- 
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C. P L I N I U S to the Emperor T R A J A N. 

I T is my cuftom,, Sir, in all affairs wherein I doubt, to have rccoujfc to you. 

For who can better either /way my irrefolution, or inJlrnCl my ignorance \ 

I have never been heretofore prefent at the examination and trial of Chrifti¬ 
ans ; and therefore know not what the crime is , and how far it is wont to 
be punifhed, or how to proceed in thefe enquiries. Nor was I a little at a 
lop, whether regard be to be had to difference of Age ; whether the young 
and the weak be to be dijlingu/fhed from the more ftrong and aged?whe¬ 
ther place may be allowed to repentance, and it may be of any advantage to 
him, who once was aChrijlian, to ceafe to be fo ? Whether the name alone 
without other offences, or the offences that go along with the name, ought to 
be puni/Jjed ? In the mean time towards thofe who as Chriftians have been 
brought before me, I have taken this courfe', I asked them whether they were 
Chriftians ? If they confeffed, I asked them once and again, threading 
pnnifhment ; if they perftfted, I commanded them to be executed. For , / 

did not at all doubt but that, whatever their confeffion was, their 
jhwbor.mcfs and inflexible obftinacy ought to be punifljed. Others there 
guilty of the like madnefs , whom becaufe they were R.oman Citizens 
.1 adjudged to be tranfmitted to Rome. While things thus proceeded, the 
■rror, as is uftial,fpreadingfarther , more cafes did enfue. A name lefs 
Libel wasprefented, containing the names of many who denied themfelves 
to be, or to have been Chriftians. Thefe, when after my example theyinvo- 
cat ed the Gods, and offered Wine and Incenfe toyour Statue (which for that 
purpofe I had commanded to be brought together with the images of the Gods ) 
and had moreover blafphcmcd Chrift ( which it's faid none that are true Chri¬ 
ftians can be compelled to do ) ldifmifs'd ; others mentioned in the Libel con- 
feffed themfelves Chriftians, but prcfently denied it, that they had indeed been 
fuch, but had renounced ir, fome by the fpacc of three years, others many 
years fince, and one five and twenty years ago. All which paid their reve¬ 
rence and veneration to your Statue , and the images of the Gods , and bit ft 
phemed Chrift. They affirmed that the whole fum of that Scd or error 
lay in this, that they were wont upon a fet folemn day'to meet tom her be¬ 
fore Sun-rife, and tofing. among themfelves a Hymn to Chrift, the God 
whomthey worftjipped, and oblige themfelves by an Oath, not to commit any 
wickcdnefs, but to abftain fromTheft, Robbery , Adultery, to keep Faith 
and when required, toreftore any pledge intrufted with them. Which done \ 
then to depart for that time , and to meet again at a common meal, to partake 
of a promifmotes and harmleffood ; which yet they laid a fide, after 1 had pub- 
liftjcd an Fdicl, forbidding , according to your order , the Heterije (or ' 
unlawful Affemblies ) lobe kept. To fat is fie my felf in the truth hereof, I 

commanded two Maidens called Deaconeffes, to be examined upon the 
Rack. Lut I perceived nothing\ but a lewd and immoderate Super ft it ion, 
and therefore fnreeafing any further procefs, I have fent to pray your ad¬ 
vice : For the cafejeemcd to me very worthy to be consulted about ; efpcci- 
ally considering the great numbers that are in danger: for very many of all 
ages and ranks, both Men and Women arc, and will be called in queftion: 
the contagion of this Super ft it ton having over-fpread not only Cities, but 
1 owns and Country Villages, which yet [cents poffible to be Jlopt and curd. 

It s very evident that the Temples, which were almoft quite forfaken, begin 
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to be frequented , that the holy Rites and Solemnities of a Ion" time neg¬ 
lected are fet on foot again, and that Sacrifices are from all parts brought 
to be fold, which hitherto found very few to buy them. Whence 5 tis eafte to con¬ 
jecture, what multitudes of perfons might be reclaim'd, if place be given tto 
repentances ' 

This Letter was written, as is probable, about the year of our Lord 
CVII. Traj. IX. Trajan lying then at Antioch, in order to his Wars in 
the Eajt , and where the Perfection was very hot. By which ’tis evi¬ 
dent, what urireafonable and inveterate prejudices even the more mo¬ 
derate and ingenuous part of the Gentile-wovld had entertained againft 
the Chriftian Religion ; that though fo innocent and unblameable, as to 
extort an honourable Character from its greateft enemies, and moll ma¬ 
licious A poftates, though Racks and Tortures could force out nothin* 
to its difadvantage ; yet rather than notexprefs their refentments ( what 
was unbecoming Men of parts and breeding ) they loaded it with ill 
names and hard words. Pliny we fee here fcruples not to flylc it not 
only an error, but madnefs , and a wicked and immoderate Superjlition 
charging the conftant profeffion of it, for ftubbornnefs , and an incura¬ 
ble obfttnacy , whatinitfelf was the effect of the moil brave and gene¬ 
rous ref olut ion. And the very fame civility it found from his two inti- 
mate friends, Tacitus and Suetonius , the one whereof calls it a {a) detejl - 
able , the other a (bj novel and mifehievous Superjlition. By this account 
n a . lfo we f ee > tIlat though the feverity of the Perfecution might tempt 
fome to turn Renegades , yet that fb vaft was the fpread which Chriftianity 
had made in thofe parts, that this great Man knew not how to deal with 
them. To direft him therefore in this affair, the Emperor returned this 
following Refcript. 

TRAJAN to FLINT, 

Greeting. 

A S to the mannner of your procedure , my Secundus, in examining 
the caufes of thofe who have been brought before yon for being Chri- 
jtians, you have taken the courfc which yon ought to take : for no certain 
and general Law can be fo framed, as fljall provide for all particular cafes. 
Let them not be fought for ; but if they be accus'd and convicted, let them 
be punifljed: yet fo, that if any denies himfelf to be a Chriftian, and fljall 
give evidence of it by doing facrifce to our gods , although heretofore he 
has been fufpetted , let him be pardoned upon his repentance. But as for 
Labels,publiftjed without the name of the Authors, let them not be valid as to the 
Crimes they charge ; for that were an HI precedent , and is not the ufwe 
of our Reign. J vS 

Tertullian (c) fpeaking of this Imperial Edi&, calls it “ A fentence con¬ 
founded by a ftrange necefTity: it allows them not to be fought for, 
“ as if they were innocent, and yet commands them to be published, as 
“ if they were guilty; itfparesand rages, diffembles, and yet punifhes. 
“Why does he intangle himfelf in his own cenfure? If he condemns 
“them, why does he not hunt them out? If he thinks them not to be 
“ Latch’d out, why does he not acquit them ? Where Tertullian leems 
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to argue more like an Orator than Logician. For Trajan might be un¬ 
willing the Chriftians fhould be nicely hunted out, and yet not think 
the m innocent: he could not find them guilty of any enormous crime, 
but only of a ftrange and novel Superftition: and therefore while 
they concealed themfelves, did not think it reafonable that they 
fhould be left to the malice and rapine of bufie under-OfRcers, who aft- 
ed under the Prefidents and Governors of Provinces, meCr Sycophants 
and Calumniators, ovy^dvrcu $ c f dfoZfeJioov as (*) Melito (*)Ap.E*ftb* 

ftyles them in his Apology to M. Antoninus , impudent accufers, and H E S cLL <- 
ravenous devourersof other mens eftates, of whom he complains, that M47 ‘ 
under a pretence of the Imperial Edifts they day and night openly fpoil 
and plunder the harmlefs and the Innocent. Thefe Trajan might think 
fit to reftrain , but where there was notoriety of Fad, where Chriftians 
were duly cited before the public Tribunals, and the charge fubftanti- 
ally made good, there they were to be left to the fentence of the Law. 

But however it was, by this means the edge of their enemies Fury was 
taken off; and though the popular rage might in fome particular places 
“ill continue, yet the general force and rigour of the Perlecution did abate 
and ceafe. 

XXII; T RAJ A N dying at Selinus in Cilicia, Adrian ( whom he had 
adopted ) fucceeded in the Empire. A Prince of excellent parts, and 
no inconfiderable learning, (x.vaexM'm.'T©. as (b) Athen&us calls him, a. 

a Prince greatly devoted to the Mules, and yet one in whom ’tis hard c.i6.p.$6i.' 
to fay whether Vice or Virtue had the upper hand; and which is 
more, who leemed to reconcile moft vices with their contrary virtues. Ho 
highly honoured the Senate, without whole Authority he would never 
tranfatt any affairs of moment; and upon folemn days would condefcend 
to wait upon the Confuls to their own houfes; and yet was proud and 
vain-glorious, and ambitious of Honour, which he greedily catcht at up¬ 
on every little occafion. He was magnificent in his works, and liberal in 
Ins gifts ; but withal envious, detract ing from the glory of his Prede- 
j atl ^ difeommending the moft eminent Artifts in all 

land of faculties. He familiarly converfed with his friends, vifited them 
in their ficknefs many times twice or thrice a day, treated them with the 
freedom andkindnefs of companions ; and yet he was fierce and cruel' 
as is evident by the many perfons of nobility and renown whom he 
put to death. But we have noted enough of his charafter elfewhcre, in 
the life of St. Quadratus. He was addifted to Magic, and a great Zealot 
for Religion; efpecially the Rites of Greece : but defpifed and hated all 
other Religions, upon which account he was no good friend to Chri- 
fhans. In lus time, a FOURTH PE R SEC U T I ON was raifed 
agamftthem, and fb Sulpitius Severus ( cj pofitively calls it; I know Eu- ( c >> u-Saet. /. 
Jebius followed by Orofiw and fome others, afligns the Fourth Perfecution 2,M42, 
to the Reign of M. Aurelius ; but whoever impartially confiders the 
itate of things, will fee that it ought to be fixed here. ’Tis true, we 
do not find any new Laws which this Emperor made againft tlie Cliri- 
ltians, but the Laws of his Predeceffors were ftill in force, and the Peo¬ 
ple in moft places were ready enough to run upon this errand of their 
own accord, and to facrifice the poor innocent Chriftians to their own 
lpight and malice. Whence Eufebim fpeaking of the Apologies prefen- (d)H.EccU(t 
ted to this Emperor, fays ( d) it was becaufe wicked and ill-minded Men 4 c. 3 . p. Us. 
began vex and difturb the Chriftians. And S. Hierom 0) more parties 

larly 



XXIV 


The Introduction. 


(*) £p‘ft- ad 

Align. Or at. 
p. 327. Tom.2. 


(b)Ttrtul.lib. 
sdSctptd.t, 4, 
M*. 


(V) Eutrop. H. 
Rom. lib. 8 . p. 
J 9 i 9 . 


larly tells us, that the zeal which the Emperor fliewed in being initiated 
into the holy myfteries and the Rites of Greece, gave opportunity and 
encouragement to the People (though without any particular Warrant) 
to fall upon them ;■ and this he elfe-where (a) calls a mofl grievous Per fe¬ 
rn ton. And fo indeed it was, as is evident, not only from the Apolo¬ 
gies which both Ruadratus and Ariftides prefented to the Emperor in be¬ 
half of the Chriftians, but that when Arrius (ti) Antoninus ( whom moll 
fuppofed to have been the fame with him that fucceeded Adrian ) was Pro- 
tonful of Afia, and feverely profecuted the Chriftians there, all the Chri¬ 
ftians of the City where he refided as one Man befet his Tribunal, openly 
confcfling themfelves to be Chriftians. He amazed at the multitude, 
caufed feme few of them to be executed, telling the reft, that if they 
had a mind to end their lives, they had Precipices and Halters 
enough at home, and need not come thither for execution. Nay fb 
high did it arife, that Sennius Gram anus, one of the following Procon- 
fuls was forced to write to Adrian for its mitigation; which the Empe¬ 
ror accordingly commanded by a Refcript, dire&edto Minutius Funda - 
nut. Grant an/a his Succeffor in that Province ; as he did alfb to feveral 
others; as Melito particularly tells us in his Apology. But though the 
fire feemed to be pretty well quenched at prelent, yet did it breakout 
again in the fucceeding Reign of Antoninus Pius, devouring many, whole 
Sufferings are recorded in the Martyrologies of the Church ; and for 
the flopping whereof, Juflin Martyr exhibited an Apology to this Em¬ 
peror, which produced this excellent Letter of his to the Common Corns- 
til of Afia , in favour of the Chriftians, which we have exemplified in 
the Life of Juflin Marty. 

XXIII. T O Antoninus Pius fucceeded M. Aurelius Antoninus, and his 
Brother L. Verus. M. Aurelius was a perfon of whom the Writers of 
his Life defervedly fpeak great things. He was a good Man, and a great 
Philofopher, and whom the Hiftorian (t) fays, ’tis eafier to admire, than 
to commend. But lie was infinitely fupcrftitious in his Religion, and 
therefore eafily blown up by the Prieils and Philofophers that were 
about him into a prejudice againft Chriftianity, and perfuaded to let on 
foot the FIFTH PERSECUTION againft the Chriftians; 
whom he endeavoured to curb and fupprefs by new Laws and Edi£ls, ex¬ 
posing them to all the malice and fiercenefs of their enemies. ThePer- 
lecution began in the Eajlern parts about the feventh year of his Reign, 
where it continued almoft all his time; and not content to flay there, 
fpread it felfinto the Weft, efpecially France, where it raged with great 
leverity. That the conflid was very fharp and fierce, may be gueffed 
at by the crowd of Apologies that were prefented to him by Juflin 
Martyr , Melito , Athenagoras, and Apoilmans . In Afia St. Polycarp Bimop 
of Smyrna was firft condemned to the fire, and then run through with a 
Sword, with twelve more from Philadelphia, who fuflered with him, 
and Germanicus who a little before was devoured by wild Beafls. At 
Rome, befides Ptolomy and Lucius, Juflin the Martyr with his fix com¬ 
panions , Chari to, Charitina , Euelpiflus , Hierax , Peon, and Valeri anus 
were beheaded. In the French Perfecution fuflfered Vettius Epagathns> 
a young Man of incomparable Piety and Magnanimity; Blandina a Lady 
of lingular Virtue, who after infinite and inexpreffible torments was 
tied to a beam in fafhionof a Crofs, and thrown to wild Beafls; Biblit, 
who though at firft through frailty fhe denied the Faith, yet recovered 

her 


her courage, and expired in the midft of the acuteft tortures. .Pot bint# 

Bifhop of Lyons above XC. years old beaten arid ftoned to death. San- 
Sfus, a Deacon of Vien, together with Maturus, expofed in ^ Amphi¬ 
theater, tormented, and imprifoned feveral days together, prefented to 
wild Beafls, placed in an Iron Chair red hot, and' at laft run through with 
a Spear. At talus a Roman Citizen difgracefully led up and down in 
triumph, roafted in an Iron Chair, and then beheaded ; as wa$ alfb Alex? 
ander the Phyfician, a Phrygian, who readily profeffed hiriifelfa Chriftian 
and Ponticus a youth of fifteen years of Age, who through all the me¬ 
thods of Cruelty and torment, which might have fhaken a mature age 
entred into the Kingdom of Heaven. A larger arid more particular account 
of all whole Martyrdoms is recorded in the Letter written by the 
Churches of Lyons and Vien in France , to thofe of Afia arid Phrygia , yet 
extant in Eufebius. At length the Emperor feems to have relaxed the Per* 
fecution, inclined to it, as is thought, by the remarkable Vittoiy which 
he gained in his German Wars, by the Prayers of the Chriftian Legion, 
when the fortunes of the Roman Empire lay at flake, and the Chriftians 
fb fignally, fb immediately engaged Heaven m its refeue and deliverance, 
by fupplying them with rain, and fighting againft the enemy with light¬ 
ning and thunder. Whereupon the Emperour is laid to have Written to 
the Senate, acknowledging the greatnefs of the blefling, and command¬ 
ing all juft favour andindulgenceto.be fhewed to the Chriftians, The 
fubftance of theftory is univerfally owned by the Gentile writers, though 
out of fpight to the Chriftians they either aferibe it to the power of Ma¬ 
gic, or the prevalency of the Emperors own Prayers. That there were 
luch Letters written, is plain, in that Tcrt Allan (a) who lived but a little td)Apol e k 
after, cites them, and appeals to them; though I confefs little ftreft can be P • & lib. 
laid upon the Epiftle that is extant at this day. There is ftill extant (b) a iy af>c ' 4 * 
Law of M. Aurelius, and his Brother Verus, permitting thofe who follow Wp.vipm. 
the Jeivijh Superflition to obtain honours, and granting them guards to 3 * 

defend them from wrong and injury. By this very learned Men 0) under* CO 
ftand Chriftians, at leall equally with the Jews ; thefe two being com- P kn£lA ^ f-8. 
monly confounded by the Writers of thofe times, and Superflition the trot/f 
woj-d by which they ufually denote Chriftianity. But however it was, dtjuV 
this Law was made before that German Viftory, M. Aurelius not being lifts*Uni* 
in^aged in that War, till after the death of his Brother Verus. Syntdr.i. i.e. 2 . 

XXIV. THE Chriftian'Affairs were tolerably quiet and peaceable 

during the Reigns of Commodus, JEl.Pertinax, and Julian, till Sever us Lxgd.proUg. 3.' 
got into the Throne; a Prince witty and learned, prudent and politic, Ma * 
hardy and valiant, but withal crafty and fubtil, treacherous and unfaith¬ 
ful, bloody and pafiionate, and as the Hiftorian (d) obferves, of a nature C dyspariiain 
truly anfwering to his name, VerePertinax, vere Severus. Under him 
began the SI X T H P E R S E C U TI O N : for though at firft he f ‘ 

Die wed himfelf favourable to the Chriftians, yet afterwards he changed 
his mind, and gave ear to thofe who traduced them as an impious and*m- 
famous generation ; a People that defigned nothing but Treafon and 
Rebellion againft the State. Whereupon he not only fuifered his Mini¬ 
fied and Governors of Provinces to treat them with all imaginable cru- ■ 
elty; but he himfelf gave out Edifts, forbidding any under the moft 
terrible penalties to profefs either the Jeivijh or Chriftian Religion ; 
which were executed with that rigor and inhumanity, that the Chrilli- 
ans of thofe days verily believed that the times of Antichrfl did then 
( d ) take 
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take place. Martyrs of note whom this Perfecution Tent to Heaven, were 
Wor Bifhop of Rome, Leonidas Origcns Father beheaded at Alexandria, 
Screws, Heraclides, Heron, another Screws ; and Herais a Catechufnen, 
all Owen's Scholars, Pbtamiana an illuftrious Virgin, and her Mother 
Marcella, after various torments, committed to the flames: and Baftlides 
ohe of the Officers that led them to Execution. Farficitas and Perpetux 
two noble Ladies, at Tuburbis in Mauritania, the one brought to bed but 
the day before, the other at that time a Nurfe. Speratus and his compa¬ 
nions beheaded at Carthage by the command of Saturniws the Proconfnl. 
Irewttf Bifhop of Lyons, and many thoufands of his People Martyred ' 
with him, whofe names and fuflferings though unknown to us, are 
honourably written in the Book of Life . 

XXV. THE next that created any difturbance to the Chriftians, 
was Maximims, by birth a Thracian', a Man of bale and obfeure origi¬ 
nals, of a mean and fordid education: he had been firft a Shepherd, 
then a Highway-Man, and laft of all a Souldier: he was of ftrength 
and ftature beyond the ordinary fize and ftandard ; and his manners 
w v ~ v . , > ' were as robuft and boifterous as his conftitution, 

and favoured wholly of the rudenefi of his Edu’ 

^3 T ? && ©■• u * wd* ca P ion *. Never did a more cri i el Beaft C fa y s the 

mvu iiuipu iSamxHmy d( duo- Hiftotian J^aJti'QtLd upon the Earth,relying alto- 

7J,Ttt -myav mtV t*. iau- gether upon his ftrength, and upon that account 

‘T#'ffu»HjSf 9 C7J f &&T®- iv-nxtiat f -reckoning himfolfalmoft immortal. He foized 
$ upon whatever came in his way, plundring and 
*i/ f ft 75 'ft'®' f*t *t Q ’; deftroying without any difference, without any 

TO r QOVIMV ■m'ttibV lyuv thyaexov, <u(j- h e c t 1 l ■ n *. , , ’ 

• Jt *\AcL~„u. Procefsor form of Law :his ftrength wastheLavv 

Herod, lib. 7 . in Maxim, p. 255. of Juftice, and his will the meafure of his a&ions. 

(-1) cafitoi. in vit. Maxim. c. 9 .p. 609. He fpared none,but efpecially killed all that knew 

any thing of his mean defeent, that none might reproach him witli the ob- 
fourity of his birth. Having flain his Matter Alexander Manimates, that 
excellent and incomparable Prince, he ufurped the Government, and 
managed it fuitable to his own Maxim, that the Empire could not be 
maintained but by cruelty . The SEV ENTH PERSECUTION 
was railed by him. Indeed Sulpitius Sever us admits not this into the 
number, ana therefore makes no more than nine Pagan Perfecutions, 

• referving the tenth for the times of Antichrift. But Eufcbius (b) exprefly 
. f ’ 3 ’ f ' 22 * affirms, that Maximinus ftirred up a Perfecution againft the Chriftians, 

and that out of hatred to his PredecclTor, in whole Family many Chri¬ 
ftians had found llielter and Patronage, but that it was almoft wholly 
levelled againft the Bifhops and Minifters of Religion, as the prime au- 
1 thors and propagators of Chriftianity. Whence Firmilian Bifhop of 

(0 Snttr Epijl. Cappadocia, in his Letters to St. Cyprian (c) fays of it, that it was not a ge- 
cyp r . p. itf. nera | ? but a local Perfecution, that raged in fome particular places,and efpe¬ 
cially in that Province where he lived, Serenianus the' Prefldent driving 
the Chriftians out of all thofe Countries. He adds, that many dread¬ 
ful Earthquakes happening in thole parts, whereby Towns and Cities 
were overturned and fwallowed up, added life and vigor to the Perfecu¬ 
tion, it being ufual with the Gentiles , if a Famine or Peftilence, an Earth¬ 
quake or Inundation happened, prefently to fall foul upon the Chrifti- 
0 i }F 0 .' n : ans, and conclude them thecaufes of all thofe evils and mifehiefs that 

Matr 'joi. came upon the World. And this Origen (d) meant when he tells, that he 
55 -M* knew fome places overturned with Earthquakes, the caufo whereof the 

Hea- 
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Heathens call upon the Chriftians; for which their Churches were per¬ 
fected and burnt to the ground, and that not only the common people, 
but the wifer fort among them did not ftick openly to affirm, that thefc 
things came for the fake of the Chriftians. Hereupon he wrote his Book 
De Martyrio y for the comfort and fupport of thole that fiiffered in this 
evil time. 

XXVI. AFTER Maximinus Reigned Ptipienus and Balbinus to 
them fucceeded Gordian , and to him Philip : all which time for at leaft 
ten years together, the Church enjoyed a competent calmnefs, and tran¬ 
quillity ; when Deems was in a manner forced in his own defence to 
take the Empire upon him. A Man of great aftivity and refolution, a 
ftout Commander, a wife and prudent Governor, fb univerfally ac¬ 
ceptable for his modeft and excellent carriage, that by the Sentence 
of the Senate he was voted not inferior!r to Trajan, and had the Title of 
Optimus adjudged to him. But he was a bitter and implacable enemy 
to Chriftians, againft whom he railed the EIGHTH PERSECU¬ 
TION, which proved, though the fhorteft, thehotteft of all the Per¬ 
lecutions, that had hitherto affli&ed and opprelfed the Church. The 
Eccleliaftic (a) Hiftorians generally put it upon the account of De'cius his (^fb.u.Ec. 
hatred to his Predeceffor Philip, for being a Chriftian; whereas it is 
more ti uly tobeaferibed to his zeal forthecaufe of declining Paganiffn, ccni.orof.i. 7. 
which he faw fatally undermined by Chriftianity, and that therefore 3 . 10 . 

there was no way to fupport the one, but by the ruine of the other, 

We have more than once taken notice of it in fome of the following 
Lives, and therefore fliall fay the lefs here. Decius Reigned fomewhat 
ffoove two years, during which time the ftorm was very black and vio¬ 
lent, and no place but felt the dreadful effe&s of it. They were every 
where driven from their houles, fpoiled in their eftates, tormented in 
their bodies ; whips, and prifoils, fires and wild Bealls, fealding pitch and 
melted wax, fliarp ftakesand burning pincers were but fome of the me¬ 
thods of their treatment ; and when the old ones were run over, new 
were daily invented and contrived. The laws of nature and humani¬ 
ty were broken down, friend betrayed friend, and the neareft rela¬ 
tive his own Father or Brother. Every one was ambitious to promote 

the Imperial Edifts, and thought it meritorious to bring a Chriftian to the 
ftake. This Perfecution fwept away at Alexandria, Julian, C hr onion, Epi- 
machus, Alexander, Ammon, Zjno, Ptolomy, Ammonaria, Mercuria , Ifidore, 
and many others mentioned by Dionyftus Bifhop of that Church ; at Car¬ 
thage, Mappalicus , Baffus, Fortnnio, Paulas, Donat us, Martialis , &rc. it 
crown’d Baby las Bifhop of Antioch, Alexander oijerufalem, Fabian Bi- 
lliop of Rome, Victoria, Anatolia , Parthenius, Marcellianus , and thou¬ 
fands more : Nicephorus (b) affirming it to be eafier to count the Sands of 
the fhore, than to reckon up all the Martyrs that fuffered this Perfe- p ' 379 * 
cution. Not to fay any thing of thofe incredible numbers of Confeft 
fors that were beaten, imprifoned, tormented; nor of the far greater 
number of thofe who betook themfelves to a voluntary exile; chufing 
rather to commit themfelves to the barrennefs of Rocks and Mountains' 
and mercy of wild Beafts, than to thofe that had put off ail reafon and 
humanity. Among whom was Paul of Thcbais, a youth of XV. years 
of age, who withdrew himfelf into the Egyptian Defarts, where finding a 
large and convenient Cavern in a Rock ( which heretofore had be<?n a 
(cl 2) 

private 
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private mint-houle in the time of Antony and Cleopatra ) he took up his 
abode and refidence, led a folitary and Anchoretic courfe of life, and be¬ 
came the Father of Hermites , and thole who afterwards were defirous to 
retire from the World, and to refign up themlelves to fblitude, and a more 
lfrid mortified life. In this pious and devout retirement he continued 
till he was CXIII. years of age, and in the laft period of his life was vi- 
fited by Antonins , who hadipentthegreateftpartofXC. years in thole 
defart places, and who now performed the laft offices to him in com¬ 
mitting his dead body to the earth. 

XXVII. G A L LV S fucceeded Deans as in his Government, lo in 
ins enmity to Chriftians, carrying on what the other had begun. But the 
cloud loon blew over; for he being cutoff, was fucceeded by Valerian, 
who entred upon the Empire with an univerfal applaufc and expe&ati- 
on. In the beginning of his Reign, he was a great Patron of Chriftians, 
whom he treated with all offices ofkindnelsof humanity, entertaining 
them in his own family ; lo that his Court leemed to be a little Church 
for Piety, and a San&uary for refuge to good Men. But, alas, this plea- 
fant Scene was quickly over ; feduced by a chief Magician of Egypt, who 
perfuaded him that the only way to profper his affairs, was to reftore the 
Gentile Rites, and to fupprels Chriftianity, lb hateful to the gods; he 
commencedaNINTH PERSECUTION, wherein he Perfecu- 
ted the Chriftians with all imaginable fury in all parts of the Empire. 
With what ficrcenels it rag’d in Egypt, is largely related by Dionyfius of 
Alexandria, and we have in a great part noted in his Life. It’sneedlels 
Domf/&D\d (f ays ^ t 4 ) particularly to reckon up the Chriftians that fuffered in this 
Perfecution : only this you may oblerve, that both Men and Women, 
c.u. p.260. young and old, Soldiers and Country people, perfons of all ranks and 
ages, were fbme of them (courgcd and whipped, others beheaded, others 
overcoming the violence of flames, received the Crown of Martyrdom. 
Cyprian elegantly and paffionately bewails the miferies and fufferings 
which the Martyrs underwent, in his Letter to Nemeftan , and the reft that 
were condemned to the Mines. Nor did he himfelf efcape,being beheaded 
at Carthage, as Xijtus and Quart ns had been before him, and the three 
hundred Martyrs De Majfa Candida , who rather than do Sacrifice, 
chearfully leapt into a mighty pit of burning Lime, kindled for that pur- 
pole, and were immediately ftified in the linoak and flames. In S/w# fuf¬ 
fered FntZluoftis Bifliopof Tarragon, together with his two Deacons, Au¬ 
gur 1 us and Eulogists at Rome, Xijlus the Biflhop, and St. Laurence his 
Deacon and Treafurer of that Church, at C&farea, Prifcus , Malchus, and 
Alexander, who afhamed to think that they lay idle and fecure, while lo 
many others were contending for the Crown, unanimoufly went to the 
Judge, confeffed they were Chriftians, received their Sentence, and un¬ 
derwent their Martyrdom. But the Divine Providence, which lometimes 
in this World pleads the caule of opprefled innocence, was relolved to pu- 
nifh the Emperor for his caulelels cruelty towards thole, whole intereft 
with Heaven ( while he continued favourable to them ) had lecured his 
happinels: and therefore did not only fuffer the Northern Nations to 
break in upon him, but he himfelf was taken Pri loner by Sapor King of* 
Perfia, who treated him below the rate of the meanelt Slave, uled 
him as his footftool to get on horle-back, and after leveral years Captivity 
caufed him to be flay’d alive, and rubb’d with Sal(, and fo put a period to 

his 
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his rniferable life. A fair warning to his Son Gallienus, who growing wi- > A ., < , 
ferby the mifchiefsand mifearriages of his Father, ftopt the Perfecution ott ^ 
and reftored Peace and Security to Chriftians. * iccution, 

* aure Jbsvxfat imai <t lavt ov. Conftant. M. Orat. ad SS. Ccctum, cap. 24. pag. 60S. ’ ^ 

. XXym. A long Peace and Profperity ( for except a little difturbance 
m tJie time of Aurelian, they met with no oppofition through the reigns 
Oi Galltenue, Claudius, Tacitus, Florianus, Probus, Cams, and Numertan) 
bad iomewhat corrupted the manners of Chriftians, and therefore God 
was plealedto permita TENTH PERSEC UTION tocome 
upon them to purge and winnow the rubbilh and the chaff.- the Ulcer be¬ 
gan to putrifie, and it was time to call for the Knife and the Cauftick. It be- 
gan under Diodefian and his Colleague Maximian. Dioclefan was a Prince 
active and diligent, crafty and fubtil, fierce in his nature, but which he 
knew how cunningly to diffemble. His zeal for the Pagan Religion en¬ 
gaged him with all poffible earneftnefs to oppole Chriftianity , which he 
carried on with a hmh hand, it being as the laft, fo the fierceft Perfecu¬ 
tion, like the laft efforts of a dying enemy, that fummonsall his ftrength 
5 ? P f ting , blow ’ Dioclefian then refiding at Nicomedia publiffied 

his Edicts about the very loiemnity of our Saviours Paffion, command¬ 
ing the Chnftian Churches to be pulled down, their Bibles to be burnt 
the better fort of them to be branded with infamy, the vulgar to be made 
ilaves ; as by fublequent orders he commanded the Bifliops to be every 
where imprifoned, and forced to Sacrifice. But thefe were but a praludl 
urn to what followed after,other Proclamations being put forth, command¬ 
ing thofe that refufed to offer Sacrifice to be expofed to all manner of 
torments, f were endlefs to reckon up particular perfons that fuffer- 

td in this evil time. Eufebius who lived under this very Perfecution, has 
recorded a vaft number of them, with the Aftsof their Martyrdom • 
too many to account for in this place. It may fuffice to note from him ’ 
that they werefcourged to death, had their flelh tom off with pincers' 
or raked off with pieces of broken Pots, werecaft to Lyons and Tveers 
to wild Boars and Bears, provoked and enraged with fire to fit upon 
them ; burnt, beheaded, crucified, thrown into the Sea, torn in pieces by 
the diftorted boughs of trees, or their legs miferably diftendedin the 
Stocks, roafted at a gentle fire, or by holes made on purpofe had melted 
lead poured into their bowels. But impoflible it is to conceive, much 
more to exprefs the cruelties of that time: Eufebius himfelf who faw them', 
tells^us, that they were innumerable, and exceeded all relation. All (nubteu 
which lie affures us they endured with the Inoft admirable and un- bm ’ '* 
daunted patience; they thronged to the Tribunals of their Judges, and 
freely told them what they were ; defpifed the threatnings and barbarity 
ot their enemies, and received the fatal and decretory Sentence with a 
imfle; when perfwaded to be tender of their lives, and to compaffionate 
the cafe of their Wives and Children, they bore up againft the temptati- 
onwith a manly and Philofophic mind, 

as he adds, yea rather with a Soul truly pious and devoted unto God; fo 
that neither fears nor charms could take hold upon them, at once giving 
undeniable evidences botli of their own courage and fortitude, and of 
that Divine and unconceivable power of our Lord that went along with 

them. 
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them. The acuteft torments did not fhake the firmneft and (lability of 
their minds, but they could with as much unconcernednefs lay down their 
lives ( as Origen(d) tells Celfus ) as the bell Philofopher could put off his 
coat. They valued their innoccncy above their cafe, or life it felf, and luf- 
ficiently (hewed they believed another (late, by an argument beyond 
what any inftitution of Philofophy can afford. “ The great Philofophers 
“ofth c. Gentiles ( as Eufebins (b) reafons in this matter ) as much as they 
“ talk of immortality, and the happineis of the future (late, did yet (he\y 
“ that they look’d upon it only as a childifh and trifling report: whereas 
“ amongft us even Boys and Girls, and as to outward appearance, the mcan- 
“ ell and rudeft Perfons, being aflifted by the power and aid of our Blef- 
“ led Saviour, do by their actions, rather than their words, demonllrate the 
“truth of this great Principle, the immortality of the Soul. Ten years 
this Perfecution lafted in its ftrength and vigour, under Dioclefian in the 
Eaft, and Maximian in the Weft ; and they thought, it (eems, they had done 
their work, and accordingly to tell the World in (bme ancient Infeription, 
(c) that they had utterly defaced the name and fuperftition of the Chrilli- 
ans, and had reftored and propagated the worihip of the gods. But were 
milerably miftaken in the cafe ; and as if weary of the work, laid down 
their purple, and retir’d to the folitudes of a private life. A nd though (Ia- 
lerius , Maxim anus , Jovius Maxifntms^ Maxentius and Licinius did what 
they could to (et the Perfecution on foot again, yet all in vain \ both they 
and it in a very few years expiring and dwindling into nothing. 

XXIX. T H U S we have (een the hardships and miferies, the torments 
and fufferings which the Chriftians were expolcd to for (eVeral ages, and 
with how invincible a patience they went through with them. Let us now 
a little review the argument, and fee what force and influence it had to 
convince the World of the truth of their Religion, and bring in Converts 
to the Faith. Tcrtullian (d) tells the Gentiles, “ That all their cruelty was 
u to no purpofe, that it was but a ftronger invitation to bring over others 
“ to the partythat the oftner they mowed them down, the fuller they 
“ fprang up again •, and that the blood of Chriftians was a leed that grew 
u up into a more plentiful harvell; that (everal among the Gentiles had 
“ exhorted their auditors to patience under fullering, but could never 
“ make fo many Prolelytes with all their fine dilcourles, as the Chriftians 
“ did by their actions: that that very obftinacy which was lo much charg- 
‘ 1 ed upon them was a tutor to inftru£l others. For who when they beheld 
“ fuch things, could not but be powerfully moved to enquire what really 
“ was within ? who when he had once found it, would not embrace it ? and 
u having once imbraced it , not be defirous to fufter for it; that fo he 
“ may obtain the full Grace of God, and the pardon of his fins affured 
{ “ by the (hedding of lift blood. Latfantius (e) manages this argument 
with incomparable eloquence and ftrength of realon : hisdilcourle is 
fomewhat long, but not unworthy the Readers confideration. “ Since 
“our number ( fays he ) is always increaled from amongft the Votaries of 
“ the Heathen deities, and is never leffened, no not in the hotted Perfe- 
“ cution, who is (b blind and ftupid, as not to fee in what Party true Wifi- 
“ dom does refide ? But they, alas, are blinded with rage and malice, and 
“ think all to be fools, who when ’tis in their power to elcape puntlhment, 
“ chule rather to be tortured and to die; when as they might perceive 
“ by this, that that can be no fuch folly , wherein lb' many thoulands 
“ throughout the whole World do fo unanimoufty conlpire. Sappole 

that 



.« Women througli tlie weaknefs of their Sex may mifearry ( arid they are 
■ plealed fometimes to ftyle this Religion and old-wives Super- 

yet certainly Men are wifer. If Children and youngMeri may 
be raih, yet at leaft thofe of a mature age and old Men have^ more fta- 
“ble judgement. If one City might play the fool, yet innumerable 
others cannot be fuppofpd to be guilty of the fame folly. If one 
“rrovmce or one Nation fhould want care and providence, vet 
a tlle c ? nn °t lack underftandmg to judge what is right. But 
,^now when the Divine Law is entertained from the rifing of the Sun 
to the going down thereof, and every Sex, Age, Nation arid Country’ 

{ fervesQodwithoneHeartandoneSou 1 .- when there is every wheTe 
the fame patience, and contempt of death, they ought to confider that 
“ there is feme realon for it, antf that iris not wkhouLule,“ itis 
“XhTr l' eVCn Unt0d , eath: S at there is lome fixed’ foundation 
« A'™*** r a 0t 7 j^°, fhatcered ty iniuries and perfecutioris, 

„ but increaled and rendred more firm and liable. When the verv 

^ common People fee Men torn in pieces by various Engines of torment 
and yet maintain a patience unconquerable in the midit of their tir’d tor- 
( mentors; they cannot tut think what the truth is, that the eonfent of 
«I ‘ y ’ ? ndt J leir .Pfieverance unto death, cannot be in vain; nor that 
„ P atlei p C . lt: fclf, witli6utthe Divine alfiftance, fliouid be able to over- 
<> rV UC! ‘n eX<3UlfiK t01tures -. High-way-men and perfons of the moft 
« conftltu «ons are not able to bear luch pulling afunder; they roar 
<t and g roan > a nd fink under pain, becaufe not furnilhed with a Divine 

‘‘mnder C Wo^L° U HnT y n hildren ( to %, nothin g of 'ou''Mea) and our 
tender Women, do by filence conquer their tormentors; nor can the 

^ flames ptort one figh from them. Let the Romans go now, and boaft 

“m Mutmsw dtheir Regulus one of which delivered up himfelf 

u S b " PU t0 d , Cath , b y ?™ mes > becaufe he was Earned to live a pri- 
foner , the other tliruft his hand into the fire when he faw he could not 
“efcane death. Behold with us the weaker Sex, and the more delicate 

« j V 10 6 B t( ? bC L °\ a and burnt; not bccau ^ e they could 

<< !i? ) t . a Y 0ldltlfthe y would , but voluntarily, becaufe they truft iu God. 

« rills ls t| ue vertue, which Plulofophers iu vain only talk of, when they 
« tel ] us > that nothing is fo fuitable to the gravity and conftancy of a wile 
« Man > as »°t by any terrors to be driven from his fentiments and opini- 
« ?I 1S ! lt 1S vir tuous, and great indeed, to be tortured and die, ra- 

(i t ,lcl than betray ones Faith, or be wanting in his duty, or do any thin* 
tt that s ilnjuft or diflioneft, though for fear of death, or the acuteft to£ Mr*. Cam l 
ment, unlefs they thought their own Poet raved, when lie faid, TOd.^.p. 154* 

Juflum dr tenacem propofitt vintm, 

A on Civium ardoc prava jubentium^ 

Non vultus inftantis Tyranni 
Mente quatit folida. 

The Juft Man that rcfolved (lands, 

Not Tyrants frowns, nor fierce commands; 

Nor all the Peoples rage combin’d, 

Can fhake the firmnefs of his mind.' 

“ I!?*" 7r ich n0t,ling can b ? more tru !r faid . if meant of thole , 
who refufe no tortures, nor death it felf; that they may prefervo fi- 

.i delity 
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“delityand juftice; who regard not the command of Tyrants, nor the 
“ Swords of the Governors, that they may with a conftant mind pre- 
“ ferve real and fblid liberty, wherein true Wifdom alone is to be main¬ 
tained. Thus far that elegant Apologift. And certainly the truth of his 
realonings was abundantly verified by the experience of the World, Chri- 
ftians getting ground, and conqueringoppofitionby nothing more, thah 
their patience and their conftancy, till they had fubdued the Empire it 
felf to the acknowledgment of the truth. And when once the great Con- 
fiantine had entertained Chriftianity, it went along with wind and tide, 
and bore down all before it. And furely it might be no unpleafant furvey, 
toconfider what was the true Rate of Paganijm under the firft Chriftian 
Emperors, and how and by what degrees that Religion, which for fo 
many Ages had governed the World, Hunk away into obfcurity and fl- 
lence. But this is a bufinels without the bounds of my prelent inquiry 
to learch into. 


The end of the Introduction. 
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The •violent oppofition that ChrijlUnity at its frfi appearance met with both 
from Jews and G entiles. S. Stephen’* Kjndred unknown . One of the 
Seventy. The great Charity of the Primitive Believers. Dijfenfm between 
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The Life of St. Stephen the ‘Protomartyr . 

the Hebrews and Grecians. Hellenics who. The Original of Deacons 
in the Chrijlian Church. The nature of their Office. The number and qua - 
location of the Pcrfons. Stephen’* eminent accomplifhments for the place. 
The envy and oppofitton of the Jews againjl him. The Synagogue of the Li¬ 
bertines, what. Of the Cy remans, Alexandrians, &c. Their deputa¬ 
tion with S. Stephen, and the fuccefs of it. Falfe Witncffes fuborned to 
depofe againjl him. The feveral parts of their charge conftdered. The 
mighty veneration of the. Jews for their Temple and the Mofaic In (lit w » 
tions. Its dejlruttion by Titus ; and their attempts to rebuild it under 
Julian frujlratedby a miracle. Stephen’* Apology before f/k Sanhedrin. 
The Jews rage againjl him. He is encouraged by a vifion. Stoning to 
death , what kind of punt foment \ the manner of it among the Jews. S. Ste¬ 
phen’* Martyrdom. His Character and excellent Vcrtues. The time 
and place of his Joffering. The place and manner of his burial. His body 
firjl difcovered, when and how. The Jlory of its tranjlation to Confian- 
tinople. The miracles f lid to be done by his Reliques,and at his Memoriae. 
Several reported by S. Auguftin. What credit to be given to them. Mi¬ 
racles how long , and why continued in the Church. The vain pretences of 
the Church of Rome. J 

H E Chriftian Religion being defigned by God for 
the reformation of Mankind, and the rooting out 
that Barbarifm and Idolatry wherewith the. 
World was fo over-grown , could not but meet 
with oppofition, all corrupt Interefts confpiring 
to give it no very welcom entertainment. Vice 
and Errour had too long ufurped the Throne, to 
., , r part with it by a tame and eafie refignation, but 

would rather fummon all their Forces againft a Doftrine, that openly 
proclaimed the fubverlion and ruine of their Empire. Hence this Sell 
was every where fpoken againjl , equally oppofed both by Jew and 
Gentile. The Gentiles defpifed it for its latenefs and novelty, as 
havmg no antiquity to recommend it , nor could they endure that 
their Philofophy, which then every where ruled the Chair, fhould be 
controlled by a plain fimple Dottrine , that pretended to no elabo¬ 
rate Schemes, no infinuative drains of Eloquence, no nice and fubtile 
arts of Reafoning, no abftrufe and fublime Speculations. The Jews 
were vexed to fee their expectations of a mighty Prince who fhould 
greatly exalt their State, and redeem it from that opprefTion and flaverv 
under which it groaned, fruftrated by the coming of a Mejftah, who ap¬ 
peared under all the circumftances of meannefs and difgrace; and who 
was fo far from refeuing them from the power of the Roman Yoke, that 
tor their obftinacy and unbelief he threatned the final and irrevocable 
ruine of their Country, and by the Doftrine he publifhed, plainly told 
t J lem “ e 1I l te ^ ec ^ t0 abolifh thole ancient Mofaic Infiitutions , for which 
they had luch dear regards, and fo fblemn a veneration. Accordingly 
when he came amongft them, they entertained him with all the infiances 
or cruelty and contempt, and whatever might expofe him to the fcorn 
and odium of the People ; they vilified and reproached his perfon as 
but Son of a Carpenter, a Glutton and a Drunkard, a Traitor and an 
RnernynmC4ar\ they lleighted hisDoftrine as the talk onlv of a rude 
and illiterate perfon, traduced his Miracles as tricks of Impofture, and 

tiie 
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fhe effeas of a black Confederacy with the infernal Powers And 
" dl ? n a11 tb !y™ uld do > they violently laid hands upon him and 
took away his hfe. And now one would have thought theft X and 
fury Ihould have cooled and died: but malice and revenge ^ire too 
fierce and hot to flop at the firfi attempt. On thev refold In • *1 r 
bloody methods and to let the Wo P rld fee that dwDifeipfwandFob 
lowers muft expea no better than their Mutter, it was not many Months 
befoi e they took occafion to refrefh their rage in St. Step hen's Y Martvr 
dom: the Hiftory of wnefe Life and Death we now come to relate and 
to make feme brief Remarks uponit. ’ and 

II. T H E facred Story gives us no particular account either of the 
£ 0 “"y « *»*«•<* this Holy Man. That he was a Cfaunque! 

fufficiently owns the relation in his Apology tortile 
People, but whet.ier originally defeended of the flock of or 

of Parents incorporated and brought in by the gate of Prolelvtifm 
whether born at Jmifa/em or among the difperfed in the Gentile p.- 0 - 

anSS T° dctcrlr ' mc \ Baronin, (grounding his conjeflure 
upon an Epiftle of Lucian , of which more afterwards) makes him to XXXI '“- 
have been one of Gamaliel s Difliples, and fellowT’uoil with St pi? “ 75 ’ 2 * 3 ' 
yvho proved afterwards his mortal enemy ; but I mu't'confeE I find not 
m all that Epiftle the leaft fl,adow of probabili“y tocou, enance tha 

ofX LXX dS m f k r'T’ enough to IiaveTenone &*** 

or tne Laa Dilciples, cholen by our Lord as Co-adint-nrc tn a xx.p. 27.0*- 
*fn tleChrffi niftr ^°^ and indeed his adiirabk CwlX' 

CI11 ft^nifi n ■ D ° an a ! hlS f n lgular abi,it y to defend the caufe of f u 
ClniftsMelfiafliip agamft its moft acute oppolcrs, plainly argue him to 3 ’ 
have been feme confiderable time trained up under om- sfvfours im 
mediate lnftitutions. Certain it is, that lie was a Man of great zeal and 
piety, endowed with extraordinary meafurcs of that divine Spirit tilt 
was ately filed upon the Church, and incomparably furn he^w th mi 

and ufefi,Fn° e p erS, ^rn h P ecu| ia. !y qualified Fiim Iv a placeof hXr 
and ufefulnefs in his Church, whereto he was advanced upon thisocca- 

for 1 wiiM,^ f E wI ilr f “ VC C ' 1U 7 h amon S t,le mal, y inftanccs of Religion 
to which it was famous and venerable, was for none more remarkable 
than then Charity, they lived and loved as Brethren, were of one heart 
and. one Soul, and continued together with one accord. Love and Charity 
weie the common Soul that animated the whole body of Believers anti 
Sr?T d r Wtl1 ? pi,itS t0 eve 'T P art - They prayed and w^ 

co^F wan^ r h F/ a T ? a T’. and fcd t 0 s ethel ' «the lame table. None 
could want, foi they had all in common. Tile rich fold their eftatesto 
mmifter to the neceffities of the poor, and deputed the mo^iy inw oHe 
common'I i ealiiry, the cure whereof was committed to the Apoftles to 

1" madC aS i CVe ‘ y ° 11CS cafcand cxi S c| icydid require. But iF 
feo fmm!? ilar | nony there will be feme jars and difeord, Heaven only is 
free from quarrels, and the occafions of offence. The Church increalmu 
every day by vaft numbers of Converts to the Faith, the Apoftles could 
not exadly fuperintend the difpofurc of the Churches flock and the 
- a r S - PJ' OV ! (l ° n f° r every part, and were therefore probably forced 
ta tlds affaft Mv wF r S ’ rometi ‘ ncs more and foretimes leg, to affift 

XT i I By which means a due equality and proportion was not 
obferved, but either through favour and partiality, or Fhe oFeS,™f 

B * thofe 
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thole that managed the matter, fome had larger portions, others lels re¬ 
lief than their juft neceftities called for. This begat fomc prelent heats 
and animofities in the firft and pureft Church that ever was, the Grecians 
murmuring againft the Hebrews , becaufe their Widows were negletfcd in the 
daily miniftration. 

IV, WHO thele Grecians or Hellenifts were, oppoled here to the 
Hebrews, however a matter of lome difficulty and difputc, it may not be 
unufeful to enquire. The opinion that lias moft generally obtained, is 
that they were originally Jews born and bred in Grecian or Heathen' 
Countries, of the differfid among the Gentiles (the ty&ajoesi'tfS 'Em/cowk, 
the Word 'PAA^es in the ftileof the New Tellament, as alloin the Wri¬ 
tings of the Fathers, being commonly ufed for the Gentile World) who 
accommodated themlelves to their manner of living, Ipake the Greek 
Language, but altogether mixed with Hebraifms and Jcwifh forms of 
Ipeech, ( and this called Lingua Hellenijlica ) and ufed no other Bible but 
the Greek Tranflation of the Septuagint . A notion which Saintafuts has 
taken a great deal of pains to confute, by fhewing that never any People 
went under that notion and chara&er, that the Jews in what parts of the 
World loeyer they were, were not a diftintt Nation from thole that 
lived in Palejline ; that there never was any liicli peculiar diftinft H c l - 
leniftic Dialed, nor any fuch ever mentioned by any ancient Writer; 
that the Phrafe is very improper to exprels fuch a mixt Language, yea 
rather that f EAA&/ji$rj implies one that exprelfeth himfelf in better Greek 
than ordinary, as ’Attics denotes one that ftudies to Ipeak pure Attic* 
Greek. Probable therefore it is, that they were not of the Hebrew race, 
but Greek or Gentile Profelytes, who had either themlelves, or in their 
Anceftors deferred the Pagan Superftitions, and imbodied themlelves in¬ 
to the Jcwifh Church, taking upon them Circumcilion and the oblerva- 
tionof the Rites of the Mofaic Laws ( which kind the Jews call cunj 
Profelytes ef Juftice , ) and were now converted to Chriftianity. 
That there were at this time great numbers of thele Profelytes at Jem - 
falcrn , is evident; and ftrangeit were, if when at other times they were 
dclirous to have the Gofpel preached to them, none of them fhould 
have been brought over to the Faith. Even among the feven made 
choice of to be Deacons ( moft, if not all, of whom we may rcalonably 
conclude to have been taken out of thele Grecians) we find one ex¬ 
prefly laid to have been a Profclyteof Antioch , as in all likelihood lome 
if not all the other might be Prolelytes of Jerufalem. And thus where 
ever we meet with the word Taa lojisdt or Grecians in the Hiftory of 
the Apoftolic Atfs ( as ’tis to be met with in two places more ) we may, 
and in realon are to underftand it. So that thele Hellenifts ( who Ipake 
Greek , and ufed the Tranflation of the LXX ) were Jews by Religion, 
and Gentiles by delcent; with the "EAA^'e* or Gentiles they had the 
lame common Original, with the Jews the lame common Profeffion; and 
therefore are not here oppofed to Jews , ( which all thole might be fti- 
led, who embrace Jndaijm and the Rites of Mofes , though they were 
not born of Jewiftj Anceftors ) but to the Hebrews , who were Jews both 
by their Religion and their Nation. And this may give us lome pro¬ 
bable account, why the Widows of thele Hellenifts had not lo much 
care taken of them as thole of the Hebrews , the perlbns with whom the 
A poAles in a great meafure intruded the miniftration, being kinder to 
thole of their own Nation, their Neighbours, and it may be Kindred, 

than 
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than to thole who only agreed with them in the profeffion of the lam$. 

Religion, and who indeed were not generally lo capable of contributing 
to the Churches Stock as the native Jews , who had Lands and PolTeS 
lions, which they fold and laid at the Apoftlesfeet. 

V. T H E peace and quiet of the Church being by this means a little 
ruffled and dilcompofed, the Apoftles, who well underftood how much 
Order and Unity conduced to the ends of Religion, prefently called the 
Church together, and told them, that the dilpofing of the Common Stock, 
and the daily providing for the neceffities of the Poor, however convenient 
and necelfary, was yet a matter of too much trouble and diftra&ion to con- 
lift with a faithful difeharge of the other parts and duties of their Office , 
and that they did not judge it lit and reafonable to negleft the one, that 
they might attend the other; that therefore they Ihould chule out among 
themfelves fome that were duly qualified, and prelent them to them, that 
they might fet them apart peculiarly to fuperintend this affair, that fo them¬ 
felves being freed from thefe incumbrances, might the more freely and un¬ 
interruptedly devote themfelves to Prayer and preaching of the Gofpel. 

Not that the Apoftles thought the care of the Poor an Office too much be¬ 
low them, but that this might be dilcharged by other hands, and they, as 
they were obliged, the better attend upon things of higher importance, Mi- 
nifteries more immediately lerviceable to the Souls of Men. Tiiis was the 
firft Original of Deacons in the Chriftian Church, they were to ferve Ta - 
hles i that is, to wait upon the neceffities of the Lpr, to make daily pro- 
v vilions for their public Feafts, to keep their Churches Treafure, andtodi- 
ftribute to every one according to their need. And this admirably agrees 
to one ordinary notion of the word Aicijyv®, in Foreign Writers, where 
£s ufed for that.peculiar Servant who waited at M c , v <a y , 4 w jw 
F eaits, whole Office it was to diftnbute the por- Mil f:i v 

tions to every Gueft, either according to the com- ?*! o muiM dn: 

mand of the A^Te^Aii^ the Orderer of the mm. Lucian. Chronol'ol. feu 

Feaft, or according to the rule of Equality, to give de Le SS- Saturnal. Tom. P.S23. 
every one alike. But though ’tis true this was a main part of the Dea¬ 
cons Office, yet was it not the whole. For had this been all, the 
Apoftles needed not to have been lo exa£t and curious in their choice 
of perlbns, feeing Men of an ordinary rank, and of a very mean 
capacity might have ferved the turn, nor have ufed fuch folemii 
Rites of Confecration to Ordain them to it. No queftion there¬ 
fore but their ferving Tables implied alio their A - * A , » , . 

attendance at the ft* of di Lords Sup- ZZTfZ 

pei. F01 m thole days then Agap<s or com- niv' » y&fipapidTw ^7D7rop(h. c. non fo- 
mon Love-Feafts , (whereat both Rich and lum) cuJmvoi, d>\' iuKkirfat ’ ©*j? 
Poor late down together ) were at the lame W* «V oumj A \y- 

time with the Holy Eucharift , and both ad- ■ J S nat * E P'A. ad Trail, 

miniftred every day , lo that their miniftration A PP end - 17. 
refpe&ed both the one and the other. And thus we find it was in the 
praftice of the Church : for lo Juft in Martyr tells us it was in his time, 11 of 
that when the Prefident of the Alfembly had confecrated the Eucharift F ' 
the Deacons diftributed the Bread and tli.e Wine to all that were prefent’ 
and after carried them to thole who were neceffarily ablent from the 
Congregation. Nor were they reftrained to this one particular Ser¬ 
vice, but were in fome cafes allowed to Preach, Baptize, and Abfolve 
Penitents, efpecially where they had the peculiar warrant and autho¬ 
rity 
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rity cf the Bifhop to bear them out: nor need we look far beyond the 
prelent Story to find St. Philip , one of the Deacons here elefted, both 
-preaching the Gofpel, and baptizing Converts with great fuccels. 

VI. THAT this excellent Office might be duly managed, the Apo¬ 
ftles direfted and enjoined the Church to nominate luch perlons as were 
fitted for it, pious and good Men, Men of known honefty and integri¬ 
ty, of approved and untainted reputations,furnilhed and end owned with 
the extraordinary gifts of the Holy Ghoft, wile and prudent Men, who 
would dilcreetly dilcharge the truft committed to them. The number 
of thole perfons was limited to feven, probably for no other leafon 
but becaufe the Apoftles thought thefe fufficient for the bufinels ; unlels 
we will alio luppole the whole body of Believers to have been dilpoled 
into leven leveral Divifions , for the more orderly and convenient ma- 
nagery of their common Feafts, and diftributions to the Poor, and that 
to each of thefe a Deacon was appointed to fuperintend and direct them ; 

* va, Baron, without further defigning any peculiar Myftery, which * tome would 

fain pick out of it. However the Church thought good fora long time 
to conform to this Primitive Inftitution, inlbmuch that the Fathers of the 
f cone. Neo- \~ Nco-Cxfarean Council ordained, that in no City, how great loever , 
cm C Tom i*. ^ lcrc Aiould be more than leven Deacons ; a Canon which they found 
col. 1484. * upon this place.* and * Soz,omen tells us that in his time, though many 
*Hiji.Ecci.iib. ot | lcr Churches kept to no certain number, yet that the Church of Rome 
7.c. 19.^.734. j n com pij ance w ith this Apojlolical example, admitted no more than fe- 
ven Deacons in it. The People were infinitely pleafod with the order 
and determination which the Apoftles had made in this matter, and ac¬ 
cordingly made choice of leven, whom they prefented to the Apoftles, 
who ( as the folemnity of the thing required ) firft made their addrels 
to Heaven by Prayer for the divine bleffing upon the undertaking, and 
then laid their hands upon them, an ancient fymbolic Rite of f nveftiture 
and Conlecration to any extraordinary Office. The ilfue of all was, 
that the Chriftian Religion got ground and prolpered , Converts came 
flocking over to the Faith , yea very many of the Priejls themlelves, 
and of their Tribe and Family, of all others the molt zealous and per¬ 
tinacious a dorters of the Mofaic Conftitutions, the bittereft advcrlaries 
of the Chriftian Doftrine, the fubtleft defenders of their Religion , laid 
afide their prejudices, and embraced the Gofpel. So uncontroulable is 
the efficacy of Divine truth, as very often to lead its greateft enemies in 
triumph after it. 

VII. THE firft and chief of the perlons he elefted, ( who were 

* Htnf. XX. all chofen out of the LXX Dilciples, as * Epiphanies informs us,) and 
f. 27. whom the Ancients frequently ftile .Arch-deacon , as having the <m> 
f Homil. xv. CTfufeKt(as ']' Chryfoftom (peaks) the Primacy and Precedence among 
in Aft.f. 555. thefe new-elefted Officers , was our St. Stephen , whom the Author of 

* Epift. ad the Epiftle to * Hero under the name of Ignatius , as allb the lnterpo - 

^ ator ^ iattot ^ e '\Trallians makes in a more peculiar manner to have 
p. 97/ at ' been Deacon to St. James , as Biffiop of Jerufalem. He is not only pla- 
t Ep.adTra.il, ced firft in the Catalogue, but particularly recommended under this 
p. 6 . ibi . char after, a Man full of Faith , and of the Holy Ghoft ; he was exquifitely 
sifted in all parts of the Chriftian Doftrine, and fitted with great elo¬ 
quence and elocution to declare and publilh it; enriched with many 
miraculous gifts and powers, and a Ipirit of courage arid relolution to 
encounter the moll: potent oppofition. He preached and pleaded the 

caule 
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caule of Chriftianity with a firm and undaunted mind, and that nothin^ 
might be wanting to render it effectual, he confirmed his doftrine by 
many publick and unqueftionable miracles, plain evidences and demon- 
ftrations of the truth and divinity of that Religion that he taught. But 
Truth and Innocency, and a better Caufe, is the ufual objeft of bad mens 
Spight and Hatred. The zeal and diligence of his Miniftry; and the ex¬ 
traordinary fuccefs that did attend it, quickly awakened the malice of the 
Jews, and there wanted not thole that were ready to oppofe and contra- 
dift him. So natural is it for Error to rife up againft the Truth, as Lfoht 
and Darknefs mutually relift and expel each other. ° 

VIII. THERE were at Jerusalem befides the Temple, where Sacri¬ 
fices and the more folemn parts of their Religion were performed, vaft 
numbers of Synagogues for Prayer and Expounding of the Law, where¬ 
of the Jews themlelves tell us there were not lels than CCCCLXXX in 
that City. In thele, or at leaft fome apartments adjoining to them, 
there were Schools or Colledges for the inftruftion and education of 
Scholars in their Laws: many whereof were erefted at the charges of 
the Jews who lived in Foreign Countries, and thence denominated after 
their names; and hither they were wont to lend their Youths to be 
trained up in the knowledge of the Law, and the myftcrious Rites of 
their Religion. Of thele, five combined together to lend fome of t heir 
Societies to encounter and oppofe St. Stephen. An unequal match ! di- 

S'puv dot far diutv Uiv'idTroXii ( as Chryfoftom calls it ) a whole Army of out. in $. 
wicked adverfaries, the chief of five feveral Synagogues are brought out Su f h ' Tom ' *■ 
againft one, and him but a ftripling too, as if they intended to opprefs M7 ’ 
him rather with the number of alfailants, than to overcome him by 
ftrengthof Argument. 

IX. THE firft of them were thofe of the Synagogue of the Libertines ; 
but who thefe Libertines were, is varioufly conjeftured. Palling by 

Junius his conceit of Labra fignifying in the ^Egyptian Language the Jun. in loc. & 
whole Precinct that was under one Synagogue, whence Labratenu or inGtn 8 * 4* 
corruptly ( fays he ) Libert ini, mull denote them that belonged to the Sy¬ 
nagogue <f the Egyptians ‘omitting this as altogether abfurd and fantafti- 
cal, befides that the Synagogue of the Alexandrians is mentioned afterwards; 

Saidas tells us ’twas the name of a Nation, but in what part of the World S;tid - *« voe - 
this People or Country were, he leaves us wholly in the dark. Moft 
probably therefore it relates to the Jews that were emancipated and 
let at liberty. For the underftanding whereof we muft know that 
when Pompey had fubdued Judaa, and reduced it under the Roman Go¬ 
vernment, he carried great numbers of Jews captive to Rome, as alfo did 
thofe Generals that fucceeded him, and that in fuch multitudes, that 
when the Jewifh State fent an EmbalTy to Augufius, Jofephus tells us, that Antiquit. jui. 
there were about eight thoufand of the Jews who then lived at Rome , 
that joined themfelves to the Embaffadors at their arrival thither. Here p,6l0 ‘ 
they continued in the condition of Slaves, till by degrees they were ma¬ 
numitted and let at liberty, which was generally done in the time of 
Tiberius, who (as Philo informs) buffered the Jews to inhabit the Tran ft ^ Phil, dt 
berin Region : moft whereof were Libertines, fuch who having been ^Gai.p. 785. 
made Captives by the Fortune of War, had been fet free by their Ma¬ 
ilers, and permitted to live after the manner of their Anccftors. They 
had their Profeuchas or Oratories, where they affembled, andperfor- 
med their devotions according to the Religion of their Country: every 

year 
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year they fent a Contribution in Head of firft-fruits to Jerufalem, and 
deputed certain perions to offer (acrifices for them at the Temple. In¬ 
deed afterwards ( as we find in * Tacitus and i Suetonius') by an Order of 
Senate he cauled four thouland Ltbert ini generis, of thole Libertine Jews 
lb many as were young and lufty, to be tranfported into Sardinia to 
dear that I Hand of Robbers ( the occafion whereof is related by * Jofe- 
pints ) and the reft, both Jews and Prolelytes, to be banifhed the City, 
Tacitus adds, Italy k felf. T his occafion, I doubt not, many of thefe 
Libertine-Jews took to return home into their own Country, andatjfV- 
rufalem to creft this Synagogue for themlelves and the ule of their 
Countrymen who from Rome reforted thither, ftiling it from themlelves 
the Synagogue of the Libertines ; and liich queftionlefs St. Luke means* 
when among the leveral Nations that were at Jerufalcm at the day of 
Peniecojl lie mentions Strangers of Rome , and they both Jews and Pro¬ 
felytes. 

X. TH E next Antagonifts were of the Synagogue of the Cyrenians, 
that is, Jews w I10 inhabited Cyrene, a noted City ol'Lybia, where (as ap¬ 
pears from a Refeript of Augnjlns ) great numbers of them did refide, 
and who were annually wont to lend their holy Trealure or accuftomed 
Offerings to Jerufalcm , where alio ( as we lee ) they had their peculiar Sy¬ 
nagogue. Accordingly we find among the leveral Nations at JeruJa - 
lent, thole who dwelt in the ports of Lybia about Cyrene. Thus we read of 
Simon of Cyrene , whom the compelled to bear our Saviours Crois; 
of Lucius of Cyrene , a famous Dodfor in the Church of Antioch 3 of Men 
of Cyrene, who upon the perfecution that followed St. Stephen's death 
were featured abroad from Jerufalcm, and preached as far as Pham ice, Cy¬ 
prus, and Antioch. The third were thole of the Synagogue of the Alexan¬ 
drians, there being a mighty intercourle between the Jews at Jeruf alcm 
and Alexandria, where what vaft multitudes of them dwelt, and what 
great priviledges they enjoyed, is too well known to need infilling on. 
The fourth were them of Cilicia, a known Province of the Idler Aft a, 
the Metropolis whereof was Tar Jus, well ftored with Jews ; it was S. Paul's 
birth-place, whom we cannot doubt to have, born a principal part among 
tliele aifailants, finding him afterwards fo a&ive and bufie in St. Stephen's 
death. The laid were thole of the Synagogue of Afia : where by Afia we 
are probably to underftand no more than part of AJia properly lo called 
( as that was but part of Afia minor ) viz,, that part that lay near to Epheftts , 
in which lenfe ’tis plain Afia is to be taken in the New Teftament. And 
what infinite numbers of Jews were in tilde parts, and cfpecially at Ephe- 
fts, the Hiftory of the Apoftles Ads docs fufficicntlyinform us. 

XI. THESE were the leveral parties that were to take the Field, per¬ 
rons of very different Countries, Men skilled in the fubtlcties of their 
Religion, who all at once rofeup to difpute with Stephen. W hat the par¬ 
ticular fubjed of the deputation was, we find not, but may with St .Chry- 
foflom conceive them to have accoftcd him after this manner. “ Tell us 
“ Young Man, what comes into thy mind thus rafhlyto reproach tile 
“ Deity ? Why doft thou ftudy with fucli cunningly-contrived diE 
a collides to inveigle and perfuade the People ? and with deceitful mi¬ 
racles to undo the Nation? Here lies the crips of the Controverfie. 
“Is it like that lie Ihould be God, who was born of Mary, that tue ma- 
u kcr ot the \Vorld Ihould be the Son of ■ a Carpenter ? was not Bethlehem. 
“ the place oi his Nativity, and Nazareth of his Education ? canft thou 
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imagine him to be God, that was born upon Earth ? who was lo boor 
• that he was wrapt up in fwadlingcloaths and thrown into a Manger ? 

“who was forced to flye from the rage of Herod, and to waft away ids 
Pollution by being Baptized in Jordan? who was fubjeft to hunger 
andtlurft, to fleepand Weannefs, who being bound, was not able to 
cfcape, nor being buffeted, to refeue or revenge himfelf? who when 
he was hangdcouldnot come down from the Crofs, but underwent 
a curled and fhameful death ? wilt thou make us believe that lie is in 
“Heaven, whom we know to have been buried in his Grave? that he 

« lfp d T b v nt iff ° f 1 3? ?j ] r l r near a,I ' n t0 Mortality him- 
fclf? Is it likely that God Ihould fuffer fuch things as thefe? would 
he not rather with an angry breath have ftruck his adverfaries dead at 
. the firft approach and let them beyond the reach of making attempts 
upon Ins own perfon? either ceafe therefore to delude the People with 
thefe impoflures, or prepare thy felf to undergo the fame fate. 

XII. IN anTwer to which we may imagines. Stephen thus to have 
rephed upon them. « And why, Sirs, ihould thefe things feem fo incredi- 

ble? have you not by you the Writings of the Prophets? do you 
not readthe Books of Mofes, and profefs your felvcs to be his Difci- 
pies ? did not Mofes fay a Prophet (hall the Lord your God raife up untd 
you of your Brethren, Meant, me, him (hall ye hear? Have not the Pro- 
phets long fince foretold that he Ihould be bom at Bethlehem, and 
conceivedintheWombofaVirgm? that heftouldflye intothat 
he Should hear our griefs and carry our ferrom i that they ftdufd pierce 
his hands and his feet, and hang him on a tree ? that he Ihould be buri- 
ed, rile again, and afeendup to Heaven with aftout? Eithernow 
lhew me lome other in whom all thefe Prophecies were accomplilhed 
or learn with me to adore as God our crucified Saviour; Blind and 
ignorant that you are of the prediHions of Mofes, you thought you 
crucified a meer Man, but had you known him, you would not have 
crucified the Lord of Glory.- you denied tlieHoly one, and the Tuft; 
and defireda Murdererto begranted to you, butput todeath the Prince 
or Lite. 

XIII. THIS is the fum of what that ingenious and eloquent Fa 
thcrconceives S. Stephen did, or might have returned to their enquiries 
Which whatever it was, was delivered witli that life and zeal, that 
evidence and ftrength of reaion, that freedom and majefty of elocution 
that his Antagonifts had not one word to fay againft it; they were not 
Me to refifithe mfdom and the fpirit by which he fpake. So particularly did 

our Lord make good what he had promifed to lus Difciples, Settle it in L.h » ,r 

your hearts, nottamed,tatebefore what youflsall anfwer, for 1will z ive yon '>■ 
a mouth and mfdom, which all your adverfaries fhall not be able to gain-fay 
norrefift. Hereupon the Men prefently began to retreat, and departed 
the Lifts, equally divided between Ihame and grief. Alhamed they were 
to be fo openly baffled by one fingle adverfary; vexed and troubled that 
they had not carried the day, and that the Religion which they op- 
pored had hereby received fuch fingle credit and confirmation. And ctu^M 
now being no longer able anupBaSiaar in aAnS-do, ( as the addition in & 2 c,dd - H: 
fome very Ancient Manufcript Copies do elegantly exprefs it; with open S " ,k 
face to refijlthe truth,they betake themfelves to clancular Arts, tofiye and 
limfter Defigns, hoping to accomplift by craft and fubtilty what they 
could not carry by fairnefi and force of reaion. 1 ‘ 


XIV. TO' 






io The Life of St. S t e p h e n the Protomartyr. 

XIV. TO this purpofe they tamper with Men of debauched profli¬ 
gate confciences, to undermine him by falfe accufations, that lo he 
might fall as a Sacrifice to their fpight and malice, and that by the hand 

■M fhfra, pag. of public Juftice. S. Chryfo/om brings them in with fmooth and plau- 

3781 Able insinuations encouraging the Men to this mifehievous attempt. 

“ Come on, worthy and honourable Friends, lend your afliftance to our 
“ declining caufe , and let your Tongues minifter to our Counfels and 
“ Contrivances. Behold a new Patron and Advocate of the GALL 
“ L AL AN isftartedup : one that worlhips a God that was buried, 
“ and Preaches a Creator Ihut up in a Tomb; who thinks that he whom 
“ the Souldiers delpiled and mocked upon Earth, is now converfing 
“ with the Hoft of Angels in Heaven, and promiles that he fhall come 
4 ‘to judge the World, who was not able to vindicate and right himfelf; 
“ His Difciples denied him, as if they thought him an impoftor, and yet 
“ this man affirms, that every tongue fhall confefs and do homage to him .* 
“ himfelf was not able to come down from the Crols, and yet he talks of 
“ his fecond coming from Heaven; the vileft milcreants reproached him 
“ at his death, that he could not fave either himfelf or them, and yet 
“ this man peremptorily proclaims him to be the Saviour of the World. 
“ Did you ever behold liich boldnels and impudence ? or have you 
“ ever heard words of lo much madnefs and Blalphemy ? Do you there- 
“ fore undertake the caufe, and find out feme Ipecious colour and pretence, 
“ and thereby purchafe to your felves glory and renown from the pre- 
“ fent Generation. 

XV. THE Wretches were eafily perliiaded to the undertaking, and 

to fwear whatloever their T utors Ihould dir ebb them. And now the caufe 
is ripe for a&ion, the cafe is divulged, the Elders and Scribes are dealt 
with, Y and a little Rhetoric would ferve to perfwade them ) the People 
poflelfed with the horror of the Fa&, the Sanhedrim is fummoned, the 
Malefa&or haled to the Bar, the Witnefles produced, and the charge gi¬ 
ven in. They fuborned men which faid, we have heard him /peak Blafphemous 
words again/ Mofes and againft God ; the falfe witneffes jaid, this man ceaf- 
eth not to /peak Blafphemous words again/ this holy place and the Law : for 
we have heard him fay, that thisjefns of Nazareth /jail de/roy this place , and 
/jail change the Cu/oms which Mofes delivered us : that is, (that we may 
Bill proceed with that excellent Man in opening the fevcral parts of the 
charge ) “ he has dared tofpeak againft our wile and great Law-giver, 
“ and blafphemed that Mofes , for whom our whole Nation has lo juft 
“ a veneration ; that Mofes, who had the whole Creation at his beck, 
“who freed our Anceftors from the lioufe of Bondage, and with his rod 
“turned the Waters into Walls, and by his Prayer drowned the Egyp- 
“ tian Army in the bottom of the Sea; who kindled a fiery Pillar for a light 
“ by night, and without plowing or lowing fed them with Manna and 
“ Bread from Heaven, and with his Rod pierced the Rock and gave them 
“ drink. But what do we Ipeak of Mofes , when he has whetted his 
“tongue, and ftretched it out againftGod himfelf, and fet up one that 
“is dead as an Anti-god to the great Creator of the World? He has not 
“ blulhed to reproach the Temple, that holy place, where the divine 
“ Oracles are read, and the Writings of the Prophets fet forth, the Re- 
“pofitoryof the Shew-bread and the Heavenly Manna, of the Ark of 
“ Covenant, and the Rod of Aaron ; where the hoary and venerable 
“ heads of the High-Priefts, the dignity of the Elders, and the honour 
, “of 
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“of the Scribes is feen: this is the place which lie has reviled and fet 
“at naught; and not this only, but the Law it felf; which he boldly 
declares to be but a lhadow, and the ancient Rites but Types and Fi¬ 
gures : he affirms the GaltUan to be greater than Mofes, and the Son 
“ of Mary to be ftranger than our Law-giyer; he has not honoured the dig- 
“mtyof the Elders, nor had any reverence to the Society of the Scribes 
“He threatens us with a dead Mafter; the young Man dreams fure! 
when he talks of Jefus of Nazareth rifing again, and deftroying this 
holy place: he little confiders with how much wifdom it wascon- 
“ tnved, with what infinite charges it was erefted, and how long be- 
“fore it was brought to its perfection. And yet forfooth, this Jefus of 
u Nazareth muft de/roy it, and change the cu/oms which Mofes delivered 
' tous: our moft hoty Sabbath muft be turned out of doors, Circum- 
“cifion abolifhed, the New-Moons rejefled, and the Feaft of Taberna- 
. cles laid a fide; our Sacrifices muft 110 longer be accepted with God 
“our Iprinklings and folemn Purgations muft be done away: as if we 
“knew not this Nazarens end, and as if one that is dead could revenge 
“ himfelf upon them that are living. How many of the ancient Pro¬ 
phets and holy Men have been cruelly murdered, whofe death none 
“ever yet undertook to revenge ; and yet this Man muft needs appear 
in the caule of this crucified Nazarens, and tell us of a dead Man that 
“ £*!? i ud .ge us: Silly Impoftor ! to fright us with a Judge who is him- 
lell imprnoned in his own Grave. 

XV r I -, T !“ th e» is the fum of the charge, that he fliould threaten thd 
rmnof the Temple, and the abolition of the Mofm Rites, and blafphe- 
moufly affirm that Jefus of Nazareth Ihould take away that Religion 
which had been eftablifhed by Mofes, and by God himfelf. Indeed the 
had an unmeafurable reverence and veneration for the Mofatacln- 
ltitutions, and could not with any patience endure to hear of their being 
hid afide, but accounted it a kind of blafphemy fo much as to mention 
their diflolution. Little thinking in how Ihort a time thefe things 
which they now fo highly valued fliould be taken away, and their Tem¬ 
ple it felf laid level with the ground. Which a few years after came 
to pals by the Roman Army under the Condudof Titus Vefpafian the 
Roman General, when the City was Packed, and the Temple burnt 
to the Ground. And lb final and irrevocable was the Sentence by 
which it was doomed to ruin, that it could never afterwards be re- 
paired. Heaven it felf immediately declaring againft it. InfomuchthaC 
when Julian the Emperor, out of fpite and oppofition to the Chrifti- 
ans, was refolyed to give all poflible encouragement to the Jews , and 
not only permitted but commanded them to rebuild the Temple! fur- 
nulling them with all charges and materials neccflary for the Work' 

(hoping that hereby he fliould prove our Saviour a falfe Prophet ) no 
looner had they begun to clear the Rubbilh, and lay the Foundation but 
a terrible Earthquake fhactered the Foundation, killed the Undertakers; 
and lhaked down all the Buildings that were round about it. And 
when they again attempted it the next day, great balls of fire fuddenly 

breaking out from under the Foundations confumed the W orkmen and 
thole that were near it, and forced them to give over the Attempt. A 
£ ran S e u i^ftance °f ^ le difpleafure ol Heaven towards a place which * Soc-atH.Ec. 
t °l, h ?n • fata J y dcvoted t0 deftruaion. And this related not only l ?' c : 2 °£r 9 V 
by Chnftian * Writers, but as to the fubftance of it, by the Heathen 5T22 >! * 
C2 * Hifto- 6 
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non low '* Hiftorian himfclf. And the lame Curie has ever fincc purfued and fol- 
Jink. lowed them, they having been defiitute of Temple and Sacrifice for 
fixteen hundred years together. “Were that bloody Sanhedrim now 
t Grtg. K)f}en “ in being, and here prelent, (lays one of the t Ancients fpeaking of this 
Tom.'™?.*** \\ U accu ^tion ) I would ask them about thole things for which they were 
“ here 16 much concerned, what is now become of your once famous 
“and renowned Temple ? where are thole vafi Hones, and incredible 
“ Piles of building ? Where is that Gold that once equalled all the other 
“ materials of the Temple? what are become of your legal Sacrifices ?.< 
“ your Rams and Calves, your Lambs and Heifers, Pigeons, Turtles, 
“ and Scape-goats ? if they therefore condemned Stephen to die, that 
“ none of thele mileries might befall them, let them Ihew which of them 
“they avoided by putting him to death ; but if they elcaped none of 
“ them, why then did they imbrue their hands in his innocent blood ? 

XVII. THE Court being thus let, and the Charge brought in and 
opened, that nothing might be wanting to carry on their mock Scene of 
Juflice, they give him liberty to defend himlelf. In order whereunto 
while the Judges of the Sanhedrim earneflly looked upon him, they dilco- 
vered die appearances of an extraordinary Splendor and brightnels upon 
his face, the innocency ofhiscaule and the clearnels of his confidence 
manifefiing themlelves in the brightnels and chearfulnels of his counte¬ 
nance. The High-prieft having asked him whether guilty or not, he 
in a large dilcourfepleaded his owncaule to thisetfea: “That what 
“ apprehenfions loever they might have of the flatelinels of the magni- 
“ ficence of their Temple, of the glory and grandeur of its lervices and 
“ minifirations, of thole venerable cufloms and ulages that were amonglfc 
“ them, as if they looked upon them as indilpenlibly necdTary, and that 
“'twas blalphemy to think, God might be acceptably lerved without 
“ them; yet that if they looked back to the firft originals of their Na¬ 
tion, they would find, that God chofe Abraham to be the Father and 
“Founder of it, not when he lived in Jerufalem , and worfhipped God 
ie with the pompous lervices of a Temple, but when he dwelt among the 
“Idolatrous Nations: that then it was that God called him from the 
“Impieties of his Fathers Houle, and admitted him to a familiar acquain¬ 
tance and intercourle with himlelf; wherein he continued for many 
“ years without any of thole external and vilible Rites which they laid 
“ 16 much firels upon; and that when at lafi God entred into Cove- 
“ nant with him, to give his Foflerity the Land of Canaan, and that in 
“ his Seed all the Nations of the World fljould be Blejfed , lie bound it upon 
“him with no other ceremony, but only that of Circumcifion, as 
“ the Badge and Seal of that foederal compad that was between them : 
“that without an^ other fixed Rite but this, the liicceeding Patriarchs 
“ worfhipped God for leveral ages, till the times of Mofes, a wile, learn- 
“ed, and prudent perfon, to whom God particularly revealed himlelf, 
“ and appointed him Ruler over his People, to condud them out of the 
“Houle of Bondage, a great and famous Prophet, and who was conti- 
“ tinually inculcating this LelTon to their Ancefiors, A l phet flaallthe 
“ Lord your God raije tip unto you of your Brethren like unto me, him fjall 
“ ye hear', that is, that God in the latter days would lend among!! them 
“ a mighty Prophet who fhould do as Mofes had done, introduce new 
“Rites, and let up more excellent Inflitutions and ways of Worfhip, to 
“whom they, fhould yield all diligent attention, and ready obedience-: 

that 
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‘‘that when their fore-fathers had frequently lapled into Idolatry, God 
* commanded Mofes to letup a Tabernacle, as a place of publicand fo- 
lemn Worlliip, where he would mani’fefl himlelf, and receive the ad- 
‘‘ drelfes and adorations of his People ; which yet however was but a 
‘ transient and temporary miniflration, and though ere&ed by the im 
te mediate order of God himlelf, was yet after fome years to give place 
‘ to a Handing Temple defigned by David, but built by Solomon ; Hate- 
1 ly indeed and MajeHic, but not abfolutely necefiary , feeing that infi¬ 
nite Being that made the World, who had the Heaven for hisThrone, anil 
1 the Earth for his Foot fool, could not be confined within a material Tern- 
‘ P le > nor tie d to any particular way of worlliip; and that therefore there 
“ could be no fuch abfolute and indifpenfable neceflity for thole Mofai- 
u cal Rites and Ceremonies, as they pretended; elpeciallywhen God 
“ was refolved to introduce a new and better Scene and Hate of things, 
“ But it was the humour of this loofe and unruly , this refra&ory and 
“ undilciplinable generation, ( as it ever had been of their Ancefibrs ) 
“ to refifi the Holy Ghofi , and oppole him in allthofe methods, whereby 
“ he fought to reform and reclaim them; that there were few of the 
“ Prophets whom their fore-fathers had not perlecuted, and flain them 
“ that had foretold the Meffias coming, the juft and the holy Jefus, as they 
“ and their unhappy PoHerity had actually betrayed and murdered him, 
“ without any due reverence and regard to that Law, which had been 
“folemnly delivered to them by the minifiryof Angels, and which he 
“ came to fulfil and perfed.. 

XVIII. THE holy Man was going on in the Application, when the 
patience of his Auditors, which had hitherto holden out, at this began 
to fail; that fire which gently warms at a difiance, fcorches when it 
comes too near ; their confidences being fenfibly Hung by the too near 
approach of the truths he delivered , they began to fume and fret, and 
exprefs all the figns of rage and fury. But he regardlefs of what was 
done below, had his eyes and thoughts directed to a higher and a nobler 
object, and looking u\)faw the Heavens opened, and fome bright and len- 
fible appearances of the Divine Majelly, and the holy Jefus eloathed in the 
robes of our glorified nature, not fitting (in which lence he is ufually de- 
foribed in Scripture) but funding ( as ready to protect and help, to 
crown and reward his fullering Servant) at the right hand of God. So 
eafily can Heaven delight and entertain us in the°want of all earthly 
comforts; and divine confolations are thennearefi to us, when humane 
aflifiances are farthefi from us. The good Man was infinitely ravifhed 
with the Vifion, and it infpired his Soul with a frelH zeal and courage, 
and made him long to arrive at that happy place, and little concerned what 
ufo they would make of it, he could not but communicate and impart 
his happinefs ; the Cup was full, and it eafily overflowed ; he tells his ad- 
verfaries what himfelf beheld, Behold I fee the Heavens opened, and the Son 
of Man ftanding on the right hand of God. 

XIX. THE Heavenly Vifion had very different effe&s, it eilco*a- 
raged Stephen, but enraged the Jews, who now taking it pro cohfejfo that 
he was a blafphemer, refolved upon his death, without any further pro- 
cef. How furious and impatient is milguided Zeal! they did not 
Hand to produce a Warrant from the Roman Governor (without 
whole leave they had not power to put any Man to death ; nay they had 
not the patience to Hay for the judicial feritence of the Sanhedrem, but 
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aXed the part of Zclots , ( who were wont to execute vengeance upon 
Capital Offenders without flaying for the ordinary formalitie of Ju- 
ftice ) and raiflng a great noife and clamour, and flowing their ears , that 
they might hear no further Blafphemies, and be deaf to all cries for mer¬ 
cy, they unanimouflyrufhed upon him. But zeal is Superfluous in its 
maddeftfury; they would not execute,him within the Walls, left they 
fliould pollute the holy City with his Blood, but hurried him without the 
City, and there fell upon him with a fhower of ftones. Stoning was one 
of the four Capital punifhments among the Jews , infliXed upon greater 
vid p Fag in and m ? re enor mous crimes, efpecially Blafphemy, Idolatry, and ftrange 
Exod. 2i. i5. Worftiip: and the Jews tell us of many particular circumftances ufed 
m this fort of punilhment. TheMelafeXor was to be led out of the 
Confiftory, at the door whereof a perfon was to ftand with a Napkin in 
his hand, and a Man on Horfeback at fome diftance from him, that if 
any one came and laid, he had Ibmething to offer for the deliverance of 
the MalefaXor, upon the moving of the Napkin the Horfeman might 
give notice, and bring the offender back. He had two grave perlons to 
go along with him to exhort him to Confeflion by the way ; a Crier went 
before him, proclaiming who he was, what his crime, and who the wit- 
neffes; being come near the place of Execution (which was two cubits 
from the ground ) lie was firfl ftripped, and then ftoned, and after¬ 
wards hanged, where he was to continue till Sun-fet, and then being taken 
down, he and his Gibbet were both buried together. 

XX. SUCH were their Cuftoms in ordinary cafes, but alas their 
greedinelsof St. Stephens Blood would not admit thefe tedious proceed¬ 
ings ; only one formality we find them ufing, which the Law requi¬ 
te. 17.7. red, which was, that the hands of the WitnessJhou/d he firfl upon him , to 
put him to death, and afterwards the hands of the People ; a Law furely 
contrived with great Wildom and Prudence, that fo the Witnefs, iffor- 
fworn, might derive the guilt of the Blood upon himfelf, and the reft be 
free ; fo thou Jhalt put the evil away from among you. Accordingly here 
the \V itnelTes putting off their upper Garments ( which rendred them lefs 
nimble and expedite, being loofe and long, according to the mode of 
thole Eaftern Countries ) laid them down di Saul's feet, a zealous Youth, 
at that time Student under Gamaliel, the fiery zeal and aXivity of whole 
temper made him bufie no doubt in this, as we find he was in the fol¬ 
lowing Perfection. An AXion which afterwards coft him tears and 
penitent reflexions, himfelf perferring the IndiXment againft himfelf; 
Aft* 22 . so. When the blood of the Martyr Stephen wasjhed, I alfo wat flanding by, and 
confenting unto his death, and kept the raiment of them that flew him. Thus 
prepared they began the Tragedy, whole example was loon follo wed 
by the multitude. All which time the innocent and holy Man was upon 
his knees, fending up his Prayers fafter to Heaven than they could rain 
down Stones upon him, pioufly recommending his own Soul to God, and 
charitably intending for his Murderers, that God would not charge this 
guilt upon them, nor leverely reckon with them for it; and then gave 
up the Ghoft, or as the lacred Hiftorian elegantly expreflesit ,fell Sleep. 
So loft a pillow is death to a good Man, fo willingly, fo quietly does lie 
leave the World, as a weary Labourer goes to Bed at night. "W hat Storms 
or Tempefts loever may follow him while he lives, his Sun in fpight of 
all the malice and cruelty of his enemies lets ferenc and calm; mark the per¬ 
fect and behold the upright, for the end of that man is peace. 1 

XXI. THUS 
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XXI. THUS^died St. Stephen, the Protomartyr of the Chriftian 
Faith, obtaining r wmf yepwungv %'n<pa.vov (fays Enfebius ) a reward H ‘ Eecl > f.a. 
truly anfwering to his name, a Croton. He was a Man in whom the lf f ' 38, 
Virtues of a divine life were very eminent and illuftrious ; a Man full 
of Faith, and of the Holy Ghoft. Admirable his zeal for God and for 
Religion, for the propagating whereof he refufed no pains, declined no 
troubles or difficulties: his courage was not baffled either with the angry 
frowns, or the fierce threatnings of his enemies, nor did his Spirits fink, 
though he flood alone, and had neither Friend nor Kinfinan to affift and 
comfort him; his conftancy firm and unfhaken, notwithftanding temp¬ 
tations on the one hand, and the dangers that aflaulted him on the 
other: in all the oppofitions that he met with, under all the torments 
and fufferings that he underwent, he dilcovered nothing but the meek 
and innocent temper of a Lamb, never betraying one paflionate and re¬ 
vengeful word, but calmly refigned up his Soul to God. He had a cha¬ 
rity large enough to cover. the higheft affronts, and the greateft wrongs 
and injuries that were put upon him; and accordingly after the exam¬ 
ple of his Mafter, he prayed for the pardon of his Murderers, even while 
they were raking in his Blood. And the effectual 

fervent prayer oft he righteous Man availed much ; f H * Jfo N*\*rms, qum tu pirfe* 

Heaven was not deafto hear his Petition, as an- fTJl con \ 


Heaven was not deaf to hear his Petition, as ap¬ 
peared in the Ipeedy Converfion ofS. Paul, whole 
admirable change we may realonably fiippofe to 
have been the birth of the good mans dying 
groans, the fruit of his Prayer and Intereft in Hea¬ 
ven. And what let off all thele excellencies, he was 
not elevated with lofty and arrogant conceits, nor 
thought more highly of himfelf than he ought to think , 
efteeming meanly of and preferring others be¬ 
fore himfelf. And i 


Ega fum Jtfus Nalarms, qum tupirfe* 
qutris, Quidmihi & tibi t Quart tt trigis con¬ 
tra mt, ad t ant a mala qrue commiftfii in mi * 
Olimquidem debui perdert tt,fed Sttphanut 
mi us oravit pro tt.O Saule lupe rapax, comtdi- 
fii, txpttla paulttlum, & digerts. Dicam pla¬ 
nt, elifus tjl filius perditions. Nam ft Sanflus 
STE P HA NV Sficnon oraffet, Eccltfix 
P AVL VMnon haberet. Std idto eretiusejl 
Panins, quia in terra inclinatus txauditns efi 
Stephanies. Quod [nit ptrfceutor, pat it nr pr.t. 
dtcator. Auguft. Scrm. i .de Sc.Scepli.Tom. 
io. col. n53. 


efteeming meanly of and preferring others be¬ 
fore himfelf. And therefore the Author of the Apoftolic (4) Con flit utions (*) Llb - *’ ej r- 
brings in the Apoftles commending St. Stephen for his humility, that 
though he was lo great a perfon, and honoured with fucli fingular so*, 
and extraordinary Vifions and Revelations, yet never attempted°any 
thing above his place, did not Confecrate the Eucharift, nor confer Or¬ 
ders upon any ; but ( as became a Martyr of Clirift vh 
to preferve Order and Decency ) he contented himfelf with the ftation 
of a Deacon , wherein he prefevered to the laft minute of his life. 

XXII. HIS Martyrdom hapned ( fay feme ) three years after our Savi¬ 
ours Paffion,Which Euodius Bilhop of Antioch (if that Epiftle were his cited ( b ) ff.EccU.2i 
by (b) Nicephorus, which ’tis probable enough was not) extends to no lels c ( t f& c 
than feven years. Doubtlefs a very wide miftake. Sure I am (c) Eufebius af- uidat. 
firms, that it was not long after his Ordination to his Deacons Office, and ^hfmb 
the Author of the Excerpt a Chronologic a publifhed by (ff)Scaliger more par- p*g' 82. 
ticularly,that it was fome few days lels than eight months after our Lords ( f ° h rMr ; .*? s : 
Afcenfion. He is generally fuppofed to have been young at the time of his Jj%/d/rS 
Martyrdom ; and (e)ChryJoft. makes no feruple of ftyling \\m\ young Man at ^t.s.smh. 
every turn,though for what reafon,I confcfs I am yet to learn.He was Mar- I'/Z'bTi 
tyred without the walls,near the gate on the North fide that leads to Cedar, df loc - s - V* 
( as (/) Lucian tells us ) and which was afterwards called St .Stephens Gate ; Bwdeiir'ift 
anciently ( fay fome ) ftyled the Gate of Ephraim, or as others the Valley Tmf.p.mf*: 
Gate, or the Fifh Gate which flood on the Eafl fide of the City, where f ot 2 °f- m ‘> 
the place we are told is ftill fhewed, where St. Paul i&tc when he kept 25*. ‘ 

the 
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the cloaths of them that Hew him. Over this place ( where ever it was) 

(a) Evagr. h. the Emprefs (a) Eudocia Wife of Theodoftus, when file repaired the Walls 
f. C 2Bo' C ' 22 ' J er ufalem, eroded a beautiful and ftatcly Church to the honour of 

St. Stephen, wherein fhe her felf was buried afterwards. The great Stone 

(b) Bed.ib.c. 3 . U p 0n which lie hood while he Buffered Martyrdom,® is laid to have been 
p '* 4 * afterwards removed into the Church built to the honour of the Apo- 

ftles upon Mount Sion, and there kept with great care and reverence: 
yea one of the Stones wherewith he was killed, being preferved by fome 
(t)Bir.m. in Chriftian, was afterwards ( as we are (d) told ) carried into Italy, and laid 
adTg.Tp! up as a choice Treafureat Ancona, and a Church their built to theme- 
475. tx Mar- mory of the Martyr. 

tjros.s.cpiac. . XXIII. THE Church received a great wound by the death of this 
pious and good Man, and could not but exprefs a very deep refentment 
of it: Devout Men ( probably Profelytes ) carried Stephen to his burial, and 
made great lamentation for him. They carried, or as the word 
properly fignifies, they drejfed him up, and prepared the dead body for 
the burial. For we cannot reafonably fuppofe, that the Jews being at 
this time lb mightily enraged againft him, the Apojlles would think it 
prudent further to provoke the exafperated humour by making a folemn 
C d)Lm.tn.Ep- and pompous Funeral. His burial (if we might believe (d) one of the 
stipb ( Tbip<pr Ancients, who pretends ’twas revealed to him in a Vifion by Gamaliel, 
& a pud Bar, ad whom many of the Ancients make tfchave been a Chriftian Convert) was 
?id*N?c!V 1 ‘ 0n manner * The j fewifb Sanhedrim having given order that his Car- 
li^Xrotn. cafe Ihould remain in the place of its Martyrdom to be confumed by wild 
2 -M 54 * Bcafts; here it lay for fome time night and day, untouched either by 
Bcaft or Bird of Prey. Till Gamaliel compaffionating the cafe of the 
Holy Martyr, perfuaded fome Religious Chriftian Profelytes, who dwelt 
at Jerufalem, and furnifhed them with all things neceffary for it, to go 
with all poffible fecrccy and fetch off his Body. They brought it away 
in his own Carriage, and conveyed it to a place called Caphargamala, 
( corruptly, as is probable, for Caphargamaliel , otherwise iqd 
properly fignifies the Town of Camels ) that is, the Village of Gamaliel, 
twenty miles diftant from Jerufalem where a folemn mourning was 
kept for him feventy days at GamalieP s charge, who alfo caufed him to be 
buried in the Eajl fide of his own Monument, where afterwards he was' 


, , interred himfelf. The Greek Menaon adds, that 

| us body was put into a Coffin made of the wood 

ActffeV, r utvov a.n7m.vcnv>' <rujx.o- r . fL 1 11 j n r s i - , , 

uirjufov U*t 0 cx,Iuj6)/ml *4* °£kcT. ree ca !J? d Per V\(jl us was a kvtp beau- 
cmkaCuv Iv yrusjoy.opuj) ih pci & «/©• $ tirul Egyptian Tree, as (e) Theophrajlus tells us, of 
Menx'on (Jraecor. r? « a«- which they were wont to make Statues, Beds, 
y.wCf Tub. lit. 2. 111 . Tables, &c.) though how they came by fucli ve- 

(e) Hifor. 1. 4. c. 2. p. 286. r y particular intelligence (there being nothing 
* * e Kt&r. of it in Gamaliels Revelation ) I am not able to imagine. * Johannes Pho- 
cas a Greek Writer of the middle Age of the Church, agrees in the rela¬ 
te* 4 tion of his Interment by Gamaliel, but adds, that he was firft buried in 
10. £^*f Mount Sion, in the houfe where the Apoftles were affembled when our 

iaL Lord came into them, the doors being [hut, after his Refurre&ion, and 

afterwards removed by Gamaliel to another place which (fays he ) was 
itid.c.it.p.23. on the left fide of the City, as it looks towards Samaria, where a famous 
Monaftery was built afterwards. 

XXIV. BUT where ever his Body was interred, it refted quietly for 
feveral Ages, till we hear of its being found out in the Reign of Honor ins, 

for 
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for then as (4) Sozomcn informs us,it was difeovered at the fame time with 0 Ih.EccU.?. 
the bones of the Prophet Zachary, an account of both which he pro, 
miles to give *, and having fpoken of that of the Prophet, there abrupt¬ 
ly ends his Hiftory. But what is wanting in him is fully fupplied by 
other hands, efpecially the forementioned (b) Lucian, Presbyter of the Q>)Vid.hc. 
Town of Caphargamala in the Diocefs of Jerufalem, who is very large and at ( n o ' d ^ 

punctual in his account, thefum whereof ( fo far as concerns the prefent cl xxicoi. 
cafe, and is material to relate ) is this. Sleeping one night in the Bapti - s 8 *- 
Jlerium of his Church, (this was Ann. CCCCXV. Honor. Imper. XXI.) 
there appeared to him a grave venerable old Man, who told him he was 
Gamaliel, bad him go to John Bifhop of Jerufalem , and will him to re¬ 
move his remains and fome others ( whereof S. Stephen was the princi¬ 
pal ) that were with him from the place where they lay. Three feve- 
fal times the Vifion appeared to him before he would be fully fatisfied 
in the thing, and then he acquainted the Bifhop with it, who comman¬ 
ded him to fearch after the place. After fome attempts, he found the 
place of their repofitory, and then gave the Bifhop notice, who came and 
brought two other Bifhops, Eleutherius of Scbajlc, and Eleiithcrins of Hieri- 
.cho , along with him. The Monument being opened, they found an 
I.nfc.ription upon S. Stephens Tomb-ftone in deep Letters, C E LIEL, 
fignifying ( fays mine Author ) the Servant of God ; at the opening of the 
Coffin there was an Earthquake, and a very pleafant and delightful fra- 
grancy came from it, and feveral miraculous cures were done by it. The 
remains being clofed up again ( only fome few bones, and a little of the 
fluff that was taken out, and beftowed upon Lucian ) were with great 
triumph and rejoicing conveyed to the Church that ftood upon Mount 
Sion, the place where he himfelf while alive had difeharged the Office 
of a Deacon. I add no more of this, but that this Story is not only 
mentioned by (c) Photius, and before him by ( d) Marcellinm Comes, fome- m loc. titn. 
times Chancellor or Secretary to JuJlinian, afterwards Emperour ( who IfMdcd. 
lets it down as done in the very fame year, and under the lame Confuls 
wherein Lucians Epiftle reports it) but before both by (e ) Gennaditu (0 Dl Script. 
Presbyter of Marfeilles, who lived Ann. CCCCXC. and many years be- 
fore, and confequently not long after the time of Lucian himfelf; who F ‘ 
alfo adds, that Lucian wrote a relation of it in Greek to all the Churches, 
which Avitus a Spanijh Presbyter tranllated into Latinc , whole Epiftle is 
prefixed to it, wherein he gives an account of it to Balchonius Bilhop of 
Braga, and lent it by Oropus into Spain. 

XXV. THESE remains ( whether before or after, the Reader muff 
judge by the fequel of the Story, though I queftion whether he will 
have Faith enough to believe all the circumftances of it) were trandated 
to Conjlantinople upon this occafion. (f) Alexander a Noble-man of the 
Senatorian Order, having a particular veneration for the Protomartyr, ec. 
had erefted an Oratory to him in Palejline, commanding that himfelf 9 .p. 554 - 
when dead being put into a Coffin like that of St. Stephen , Ihould be bu- f* dm 
riedbyhim. Eight years after, his Lady ( whole name, fay fome, was n.*oiGr. e c. 
Juliana') removing to Conjlantinople, refolved to take her Husbands body rtf. 
along with her: but in a hurry fhe chanced to miftake St. Stephens Coffin lit * 

for that of her Husband, and fo let forward on her Journey. But it foon 11 ’ 
betrayed it felf by an extraordinary odor, and fome miraculous effects .* 
the fame whereof flying before to Conjlantinople, had prepared the peo¬ 
ple to condudt it with great joy and folemnity into the 7 ^/rr/WPalace. 

D Which 
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\Vhich yet could not be effected > for the fturdy Mules that carried 
the Treafure being come as far as Confiantine\ Baths , would not ad¬ 
vance one ftep further. And when unreafonably whipped and pricked, 
they Ipake aloud, and told thole that conduced them, that the Martyr 
was to be repoled and interred in that place. Which was accordingly 
done, and a beautiful Church built there. But certainly they that firft 
added this paflage to the Story, had been at a great lols for invention, 
had not the Story of Balaam's Afs been upon record in Scripture. I 
4 con fefs * Baronin « leems not over-forward to believe this relation, not 
iai. *** for the trifling and ridiculous improbabilities of it, but only becaufe 
he could not well reconcile it with the time of its being firft found out 
by Lucian. Indeed my Authors tell us, that this was done in the time of 
Confiahftne, Metrophanes being then Bifhop of Conjlantifiople, and that 
it was only Ibme part of his remains buried again by lome devout 
Chriftians, that was difeovered in a Yifion to Lucian , and that the 
Emprels Ptilcheria , by the help of her brother Theodofitti , procured 
from the Bifhop of Jernfalem the Martyrs right hand, which being 
arrived at Conjlantinoplc , was with lingular reverence and rejoycing 
brought into the Palace, and there laid up, and a (lately and magnificent 
Church ere&ed for it, let off with all rich and coftly ornaments and ad¬ 
vantages. 

t Afarceff.chr. XXVI. AUTHORS mention another remove ^.CCCCXXXIX, 
Mici.xn.p. ^ anc j j et the curious and inquifitive after thefe matters reconcile the 
Tniodot. Ltd. diiferent accounts ) of his remains to Qonflantinople by the Emprefs Eu- 
tlb ' 2 ’P- 5 68 - docia, Wife to Theodoftus, who having been at Jernfalem upon fome 
pious and charitable defigns, carried back with her to the Imperial City 
the remains of S. Stephen , which fhe carefully laid up in the Church of ■ 
0>Mvir. S. Laurence. The Roman (*) Martyrology lays, that in the time of Pope 
Mail?. 284. Pelagias they were removed from Conjlantinoplc to Rome, and lodg’d in 
the Sepulchre of S. Laurence the Martyr in agro Vcranoy where they are 
honoured with great piety and devotion. But I find not any Author 
(byid 4.,;. near-thole times mentioning their tranflation into any of thefe We flew 
eJ.prxi.Ef. parts, except the little parcel which (b~) Orofuts brought from Jernfalem 
tut 7 < fv*r, ( whither he had been lent by S. Auguftin to know 5 \.Hieroms fenle in the 
'‘tecLUollf. Queftion about the Original of the Soul ) which he received from Avi- 
tus, who had procured it of Lucian, and brought it along with him into 
MimiUAmr.. t | le that is, into Africy for whether it went any further, I find 

not. 

XXVII. A S for the miracles reported to have been done by the re- 
(c)Df.shr. mains of this Martyr, (c) Gregory Bifhop of Tours, and the Writers of the 
l' foH°wing Ages have furniflied the World with abundant inftanccs, 
c'V. 33 ’ 42 ’ which I inlift not upon, Superftition having been the peculiar genius and 
humour of thole middle Ages of the Church, and the Chriftian World 
miferably over-run with an exceflive and immoderate Veneration of 
the Reliques of departed Saints. However I can venture the Readers 
difpleafure for relating one, and the rather becaule’tis fololemnlyaver- 
(vi red by (d) Baronins himlelf. S. Gaudiofus an African Bifhop, flying from 
r-’K'i, tlie Fandalic Perfecution, brought with him a Glals Vial of S. Stephens 
^4 4. 1U * blood to Naples in Italy, where it was famous efpecially for one miracu¬ 
lous eftett, that being let upon the Altar , at the time of Mafs it was 
annually wont upon the third of Augufl( the day whereon S. Stephens body 
was firft dilcovered ) to melt and bubble, as if it were but newly fhed. 

But 
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But the miracle of the miracle lay in this, that when Pope Gregory 
the XIII. reformed the Roman Kjilendar , and made no lels than ten days ‘ 
difference from the former, the Blood in the Vial cealed to bubble upon 
the third of Augufl according to the old computation, and bubbled upon 
that that fell according to the new Reformation. A great juftifieation 
I confels (as Baronins well obferves ) of the divine Authority of the 
Gregorian Kjilendar , and the Popes Conftitutions; but yet it was ill 
done to let the Kjilendar at variance, when both had been .equally jufti- 
fied by the miracle. But how eafie it was to abule the World with fuch 
tricks, elpecially in thefe later Ages, wherein the Artifice of the Priefts 
was arrived to a kind of perfe&ion in thefe affairs, is no difficult matter 
to imagin. 

XXV III. LET us then look to die more early Ages, when Covc- 
• touliiels and Secular Interefts had not 16 generally put Men upon Arts 
of craft and lubtlety , and we are told both by Lucian and Phot ms, that LoC antecitat 
at the firft difeovery of the Martyrs Body many ftrange miraculous 
cures were efte&ed , feventy three healed only by fmelling the odor 
and fragrancy of the body ; in fome, Damons were call out, others cu¬ 
red of Iifues of Blood, Tumours, Agues, Fevers, and infinite other diftem- 
pers that were upon them. But that which moft fways with me, is 
what S. Auguftin reports of thefe matters; who leems to have been in¬ 
quifitive about matters of Fad, as the Argument he managed did re- f' 
quire. For being to demonftrate againft the Gentiles that miracles 134tf.efi.itot* 
were not altogether ceafed in the Chriftian Church , among fcveral s* 
others he produces many inftances of Cures miraculoufly done at the 
remains of S. Stephen , brought thither ( as before we noted) by Orofius 
from Jernfalem-, all done thereabouts, and dome of them in tile place 
Where himfelf lived, and of which ( as he tells us ) they made Books, 
which were folemnly publilhed, and read to the People, whereof ( at 
the time of his Writing) there were no left than feventy written of the 
Cures done at Hippo (the place where he lived ) though it was not full 
two years fince the memorial of S. Stephen's Martyrdom had begun to 
be celebrated in that place, befides many whereof no account had been gi¬ 
ven in writing. To let down all were to tire the Readers patience be¬ 
yond all recovery, a few only for a fpecimen 1 \ta\\ fuffice. At the Aqtu 
Tibilitan# Project us the Bifhop bringing the remains of the Martyr, in a 
vaft multitude of People a blind Woman defiring to be hrought to the 
Bifhop, and lome Flowers which Hie brought being laid upon them , 
and after applied to her eyes, to the wonder of all Hie inftantly received 
her fight. Lticillus Bifhop of Synica near Hippo , carrying the lame re¬ 
mains, accompanied with all the People, was fuddenly freed from a de- 
fperate difeafe, under which he had a long time laboured, and for which 
he even then expe&ed the Chirurgeons Knife Ettcharius a Spaniflj Pref- 
byter, then dwelling at Calama ( whereof P off dins who wrote S. Angu- 
flins Life was Bifhop) was by the fame means cured of tlie Stone, which 
he had a long time been affli&ed with, and afterwards recovered of 
another diftemper, when he had been given over for dead. Martialis 
an Ancient Gentleman in that place of great note and rank, but a Pagan, 
and highly prejudiced againft the Chriftian Faith, had been often in vain 
follicitedby his Daughter and her Husband (both Chriftians) to turn 
Chriftian, elpecially in his ficknels, but (Fill relented the motion with 
indignation. His Son-in-law went to the place dedicated to St. Stephens 

D 2 Martyr- 
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Martyrdom, and there with Prayers and tears palfionately begged 
of God his Converfion. Departing he took fonie Flowers thence with 
him, which at night he put under his Fathers head ; who flept well, and 
in the morning called for the Bifhop, in whole abfence ( for he was at 
that time with S. Augufiin at Hippo ) the Presbyters were lent for; at 
Whole coming he acknowledged himlelf a Chriftian, and to the joy 
and admiration of all, was immediately Baptized. As long as he lived 
he often had thele words in his mouth, and they were the laft words 
that he Ipake ( for he died not long after ) 0 Chrift receive my fpirit y 
though utterly ignorant that it was the Protomartyrs dying Speech. 

XXIX. MANY palfages of like nature he relates done at his own 
See at Hippo , and this among the reft. Ten Children of eminency at Ctr- 
farea in Cappadocia ( all the Children of one Man ) had for lome notorious 
mifdemeanour after their Fathers death been curled by their Mother, 
whereupon they were all leized with a continual trembling and Ihaking 
in all parts of their Body. Two of thele, Paultis and Palladia , came 
over into Afric , and dwelt at Hippo y notorioufly known to the whole 
City. They arrived fifteen days before Eafter , where they frequented 
the Church, elpecially the place dedicated to the Martyrdom of S. Ste¬ 
phen every day, praying that God would forgive them, and reftore them 
to their health. Upon Eafter-Day the Young Man praying as he was 
wont at the accuftomed place, fuddenly droptdown, and lay like one 
afleep, but without any trembling, and awaking found himlelf jierfeft- 
ly reftored to health, who was thereupon with the joyful acclamations 
of the People brought to S. Auguftm, who kindly received him, and after 
the public devotions were over , treated him at Dinner, where he had 
the whole account of the mifery that befel him. The day after, when 
the narrative of his Cure was to be recited to the People, his Sifter alfo 
was healed in the lame manner, and at the lame place, the particular cir- 
cumftances of both which S. Augitjlin relates more at large. 

XXX. WHAT the judicious and unprejudiced Reader will think 
of thele and more the like inftances there reported by this good Father, 
I know not, or whether he will not think it realonable to believe, that 
God might fufter thele ftrange and miraculous cures to be wrought in a 

lug. he. place where multitudes yetperfifted in their Gcntilifm and infidelity ; and 

irio csp. who made this one great obje&ion againit the Chriftian Faith , that 
whatever miracles might be heretofore pretended for the confirmation 
of Chriftian Religion, yet that now they were cealcd , when yet they 
were ftill neceflary to induce the World to the belief of Chriftianity. 
Certain it is, that nothing was done herein, but what did very well con- 
lift with the wiltlom and the goodnels of God, who as he is never wont 
to be prodigal in multiplying the effects of his omnipotent power be¬ 
yond a juft neceflity, lb is never wanting to afford all neceffary eviden¬ 
ces and methods of convi&ion. That therefore the unbelieving World 
( who made this the great refuge of their infidelity ) might lee that his 
Arm was not grown effeete and weak; that he had not left the Chri¬ 
ftian Religion wholly deftitute of immediate and miraculous attefta- 
tions, he was plealed to exert thele extraordinary powers, that he might 
baffle their unbelief, and filence their objections againit the divinity of 
the Chriftian Faith. And for this reafon God never totally withdrew 
the power of working Miracles from the Church, till the World was in 
a manner wholly fubdued to the Faith of Chrift. And then he left it 
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to be conduced by more humane and regular ways, and to preferve its 
Authority over the minds of Men by thole Handing and innate chara- 
tters of Divinity, which he has impreffed upon it. ’Tis true that the 
Church of iW fM pretends to this power, which it endeavours to 
juftifie by appealing to thele and fuch like inftances. But in vain and 
to nopurpole ; the pretended miracles of that Church being generally 
trifling and ludicrous, far beneath that gravity and lerioufnels that 
mould work upon a wife and confidering mind, the manner of their 
operation obfeureand ambiguous, their numbers exceflive and immo- 
derate, theoccafions of them light and frivolous, and after all, the things 
themfelves for the moft part falfe, and the reports very often fo mon- 
ftrous and extravagant, as would choke any fober and rational belief, 

, that ? himfdf become thc g iea teft miracle that believes 

them. I mail obferve no more, than that in all thefe cafes related by 
o. AHguJtWy we never find that they invocated or prayed to the Martyr 
nor begged to be healed by his merits orinterceffion, but immediately 
directed their addreffes to God himlelf. * 


THE 





2 3 


THE LIFE OF 

s. philip 

THE 

DEACON andE V ANGELIS T. 


ms't 




YfA 


/v?. 8 . a8. (JCe conianded the Charel to stand still: ancl they jpent 
into the nxiter, both and the and he 

His Birth-place.The confcmimg him with S. Philip the 'Apojlle. 

T' ft‘ r f">»of theChunhat 
lalem. Fhilip spreading at Samaria. Inveumcprejudices h/m 











The Life of St. P h i l i p the Deacon, &c. 

Samaritans uni the Jews. The great fuccefs of S. Pliilip’x Minijlry. 
The JmpoJinr.es of Simon Magus, and his embracing Chrijlianity. The 
Chrtfttans at Samaria confirmed by Peter and John. Philip fent to 
Gaza. His meeting with the ^Ethiopian Eunuch. What ^Ethiopia here 
meant. Candace who. Theciijlomof retaining Eunuchs in the Courts of 
the Eajlern Princes. This Eunuch who. His Office. His Religion and 
great Piety. HisConijerfton dnd Baft ifm by S. Philip. The place where 
he wat'baptized. The Eunuchs return , and propagating Chrijlianity in 
his own Country . Philip’/ journey to Csefarea, and fixing his abode there . 
His four Daughters Virgin-Propheteffes. His death . 


XfilU. r. Ep. 
449. ad Anti¬ 
och. p. 95. 


g * PHILIP was born (as Jfidore the Peleufiot plain- 
% ly intimates ) at Cafarea , a famous Port-Town be- 
tween Joppa and Ptolemais in the Province of Sa- 
■rag. maria \ but whether he had any other warrant for 
| it than his own conje&ure, I know not, there 
being fome circumftances however that make it 
g/Jp? probable. He has been by fbme both formerly 
and of later times for want of a due regard to things 


and perfons, carelefly confounded with S. Philip the Jpojlle . A mi* 
ftake of very Ancient date, and which feems to have been embraced 
by fbme of the moft early Writers of the Church. But whoever con- 
fiders that the one was an Jpojlle , and one of the Twelve , the other a Dea¬ 
eon only, and one of the Seven, chofen’out of the People, and let a- 
part by the Apoftles, that they themfelves might attend the more imme¬ 
diate Minifteries of the Office ', that the one was difperfed up and down 
the Country, while the other remained with the Apoftolical College at 
Jerufalem ; that the one though commiffioned to Preach and to Bap¬ 
tize, could not impart the Holy Ghoft (the peculiar prerogative of the 
Apoftolical Office ) will fee juft reafon to force him to acknowledge a 
vaft difference between them. Our S. Philip was one of the Seven¬ 
ty Difciples,and S. Stephens next Collegue in the Deacons Office, erc- 
ded for the conveniency of the Poor, and affifting the Apoftles in lome 
inferiour Services and Miniftrations: which fhews him to hav e been a 


perfon of great efteem and reputation in the Church, endowed with mi¬ 
raculous powers,/}///^ Wifdom , and of the Holy Ghojl', which were the 
qualifications required by the Apoftles in thofe who were to be conftituted 
to this place. In the difeharge of this Miniftery he continued at JeruJa- 
lem for fome Months after his ele&ion, till the Church being feattered up 
and down,he was forced to quit his ftation: as what wonder if the Stewards 
be difmiffed, when the Houfhold is broken up ? 

II. THE Protomartyr had been lately lacrificed to the rage and fury 
of his Enemies ; but the bloody Cloud did not fo blow over, but increa- 
fed into a blacker tempeft. Cruelty and revenge never fay it is enough, 
like the temper of the Devil, whole malice is infatiable and eternal. 
Stephen’s death would not fuffice, the whole Church is now fhot at, and 
they refolve (if poffible ) to extirpate the Religion it felf. The great 
Engineer in this Perfecution was Saul, whole a&.ive and fiery genius, 
and paffionate concern for. the Traditions of the Fathers, made him. pur- 
fue the delignwith the Spirit of a Zealot, and the rage of a Mad-mar. 
Having furnifhed himfelf with a Commifliori from the Sanhedrim, he 
quickly jut it in execution, broke open Houfes, feized whoever he met 

with 
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with, that looked but like a Difciple of the crucified Jefis, and without 
any regard to Sex or Age, beat, and haled them into prifbn, plucking 
the Husband from the bofom of his Wife, and the Mother from the Em¬ 
braces of her Children, blafphetning God, profecuting and being inju¬ 
rious unto Men, breathing out nothing but flaughter and threatnings 
where-ever he came; whence Eufebius calls it the firft and moft grie- heccLI. z.c.i, 
vous Perfecution of the Church. The Church by this means was for- p ' 
ced to retire, the Apoftles only remaining privately at Jerufalem, that 
they might the better fuperintend and fteer the affairs of the Church, 
while the reft were difperfed up and down the neighbouring Coun¬ 
tries, publifhing the glad tidings of the Gofpel, and declaring the na¬ 
ture and defign of it in all places where they came; fo that what their 
Enemies intended as the way to ruin them, by breaking the knot of 
their Fcllowfhip and Society, proved an eftedual means to enlarge the 
bounds of Chriftianity. Thus excellent perfumes, while kept dole in a 
box, few are the better for them, whereas being once, whether cafiial- 
ly or malicioufly fpilt upon the ground, the fragrant feent prefently fills 
all corners of the houfe. 

III. AMONG them that were thus difperfed was our Evangelifl, 
fo ftiled not from his writing, but preaching of the Gofpel. He dire¬ 
cted his journey towards the Province of Samaria , and came into a 
City of Samaria ( as thofe words may be read ) probably Gitton, the birth¬ 
place of Simon Magus', though it’s fafeft to underftand it of Samaria it 
felf. This was the Metropolis of the Province, had been for fome Ages 
the Royal Seat of the Kings of Ifrael , but being utterly deftroyed by 
Hyrcan u, had been lately re-edified by Herod the Great , and in honour 
o I Augufttis ( ZlQar®. j by him ftiled Sebajle. The Samaritans were a 
mixture of Jews and Gentiles , made up of the remains that were left of the 
Ten Tribes which were carried away captive, and thole Heathen Colo¬ 
nies which the King of Babylon brought into their room ; and their Re¬ 
ligion accordingly was nothing but Judaifm blended with Pagan Rites, 
though lb highly prized and valued by them, that they made no feru- 
pleto difpute place, and to vie with the Worfhip of the Temple of Je- 
rttfalem. Upon this account there had been an ancient and inveterate 
pique and quarrel between the Jews and them, fo as utterly to refufe all 
mutual intercourfe with each other. Hence the Samaritan Woman J 011, 4 - 
wondred, that our Lord being a Jew , ffjould ask drink of her , who was a 
Woman of Samaria ; for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans. 

They defpifed them at the rate of Heathens, devoted them under the 
moft folemn execrations, allowed them not to become Profelytes, nor 
to have any Portion in the RefurreCtioii of the Juft, fullered not an 
Jfraelite to eat with them, no nor to fay Amen to their BIdling, nor did 
they think they could faften upon our Saviour a greater Character of 
reproach, than to fay that he was a Samaritan, and had a Devil. But 
God regards not the prejudices of Men, nor always with-holds hiskind- 
•nefs from them, whom we are ready to banifh the Lines of love and 
Fricndfhip. ’Tis true the Apoftles at their firft million were charged 
not to go in the way of the Gentiles, nor to enter into any City ofthe Samart- Math. 10.5. 
tans. But when Chrift by his death had broken down the partition-wall , 2 f H 

and abolifhedin his flcJJj the enmity, even the law of commandments contained & icq. 
in ordinances , then the Gofpel came and preached peace as well to them 
that were afar off, as to them that were nigh. Philip therefore freely 
E preached 
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preached the Gofpel to thefe Samaritans^ fo odious, fo diftaftful to the 
Jews : to which he efte&ually prepared his way by many great and 
uncontrollable miracles, which being arguments fitted to the capacities, 
and accommodate to the fenfes of the meaneft, do eafilieft convey the 
truth into the minds of Men. And the fuccefs here was accordingly, 
the people generally embracing the Chriftian Do&rine, while they be¬ 
held him curing all manner of difeafes, and powerfully difpofleffing 
Demons, who with great horror and regret were forced to quit their re- 
lidence, to the equal joy and wonder of that place. 

IV. IN this City was one Simon , born at a Town not far off, who 
by Sorcery and Magic Arts had ftrangely infinuated himfelf into the 
reverence and veneration of the People. A Man crafty and ambitious, 
daring and infblent, whole Diabolical fophiftries and devices, had for a 
long time lo amazed the eyes of the Vulgar, that they really thought 
him (and for fuch no doubt he gave out himfelf) to bethefupreme Di¬ 
vinity, probably magnifying himfelf as that divine Power, that was to 
vifit the Jews as the Meffia, or the Son of God; among the Samaritans, 

(j'jLib.i.c.zo. giving out himfelf to be the Father, ( as (a) Irenxus allures us, ) r7rp£. 10t > 
as his Countryman (b) J ujlin Martyr tc\\s us the People worlhipped 
69.ud.Tnt.d2 him, as the firft and chiefeft Deity ; as afterwards among the Gentiles he 
rS.’pfaio. ftded himfelf the Holy Ghoft. And what wonder if by this train of Ar- 
‘ 4 ’ tifices the people were tempted and feduced to admire and adore him. 

And in this cafe things (food at S. Philip's arrival, whole greater and 
more unqueftionable miracles quickly turned the Scale. Impofturc 
cannot bear the too near approach of Truth, but flies before it, asdark- 
nefs vanilhes at the prefence of the Sun. The people fenfibleof their 
errour, univerfally flocked to S. Philip’s Sermons, and convinced bv the 
efficacy of his Do&rine, and the power of his Miracles, gaveupthem- 
felves his Converts, and were by Baptifrn initiated into the Chriftian 
Faith: Yea the Magician himfelf aftonifhed at thofe mighty things 
which he faw done by Philip, profefled himfelf his Profelyte and Difei- 
ple, and was baptized by him; being either really perluaded by the 
convi&ive evidence of Truth, or elfe for lorne finifter delignscraftily 
dilfembling his Belief and Profeffion of Chriftianity. A piece of Arti- 
(f)H.Eccl. hi. fi ce w hich (c) Etifcbius tells us, his Dilciples and Followers ftillobferved 
2.c.i.p.w. hi S tiin e , who in imitation of their Father, like a Peft or a Leprofle, 
were wont to creep in among the Chriftian Societies, that lo they might 
with the more advantage poifon and infeft the reft, many of whom ha¬ 
ving been difcovered, had with fhame been eje&ed and caft out of tho 
Church. 

V. THE fame of S. Philip’s fuccefs at Samaria quickly flew to Jeru- 
falem , where the Apoftles immediately took care to difpatch loine of 
their own number to confirm thefe new Converts in the Faith. Peter 
and John were lent upon this errand, who being come, prayed for them, 
and laid their hands upon them, ordaining probably lome to be Go¬ 
vernors of the Church, and Minifters of Religion ; which was no looner 
done, but the miraculous Gifts of the Holy Ghoft fell upon them. A 
plain evidence of the Apoftolic Power: Philip had converted and ba- 

* Ft/ifh.H.nef. ptized them, but being only a Deacon , fas * Epiphanir/s and t Chryfoflom 
icirff/omii trul y oW ^ rve ) could not confer the Ploly Ghoft, this being a faculty 
I sAnAtt. bellowed only upon the Apoftles. Simon the Magician obferving this, 
p. 580. that a power of working miracles was conveyed by the impofition of 

the 
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the Apoftles hands, hoped by obtaining it to recover his credit and re¬ 
putation with the People; to which end he fought by fuch methods 
as were moftapt to prevail upon himfelf, to corrupt the Apoftles by a 
fum of Money, to confer this power upon him. Peter relented the mo¬ 
tion with that fharpnels and feverity that became him , told the Wretch 
of the iniquity of his offer, and the evil ftate -and condition he was in 
advifed him by repentance to make his Peace with Heaven, that if poffi- 
ble, he might prevent the miferable fate that otherwife did attend him. 

But what palled between Peter and this Magician both here, and in their 
memorable encounter at Pome ( lo much Ipoken of by the Ancients) wc * 
have related more at large in another place. * 

VI. WHETHER S. Philip returned with the Apoftles to Jeruftlem, »•' >s'en. 9 .H,f 
or f as f Chryfoflom thinks ) ftaid at Samaria, and the parts thereabouts, 

we have no intimations left upon Record. But ^ ' w ' 5< * 5 

where-ever he was, an Angel was lent to him with ^ 

a melfage from God, to go and inftruff a Stranger , A- 

in the Faith. The Angel one would have thought Z^Clnjibl'*"**' 
had been moft likely himfeh to have managed 1 5 

this bulinels with fuccefs. But the wife God keeps Method and Order, 
and will not fufter an Angel to take that Work which he has put into 
the hands of his Minifters. The fum of his Commiffion was to go to¬ 
ward the South, unto the way that goes down from Jcrufalem to Gaza, which 
is defart: A circumftance, which whether it relate to the way, or the 
City, is not eafie to decide, it being probably true of both. Gaza was 
a City anciently famous for the ftrange efforts of Samfohs ftrertgth, for 
his captivity, his death, and the burial of himfelf arid his enemies in the 
fame Ruin. It was afterwards facked and laid waft by Alexander the 
Great, and as * Str abo notes, remained waft and defart inhis time; the * oiogrdpk t 
Prophetical curfe being truly accomplished in it, Gaza fl) all be for fake n\ ' 6 -P- n* ' 
a Fate which the Prophet Jeremy had foretold to be as certain, as if he • 

had feen it already done, baldnefs is come upon Gaza. So certainly do 
the Divine threatnings arreft and take hold of a proud and impenitent 
People; fo cafily do they fet open the Gates for ruin to enter into the 
ftrongeft and be ft fortified Cities, where Sin has once undermined, and 
ft ript them naked of the Divine protection. 

VII. NO fooner had S. Philip received his Orders, though he knew 
not as yet the intent of his journey, but he addrefled himfelf to it, he 
arofe and went : he did not reafon witli himfelf whether he might not 
bemiftaken, and that be a falfe and deluding Vifion that lent him upon 
fuch an unaccountable errand, and into a Defart and a Wildernefs, where 
he was more likely to meet with Trees and Rocks^and wild Beafts, than 
Men to preach to ; but went however, well knowing God never fends 
any upon a vain ora foolifh errand. An excellent inftance of obedience ; 
as 7 tis alfo recorded to Abrahams eternal honour and commendation, that 
when God fent his W^arrant, he obeyed and went out , not knowing whither 
he went. As he was on his journey, he efpied coming towards him a 
Man of y Ethiopia, an Eunuch of great Authority under Candace fifteen of the 
^Ethiopians ; who had the charge of all her treafure, and had come to Jem - 

falem to worJJjip ; though in what part of the World the Country here * Dorah.Sy 
Ipoken of wasfituate (the Word being varioufly ufed in Scripture ) has 
been feme difpute. * Dorotheas and + Sophromus of old, and feme later rntdlZut 
Writers, place it in Arabia the Happy, not far from the Per fan Gulf : but £c:. in Crl- 
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its moft generally conceived to be meant of the African A'.thiopia, lying 
under or near the torrid Zone, the People whereof are delcribed by 
Homer , to be (ySloiurfycov the remoteftpart of mankind ; and according- 
*p}«L Tm*. Hierom lays of this Eunuch , that he came from /Ethiopia, that 

p. 7 .‘ ° ' v is, ab extremis mundi finibns, from the fartheft corners of the World. The 
Country is fometimes ftiled Cufch , probably from a mixture of the Ara¬ 
bians, who inhabiting on the other fide of the Red Sea, might fend over 
Colonies hither, who fetling in thcfe parts, communicated the names of 
Cnjh and Sab tea to them. The manners of the People were very rude 
and barbarous, and the People themfelves, efpecially to the Jews , con- 
Amos?.;. temptibleeven to a Proverb *, Are ye not as the Children of the /Ethiopians 
unto me, 0 Children of Jfrael, faith the Lord? Nay the very meeting an 
/Ethiopian was acounted an ill omen , and an unlucky Prognoftication. 
But no Country is a Bar to Heaven, the grace of God that brings falvation y 
plucks up the enclofures, and appears to all ; fo that in every Action , he that 
fearethGodand worketh Righteonfnefs , is accepted with him. 

VIII. BUT we cannot reafbnably fuppofe that it fhould be meant 
of ALthiopia at large, efpecially as parallel at this day with the Abyj - 
fine Empire , but rather of that part of the Country whole Metropo- 
(h)Antipj.'J. lis was called Meroe, and Saba ( as *tis called both by (b) Jofephus , and 
i.2.c.$.p.ss. t j ie di,yjji nes themfelves at this day) fituate in a larj^e Illand, encompaf- 
fed by the Nile, and the Rivers of AJlapus, and Aflobarra, as Jofephus in- 
6.e.2?f *05. forms us: for about thefe parts it was ( as (c) Pliny tells us ) that Queens 
had a long time governed under the title of Candace , a cuftom ( as we find 
in Strabo ) firft commencing in the time of Auguftns, when a Queen of that' 
name having for her incomparable Vertues been dear to the People, her 
fucceffors in honour of her took the title of Candace , in the lame fenfe 
that Ptolomy was the common name of the Kings of Egypt , Artaxerxes 
of the Kings of Perfia , and Cafar of the Roman Emperours. Indeed 
'xj w -j tv KaeJuKlw Atsnomt vZf * Oecumcnm wasof opinion that Candace was ou¬ 
ts (icun>Xos hiHTigy. y£h\s<nv, e7r«cf>' mri($> ly the common name ot the Queen-mothers cf 
Aiai iomc in uvctfi?*<nv, tStovjm ii«f /Ethiopia, that Nation not giving the name of 
iv, iyj.?* mSn Fathers to their Kings, as acknowledging the Sun 

kO jcmien. Commair. in only for their Common Father, and their Prin- 
Aa. vm. P 82. ces t j ie Sons 0 f t j iat commoil Parent. But in this 

I think he Hands alone, and contradicts the general Vote and Suffrage 
of the Ancients, which affirms this Nation to have been fubjeCt to Wo- 
(o') rtEcd. 2. men ; Eire I am (d) Eufebius exprefly fays, ’twas the cufiom of this Coun- 
t.i p. ,p. try to be governed by Queens even in his time. The name of the prelent 
Queen (they lay ) was Lacafa , Daughter of King Baazena , and that fhe 
outlived the death of our Saviour four Years. 


IX. AMONG the great Officers of her Court flic had one (if not more) 
Eunuch, probably to avoid fufpicion, it being the falhion of thole Eaitern 
Countries (as it Hill is at this day ) to irnploy Eunuchs in places of great 
truft and honour, and efpecially of near accels to, and attendance upon 
11*3?. tiVsi .i Qil ee p s - For however among us the very name 

<W y -tci™, founds vile and contemptible, yet in thofe Coun- 

HeroJ. ii!). 2. tries’tis otherwife, among the Barbarians ( fays 

Herodoctt) that is, the Eaftcrn l’eoplc, wi 
von dffptitm id apmi barbim, iiitroy, potmtiam areperfonsof the greateft efteem and value. Our 
ijm. eunuchs name ( as we find it in the Confeflioa 


made by * Zjiga Zjbo Embaflador from the AZthio- 
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fian Emperor) was Indich ; JW'sw, a potent Courtier, an Officer 
of State of prime Note and Quality, being no lels than High-Trea- 
Purer to the Queen; nor do we find that Philip either at his Con- 
verfion or Baptilin found fault with him for his place or greatnels. 

Certainly Magiftracy is no ways inconfiftent with Chriftianity, the 
Church and the State may well agree, and Mofes and Aaron go hand 
in hand. Peter Baptized Cornelius', and S. Paul Sergius the Proconful 
of Cyprus into the Chriftian Faith, and yet neither of them found 
any more fault with them for their places of Authority and Power, 
than Philip did here with the Lord Treafurer of the /Ethiopian Queen! 

For his Religion, he was, if not a Profelyte of Juftice (as fome think ) 
Circumciled, and under an obligation to obferve the Rites and Pre¬ 
cepts of the Law of Mofes, at leafl: a Profelyte of the Gate, (in which 
refpea it is that one of the Ancients calls him a Jew) * enteredal- *p 0 ntDitch 
ready into the knowledg of the true God, and was now come to 11; 

Jertfalem ( probably at the folemnity of the Pafsover , or the Feaft of 
Pentecoft) to give publick and folemn evidences of his Devotions. 

Though an /Ethiopian , and many thoufand miles diftant from it, 
though a great Statefman, and necelfarily fwallowed up in a croud 
of bufinels, yet he came to Jertfalem for to worfhip. No way fo long, lb 
rugged and difficult, no charge or intereft fo dear and great, as to hinder 
a good Man from minding the concernments of Religion. No {lender 
and trifling pretences, no little and ordinary occafions fhould excufe 
our attendance upon places of public Worfhip; behold here a man that 
thought not much to take a journey of above four thoufand miles, that 
he might appear before God in the folemn place of Divine adoration, the 
flace which God hath chofen above all other parts of the World, to place 
his name there. 

X. HAVING performed his homage and worfhip at the Temple, 
he was now upon his return for his own Country ; nor had he left his 
Religion at Church behind him, or thought it enough that he had been 
there ; but improved himfelf while travelling by the way: even while 
he fate in his Chariot ( as f Chryfofom obferves ) he read the Scriptures: 
a good Man is not willing tolofe even common minutes, but to redeem 
what time is poffible for holy ufes ; whether fitting or walking, or jour- Tam’s amw 
nying, our thoughts fhould be at work, and our affe&ions travelling 
towards Heaven. While the Eunuch was thus irnployed , a MefTenger nhmiu 
is fent to him from God: the befl way to meet with Divine communi- CMlb f acrjs 
cations, is to be conversant in our duty. By a voice from Heaven or Hic?.Epif l A 
lome immediate infpiration, Philip is commanded to go near the Chariot , Pa «iin. T. j. 
and addrefs himfelf to him. He did fo, and found him reading a Se- p ‘ 7 ’ 

£tion or Paragraph of the Prophet Jfaiah, concerning the death and Of¬ 
ferings of the MeJ/ia, his meek and innocent carriage under the bloody 
and barbarous violences of his enemies, who dealt with him with all 
cruelty and injustice. This the Eunuch not well underftanding , nor 
knowing certainly whether the Prophet meant it of himfelf or another, 
defired S. Philip to explain it; who being courteoufly taken up into his 
Chariot, fhewed him that all this was meant of, and had been accom- 
plifhed in the Holy Jcfus, taking occafion thence to difeourfe to him of 
his Nativity, his A (lions and Miracles, his Sufferings and Refurre&ion 
from the dead, and his Afcenfion intp Heaven, declaring to him the 
whole fyfiem of the Chriftian Faith* His difeourfe wanted not its de.- 

fired 
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fired effect; the Eumch was fully fatisfied in the Meffiafljip and Divinfc 
Authority of our Saviour, ^d wanted nothing but the fblemnRiteof 
Initiation to make him a Cfiriftian Profelyte. Being come to a place 
where there was conveniency of Water, he defired that he might be 
Baptized, and having profelfed his Faith in the Son of God,and his hearty 
embracing the Chrillian Religion, they both went down into the Water y 
where Philip Baptized him, and waffled this ALthiopian white. 

A^nouxn xi. THE place where this Eunuch was Baptized, ( a) Beza by a very 
' 3 ' wide miftake makes to be the River Elen:bents, which ran near the Foot 
of Mount Lebanon in the moil: Northern ! • .1 ders of Palefine , quite at the 
(b) Dt'fmpt. other end of the Country : (b) Brocard places it near Nehel Efcol, or the" 
fim'.yjp!' Torrent of the Grape , the place whence the Spies fetched the Bunch of 
Grapes \ on the left fide of which Valley about half a League runs a 
Brook not far from Sicelech , in which this Eunuch was Baptized. But 
( O mb. fi ( c)Eufebiui andf d)S.Hierom(fo\\o\vcd herein by (e) Ado the Martyrologift ) 
more probably place it near Bethforon , ( where we are told (/) it is ftill to 
p. 66 . * * befeenatthisday)a Villagetwenty miles diftant from in the way 

to H-brl’/* between it and Hebron , near to which there was a ipring bubling up at 
vnc.Beir!' the foot of a Hill. S. Hierom adds, that it was again fwallowed up in 
CO Ad. Martyr, the fame ground that produced it, and that here it was that S. Philip Bap- 
(%'cotoue.' **zed the Ethiopian. Which was no fooner done, but Heaven fee an ex~ 
ftin. 1. 2. c. 9. traordinary feal to his Converfion and Admiffion into the Chriftian 
p- 247- Faith, efpecially if it be true what fome very ancient Mannfcripts add 
V. 39. r ivtvt** hm cm r Eu- to the paffage, that being Baptized,//^ Holy Ghofi 

y?%v, eiyyir& j Kveb Ginn- fell upon him , furniffling him with miraculous 

w>y. Cod. Alexand. in Bibl. Reg.Angl. gifts and powers, and that S. Philip was imme- 
ahique plures Codd. MSS. diately fnatched away from him. 

XII. THOUGH the Eunuch had loft his Tutor, yet he rejoiced that * 
he had found fo great a treafure, the knowledge of Chrift, and of the 
true way to Heaven, and he went on his journey with infinite Peace and 
Tranquillity of mind, fatisfied with the happinels that had befallen 
him. Being returned into his Country, he preached and propagated 
the Chriftian Faith, and fpread abroad the glad tidings of a Saviour: 
(e)com.inEfai. in which refpeCt (g ) Hierom ftiles him the Apofile of the Ethioptans y and 
53JI5./U55. (/,) the Ancients generally make that prediction of David fulfilled in him, 
'EccU.V.Hp. Ethiopiaflja/lJlretch out her hands unto God ; and hence the Ethiopians are 
4o.cyrit. wont to glory ( as appears by the (/) Confeffion made by the Abyffin Em- 
baftador) that by means of this Eunuch \.hey received Baptifm almoftthe 
* firft of any Chriftians in the World.Indeed they haveaconftant tradition 
t ^ iat f° r many Ages they had the knowledge of the true God of Jfrael, 
GoJipdt re- from the time of the Queen of Sheba ( and Seba being the name of this 
^iAbyffm.hx. Country, as we noted before, makes it probable fhe might govern 
<m *' 1 13 ’ here ) her name (they tell us ) was Maqueda , who having learnt from So¬ 
lomon the knowledge oftli eJewijJj Law, and received the Books of their 
Religion, taught them her SubjeCts, and lent her Son Meilech to Solomon 
to beinllruCted and educated by him \ the Story whereof may be read in 
that Confeffion more at large. I add no more concerning the Eunuch 
(O sypopf.fbi than what ( k ) Dorot he us and others relate, that he is reported to have fiif- 
{*opi™ap!nin. f crcc l Martyrdom, and to have been honourably buried, and that difea- 
inertfe.' ' fes were cured, and other miracles done at his Tomb even in his time. 
hc 1 itl°u-!' The(/) Traditions of the Country more particularly tell us, that the £0- 
r nuch being returned home, firft converted his Miftrefs Candace to the 

Chriftian 


The Life of St. P h i l i p the Deacon, &c. 


Chriftian Faith, and afterwards by her leave propagated it throughout 
'Ethiopia , till meeting with S. Matthew the Apoftle, by their joint-endea- 
vours they expelled Idolatry out of all thole parts. Which done lie 
crofted the Red Sea, aud preached the Chriftian Religion in Arabia 
Perfia, India , and many other of thofe Eaftern Nations, till at length in 
the Ifland Taprobana, fince called Ceilon, he fealed his DoCtrine with his 
Blood. 

XIII. GOD, who always affords what is fufficient, is not wont to 
multiply means farther than is neceftary. Philip having done the errand 
upon which he was fent, was immediately caught and carried away 
no doubt by the mimftry of an Angel, and landed at Azotus, anciently 
Afljdod, a Phi lift in City in the borders of the Tribe of Dan, famous of 
old for the Temple and refidence in it of the Idol Dagon, and the capti¬ 
vity of the Ark kept for fome time in this place, and now enlightned 
with S. Philip's preaching, who went up and down publifhing the Gofpel 
in all the parts hereabouts till he arrived at Cafarca. This City was 
heretofore called Tarris Strationis, and afterwards rebuilt and englarged 
by Herod the Great, and in honour of Atigufns Cafar, to whom lie was 
greatly obliged, by him called Cnfarea ; for whole fake alfo he erefted 
in it a ftately Palace of Marble , called Herod's Judgment-Hall, wherein 
his Nephew ambitious of greater honours and acclamations than became 
him, had that fatal execution ferved upon him. It was a place remark¬ 
able for many devout and pious Men ; here dwelt Cornelius , who to¬ 
gether with his Family, being baptized by Peter , was in that refpeCI: the 
firft-fruits of the Gentile World: hither came Agabus the Prophet, who 
foretold S. Paul his imprifonment and Martyrdom: hereS. Paul himfelf 
was kept prifoner, and made thofe brave and generous Apologies for 
* himfelf, firft before Felix, as afterwards before Left us and Agrippa. Here 
alfo our S. Philip had his Houfe and Family, to which probably he now 
retired, and where he fpent the remainder of his life: for here many 
Years after we find S. Paul and his company, coming from Ptolemais 
in their journey to Jernfalem , entering into the houfe of Philip the Evange - Aft. ai. 8, 9 
Fiji, which was one of the / even, and abiding with them ; and the fame man had 
four Daughters, Virgins , which did Prophefie. Thefe Virgin-Propheteffes 
were endowed with the gift of foretelling future events; for though 
Prophecy in thofe times implied alfo a faculty of explaining the more 
abftrufe and difficult parts of the Chriftian DoCtrine, and a peculiar abL 
lity to demonftrate Chrift’s Mef/iajhip from the predictions of Mofes and 
the Prophets, and to exprefs themfelves on a fudden upon any difficult 
and emergent occafion, yet can we not fuppofe thefe Virgins to have had 
this part of the prophetic faculty, or at lea ft that they did not publicly 
exercife it in the Congregation. This therefore unqueftionably refpeaed 
things to come, and was an in fiance of God’s accomplilbing an Ancient 
piomifc, that in the times oi t \\cMc/Jia, he would pour out of his Spirit Aft. 2.17 ,13 
upon all fcjh, on their Sons , and Daughters, fervants and handmaidens, and 
they fljould prophcfc. 'flic names of two of thefe Daughters the Greek 
Menton tells us were Her mi one and Eutychis, who came into Rafter S. 

Johns death, and the firft of them died, and was buried at Ephefus. 

XIV. I I O W long S. Philip lived after his return to Cafarea, and whe¬ 
ther he made any more excurfions for the propagation of the Faith, is \s >notii 
not certainly known. * Dorotheas , I know not upon what ground, will 

have 
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(O’olycrat. have him to have been Bifhop of Trazellis , a City in Jfia : (b) others cori- 
founding him with S. Philip the Apoftle, make him refident at Hierapo- 
ProcttlJb. f.' Us i n Phrygia : where he luffered Martyrdom, and was buried (lay they ) 
fcl Mart Rom together with his Daughters. Moft probable it is that he died a peace- 
id vi. able Death at Cafarea, where his Daughters were alio buried, as lome 

W Ancient (0 Martyrologies inform us; where his Houfe and the apart- 

ju»: ' * ments of his Virgin-Daughters were yet to be feen in (d) St. Hterom s 

time, vifited and admired by the Noble and Religious Roman Lady 
Eujiocb.T. i. Paula in her journey to the Holy Land. 
t - *72- 


The End of S. PHILIP^ Life. 




His Sir name Jofes. The title of Barnabas whence added to him. His 
Country and Parents. His Education and Converfion to ChrtfUnity. 
His generous Charity . S. Paul y saddrefs to.him after his Converfion. His 
P com* 















Commiffionto conf.rm the Church <?/Antioch. His takings. Paul into his 
afjijlance. Their being fent with contributions to the Church at Jerufalem. 
Their peculiar fegar at ion for the Mmiftry of the Gentiles, Jmpofuion of 
hands the uftid Rite of Ordination. Their travels through feveral Coun¬ 
tries. Theirftccefs in Cyprus. Barnabas at Lyftra taken for Jupiter 
and why. Their return to Antioch. Their Embaffy to Jerufalem abou) 
the controverfie concerning the legal Rites. Barnaba s fedttced by Peter* 
dtjjimillation at Antioch. The diffenfion between him and S. Paul. Bar- 
journey to Cyprus. His voyage to Rome, and preaching the 
C hr fti an Faith there. His Martyrdom by the Jews ///Cyprus. His 
Burial. His body^ when firfl difcovered. S. Matthew’* Hebrew Gof pel 
found with it. The great pnv Hedges hereupon conferred upon the See of 
Salamis. A defeription of his perfon and temper. The Epiftle ancien- 
ly publifhed under his name. The defign of it. The practical part 
of it excellently managed under the two ways of Light and Dark - 
nefs. 


T * H E proper, and f if I may foterm it ) original 

^£§31 Bfcgl name of this Apoftle ( for with that title & Luke, 
after him the Ancients conftantly honour 
KS«S him) was Jofes, by a fbftcr termination familiar 
ggpi* withthe Greeks f° r J°f e P h > and fo the King's, and 

Several other Manulcript Copies read it. It was 
*54 the name given him at his Circumcifion, in ho- 
. nour no doubt of J ofeph , one of the great Pa¬ 

triarchs of their Nation, to which after his embracing Chrilfianity 
the Apoftles added that of Barnabas; Jofes, who by the Apoftles was fir- 
named Barnabas , either implying him a Son of Proplfecy , eminent for 
K«m Jby.ct U-Oi &ro' f df6v7< ti\r,Ifivtu to his prophetic gifts and endowments, or denoting 
ovo(/u,df x) &hvi him ( what was a peculiar part of the Prophets 

Chryfolt. Homil. XI. in Att.App. p. Office) a Son of Confolation , for his admirable 
s • dexterity in ere&ing troubled minds, and leading 

Atimldm £hcm on h y thc moft miid and gentle methods of perfuafion: though! 
ld.jm.ap.c!- rat her conceive him lb Riled for his generous charity in refrefhing the 
zf'nr* bowels of the Saints; elpecially fince the name feems to have been im- 
Lcti.Tom 6 . p 0 fc c i U po n hi m upon that occafion. He was born in Cyprus , a noted 
I (land in the Mediterranean Sea, lying between Cilicia, Syria, and Egypt ; 
a large and fertile Country, the Theatre anciently of no lefs than nine 
ieveral Kingdoms, fo fruitful and richly furnifhed with all things that 
can minifter either to the neceffity, or pleafure of mans life, that it was 
of old called Macaria , or The Happy ; and the Hiftorian reports, that 

l.f1oy. lib. 3. Fortius Cato having conquered this Ifland, brought hence, greater trea- 
e. 9 . p. 6 7 . f ures j nto t ] ie Exchequer at Rome, than had been done in any other tri¬ 
umph. But in nothing was it more happy, or upon any account more 
memorable in the Records of the Church, than that it was the Birth¬ 
place of our Apoftle, whole Anceftors in the troublefome timesof^fo- 
tioclws Epiphancs, or in the Conqueft of Jud*a by Pompey and the Roman 
Army, had fled over hither ( as a place beft fecured from Violence and In- 
vafion ) and fetled here. 

II. H E was defeended of the Tribe of Levi , and the line of the Priefir- 
hood, which rendred his Converfion to Chrilfianity the more remarka¬ 
ble, all interefts concurring to leaven him with mighty prejudices againft 

the 
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the Chriftian faith. But the grace of God delights many times to exert 
it felf againft the ftrengeft oppofition, and loves to conquer, where 
there is leaft probability to overcome. His Parents were rich and pious, 
and finding him a beautiful and hopeful youth (lays my * Author deri- * Aitxand ^ 
ving his intelligence concerning him, as he tells us, from C/»* of Ale- SiSf' 
xandna , and other ancient Writers ) they lent, or brought him to Tern- vitas s ’- 
falem, to be trained up in the knowledge of the Law, and to that end S'K \ 
committed him to the tutorage of Gamaliel , the great Doaof of the /U70. vid.ib. 
Law, and moll famous Mailer at that time in Ifrael, at whole Foot he was 4> 
brought up together with S. Paul; which if fo, might lay an early foun¬ 
dation of that intimate familiarity that was afterwards between them; 

Here he improved in learning and piety, frequenting the Temple and 
devoutly exercifing himfelf in Faffing and Prayer. We are further told, ibid « 7< 
that being a frequent Spectator of our Saviours miracles, and among the 
reft, of his curing the Paralytic at the Pool of Bet hefda, he was foon con vin- 
cedof his Divinity, and perfuaded to deliver up himfelf to his difeipline 
and inftitutions ; and as the Nature of true goodnels is ever communica¬ 
tive, he prefently went and acquainted his Sifter Mary with the notice of 
the Mefjia, whohaftned to come to him, and importuned him to come 
home to her Houle, where our Lord afterwards ( as the Church continu¬ 
ed to do after his deceale J was wont to alienable with his Difciples and 
that her Son Mark was that young man, who bore the Pitcher of Water 

whom our Lord commanded the two Difciples to follow home, and there I4 ‘ 13 ' 

prepare for the celebration of the Palfover. 

III. BUT however that was, hedoubtlefs continued with our Lord 
to the laft, and after his Afcenfion Rood fair to be chofen one of the twelve 
if it be true ( what is generally taken for granted, though I think without 
any reafon, f Chryfoftom I am fure enters his difient) that he is the fame 1 , f . 
with Jofcph called Barfabas , who was put candidate with Matthias for ^ Loc,fupK Clt ‘ 
the Apoftolate in the room of Judas. However that he was one of the 
E^X. . * Clemens Alexandrinus exprefiy affirms, as others do after him * , 

And when the neceffities of the Church daily increafing, required more 4 Z&fiilP. 
than ordinary fupphes, he accordingto the free and noble Spirit of thofe Eeel * 
Times, having Lands of good value, fold them and Did the Money at the 
Apoftels feet. 11 it beenquired how a Levite came by Lands and Fof- Al '*-P*e- 53 - 
Lffions, when the Mofaic Law allowed them no particular portions but 
what were made by public provifion, it needs no other anfwer than to 
fuppole that this F.ftate was his Patrimonial Inheritance in Cyprus where 
the Jewifh Conftitutions did not take place: and Purely an Eftate it was of 
very confiderable value, and the parting with it a greater charity than or¬ 
dinary, otherwife the iacred Hiftorian would not have made fuch a parti¬ 
cular remark concerning it. * 1 

_ IV - Church being difperfed up and down after S. Stephen's 

Martyrdom, we have no certain account what became of him, in all pro 
babftity he ftaid witli the A poftles at Jerufalem, where we find him not 
Iqng afterS. Paul\ Converfion. For that fierce and adive Zealot being 
miraculoufly taken off 111 the height of his rage and fury, and putting 
on now the innocent and moffenfive temper of a Lamb, came after feme 
little time to Jerufalem, and addreffed himfelf to the Church. But they 
not latisfied in the reality of his change, and fearing it might be nothin* 
but a lubtle artifice to betray them , univerfally fhunned his company! 
and what wonder ft the harmlefs Sheep fled at the fight of the Wolf that 
E 2 had 
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had made fuch havock of the Flock: till Barnabas prefuming probably up¬ 
on his former acquaintance, entered into a more familiar converfe with 
him, introduced him to the Apoftles, and declared to them the manner of 
his Converflon, and what fignal evidences lie had given of it at Damaf 
cus in his bold and relolute Deputations with the Jews. 

V. T HE RE is that fcattereth, and yet increafeth : the difpcrfion of 
the Church by Saul' s Perfection proved the means of a more plentiful 
harveft, the Chriftian Religion being hereby on all hands conveyed 

Art. 11.20. both to Jews and Gentiles. Among the reft fome Cyprian and Cyrenean 
Converts went to Antioch, where they preached the Gofpel with mighty 
fuccefs ; great numbers both of Jews and Profelytes ( wherewith that Ci¬ 
ty did abound ) heartily embracing the Chriftian Faith. The news 
whereof coming to the Apoftles at Jerufalem, they fent down Barnabas 
to take an account of it, and to fettle this new Plantation. Being come 
he rejoiced to fee that CLiriftianity had made fo fair a progrefs in that 
great City, earneftly prcffing them cordially and conftantly to perfevere 
in that excellent Religion which they had entertained ^ himfelf like a 
pious and a good Man undergoing any labours and difficulties ; which 
God was pleated to crown with anfwerable fuccefs, the addition of mul¬ 
titudes of new Converts to the Faith. But the work was too great to be 
managed by a fingle hand: to furnifli himfelf therefore with fuitable affi- 
ffcince, he went to Tar Jus, to enquire for S. Paul lately come thither. Him 
he brings back with him to Antioch , where both of them continued in- 
duftrioufty miniftring to the encreafe and eftablifhment of the Church for 
a whole year together; and then and there it was that the Difciples of the 
Holy Jejus had the honourable name of Chrijlians fir ft: folemnly fixed up¬ 
on them. 

VI. IT hapned about this time, or not long after, that a fevere Famine 
( foretold by Agabus a Chrijtian Prophet that came down to Antioch ) pref¬ 
led upon the Provinces of the Roman Empire , and efpecially Judaa , 
whereby the Chriftians, whofe eftates were exhaufted by their conti¬ 
nual contributions for the maintenance of the Poor, were reduced to 
great extremities. The Church of Antioch compaffionating their mile* 
rable cafe, agreed upon a liberal and charitable fupply for their relief ? 
which they intrufted with Barnabas and Paul, whom they lent along 
with it to the Governours of the Churches, that they might difpole it 
as neceffity did require. This charitable Embaffie the Greek Rituals no 

Ritnrt.Grtm. doubt refpeft, when in the Office at the Promotion of the Magnus Oe- 
l eerm° mt 281" conowus '> or High Steward of the Church ( whofe place it was to manage 
conom. p. 2 l. anc j ^ifpofe t i le Churches Revenues ) they make particular mention of 
the Holy and moft famous Barnabas the Apoflle, and generous Martyr. Ha¬ 
ving difeharged their truft, they returned back from Jerufalem to Antioch, 
Art. 12.25. bringing along with them John fir named Mark , the Son of Mary , Sifter to 
Barnabas , whole lioufe was the fan&uary, where the Church found both 
fhelter for their perfons, and conveniency for the folemnities of their 
Worffiip. 

VII. THE Church of Antioch being now fufficiently provided of 
fpiritual Guides, our two Apoftles might be the better fpared for the cou- 
verfionofthe Gentile World. As they were therefore engaged in the 
duties of Falling and Prayer, and other public exerciles of their Reli¬ 
gion, the Spirit of God by fome prophetic Afflatus or revelation made 
to fome of the Prophets there prefent, commanded that Barnabas and 

Saul 
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Saul fhould be let apart to that peculiar Miniftry, to which God had 
defigned them. Accordingly having failed and prayed, hands were ib- 

lemnly laid upon them, to denote their particular defignation to that 
fervice. Impofition of hands had been a ceremony of ancient date 
Even among the Gentiles they were wont to defign perfons to public 
Functions and Offices by lifting up, or ftretching out the hand, whereby 
they gave their Votes and Suffrages for thofe imployments. But herein 
though they did x^e?ovm,ftrctch forth, they did not lay on their hands • 
winch was the proper Ceremony in ufe, and of far greater Handing in 
the jewijfj Church. When Mofes made choice of the Jeventy Elders to be 
his Co-adjutors in the Government, it was( fay the Jews ) by laying his 
hands upon them: and when he conftituted Jojhua to be his Succeflor 
he laid his hands on him , and gave him the charge before all the Congrera- 
This cuftpm the y conftantly kept in appointing both Civil and 
Eccicfiaftical Officers, and that not only while their Temple and Polity 
flood, but long after the fall of their Church and State. For fo * Ben- *tr 
j.imin the Jew tells us, that in his time all the lfraelites of the Eafi when 
they wanted a Rabbin or Teacher in their Synagogues, were wont to 
bm- him to the nYii too as they call him the or, 

Head of the Captivity, refidmgat Babylon, ( at that time R. Daniel the Son 
br Hajdai ) that he might receive muni ro'cen power by impofition 
of hands to become Preacher to them. From the Jews it was together 
with fome other Rites transferred into the Chriftian Church, in ordain¬ 
ing Guides and Minifters of Religion, and has been fo ufed through all 
Ages and Periods to this day. Though the^^* and the 
are not of equal extent in the writings and praftice of the Church; 
the one implying the bare Rite of laying on of hands, while the other 
denotes Ordination it felf, and the intire folemnity of the adion. Whence 
the \ ApoftolicalConftitntor (peaking of th t Presbyters intereft in this af- t^ 8 r 2 rf 
Bur, lays he lays on his hands, but he does not or* 494* ’ 

dam\ meaning it of the Cuftom then, and ever fince, of Presbyters lay¬ 
ing on their hands together with the Bifhop in that folemn adion. 

VIII. BARNABAS and Paul having thus received a divine Com- 
nnffion for the Apoftleffiip of the Gentiles, and taking Mark alone* with 
them as their Mimfter and attendant, immediately entered upon the 
Province. And lirft they betook themfelves to Seleucia, a neighbour 
City feated upon the influx of the River Orontes into the Mediterranean 
Sea: hence they let fail for Cyprus, Barnabas' s Native Country, and arri¬ 
ved at Sal amis, a City heretofore of great account, the ruins whereof 
are two miles diftant from the prefent Famagufa, where they undaunted¬ 
ly pleached in the Jewifb Synagogues. From Salamis they travelled 
up the Ifland to Paphos , a City remarkable of old for the Worffiip of 
Venus, Divapotens Cypri, the tutelar Goddefs of the Ifland, who was liere 
worfhipped with the moft wanton and immodell Rites, and had a famous 
Temple dedicated to her for that purpofe, concerning which the Inhabi¬ 
tants have a * Tradition that at S. Barnabas his Prayers it fell flat to the *cotvic tiin 
ground ; and the ruins of an ancient Church are ftillfliewed to Travellers i-i-cAp. too. 
and under it an Arch, where Paul and Barnabas were fhut up in Prifbn. At 
this place was the Court or Refidence ofthe Prat or, or Prefident of the 
Ifland ( not properly /Ar 3 imt 7 ©., the Proconful, for Cyprus was not a 
Proconfular but a Priori an Province ) who being altogether guided by 
the counfels and forcerics of Bar-Jefut, an eminent Magician, flood off 

from 
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from the Propofols of Chriftianity, till the Magician being (truck by 
S. Paul with immediate blindnels for his malicious oppofition of the 
Gofpel, this quickly determined the Governours belief, and brought him 
over a Convert to that Religion, which as it made the beft offers, lobe 
could not but fee had the ftrongeft evidences to attend it. 

Aft. 13.13. IX. LEA VING Cyprus, they failed over to Perga in Pamphylia , famous 
for a Temple of Diana ; here Mark, weary it feems of this itinerant courfe 
of life, and the unavoidable dangers that attended it, took his leave 
and returned to Jerufalem, which laid the foundation of an unhappy 
difference, that broke out between thefe two Apoftles afterwards. 
The next place they came to was Antioch in Pifdia, wherein the JewiJh 
Synagogue S. Paul by an elegant Oration converted great numbers 
both of Jews and Profelytes, but a perfection being raifed by others, 
they were forced to defert the place. Thence they palled to Iconium, 
a noted City of Lycaonia , where in the Synagogues they preached a 
long time with good fuccefs, till a confpiracy being made againft them, 
they withdrew to Lyjlra, the inhabitants whereof upon a miraculous 
cure done by S. Paul, treated them as gods come down from Heaven in 
human lhape, S. Paul as being principal Speaker, they termed Mcr* 
cury, the interpreter of the gods; Barnabas they looked upon as Jnpiter y 
(,) m.u. theu ' fovereigii deity, either becaufe of his Age, (as ( a ) Cbryjoflom 
xxx. in Ait. thinks ) becaufe lie was a-TTO'f o-v^ews cigioizrpeTnis, for the gravity and come- 
App. f. 351. linefs of ]f ls perlon, being fas antiquity reprqfents him ) a very goodly 
Man, and of a venerable afpeft, wherein he had infinitely the advantage 
of S. Paul , who was of a very mean and contemptible prefence. But 
the malice of the Jews purfued them hither, and prevailed with the 
People to ftone S. Paul, who prefently recovering, he and Barnabas 
went to Derbe, where when they had converted many to the Faith, 
they returned back to Lyjlra , Jconium, and Antioch , and lb through Pi¬ 
jidia, to Pamphylia , thence from Perga to Attalia , confirming as they 
came back the Churches which they had planted at their firft going 
out. At An alia they took Ship, and foiled to Antioch in Syria, the place 
whence they had firft fet out, where they gave the Church an account 
of the whole luccels of their travels, and what way was made for the 
propagation of Chriftianity in the Gentile World. 

X. T HE reftlefs enemy of all goodnefs was vexed to fee fo fair and 
fmootli a progrefe of the Gofpel, and therefore refolved to attempt it by 
the old fubtle arts of inteftine divifions and animofities: what the en¬ 
vious Man could not ftifle by open violence, he fought to choke by 
Aft. 15.1. lowing tares. Some zealous Converts coming down from Jerufalem to 
Antioch , ftarted this notion, which they afterted with all poflible zeal 
and ftiffnefs, that unlels together with the Chriftian Religion they 
joined the obfervance of the Mofaic Rites, there could be no hopes of 
lalvation for them. Paul and Barnabas oppofed themfelves againft this 
heterodox opinion with all vigour and Imartnefs, but not able to beat 
it down, were difpatched by the Church to advife with the Apoftles and 
Brethren at Jerufalem about this Matter. Whither they were no fooner 
come, but they were kindly and courteoufly entertained, and the right 
hand of felbvfljip given them by the three great Apoftles, Peter, James, 
and John, and an agreement made between them, that where-ever they 
came, they Ihould betake themfelves to the Jews, while Paul and Bar- 
nabas applied themfelves unto the Gentiles. And here probably it was 

that 
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that Mark reconciled himfelf to his Uncle Barnabas, which * one tells us ^ W m. 
he did with tears and great importunity, earneftly begging him to for 
give his weaknefs and cowardice, and promifmg for the future a firmer 
conftancy and more undaunted refolution. But they were efpeciallv care- 
ful to mind the great affair they were font about, and accordingly opened 
the cafe in a public Council convened for that purpofe. And Peter ha 
vmgfirft given his fentence, that the Gentile Converts were under no 
inch obligation, P aid and Barnabas acquainted the Synod what great 
dungs God by their Miniftry had wrought for the converfion of the 
Gentiles , a pkun evidence that they were accepted by God without the 
Mojaic Rites and Ceremonies. The matter being decided by the Coun¬ 
cil, the determination was drawn up into the form of a Synodical Epi 
ftle, which was delivered to Barnabas and Paul, to whom the Council 
gavedns elogtum and charafter, that they were Men that had hazarded 
their lives for the name of the LordJefusChriJl, with whom they jovned 
tw~ or their own, that they might carry it to the Churches. Being come 
to Antioch they delivered the Decrees of the Council, wherewith the 
afleep was;abundantl y Satisfied, and thecontroverfie for theprefent laid 

XI IT was not long after this, thatS .Peter came down to Antioch, Cal. 2 .n. 
who loth to exafperate the zealous Jews, withdrew all converfe with 
the Converts, contrary to his former praftice, and his late vote 

and fuffrage in the Synod at Jerufalem. The minds of the Gentiles were 
greatly difturbed at this, and the Convert Jews tempted by his example 
abftain from all communion with the Gentiles ; nay, fo ftrong was the 
temptation, thatS. Barnabas himfelf was carried down the ftream and 
began now to fcruple, whether it was lawful to hold communion'with 
the Gentiles, with whom before he had fo familiarly converfed, and been 
lo eminently inftrumental in their converfion to Chriftianity So ore 
valent an influence has the example of a great or a good Man to deter¬ 
mine others to what is good or bad. How careful Ihould we be what 
courfe we take, left wefeduceand compel others to walk in our crooked 
paths , and load our felves with the guilt of thofe that follow after 
U -r , Iy after propounded to Barnabas that they might again 

vTitthe Churches wherein they had lately planted the Chriftian Faith: 

he liked the motion, but defired his Coufin Mark might again go alonp- 
with them, which S. Paul would by no means content to, having found 
by his cowardly defining them at Pamphylia, how unfit he was for fuch 
a troublefome and dangerous fervice. This begat a fharp conteft, and 
ripened into almoft an irreconcileable difference between thefe two holv 
Men. Which as at once it fliews, that the beft are Men of like paKons and 
infirmities with others, lubjea to be tranfported with partiality, and 
earned off with the heats of an irregular paffion, fo it lets us fee hrn 
great a matter a Uttlefre kindles, and how iiiconfiderablean occafion may 
mm'fter to ftrifc and divifion, and hazard the breach of the firmed cha^ 
rity and fuendlhip. The iffue was that the to £euy@, to U&v ( as t Theo- 
doret ftlles thefe two Apoftles J this facred pair, that had hitherto equally tiZTn 
and unammoufly drawn the Yoke of the Gofpel, now drew teveral ways^ «. 
and mTome difcontent parted from each other ; S. Paul taking Silas went 

r t l f C / r S f Cilicia, while Barnabas accompanied with his 

Coufin Mark fet foil tor Cyprus, his own Country. 

XII. THUS far the facred Hiftorian has for the main gone before 

us. 


us, who here breaks off his accounts concerning him. What became of 
COD mthSy. him afterwards we are left under great uncertainty, {a) Dorothea and 
S'.f the (b') Author of the Recognitions, and fome other Writings attributed 
col. 2 . * to S. Clemens , make him to have been at jRowtf , and one ol the firft that 

preached the Chriftian Faith in that City ; for which (c) Baronins falls 
foul upon them, not being willing that any fhould be n ought to have 
been there before S. Peter, though after him ( and’tis b ood manners 
Zy°£X to let him go firft) he is not unwilling to grant liis b« ere. Lea- 
spiUt.G/ft. v j n g therefore the difference in point of time, let us a hat we find 
B.retrs 7 a there concern i n g him. At his firft arrival there about Autumn lie is laid . 
(0 Boron, ad thus publicly to have addreffed himlelf to the People, Vi PeafAcciot 
fl'm.'ai 2 ' oi^cv.'Ty. “ O ye Romans give ear. The Son of God has appeared in 
A zm.Roin. “ the Country of j fttdaa, promifing eternal life to all that are willing 
?■ 35?- « t0 em brace it, and to lead their lives according to the will of the Fa- 

“ ther that lent him. Wherefore change your courle of life, and turn 
“from aworfetoabetter ftate, from things temporal to thofe that are 
“ eternal. Acknowledge that there is one only God, who is in Hea- 
“ ven, and whole World you unjuftly poffefs before his righteous face. 
“But if you reform, and live according to his Laws, you fliall be tran- 
“ Hated into another World, where you fliall become immortal, and 
“ enjoy the ineffable glories and happinefs of that ftate. Whereas if 
“you perfift in your infidelity, your Souls after the diffolution ©f thefe 
“ Bodies, fliall be caft into a place of flames, where they fliall be eter- 
“ nally tormented under the anguifh of an unprofitable and too late 
“ Repentance. For the prelent life is to every one the only fpace 
“ and fcalbn of repentance. This was fpoken with great plainnefs and 
fimplicity, and without any artificial Schemes of Speech, and according¬ 
ly took with the attentive populacy : while the Philofophers and 
more inquifitive heads entertained the difcourfe with (corn and laughter, 
(a) elm. ib. ( this indeed the (d) Author of the rd Kaam^toc, and the (e) Epitome ripcL- 
c.8,?,io. fomewhat differently from the Recognitions, refers to his being at 

Alexandria ) letting upon him with captious queftions and fyllogifms, 
and lophiflical Arts of Reafoning. But he taking no notice ol their im¬ 
pertinent queftions, went on in his plain dilcourle, concluding that he 
had nakedly laid thefe things before them, and that it lay at their floor 
whether they would rejeft or entertain them ; that for his part he could 
not without prejudice to himlelf not declare them, nor they without infi¬ 
nite danger disbelieve them. 

XIII .DEPARTING from Rome , he is by different W riters made 
to fteer different courles. Thef /) Gwfo tells us he went for Alexan- 
fit ilifLAUx. dria, and thence for Judea : The (g) W riters of the Roman Church (with 
a d. Mwjcb. whom agrees (h) Dorotheas in this matter ) that he preached the Gofpel 
hr. at. a. ij, in ? an d founded a Church at Milain, whereof he became the 

(.0 Baron, ad foil Bilhop, propagating Chriftianity in all thofe parts. But however 
faJurVA that was, probable it is that in the laft Periods of his life he returned 
s.J.ic.t/.^c. unto Cyprus, where my (f) Author tells us, he converted many, till fome 
mLo-f. u J e,vs from Syria coming to Salamis, where he then was, enraged with 
mi. pf. p. fury let upon him as he was difputing in the Synagogue, in a corner 
c^AUxakib. whereof they Unit him up till night, when they brought him forth, and 
n. x\ni. & after infinite tortures, ftoned him to death. He adds ( and the Faith of 
Pf it mull reft upon the credit of the Relater, who, ( k) Baronins tells us, 

YlVau. lived at the lame time when his Corps was firft found out) that tfiey 
'‘ v threw 
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threw his body into the fire with an intent to confume it, but that 
the flames had not the leaft power upon it, and that Mark his Kinfl 
man privately buried it in a Cave not far diftant from the City, his 
Friends relenting the lols with folemn lamentation. I omit the miracles 
reported to have been done at his Tomb: the remains of his Body were 
dilcovered in the reign of (<i) Zeno the Emperor ( (h) Nicephor ns by ami- 0 *yfl>nd.LtR m 
ftake makes it the XII. year of An aft aft ns ) Ann. CCCCLXXXV. dug 
up under a Bean or Carob Tree,and upon his Breaft was found S- Matthew's aton.ioc!c}t. n. 
Gofpel written with Barnabas his own hand, which Athemins the Bifhop x VJ. f - > 
took along with him to Constantinople, where it was received by the eu/lH. c. 
Emperor with a mighty reverence, and laid up with great care and 
diligence. The Emperor as a teftimony of his joy, honouring the Epi- Tom% 2 * 
Icopal See of Salamis with this Prerogative, that it fhould be fedcs dun- 
w<pccA<&) independent upon any Foreign Jurifdi&ion, a Privilege rati¬ 
fied by J/fftinian the Emperor, whole Wife Theodora was a Cypriot: 

The Emperor alio greatly enriched the Bilhop at his return, command¬ 
ing him to build a Church to St. Barnabas over the place of his Inter¬ 
ment, which was accordingly ere&ed with more than ordinary ftateli- 
nels and magnificence. ’Tis added in the (e) Story, that thefe remains (OsJ/x.utpp. 
were dilcovered by the notice of S. Barnabas himlelf, who three leveral xjo£ IX> 
times appeared to Athemins; which I behold as ameer addition to the 
Story, defigned only to fervour prelent turn. For Peter firnamed the 
Fuller , then Patriarch of Antioch , challenged at this time a jurildi&ion 
over the Cyprian Churches as fubjeft to his See; this Athemins would 
not agree to, but ftifly afferted his own Rites, and how eafie was it to 
take this occafion of finding S. Barnabas his Body, to add that of the 
appearances to him, to gain credit to the Caule, and advance it with the 
Emperor ? And accordingly it had its defigned efted ; and whoever reads 
the whole Story, and the circumftances of the apparitions, as related by 
my Author, will lee that they feem plainly calculated for fuch a pur- 
pole. 

XIV. FOR his outward form and lhape, he is thus reprclented by 
the ( d ) Ancients, he was a man of a comely countenance, a grave and ve- (d)id.ibidA, 
nerable afpedf, his eye-brows fliort, his eye chearful and plealant, darting xvni. 
fomethine ofMajefty, but nothing of fowernels and aufterity, his fpeech 
fweet and obliging; his garb was mean, and fuch as became a man of a mor¬ 
tified life, his gate com poled and unaffe&ed, grave and decent. This ele¬ 
gant ftru&ure was but the lodging of a more noble Tenant, a Soul richly 
furnilhed with divine graces andvertues, a profound humility, diffufive 
charity, firm Faith, an immoveable conftancy, and an unconquerable pa' 
tience, a mighty zeal, and an unwearied diligence in the propagating of 
Chriftianity, and for the good of Souls. So entirely did he devote him¬ 
lelf to an ambulatory courle of life, fo continually was he imployed in 
running up and down from place to place, that he could find little or no 
time to leave any Writings behind him for the benefit of the Church ; 
at leaft none that have certainly arrived to us. Indeed anciently there 
were fome, and (<?) Tertnllian particularly, who liippoled him tro be the ^ 
Author of the Epiftle to the Hebrews , an opinion generally rejected and 
thrown out of doors: there is alio an Epiftle ftill extant under his name vii.rdiTtrA 
of great Antiquity , frequently cited by Clemens Alexandrians , and his ffcJxfciif 
Scholar Origenf to pals by others) the latter of whom (tiles it the (f) Ub.i.n.49. 
Catholic Eptjlle of Barnabas, but placed by (g) Ettfebius among the vd vaird, 
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the W ritings that were not genuine. The frame and contexture of it is 
intricate and oblcure, made up of uncouth Allegories, forced and im¬ 
probable interpretations of Scripture, though the main defign of it is to 
fhew, that the Chriftian Religion has luperleded the Rites and Ufagcs 
of the Mofaic Law. The latter part of it contains an ufeful and excel¬ 
lent exhortation managed under the notion of two ways, the one of light, 
the other of darknefs , the one under the conduct of the An?els of God 
( (p&)-rcc5^) ayyeAoi, thofe illuminating Mini iters, as he calls them ,) the 
other under the guidance of the Angels of Satan, the Prince of the ini¬ 
quity of the Age. Under the way of light he prelfes to molt of the 
particular duties and inflancesof the Chriftian and the Spiritual Life, 
which are there with admirable accuracy and fuccinttnels reckoned up : 
under that of darknefs he reprefents thole particular fins and vices, which 
we are. to decline and fhun ; and I am confident the pious Reader will not 
think it time loll, nor repent his pains to perfue lo ancient and ufeful a 
difcourle. Thus then he expreifes himlelf. 

B.irn.ti). EM(i, XV. THE way of Life is this. Whoever travels towards the appointed 

vofff' Cdlt ’ P lacc ’ wil1 haften by his works to attain to it. And the knowledge that 
is given us how to walk in this way is this : Thou fljalt love thy Creator .* 
7 hon Jbalt glorifie him who redeemed thee from death. Thou fljalt be fimple 
in heart, and being rich in Spirit fljalt not joyn thy /elf to him t hat walks in 
the way of death. Thou fljalt hate to do that which is difpleaftng unto God. Thou 
fljalt hate all manner of hypocrifle. Thou fljalt not for fake the Command¬ 
ments of the Lord. Exalt not thy felf, but be of an humble mind. ’Thou fljalt not 
a flume glory to thy felf. Neither fljalt thou take evil connfel againjl thy neighbour. 
T hou fljalt not add boldnefs to thy Soul. Thou fljalt not commit Fornication,nor 
be guilty of Adultery or Buggery. Thou fljalt not neglect Gods command in cor¬ 
recting other mens impurity, nor fljalt thou have refpeCt of perfons, when thou 
reprovejt any man for his faults. 7 'hon fljalt be meek and fllcnt, and (land in awe 
of the words which i hou he are(l. Thou (bait not remember evil a^ainjlt by Bro¬ 
ther. Then (halt not be of a double and inftable mind, doubting whether thus or 

’AytwHi t- thus! hon fljalt not take the name of the Lord in vain.Thou fljalt love thy nehh- 
hour above thy life. Thou fljalt not deftroy a Child by abortion , nor make it away 
r when it is born. Thou fljalt not with-hold thy hand from thy If on or from thy 
76 Daughter , but from t by youth (halt teach them the fear of the Lord. Be not deji- 

rousof thy Neighbours goods, nor covet much. Neither jbalt thou heartily jjyn 
with the proud, but jbalt be nnmbred with the juft and the humble. Enter¬ 
tain trials and temptations when they happen to thee, as inftruments of <?ood. 
Thou jbalt not be double-minded, nor of a deceitful tongue, for a double tonrue 
is thefn are of death. Thoujbalt befabject to the Lord'', and to Maflcrs as Gods 
reprefentatives, in reverence and fear. Thou fljalt not command thy Maid or 
Man-fcrvant with bitternefs and fevenly, thofe efpenally that hope in God, 
left thou thy felf prove one thatfeareft not him, who is over both : For he 
came not to call Men according to outward appearance, but thofe whom his 
Spirit did prepare. Thou fljalt communicate to thy Neighbour in all things, 
and fljalt not call what thou haft thine own: for if you mutually partake in 
incorruptible things, how much more in things that are corruptible. Be not 
rajb with thy tongue, for the mouth is the fnare of death. Keep thy Soul ns 
chaftas thou canft, (Iretch not forth thy hands to take , and fljut them when 
t hou jijouldft give. Love all thofe that fpeak to thee the word of the Lord 
as the Apple of thine Eye. Remember the day of Judgment nhht and day. 
■Seek out daily the faces of holy Men, and fearthing ly the Word, go forth to 

exhort 
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exhort, and by it ft tidy tofave a Soul. And with thy hands fljalt thou labour 
for the redemption of thy fins. Delay not to give, nor bcgrutch when thou 
art charitable. Give to everyone that asks thee ; and thou jbalt know who 
is the good recompenfer of the reward. Thou (ball keep the things which thou 
haft received, neither adding to them, nor taking from them. Thou jbalt 
ever hate a wicked Perf on. ’fudge righteoiifly. Make no Schifm. Make 
peace between thof ? that are at difference, reconciling them to each other. Con- 
fefs thy fins, and come not to prayer with an evil Confcience. This is the wav 
of Light. 1 

XVI. BUT now the way of darknefs is crooked and full of curies. For 
it is the way of eternal death attended with punifhment; wherein are 
things deftructive to their Souls, idolatry, audacioufnefs, height h of domi¬ 
nation, hypocrifle, double-heartednefs, adultery, murder, rapine, pride, tranf- 
grefjton, deceit, malice, arrogance, witchcraft, magic, covetoufnefs, want of 
the fear of God, perfecutors of good Men, haters of the truth. Men who love 
but do not know the wages of righteoufnefs, perfons that adhere not to what 

is good, nor who by righteous judgment regard the cafe of the Widow and the 
Orphan, watchful not for the fear of God but for what is evil, great ftran- 
gerstomeeknefs and patience, lovers of vanity, greedy of revenge, whocom- 
pajfionate not the poor, nor endeavour to relieve the opprejfed, prone to de¬ 
traction, not knowing their Maker, murderers of Children, defacers of GoeCs 
workmanfljip, fuch as turn away themfelves from the needy, add affliction to 
the afflicted, plead for the rich, and nnjuftlyjudge the por, finners altogether. 

And having thus delcribed thefe two different ways, he concludes his 
difcourle with a hearty and pafTionate exhortation, that fince the time 
of rewards and punifhments was drawing on, they would mind thcle 
things, as thofe that were taught of God, fearching after what God re¬ 
quired of them, and fetting themfelves to the pra&ice of it, that they 
might be laved at the day of Judgment. I have no more to remark 
concerning this excellent perfon, than to add the charafter given of him 
h X a Pf n could not err, he was a good Man, full of Faith, and of the Aft.n.a* 
Ho'y Ghoft. 


The End of S. Barnabas’/ Life. 
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This no contradicting S. Paul’/ doCtnne concerning Circumcifion. His 
Travels with S . Paul for the propagation of the Faith. His return from 
Theflalonica, and S. Paul’/ two Epiftles to that Church. S. Timothy 
tonfecrated Bifiop of Ephefus. The confent of Antiquity herein. Or¬ 
dination- in thofe times ufuaUy done by Prophetic Defignation, and the re a- 
fon of it. Timothy V age enquired into. The importance of vl©* and 
vi 6 ~m( let no Man defpife thy youth. ) the words fhewed to be ufed by the 
be(l Writers for a considerable age. S. Paufj fir ft and fecond Epifile to him> 
and the importance of them. The manners of the Ephefians noted. Their 
Fejlival called y^.m.'ydjyiov. S. Timothy’s martyrdom. The time of his 
death, place of his burial, and tranflationofhisbody. His weak and in- 
frm confiitntion. His great abflinence, and admirable zeal. S. Paul’j ftngu- 
lar affeClion for him. Different from Timotheus in S. Denys the Areo- 
pagite. Another Timothy, S. Paul’s Difciple, martyred under Antonius. 

k fH. ^ I MOT HT was, as we may probably conceive, 

a fycaonian, born at Lyflra, a noted City of that 
\ q Province. He was a perfon in whom the Jew y 

yfMf O. 6 the Gentile, and the Chriflian met altogether* 
QXV 'fiZ® His Father, was by Birth a Greek, by Religion a 
Gentile y or if a Profelyte, at molt but Dunn *u 
Hi a Profelyte of the Gate, who did not oblige them¬ 
felves to Circumcifion, and the Rites of Mofes, but 
only to the obfervance of the feven Precepts of the Sons of Noah : his 
Mother Eunice, Daughter to the devout and pious Lots, was a Jewel's, 
who yet fcrupled not to marry with this Greek. An Argument that 
the partition-wall now tottered, and was ready to fall, when Jew 
and Gentile began thus to match together. His Mother and Grand¬ 
mother were Women very eminently vertuous and holy, and feemto 
have been amongft the firft that were converted to the Chridian Faith. 
Nor was it the lead inftance of their piety, the care they took of his 
Education, inftrufting him in the knowledge of divine things, and 
feafoning his tender years with vertuous and fober principles f fo that 
from a Child he was acquainted with the Holy Scriptures, whereby he was 
admirably prepared for the reception of Chriftianity, and furnifhed for 
the conduct of a drift: pious life. And indeed Religion never thrives more 
kindly, than when’tis planted betimes, and the foundations of it laid in 
an early piety. For the mind being then loft and tender, iseafily capable 
of the bell impredions, which by degrees infinuate themfelves into it, and 
infenfibly reconcile it to the difficulties of an holy life, fo that what mud 
necelfarily be harfh and fevere to a Man that endeavours to relcue himfelf 
from an habitual courfe of fin, die other is unacquainted with, and goes on 
fmoothly in away that’s become pleafant and delightful. None dart 
with greater advantages, nor ufually perfevere with a more vigorous 
condancy, than they who remember their Creator in the days of their 
youth, and facrifice the fird-fruits of their time to God and to Religion, 
before corrupt affeftions have clapt a bias upon their inclinations, and a 
train of vices depraved, and in a great meafure laid afleep the natural no¬ 
tions of good and evil. 

II. P R E P A R E D by fo excellent a culture in the Jewifh Religion, 
God was pleafed to tranfplant him into a better foil. S. Paul in purfuance 
of his Commiffionto Preach the Gofpel to the Gentiles had come as far as 

Antioch 
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Antioch in Pifdia, thence to Iconittm, and fo to Lyflra, where the mira¬ 
culous cure of an impotent Cripple made way. for the entertainment of 
the Chridian Doftnne. Among others there converted, we are ( a ) told 
were S. Timothy s Parents, who courteoufly treated and entertained the 
Apodle at their houfe, wholly refigning up their Son to his care and 
condiuft. About two years after in his review ofthefelate Plantations 
he came again to Lyflra, where he made choice of Timothy, recommend¬ 
ed to him by the umverlal tedimony of the Chridians thereabouts as 
an Evangehd, to be his affidant and the companion of his travels that 
he might have fome body always with him, with whom he could entruft 
matters of importance, and whom he might difpatch upon any extraor¬ 
dinary affair and exigence of the Church. Indeed Timothy was not 
circumcifcd, for this being a branch of the Paternal Authority, did not 
lie in Ins Mothers power: this was notorioufiy known to all the Jews, and 
this S. Paul knew would be a mighty prejudice to his Minidry where ever 
he came. For the Jews being infinitely zealous for Circumcifion, would 
not with any tolerable patience endure any man to preach to them or 
fo much as to converfe with them, who was himfelf uncircumcifed That 
this obdacle therefore might be removed, lie cauted him to be circum- 
cifed, becoming in lawful matters all things to all Men, that he mbh* vain 
the more. Admirable (fays (b) Chryfoflom ) the wifdom and prudence of 
S. Paul, who had this delign in it, b* lie 

circumciled him, that he might take away circumcifion, that is, be the 
more acceptable to the Jews » and by that means the more capable to 
undeceive them in their opinion of the neceffity of tliote le *al Rites 
At other times we find him fmartly contending againd Circumcifion as 
a juftification of the Mofaic Inditutions, and a virtual undermining the 
great ends of Clindiamty. Nor did he in this indance contradift his 
own Doctrine, or unwarrantably fymbolize with the Jews', it being 
only ( as (c) Clemens of Alexandria obterves concerning this pafla^e ) a 
prudent condefcention to the prefent humour of t\\oJews, whom he was 
unwilling to difoblige, and make them wholly fiyod; by a too fudden 
and violent rending them from the circumcifion in the flefii, to brines 
them over to the circumcifion of the heart. So that he who thus ac¬ 
commodates himfelf for the falvation of another, can no ways be char 
ged with diffimulation and hypocrifie; feeing he does that purely for 
the advantage of others, which he would not do for any other reafon 
or upon account of the things themfelves: this being®iAarUbr« J 
(p'fojStH TrcuM'TV, the part of a wife and kind Indrufter,who is a true lover 
of God, and the fouls of Men. 

. S.PAV L thus fitted with a meet companion, forwards they tet 
m their Evangelical Progrefs, and having palfed through Phryvia and 
Galatia came down to Troas, thence they fet Sail for Samothracia, and 
io to Neapohs, whence they paded to Philippi, the Metropolis of that part 
of Macedonia', where being evil intreated by the Magifirates and Peo¬ 
ple, they departed to Tbcffalonica, whence the fury and malice of the 
Jews made them fly to Bcr<ea. Here they met with people of a more 
generous and manly temper ready to embrace the Chridian Doftrine but 
yet not till they had firft compared it with the prediftions which the 
Prophets had made concerning the Meffiah. But even here they could 
not efcape the implacable fpirit of th ejews, fo that the Chridians were 
forced privately to conduft S. Paul to Athens, while Silas and Timothy, 

not 
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not fo much the immediate objects of their fpightand cruelty, ftaid be¬ 
hind, to inftruft and confirm the Converts of that place. Whether they 
came to him during his If ay at Athens , is uncertain: S. Luke takes no 
farther notice of them, till their coming to him at Corinth, his next re¬ 
move. Whereat their firft arrival (if it was not at Athens ) S. Paul di- 
i Thct 3.1, fpatched away Timothy to Theffalonica , to enquire into the ftate of Chri- 
2 > 3 * ftianity in that City, and to confirm them in the belief and profeffion of 

_2.v.i 7 , the Gofpel, for he foems to have had a more peculiar kindnefs for that 

l8 >Church, having fince his laft being there, more than once refolved him- 
lelf to go bade to them, but that the great Enemy of Souls had ftill thrown 
fome rub in the way to hinder him. 

1 Thcf. 3. 6 t IV. FROM Theffalonica Timothy returned with the welcom news of 

& fcqi ’ their firmnefs and conilancy, notwithftanding the Perfecutions they en¬ 
dured,their mutual charity to each,other and particular affeflion to S.Paul; 
news, wherewith the good Man was infinitely pleated : as certainly no¬ 
thing can minifter greater joy and fatisfattion to a faithful Guide of 
Souls, than to behold the welfare and profperityof his People. Nor 
did his care of them end here, but he prelently writes his firft Epiftle 
to them, to animate them under their liilferings, and not to defort the 
Chriftian Religion, becaufe the Crofs did attend it, but rather to adorn 
their Chriftian Profelhon by a Life anfwerable to the holy deligns and 
precepts of it. In the front of this Epiftle he inferted not only his own 
name, but alfo thofe of Silas and Timothy, partly to relied: the greater 
honour upon his fellow-workers, partly that their united authority and 
confent might have the ftronger influence and force upon them. The like 
he did in a iecond Epiftle, which not long after he Pent to them, to lupply 
the want of his perfonal prefence, whereof in his former he had given them 
fome hopes,and which he himfelf teemed lo paflionately to defire. Eighteen 
months at leaft they had continued at Corinth , when S. Paul refolved upon 
a journey to j jerufalem, where he ftaid not long, but went for Antioch , and 
having travelled over the Countries of Galatia and Phrygia to eftablifh 
Chriftianity lately planted in thole parts, came to Ephefus, where though 
he met with great oppofition, yet he preached with greater luccels, and 
was fo wholly Iwallowcdup with the concerns of that City, that though 
he had refolved himlelf to go into Macedonia, he was forced to fend Ti¬ 
mothy and Erafius in his Head, who having done their errand, returned 
to Ephefus , to affifthim in promoting the affairs of Religion in that 
place. 

V. S. P AT) L having for three years refided at Ephefus and the parts 
about it, determined to take his leave, and depart for Macedonia. And 
now it was ( as himlelf plainly intimates, and the Antients generally con- 
i Tim. J. 3. ceiv e)that heconftituted Timothy Bifhop and Governor ofthatChurch; he 
(a)H.Ecd u. was the frftBifljop ( (a)faysEufebius J of 'the Province orDiocels of Ephefus ; 
<■.4. p. 73. he did ttpwt©. ’Lqeeu ' lays the (b) Author in Phot ins, frfl 

% Tblt'ciT a & as Bifhop of Ephefus ,and in the Council of (c) Chalcedon XXVII. Bilhops 
cc'liv, coL ’ are find liiccelfively to have fitten in that Chair, whereof S. Timothy was 
ft) cm ch.il the firft. In the (d) Apoflolical Conjlitutions he is exprefly faid to have 
ceLi!Aft.xi. been ordained Bifhop of it by S. Paul, or as he in Phot ms expreifeth it 
cone. Tom. 4 . a Jittle more after the mode of his time, he was ordained and enthroned 
$$- 7 . c. ( or inftalled ) Bifhop of the Metropolis of the Eufebiansbythegreat S. Paul. 
47. m/,451. Ephefus was a great and populous City, and the Civil Government of 

the Pro-Conful, who relided there reached over the whole Lydian or Pro- 

confular 
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confular Afta. And fuch in proportion the Ancients make the Eccle- 
liaftical J urildiTion of that Church,(^)S .Chryfofiom affirming it to be plain (u^mmii.xv. 
and evident, that Timothy had the Church, or rather the whole Nation of 
Afta committed to him ; to him (lays (E) Theodoret ) divineS .Paul commit- .(b)fr?m.h 
ted E Adas r ’fir.pAK&etv, the care and the charge of Afta ; upon which ac- l * d 
count a little after (V) he calls him the Apojlle of the A fans. As for the {j'com.in 
manner of his Ordination, or rather defignation to the minifteries of 
Religion, it was by particular and extraordinary defignation, God im- 
mediately teftifying it to be his will and pleafure ; thence it is laid to 
have been done ros ir&a.y*ev.<. according to fome preceding 

predictions concerning him , and that he received it not only by the lay - * 4 ‘* 4 * 

ing on of hands, but by Prophecy , that is, as (d) Chryfofiom truly explains it, (< QHomU.v.in 
by the Holy Ghoft ; it being part of the Prophetic Office (as he adds, 
and efpecially it was fo at that time ) not only to fore-tell future events, 
but to declare things prelent, God extraordinarily manifefting whom 
he would have let apart for that weighty Office. Thus Paul and Bar¬ 
nabas were foparated by the fpecial di&ate of the Holy Ghoft ; and of the 
Governours of the Ephefme Churches that met at Miletus, it is laid, that 
the Holy Ghofl had made them Bifhops, or Over-Jeers of the Church. And 
this way of election by way of prophetic revelation continued in ufo 
at leaft during the Apoftolic Age: (e) Clemens in his Epiftle to the Cor in- (e)Epift.adco* 
thians, tells us that the Apoftles preaching up and down Cities and ™tb. peg. 54. 
Countrys, conftituted their firft-fruits to be the Bifhops and Deacons 
of thofe who fhould believe, SbvA^avLvles 7 making trial of 
them by the Spirit: and another if) Clemens reports of S. John, that vifi- (f)cim.AUib. 
ting the neighbour Churches about Ephefus , he ordained Billiops, and fuch dt 0 
asweie^M or pointed out to him £7 the Spirit. 

VI. THIS extraordinary and miraculous way of chufing Bifhops and Pcd «. 3 ,;. 33. 
Ecclefiaftic Officers, befides other advantages, begat a mighty reverence by 1 * 
and veneration for the Governours of the Church, who were looked 
upon as God’s choice, and as having the more immediate chara&er of 
Heaven upon them. And efpecially this way foemed more neceffary 
for S. Timothy than others, to focure him from that contempt which his 
youth might otherwifo have expofod him to. For that he was but 
young at that time, is evident from S. Paul's counfol to him, fo to de¬ 
mean himfelf, that no man might defpife his youth : the Governours of , Tim. 4.12. 
the Church in thofe days were ripeaC^^. in refped of their age as 
well as office, and indeed therefore ftiled Elders, beoaufo they ulually 
were perfons of a confiderable age that were admitted into the Orders 
of the Church. This Timothy had not attained to. And yet the word 
yf07»c, youth, admits a greater latitude than we in ordinary fpeech con- inoratcr.p. 
fine it to. (g) Cicero tells us of himfelf, that he was adolefee nt ulus, but a 
very youth when he pleaded Ao/c/Wscaute ; and yet (h) A. Gellius proves /. \ 8 . ,e ' 

him to have been at that time no lefs than XXVII years old. Alexander M8?. 
the Son of Ariflobulus is called (i) ve*vic>t(&, a youth, at the time of his death, ^ f * 

when yet he was above thirty. Hiero in (k) Polybius is ftilled vt(&, PA 9 °; 
a very young Man, whom yet Cafaubon proves to have been XXXV years 
of Age; and the fame Hiftorian fpeaking of T. Flaminius his making i-u.cafaub. 
War upon Philip of Macedon, fays he was vl(& ^?, a very young Man, cmmnt. 
for that he was not above thirty years old : it being ( as Cafaubon ob- y xm f t .adBa- 
ferves ) the cuftom both of Greek and Latin Writers to extend the ju- m.Appar . 
vent us. or youthful age from the thirtieth till the fortieth year of a mans 99 ' M54 ’ 
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AmUnioc. ! lfe \ T ,° v ^l’“ h we add wliat Grotiue obferves, that K 'J m anfwer- 
ing o the Hebrew denotes the Military Age, all that civil and 
manly part ofaManshfe thatisoppofed to Old Age; fo that Timothy's 
Youth without any force or vtolenceto the Word, might very well con- 
hft with his being at lead thirty, or five and thirty Years of Age, and he fo 
filled only comparatively with refpea to that weighty Fundion, which 
was wont to be conferred upon none but grave and Aged Men. But of 
Arts 20.2 this enough. ° v 

9 9 VII. S. TIMOTHY thus fixed at Ep’.eftu , did yet accompany S Paul 
fnne part of his journey into Greece, at leaft went to him Slither upon 
fome urgent aflairs of the Church, and then returned to his charge. Not 
long after which S. Pml wrote his firjl Epiftle to him, to encourage him 
in his duty, and du eainm how to behave himfelf in that eminent Station 
wheiemhe had fit him. And becaufe the fuccefs of the Miniftrv does 
m a great meafure depend upon the perfons imployed in it, he gives him 
more particular rules how to proceed in this matter, and how the per¬ 
rons ought to be qualified,- whom he admitted to that honourable and 
important oftice ,- «« t trap t iVsptfuoV ( 3 /or % M v , «V«r»d us <he£ ( «. 
as • A/r<yWfpeaks, excellently reprefenting in that Epiftle, as in a fiiort 
C ' 3W ' ,8J ' dfugljt. the life and converfatio/ of thelacred Governor ofthe 
Church, definbing the tempers and manners of thofe who are appoin¬ 
ted to be the Guides and Minifters of Religioa. Well he knew alio 
that crafty Teachers and falfe Apoftles were creeping into the Church 
whole principles and practices he remarks, warning him to beware of 
them, and toltand continually upon his guard again!! them. The holy 
Man foUowed his mftitutions, and was no doubt faithful to his truft 
which he managed with all care and diligence. About fix Years after ! 
S. Paul being then a Pnfoner at Rome , wrote a fecond Epiftle to him 
.*»/>. C for ^ d >is Hpiftfiwus written at his firft comingto Rome, we have 
i.ifc ot s.Paui Jnewed e lie where ) to excite him to a mighty care and fidelity in 
tfimfy h ‘ S bu! V ne1 ?’ , and il ? und e>™ining the falfe and fubtile infinuations of Sedu- 
• 4 ' • ccrs. In it he orders Timothy to come to him with all fpeed to Rome 
who accordingly came, and joined with him in the ftveral Epiftles writ! 
ten thence to the Phitmans , ColoJJians, and to Philemon , as his name in 
the front of thofe Epiftles does abundantly declare. During his ftav 
at Rome he was upon Tome occafion caft into prifon, and thenc°e releafed 
and let at liberty about the time of S. Paul 9 s enlargement, as he clearly 
Hcbr.,,2,. intimates in the dofc of his Epiftle to the Hebrews ; after whSi he 
came back to Ephefue, nor is it probable that he any more removed from 
thence, till Ins tranflation into Heaven. And here it was that he became 
acquainted with S. John, whole Apoflohcal Province mainly lav in ACu 
^.mand. and the parts about Ephefus ; and 16 the * ^ under the name of pLZ 
January, crates , one of his fucceifors (doubtlefs of good Antiquity, beinv thofe 
mentioned and made ufe of by Pholius ) report, that lie converftd with 
a^nd was an auditor of S. John the Divine, who lay in the bofom of our 

VIII. THE Ephefians were a People of great loofenefs and impiety, 
their manners were wanton and effeminate, prophane and prodigal .-they 
stratetw. hammed Hermodorus only becaufe he was more fober and thriftv than 
W,, 4*4 | - *{ lcrcft » ena^ing a Decree, Let none of ours be thrifty. They were 
ftrangely bewitched with the ftudy of Magic and the Arts of Sorcery 
and Divination ; miferably over-run with Idolatry, efpecially the 

Tempe 


Temple and worfhip of Diana, for which they were famous through 
the whole World. Among their many Idolatrous Feftivals they had 
one called * KATATnriON, which was cele¬ 
brated after this manner; Habiting themftlves * Afartyr.Tmoth.Apoji.ap. phot. cod. 254. 
in an antic drefs, and covering their faces with lfud^r!%% 7 xx\l’.Fra g mm. 
ugly Vizors, that they might not be known, with vit.s.Timoth.G><tc. ap. p.miioixin vit. po- 
Clubs in their hands they carried Idolsina wild 
and a frantic manner up and down the more emi- Boiiand.adjM.xxiv. p. $ 66 , 
nent places of the City, Tinging certain Songs , 
and Verfts to them; and without any compamon or. refpedeither to 
Age or Sex, fetting upon all perlons that they met, they beat out their 
hrains, glorying in it as a brave achievement, and a great honour to their 
gods. This curftd and execrable cuftom gave juft offence to all pious 
and good Men, efpecially S. Timothy whole Spirit was grieved tp fee 
Godio openly difhonoured, humane nature funk into fuch a deep dege¬ 
neracy, and fo arbitrarily tranfported to the moft lavage barbarities by 
the great murderer of Souls. The good Man oft endeavoured to reclaim 
them by lenitive and mild intreaties; but alas, gentle Phyfic works 
little upon a ftubborn Conftitution. When that would not do, outlie 
comes to them into the midft of the ftreet upon one-of theft fatal fo- 
lemnities, and reproves them with fome neceffary fharpnels and ftverity. 

But cruelty and licentioufnefs are too head-ftrong to brook oppofition : 
impatient of being controlled in their wild extravagancies, they fall up¬ 
on him with their Clubs, beat and drag him up and down, and then 
leave him for dead, whom fome Chriftians finding yet to breath, took 
up, and lodged him without the Gate of the City, where the third day 
after he expired. He fuffered martyrdom on the thirtieth day of the 
fourth month, according to the ^^computation, or in the Roman ac¬ 
count on theXXlI of January, as the Greek Church celebrates his me¬ 
mory, or the XXIV, according to the Latin. It happened ( as fome 
will have it ) in the time of Nervy, while others more probably refer 
it to the reign of Domitian, it being done before S. Johns return from" 
his banifhment in Patmos , which . was about the beginning of Nerva 9 s 
reign. Being dead, the Chriftians of Ephefus took his body, and decent¬ 
ly interred it in a place called Pion. Piron flays f Jfidore , who adds f 
that ’twas a Mountain ) where it ftcurcly refted for fome Ages, till *Con- otit.ss.'c.M. 
Jtantine the Great ; or as others, his Son Conftantius cauftd it to be tranfla- aiv 

ted to Conftantinople, and laid up together with thole of S. Andrew VigU.p. ‘122.* 
and S. Luke, in the great Church eretted by Conflantine to the holy ^fj 2 }f i l ceph ; 
Apoftles. 45.P.210. Mf- 

IX. HE was a Man of no very firm and healthful conftitution, fre- taphr. ubifupr* 
quent diftempers affaulting him, befides the conftant infirmities that ” ,x * 
hung upon him. Which S. Chryfoftom conceives , 

w-re in a great meafure owing to his extraordi- T.J# ;f .mI.w«T.^s«o . W s4W'. 
nary temperance, and too frequent fallings. An „•« ^ u % 

eftectual courle to fubdue thofe youthful lufts va^tSeu. ov » 

which S. Paul cautioned him to fhun, there being fv'm 7J/S too Iw, 'Casi vn&itii 

no fuch way to extinguifh the fire, as to with- maiet{ ™ -r i^V. 

draw the fewel: he allowed himfelf no delicious Chr y foft - Homll> l - adPo P- Antioch. 

Meats, no generous Wines; Bread and Water was his ufual Bill of Fare, 
till by exceffive abftinence ; and the meannefs and courfeneis of his diet 
he hadweatkened his appetite, and rendred his ftomach unfit to ferve the 
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ends of Nature. Infomuch that S. Paul was forced to impofe i: as a kind 
i Tim. 5.33. 0 f Law upon him, that he fhould no longer drink water, but nfe a little 
Wine for his ftomachs fake , and his often infirmities. And yet in the midft 
of this weak tottering Carcafe there dwelt a vigorous and fprightly 
mind, a Soul a&ed by a mighty zeal, and infpired with a true love to 
God : he thought no difficulties great, no dangers formidable, that he 
might be ferviceable to the purpofes of Religion, and the intereft of 
Souls; he flew from place to place with a quicker fpeed, and a more 
unwearied relblution, than could have been expe&ed from a ftronger 
and a healthier perfon, now to Ephefus, then to Corinth , oft into Macedo¬ 
nia, then to Italy, croffing Sea and.Land, and furmounting a thoufand 
* Loe. tit at. hazards and oppofitions: in all which (as * Chryfojlom's words arc ) the 

fig ' 7 * weaknefs of his Body did not prejudice the divine Philofophy of his 

mind; fo ftrangely attive and powerful is Zeal for God, fo nimbly docs 
it wing the Soul with the fwifteft flight. And certainly ( as lie adds ) as 
a great and robuft body is little better for its health, which has nothing 
but a dull and heavy Soul to inform it; fo bodily weaknefs is no great 
impediment, where there is a quick and a generous mind to animate and 
enliven it. 

X. TI IE S E excellent Yertues infinitely endeared him to S. Paul,who 
feemstohavehada very paffionate kindnefs for him, never mentioning 
him without great tendernefs, and titles of reverence and refpeft : fome- 

1 Tlieff. 3.2. times fty ling him his 6’ on,his Brother, his fellow-labourer , Timotheus our Bro¬ 
ther , and Minifter of God , and our fellow-labourer in the' Goff el of Chrijl ; 
fometimes with additions of a particular affettion and honourable re¬ 
gard, Timothy, my dearly beloved Id on ; Timotheus, who is my beloved Son, 
a Tim. I. a. faithful in the Lord: and to the Church of Philippi more exprefly, 
Philip. 2. ic, I trnjl to fend Timotheus Jbortly to you, for 1 have no man like-minded (1V4.U- 
ao,&c. equally dear to me as my felf J who will naturally care for your fate: 

for all feel r their own, not the things that are Jefus Chrijl ; but ye know the 
proof of him, that as a Son with the Father , he hath fnved with me in the Go- 
fpel. And becaufe he knew that he was a young Man, and of a temper 
that eafily relented harfh and unkind treatment, he entered a particular 
1 Cor. 10 10 caut i° n rn his behalf with the Church of Corinth, If Timotheus come, fee 
1 1. 0,I0, that he may be with you without fear,for he worketh the work of the Lord, as 

I alfo do: let no Man therefore defpife him, but conduit him forth in peace , 
that he may come unto me. Inftancesofa great care and tendernefs, and 
which plainly fuppofe Timothy to have been an extraordinary perfon. 
, HmUt u iH His very calling him his dearly beloved Son, + Chryfoftom thinks a fufficicnt 
' argument of his Vertue. For fuch affections not being founded in Na- 
1626. ture, can flow from nothing but Vertue and Goodnefs, the lovely and 
effential ornaments of a divine and a holy Soul. We love our Children 
not only becaufe witty, or handfbme, kind and dutiful, but becaufe they 
are ours, and very often for no other reafon; nor can we dootherwife, 
fo long as we are fiibjeft: to the Impreffions and the Laws of Nature. 
Whereas true Goodnefs and Vertue have no other Arts but their own 
naked worth and beauty to recommend them, nor can by any other argu* 
ment challenge regard and veneration from us. 

XI. SOME difpute there has been among the Writers of the Church 
of Rome, whether our S. Timothy was the fame with him, to whom Dio- 
nyfius the Areopagite dedicates the Books laid to be written by him; 
and troops of arguments are muftred on either fide. But the foun¬ 
dation 
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dation of the controverfle is quite taken away with us, who are 
fufficiently aflured, that thofe Books were written fome hundreds of 
Years after S. Denys's his head was laid in the duft. However it may not 
be improper to remarque, that befides ours, Bifhop of Ephefus , we are 
* told of another S. Timothy , Difciple alfo to S. Paul, the Son of Pudens * Plt - dt 
and Prifcilia, who is faid to have lived unto a great Age; till the times of ^fin’chm 
Antoninus the Emperour, and Pirn Bifliop of Rome, and that lie came fmuf. 
over into Britain, converted and baptized Lucius King of this lfland, the co .f r Aio f 
firfl King that ever embraced the Chriftian Faith. Pius Bifliop of Rome, 
in a f Letter to Juflus Bifhop of Vienna ( which though fufpe&ed by moft: v 0 tr - de t ri - 
is yet owned by * Baronins ) reckons him among the Presbyters that had fcturmf. 
been educated by the Apoflles, and had come to Rome, and tells us that he coL w 6 - 
had fuflered martyrdom: accordingly the + Roman Martyrology informs 
us , that he obtained the Crown of Martyrdom under Antoninus the Em- t Mirtyrol. 
perour. A Story which as I cannot confute, fo am I not over-forward * om - adA(jrt - 
to believe, nor is it of moment enough to my purpofe more particularly 4 P ‘ l *°‘ 
to enquire about it. 


The End of S. TIMOTH'i Life. 
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His attending S. Paul in his travels. Their arrival in Crete. Titus confii- 
tutedby him Bifisop of that IJland. The tejl monies of the Ancients to that 
purpofe. The intimations of it in S. Paul’/ Epijlleto him. S. Paul’/ cenfurc 
ofthe People 0/Crete, jufiified by the account which Gentile Writers give of 
their evil manners. A fhort view ofthe Epiftle it felf. The dir eft ions con¬ 
cerning Eccleftajlic per Jons* His charge to exhort and convince gain-fayers. 
Crete abounding with HereticalTeachers. Jewifh Fables and Genealogies 
what , and whence derived. The Aiones and av^vytaf of the Ancient Gno- 
fticks borrowed from the Jhofoviaj of the Heathen Poets. Th sfbewnby 
particular in fiances. Titus commanded to attend <S’.Faul at N icopolis. 
His coming to him into Macedonia. His following S. Paul to Rome, and 
departure into Dalmatia. The Story of Pliny the Lounger's being conver¬ 
ted by him in Crete, cenfured. His Age and Death. The Chutch ere¬ 
cted to his memory. 


Tit.fag. 169$. 


Aft. 18.7. 


(b)FlouH. 
Rom. l.$.c. 7. 
f. 65. 



H E Ancient Writers of the Church make little 
mention of this holy Man *, who, and whence he 
was, is not known, but by uncertain probabili¬ 
ties. ( a ) S. Chryfofiom conjectures him to have been 
born at Corinth , for no other reafon, but becaufe 
in forne Ancient Copies(as ftill is in feveral Manu- 
fcripts at this day ) mention is made of S. Paul's 
going at Corinth into the houfo of one [ Titus 3 
named Juft u s, one that worjbipped. The Writers of later Ages 
generally make him to be bom in Crete , better known by the modern 
name of Candia , a noble Ifland (as the (b) Hifiorian calls it, who 
adds that the onlycaufe of the Romans making War there, was a de¬ 
fire to conquer lb brave a Country ) in.the MgeanSzz, not more famous 
of old for being the birth-place of Jupiter, die Sovereign of the Hea¬ 
then gods, and the Dadalean Labyrinth faid to be in it, than of late 
for its having been fo long the feat of War between the Turkijh Empe- 
rour and the State of Venice. Antiquity has not certainly conveyed 
down to us any particular notice of his Parents; though, might we be¬ 
lieve the account which forne give, he was of no common extraft, but of 
the Blood Royal, his pedigree being derived 
from no left than Minos King of Crete, whom the 
Poets make the Son of Jupiter, and for the equity 
of his Laws, and the impartial juftice of lus 
Government, prefer him to be one of die three 
great Judges in the infernal Regions, whole 
place it is to determine Mens future and eternal ftate; while Hiftorians 
more truly affirm him to have been the Son of Xanthus King of that 
Illand, and that he fucceeded his Father in the Kingdom. Butlpafs 
by that. 

II. BU T whatever his Parentage was, we are fure that he was a 
VbifHpr. Greek , probably both by Nation and Religion. The Greek Church in 

T?7t their public Offices, give us this account of his younger years, and con- 

verfion to Chriftianity : that being fprung from noble Parents, his 
x) youth was confecrated to Learning and a generous Education. At 
rlw 4 ^ t twenty years old he heard a voice, which told him, he mull depart 
thence, that he might lave his Soul, for that all his Learning elfe would 
ivfal <n w beof ii tt i e advantage to him. Not fatisfied with the warning, he dc- 

fired 
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fired again to hear the voice. A year after he was again commanded in 
a Vifion to purlue the Volume of the Jewifh Law. He opened the 
Book, and call his eye upon that of the Prophet, Keep fileme before me, »m«. t. 

O I (lands, and let the people renew their firength: let them come near , let them 
jpeak : let us come near together to Judgement , Sec. Whereupon his Uncle 
at that time Proconful of Crete , having heard the fame of our Lord’s Mi¬ 
racles in Jndaa, fent him to Jerufalem, where he continued till Chrift’s 
Afcenfion, when he was converted by that famous Sermon of S. Peter’s 
whereby he gained at once three thouland Souls. I cannot lecure the 
truth of this Story, though pretended to be derived out of the Alls, faid to 
be written by Zjnas the Lawyer , mentioned by S .Paul: an Authority, 

I confeft, which without better evidence, I dare not encourage the Reader 
to lay too much llreft upon. Let us therefore come to fomewhat more 
certain and unquellionable. 

III. BEING arrived i njudaa, or the parts thereabouts, and convinced 
of the truth and divinity of the Chriftian Faith, he became S. Paul's Con¬ 
vert and Difciple, though when or where converted we find not. Like¬ 
ly it is, either that he followed S. Paul in the nature of a Companion and 
Attendant, or that he incorporated himfelf into the Church of Antioch : 
where when the famous controverfie arofe concerning Circumcifion 
and the Mofaic Inflations, as equally neceffary to be obferved with the 
belief and praftice of Chriftianity, they determined that Poland Bar- Aft. r 5 . 
nabasy and certain others of them (houldgo up to Jerufalemunto the Apofiles 
and Elders about this quefiion \ nay, a very ancient 0) MS. adds, that when Wcod.B^. 
Paul earneftly perfwaded them to continue in the Doftrine which they MS ‘ adAa ' 
had been taught, thofe very Jewifh Zelorswho camedown to Antioch, 1J ' 3 * 
and had firft flatted the fcruple, did them/elves defire Paul and Barnabas 
and Jome others to go and confult with the Apofiles and Elders at Jerufalem , 
andft and to their fent ence and determination of the cafe. In the number of 
thofe who were lent upon their Evangelical Embaffie was our S. Titus G 1 * 

whom St. Paul ( encouraged to this journey by a particular revelation \ '* 

was willing to take along with him. No fooner were they come to Jeru- 
J a L > hut Spies were at hand, fome zealous Jews pretending themielves 
to be Chriftian Converts, infinuated themfelves into S. Paul's company 
and acquaintance, narrowly obferving what liberty he took in point of 
legal Rites, that thence they might pick an acculation againft him. They 
charged him that he preached to, and converfod with the Gentiles, and that 
at this very time an uncircumcifod Greek was his intimate familiar ; 
a icandal which there was no way to avoid, but by circumcifmg him, that 
loirmight appear that he had no defign to undermine the Rites and 
Cuftoms of the Law. This,S. Paul ( who knew when to give ground, 
and when to maintain his Station) would by no means content to • he 
who at anothor time was content to Circumcife Timothy , a Jew by’ the 
Mothers fide, that he might pleafo the Jews to their edification, and have 
the tairer ad vantage to win upon them, refufed here to circumcife Titus a 
Gentile, that he might not feem to betray the liberties of the Gofpel, harden 
the Jews in their unreafonable and inveterate prejudices againfl the Hea¬ 
thens, and give juft ground of fcandal and difoouragement to the Gentiles . 
and make them flyeoffto a greater diftance from Chriftianity. Accor¬ 
dingly he refilled their importunity with an invincible refolution, and his 
practice herein was immediately juftified by the decretory Sentence of the 
Council, lummoned to determine this matter. 
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III. THE affair about which they were lent being difpatched in the 
Synod, he returned no doubt with S. Paul to Antioch, and tlienCe accompa¬ 
nied him in his travels, till having gone over the Churches of Syria andCV/#- 
cia, they fet fail for Crete. For that period of time I conceive xvithfaj Capel- 
Iw moA probable for their going over to that Ifland,rather than with fb)Ba- 
ronius and others to place it at S.Paufs coming out of Macedonia into Greece 
which he fuppofes to have been by a Sea-voyage, paffmgby the Cyclad* 
I Hands through the Aegean Sea,or with (c)Grotim to refer it till his Voyage 
to Rome, founding his conjecture upon a double miflake, that S. Paul and 
his company put in and Aaid at Crete, when ’tis only faid that they failed, 
under it, Andpaffed by it, and that Titus was then in the company, whereof 
nofootlleps or intimations appear in the Story. Sailing therefore from 
fome Port in Cilicia, they arrived at Crete, where S. Paul induArioufly fet 
himfelf to preach and propagate theChriltian Faith, delighting ( as much 
as might be ) to be the ArA meffenger of the glad tidings of the Gofpel to 
all places where he came, not planting#* another mans line, or building of 
things made ready to his hand . But becaufe the care of other Churches 
called upon him, and would not permit him to ff ay long enough hereto 
fee Chriftianity brought to a due maturity and perfe&ion, he conAitu- 
ted Titus Bifhop of that Ifland, that he might nourilh that Infant-Church 
fuperintend its growth and profperity, and manage the Government and 
Adminiftration of it. This the Ancients with one mouth declare, He 
was the firjl Bifhop ( fays (d) Eufebius ) of the Churches in Crete : the Apoflle 
confecratedhim Bi/hop of it, fb(T) S. Ambrofe fo (f) Dorotheas , and (gJSo- 
phronius’, he was (fays (A) Chryfoftom ) an approved perfon, to whom 
ri vy)a(& oAoxA the whole Ifland was inti rely committed, that he might ex~ 
ercife power and jur if diction over fo many Bifbops he was by S. Paul Ordain¬ 
ed Bifhop of Crete , though a very large Ifland, that he might Ordain B if hops 
under him, fays (/) Theodoret exprefly. To which might be added the tcfli- 
moniesof Theophylacl, Occumenius, and others, and the fubfeription at the 
end of the Epiftle to Titus, ( which though not diClated by the fame hand 
is ancient however ) where he is faid to have been ordained the fir(l Bifhni 
a nr \ n .) q _ .1 • J . J l: " 


Q) Hmil.2.in 
Tim.p. 1700. 
iid. trim. 
Ibeopb. & Oe- 
cumm. in he. 


the care and government of the Churches, while he referved the others as 
attendants and miniftersto go along w/th himfelf. 

IV. NOR is this meerly the arbitrary fenfe of Antiquity in the cafe 
but feems evidently founded in St. Paul's own intimation, where he tells 
Titus, For this cauf e left 1 thee in Crete, that thou ffjonldjl fet in order the 
things that are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, as I had appointed 
thee, that is, I conftituted thee Governor of that Church, that thou 
mighteft difpofe and order the affairs of it according to the rules and di¬ 
rections which I then gave thee. [ Ordain Elders ] he means Bifhops (lays 
(l) Chryfojlom ) as elfewhere I have oft explained it. [Elders in every City ] 
he was not willing (as he adds ) that the whole adminiftration offo 
great an Ifland fhould be managed by one, but that every City might have 
its proper Governor to infpeCt and take care of it, that fo the burden 
might be lighter by being laid upon many fhoulders, and the people at¬ 
tended with the greater diligence. Indeed Crete was famous for number 
of Cities above any other Ifland in the World, thence Ailed of old He- 
catompolis, thelllandof an hundred Cities. Infliort, plain it is, that Titus 

had 
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had power of JurifdiClion. Ordination, and Ecclefiaflical Cenfures, above 
any other Pallors or MiniAers in that Church conferred and derived up¬ 
on him. 

V. SEVERAL years S. Titus continued at his charge in Crete , 
when he received a Summons from S. Paul, then ready to depart from 
Ephefus. The Apoflle had deflred Apollos to accompany Timothy and 
fbine others whom he had lent to Corinth , but he chufing rather to go 
for Crete , by him and Zgnas he wrote an Epillle to Tit us, to Air him 
up to be active and vigilant,and to teach him how to behave himfelf in that 
Aation wherein he had fet him. And indeed he had need of all the coun- 
lels which St. Paul could give him, who had fo loofe and untoward a 
generation of Men to deal with. For the Countrey it felf was not more 
fruitful and plenteous than the manners of the People debauched and vi¬ 
cious. St. Paul puts Titus in mind what a bad character one of their own T j c r 
Poets ( who certainly knew them beA ) had given of them : ' ’ c * 1 


Kp>rns ad Srtiplu, ya&pes apyauu 

The Cretians arc always Liars, Evil Beajls, Slow-bellies. This Verfef*) S. 

Chryfoftom luppofes the Apoflle took from Callimachus, who makes ufe in- il Tit, bW°P 
deed of the firA part of it, charging the Cretians to be like themfelves, 
notorious Liars, in pretending that Jupiter was not only born, but 
died among them, and that they had his Tomb with this Infeription 
ENTAT©A ZAN KE 1 TAI , Here lies Jupiter, when as the deity 
is immortalwhereupon the good Father perplexes himfelf with many 
needlcfs difficulties in reconciling it. Whereas in truth St. Paul bor¬ 
rowed it not from Callimachus, but Epimenides, a native of Crete, famous 
among the Antients for Raptures and EnthufiaAic Divinations, Geo - 
<piAw$ <iv(pos 'sfei nui r c4hv71a.9y.luj ^ S9kIvj oufnav, as Plutarch 
fays of him. From him Callimachus cites part of v , P , 0 . ^ , 

the Verfe, and applies it to his particular pur- a * 1 & ^ 0 

P° fc > wMk St .Paul quotes it intire from the Au- ri <n’ i zdn? 

thor himfelf. ThisWitnefs ( fays he J is true. And 

indeed that herein he did not bely them, we Callin-.H mn ^ Ata.p. 1 s#,’ 

have the concurrent teAimonies of moll Heathen ^ *”(<!, ftiii 4«^<A<35.Ver.Schol.ibi. 
Writers, who charge the fame things upon them. So Kprifari 44 *%-$ 
famous for lying, that and KpvTifap irefs KpH-w#* (vaT) 4 <T<w, 

Kp'nTcc became proverbial, to lye like aCretian, and «wna!>sj «W. Suid in. voc. Kp«7/^.Ea- 
to coufen aCheat, and nothing more obvious than dem Mich. Apoftol.in cod. vci i_. mtJ 
Mendax Creta. (c) Polybius tells us of them, that no lSn p* 7s* 

where could be found more fubtil and deceitful K J n7Uf ' plu, * de0 - 

Wits, and generally more wicked and pernicious ‘ ‘ 

Counfels; that their manners were fo very for- ^ *• •^p^6.Ent.L.Bnuvt 

did and covetous, that of all Men in the World the Crettans were the 
only perfons who accounted nothing bale or difhoneA, that was but gain¬ 
ful and advantageous. Befides they were idle and impatient of labour, 
gluttonous and intemperate, unwilling to take any pains farther than 
to make provifton for the flefh ; as the natural effeCl of eafe, idlenefs, and 
plenty , they were wanton and lafeivious, and prone to the vileA and 
baleA fort of Lull, ^aj/j^nori e'uAoLuTcu, ( AS (d) At he nans pd)DcimfgpB. 

informs usj outragioufly mad upon that fin that peculiarly derives its name Uyp.6io. 
from Sodom. And fucli being the cafe, what wonder if S. Paul bids Titus 

I 2 reprove 
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reprove them fharply, feeing their corrupt and depraved manners would ad¬ 
mit of the fharpeft Lancets, and the molt flinging corrofives he could 
apply to them. 

VI. IN the Epiftle it felf the main Body of it confifts of rules and 
direftions for the feveral ranks and relations of Men : and becaufe Spi¬ 
ritual and Ecclefiaflical affairs are of all others moll confiderable he 
firfl inftrufts him in the qualifications of thofe whom he fhould fet apart 
to be Bifhops, and Guides of Souls; that they be holy and harmlels in¬ 
nocent and inoffenfive, fuchas had not divorced and put away their firfl: 
Wife that they might marry afecond, whofe Children were Ibber and 
regular, and trained up in the Chriftian Faith ; that they be eafie and 
treatable, meek and unpaffionate , free from the love of \V me, and a de¬ 
fire after riches by fordid and covetous defigns ; that they be kind and 
hofpitable, lovers of goodnefs and good Men, modell and prudent; jult 
and honed, drift and temperate, firm and conflant in owning and Sit¬ 
ing the Doftrines of Chriftianity that have been delivered to them 
that being throughly furnifhed with this piire Evangelical Doftrine \ 
they maybe able both to perfwade and comfort others, and mightily tq 
convince thole that refill and oppofe the truth. And certainly it was 
not without great reafbn, that the Apollle required that the Guides 
and Governours of the Church fhould be thus able to convince «ain- 
fyers, For whatever Authors report of Crete, that it bred no Serpents 
or venemous Creatures, yet certain it is that the poifon of Error and 
Herefie had infinuated it felf there together with the entertainment of 

Tit.i. io. Chriftianity, there being many unruly and vain talkers, efpecially they of the 
Verfe 14. Circumcifton, who endeavoured to corrupt the Doftrine of the Gofpel with 
Jnvifb Fables , groundlefs and unwarrantable Traditions, myflical and 
’ 3 ’ 9 ' Cab alt flic explications, and fooltfb qttejlions and genealogies . For the Jews 

borrowing their notions herein from the Schools of Plato, were fallen 
into a vein of deriving things from an imaginary generation , firfl Binah 
or Underftanding, then Achmoth or Cochmah Wifdom, and fo till they 
came to Mile ah the Kingdom, and Schckinah or the Divine Prefence. 
Much after the fame rate as the Poets of old deduced the pedigrees of 
their gods, they had firft their feveral cwfitheir conjunltions, the 
coupling and mixing of things together, and thence proceeded their 
fyjtctAoyia, their genealogies or generations ; out of Chaos came Erebus and 
the dark night , theconjunftion of whom begot /Errand the Day, and 
(a'Hijlod.Tnc- thence (a) Heftod proceeds to explain the whole Pagan Theology concerning 
< my.m.^66 . the original of their gods. 

VII. I N imitation of all which, and from a mixture of all together 
the Valentinians, Bafilidians, and the reft of the Gnojlic crew formed 
the fenflefs and unintelligible Schemes of their riA^pwjua and XXX Aio- 
nes , divided into three ClaiTes of conjunftion ; in the firft were four 
couples, Profundity and Silence, Mind and Truth, the Word and Life , 
Man and the Church: in the fecond five, viz. Profound and Mixture 
Ageratus and Union, Sec. in the third fix, the Paraclete and Faith , Pa - 
trie os and Hope, &c. Of all which if any delire to know more, they may 
(if they can underftand it ) find enough in Irenaus , Tertullian , and Epi- 

{b't/t'ic phanius to this pur pole. The(£) lall of whom not only affirms expredy 
HdTimi' 6 dt ^ iat Valentinus and his Party introduced 7 roiwv, the fabulous 

Pr.tfcript. Me- and Poetic fancies of the Heathens, but draws a particular parallel be- 
nu. 7 .p.2?4. tween Heftod's Theogonia , and their thirty Monet or Ages , confiftim r 

of 
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of fifteen Couples or Conjugations, Male and Female, which he ffiews 
exaftly to agree both in the number, defign, and order of them. For 
in fiance, Valentinus his Tribe begins thus; 

Ampfiu ( . . 5 Profundity 

Auraan j ^Silence. 


Bucua ? 

5 Mind 

Tharthuu $ 

£ Truth 

Ubucua ? 

SWord 

Thardeadie ^ 

1 Life. 

Merexa 7 

CMan 

Atarbarba > 

■sChurch, 

&c. J 

CSt c. 


All which was nothing but a trifling and fantafti- 

cal imitation of Heftod's Progeny and generation tun iM movew m? 

of the gods, which being joined in conjugations 7faytpjia,, j£h up <w- 

fucceeded in this order ; Chaos, Night Erebus , ^ V}lav , m &t**m* rift*}©- vA 

Earth ; Jit her', Day , &c. There being (as he ™ 

obferjes; no diffacnce between the one Scheme 
and the other, but only the change and altera- xi* 

tion of the names. This may fufficcfora Spe- ™ ijivt^y ■W/Wi' «» 

cimen to fhew whence this idle Generation bor- SMudwv tupintLpp^j. 
rowed their extravagant conceits, though there 3 ' J impd* 

were that had fet much what the like on foot be- ^f 70 * ™mnm.lw Ufa 4 «>«- 
fore the time of Vtlentims. By fuch dark and *1*7’ ^ 
wild notions and principles.the fdf e Apojlle, both fed”" 

m Crete and elfe where, fought to undermine 
the Chriftian Doctrine,. mixing italfo with Principles of great loofnefs 
and liberty, that they might the eafilier infinuate themfelves into the af¬ 
fections of Men, whereby they brought over numerous Profelytes to their 
1 arty, of whom they made Merchandife, gaining fufficient advantage to Tic *• "• 
themfelves. So that twas absolutely neceffary that tliefe mens mouths 
ftiould be flopped, and that they ffiould not be fuflfered to goon under a 
jliew of fuch lofty and fubhme fpeculations, and a pretence of Chri¬ 
ftian liberty, to pervert Men from the Chriftian Religion, and the plain- 
irefs and fimplicity of the Gofpel. Having done with Ecclefiaflics, he 
proceeds to give direftions forperfonsof all Ages and Capacities, vvhe- 
tlier old or young, Men or Women, Children or fervants, and then of 
more public concernment, Rulers and People, and indeed how to de- 
P or 5° UI ; i cIve s in the general carriage of our lives. In theclofeof the 
W1 , CS h i m to f turni ^ Zj»*s and JpoUos, the two Apo/loli- 
cal Meffcngers by whom this Letter was conveyed to him, with all things 
neceflary for their return, commanding that he himfelf with all conveni¬ 
ent fpeed liould meet him at Nicopolis (though where that was is not 
certain, whether Nicopolis m Epirus, fo called from Auguflus his Viftorv 
there over Antony and Cleopatra, or rather Nicopolis in Thrace , upon the 
Kivci A ejus, not far from the borders of Macedonia, whither St Paul 
was now going, or fome other City, whereof many in thofe parts of that 
name; where he had refolved to fpend lus Winter. And that by with¬ 
drawing 
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drawing fo ufeful and vigilant a Shepherd he might not feem to expole 
his Flock to the fury and the rage of the Wolves, he promiles to lend dr- 
tcmas or Tychicus to fiipply his place during his ablence from them. 

VIII. S. P JV L departing from Ef befits was come to Troas, where 
though he had a fair opportunity to preach the Golpel offered to him, 
2Cor.2.i2,i3. yet ( as himlelf tells us) he had no reft in his Spirit, bccaufc he found not 
Titus his Brother , whom he impatiently expe&ed to bring him an account 
of the Hate of the Church of Corinth ; whether Titus had been with 
him, and been fent upon this errand, or had been commanded by him to 
take Corinth in his way from Crete , is not known. Not meeting him here, 
2Cor. 7 .5,6, 7 . away he goes for Macedonia , where at length Titus arrived and com- 
foi led him under all his other forrows and difficulties, with the Joyful 
news of the happy condition of the Church of Corinth^ and how readily 
they had reformed thole milcarriages, which in his former Epiftle he had 
charged upon them, fully making good that great chara&er which he had 
given of them to Tit ns > and whereof they gave no inconfiderable evidence, 
in that kind and welcome entertainment which Titus found amonglt 
them. Soon after St. Paul having; received the Colle&ions of the Mace- 
3Cor.8. don't an Churches for the indigent Chriftians at Jerufalcm, lent back Titus., 

>,jy 1 * • and with him St. Luke to Corinth , to excite their Charity, and prepare 

their contributions againft his own arrival there, and by them, he wrote 
his lecond Epiftle to that Church. 

IX. T IT VS faithfully difeharged his errand to the church of Co¬ 
rinth, kind having difpatched the lerviccs for which he was lent, returned, 
we may fuppole, back to Crete. Nor do we hear any further news of 
CO Pftdt m- him till S.P duTs Imprifonment at Rome ;whither he came(if my (a .)Author 
m’JH108. frytrue ) about two years after him, and continued with him till his Mar¬ 
tyrdom, whereat he was prelent, and together with S. Luke committed 
him to his Grave. An account, which I confels I am the lels inclined to 
2 im. 4.10. k e j- cve ^ becaule allured by S. Paul himlelf, that before his death Titus had 
left; him, and was gone into into Dalmatia ,a Province of Illyricum , to plant 
that fierce and warlike Nation with the Golpel of Peace, taking it pro¬ 
bably in his way in order to his return for Crete. And this is the la ft 
notice we find taken of him in the Holy Writings, nor do the Records 
of the Church henceforward furnifh us with any certain Memoires or Re¬ 
marks concerning him. Indeed were the ftory which lbme tell us 
true, one thing alone were enough to make him memorable to pofte- 
rity, I mean his converting Pliny the lounger , that learned and eloquent 
Man, Pro-confuloi Bithynia, and intimate Privy Councellor to Trajan the 
(b)Pet.d-N*- Emperor. For lo they tell us (f), that returning from his Province in 
At/s'ritil Tithynia, he landed in Crete , where the Emperor had commanded him 
Ziha (J fir- toereft a Temple to Jupiter: which was accordingly done, and no loo- 
tur) faint, fl ner finiflicd, but St. Tttus curled it, and it immediately tumbled to the 
P <hrflt X Aw:. ground. The Man, you may guefs, was ftrangely troubled and came 
eexx. with tears to the Holy Man, to requefthis counlel, who adviled him to 
begin it in the name of the God of the Chriftians, and it would not fail 
to profper *, he did fo, and having finifhed it, was himlelf, together 
with his Son Baptized. Nay lbme to make the Story perfefl, add, that 
he liiffered Martyrdom for the Faith at Novocomttm a City of lnfnbria 
in Italy, where he was born. The Reader I prefume will not expert 
I Ihould take pains to confute this Story, fufficicntly improbable in it 
lelf, and which I behold as juft of the liunc Metal, and coined in the 

fame 
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fameMint with that of his Mafter Trajan's Soul being delivered out ofHell 
by the prayers of St. Gregory the Great, fo gravely told, fo ferioully be¬ 
lieved by many, not m the Greek Church only, but in the Church ofW^#«. 
Rome : nay, which the whole Eafi and Weft, (if we may believe (a) Da - 
mafeen ) held to be yvnenov ^ coddAtjov, true and uncontroulable. cy 

X. S. TIT VS lived, as the Ancients tell us, to a great age, dying 
about the ninety fourth year of his life. He died in peace ( fays (b) Sophro- VUWtm. 
mu* and (c) lfidore ) and lies buried mCretex\\e(d) Roman Martyrolo-y adds, %? ertpt ‘ in 
that he was buried in that very Church, wherein St. Paul ordained him (oWr.e*. 
Bilhop of that Ifland. I underftand him where a Church was afterwards f '”•*?• 
brnlt, !t not being likely there Ihould be any at that time. At Candia, iv 

tho Metropolis of the Ifland, there is, or lately was, an ancient and beau- ’*• 
tiful (e) Church dedicated to S. Titus , wherein under the high Altar his re- infiTTc 
mams are laid to be honourably laid up, and are both by the Greeks and I2 - P- *>. 
Latins held in great veneration. Though what is become of themfince 
that famousCity lately fefl into the hands of the Turk , that great fcourge 
of Chnftendom, is to me unknown. His Fejlival is celebrated in the 
^-Church on the IV. day of January , in the Greek Church dugujl 
the XXV. and among the Chriftians in TTgypt ( as appears by the Arabic 
Calendar publilhed by if) Mr. Selden ) the XXII. of the Month Bar- f )Dt smdr 
mabath, anfwenng to our March the XVIII. is confecrated to his me- rom. . 3 / c . ls \ 
mory. P- 32^. 


The End of S. TITUS V Life . 
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raculous Eclipfe at our Saviour s Paffion. Dionyfius bis remarques upon 
it. His return 10 Athens, and being made one of the Judges of the Areo¬ 
pagus. The nature of this Court : the number and quality of its Judges - 
S. Paul arraigned before it : his difconrfe, and its ficccfs. DloayBushk 
conver(ion. His further in fruition by Hierotheus. Hierotheus , who. 
Dionyfius conjiituted Bifljop of Athens. A Irief account of his Story 
according to thofethat confound him with Dionyfius Bi(hop of Paris. 
Thefe fljewn to be difinft. The Original and procedure of the mifiake en¬ 
quired into. A probable account given of it. Dionyfius his Martyrdom 
at Athens, and the time of it. A fabulous miracle reported of his SculL 
The defeription of his perfon , and the hyperbolical commendations which 
the Greeks give of him. The Books aferibed to him. Thefe none of his . 
Apollinaris ( probably ) Jbenifd to be the Author of them. Several pajfages 
of the Ancients noted to that purpofe. Books why oft ptiblifhed under 
other mens names. Thef ? Books the Foundation of Enthufiafm and myfticd 
Theology. A pajfage in them inftanced in to that purpofe. 

I* D 10 N T SIV S was born at Athens , the Eye 

of Greece , and Fountain of Learning and Hu- 
,'w’w I ? anit y’ ^ le only place that without competi- 
O. ti° n had for fo many Ages maintained an uncon- 

g) trolled reputation for Arts and Sciences, and to 

^which there was an univerfal confluence of per- 
id fons from all parts of the World to accomplifh 
themfelves in the more polite and ufeful Studies. 
Though we find nothing particularly concerning his Parents, 
yet we may fafely conclude them to have been perfons of a noble 
quality, at leaft of a better rank than ordinary, feeing none were 
admitted to be Areopagitc Judges ( as * one who knew very well 
informs US ) YItUjj 01 xaAoos yijfi'ores. >9 ttoMZw dpeiluj x) <n.<p£yn)lw ev tw 
fila eMayi/fyoi, unlefs they were nobly born, and eminently exem¬ 
plary for a vertuous and a fober life. Being born in the very midfl: of 
Arts and Civility, his education could not but be learned and ingenuous, 
efpecially confidering the advantages of his birth and fortunes. Ac¬ 
cordingly he was t inlfru&ed in all the learned Sciences of Greece, where¬ 
in he made fuch vaft improvements, that he eafily out-lf ript any of his 
time: fcarce any Se& or Inftitution in Philolophy then in vogue, which 
lie had not confidered and made trial of: it does not indeed appear to 
which of them he particularly devoted and applied himfelf; and they 
who fuppoie him to have addicted himfelf to the School of Plato, do it, 
I conceive for no other realbn, than becaufe the Do&rine contained in 
the Books that bear his name, feems 16 neer of kin to the principles of that 
noble Se£t. 

II. B U T it was notan homebred Inftitution, or all the advantages 
which Athens could afford, that could fill the vaft capacities of his mind, 
which he therefore refolved to polilli and improve by foreign Travels. 
Being in the prime and vigour of his Youth, about the age of XXV 
* years, he took with him one Apollophancs a Rhetorician , his fellow-flu- 
dent, and (if Syncelltts fay true ) his Kinfman, who was afterwards at 
Smyrna , M after to Polemon the Loadicean, as he was to Arif ides the fa¬ 
mous Philofopher and Apologift for the Chriftians. Thus furnifhed 
with a fuitable Companion, he is laid to have gone for Egypt, toconverfe 

with 
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with their Philofophers and Wife Men, that he might perfeft himfelf in 
the Study of the Mathematics , and the more myfterious and recondite 
parts of Learning. Egypt had in all Ages been looked upon as the prime 
School not only of Aftrology, but of the more abftrufe and uncom¬ 
mon fpeculations of Theology; and the great Matters of Wifdom and Di¬ 
vinity among the Gentiles never thought they had gained enough, till 
they had crowned their Studies by converfing witli the Egyptian Sages. 
Hence it was frequented by Orpheus , Homer , Solon, Thales by Pythago¬ 
ras and Plato, and whom noy? nay of Pythagoras , (4 Clemens of Alexandria 
reports that he Puttered himfelf to be circumcifed, that fo he might be 
admitted W at)Wa, to the concealed Rites and Notions of their Re* 
ligion, and be acquainted with their fecret and myftical Philolophy. 
The place he fixed at was Heliopolis , a City between Copt us and Alexan¬ 
dria, where the Egyptian Priefts for the molt refided, as a place admira¬ 
bly advantagious for the contemplation of the Heavenly txxlies, and the 
Study of Philolophy and Aftronomy; and where (b) Strabo ( who lived 
much about this time ) tells us he was fhewed the habitations of the 
Priefts, and the apartments of Plato and Eudoxus i who lived here thir¬ 
teen years; nay, a very ancient (c) Hiftorian allures us, that Abraham 
himfelf lived here, and taught the Egyptian Priefts Aftronomy, and other 
parts of Learning. 

III. D 10 N TSIV S no doubt plied his Studies in this place, during 
whole ftay there, one memorable accident is reported. The Son of 
God about this time was delivered up at Jerufalem to art acute and 
Ihameful death by the hands of Violence and Injuftice; when the Sun, 
asifafhamed to behold fogreatawickednefs, hid his head, and put on 
mourning to wait upon the Funerals of its Maker. This Eclipp was 
contrary to all the known Rules and Laws of Nature, it hapning in s 
Full Moon, when the Moon isinitsgreateftdiftancefromtheSon, and 
conlequently not liable to a conjun&iort with him, the Moon moving 
it lelf under the Sun from its Oriental to its Occidental point, and thence 
back by a retrograde motion, caufing a ftrange defection of light for 
three hours together. That there was fuch a wonderful and preternatu¬ 
ral darknefs over all the Earth for three hours at the time of our Saviours 
fuftering, whereby the Sun was darkned, is unanimoully atteftedbythe 
Evangelical Hiftorians ; and not by them only, but (d) Phlegon Trallianue 
lometimes fervant to the Emperour Trajan , fpeaks of an Eclipfe of the 
Sun that hapned about that time, Meyipi r eymejurfjtyjcer 7 r&ngpv , the 
greateft of any that had been ever known, whereby the day was turned 
into night, and the Stars appeared at noon-day, an Earthquake alfo ac¬ 
companying it, whereby many houfes at Nice in Bithynia were overtur¬ 
ned. Apouophanes beholding this ftrange Eclipfe, cried out to Diony 
fins that thefe were changes and revolutions of fome great affairs ; to 
whom the other replied, that either God fuffered, or at leaf fympathi&ed 
and bore part with him that did. I confefs thefe palfages are not to be 
found in the moft ancient Writers of the Church: but that ought to be no 
juft exception, when we confider what little care was then taken to con* 
fign things to writing, and how great a part of thofe few ancient Records 
that were written were quickly loft, whereof Eufcbius fufiSciently com¬ 
plains ; not to fay, that a great many writitigs might, and did efeape his 
notice; and (?) Maximus, I remember, anfwering theobje&ion, that the 
Books aferibed to S. Denys are not mentioned by Eufebius, tells us, that 
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himfelf had met with feveral pieces of the Ancients, of which not the 
leaft footftep in Eufebins . But however that be, it concludes not 
againft the matter of fa£t, many things though never entered upon Re¬ 
cord, being as to the fiibftance of them, preferved by conftant Tradi¬ 
tion and Report. I deny not but that the fevenul Authors who report 
this paflage , might immediately derive it out of the Epiftles faid to be 
written to S. Poly carp and Apollophanes. But then cannot fuppofe that 
the Author of thele Epiftles did purely feign the matter of fa£f of his 
own head, but rather delivered what Tradition had conveyed down to 
his time. Indeed that which would more fhrewdly fhake the foundation 

* Tntt. °f tIie Story, if it be true, is what * Origen fuppofes, that this darknefs 

xxxv. ** that was over all the Earth , and the Earthquake that attended our Lord’s 
z^coi.1. m ‘ Pa(rion > extended no farther than Judas, as fome of the Prodigies no far¬ 
ther than Jcruft% lent. But to what degrees of truth or probability that o- 

pinion may approve it felf, I leave to others to enquire. 

IV. DIO NT SIV S having finifhed his Studies at Heliopolis , retur- 
mm ned to Athens, incomparably fitted to lerve his Country, and accord- 

W ingly was advanced to be one of the Judges of the Areopagus, a place of 

great honour and renown. The Areopagus was a famous Senate-houfe 
built upon a Hill in Athens, wherein aflembled their great Court of Ju- 
f Ariflii.Tom. ftice, ca> tois Ea\>)ot <$i xuzvpiw rifjuuTctlov x. ccy.coTccloy, as 'j'one calls it 
i. p, 33** the moft facred and venerable Tribunal in all Greece . Under their cog¬ 
nizance came all the greater and more capital Caufes, and efpecially 
matters of Religion, blafphemy againft the gods , and contempt of the 
holy myfteries ; and therefore S. Paul was arraigned before this Court 
as a fetter forth ofJlrange gods, when he preached to them concerning Jefus 
and Anajlafts, or the Refurregion. None might be of this Council but 
perlons of birth and quality, wife and prudent Men, and of very ftri£t 
and fevere manners, and fo great an awe and reverence did this folemn 

• loo. and grave Aflembly ftrike into thofe that fate in it, that * Ifocrates tells 

us, that in his time, when they were lomewhat degenerated from their 
ancient Vertue, however other wife Men were irregular and exorbitant 
yet once chofen into this Senate, they prefently cealed from their vicious 
inclinations, and chole rather to conform to the Laws and Manners of 
that Court, $ £ dorm xctxictfs eiAfjfyw , than to continue in their wild 
and debauch'd courfe of life. They were cxa&ly upright and impar¬ 
tial in their proceedings, and heard caufes at night, or in the dark, that 
the perlon of the Plaintiff or the Pleader might have no undue influence 
upon them. Their fentence was decretory and final, and from their de¬ 
termination lay no Appeal. Their number was uncertain, by fome re- 
ilrained to nine, by others enlarged to thirty one, by others to fifty one 
and to more by fome. Indeed that Novemviri, who were the Bafileus or 
King, the Archon, the Polemarchm, and the fix Thefmothots , were the 
conftant Seminary and Nurfery of this great Aflembly, who having dif- 
¥ charged their feveral Offices, annually palled into the Areopagus, and 

invit stcrl therefore when Socrates was condemned by this * Court, we find no 
p. n s . lels than two hundred four (core and one, giving their Votes againft 
*—he z APEOtiAror bOtah him, befldes thole whole White Stones were for 
TON Tp i AKOsiflN, ka i o his Abfblution .* and in an ancient Infcription up- 
ahmos o a© h n Ain n ~.c*teu on a Column in the Acropolis at Athens erected 
»£.&im*ma,£m»M.v,t«.i.* M L to the memory of Rufus Feftsts, Protonfnl of 
Greece ,and one of thefc Judges, mention is made of 
the Areopagite Senate of three hundred, V. IN 
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V. IN this grave and venerable judicature fate our S. Denys when 
S /Wabout theyrarXLIX or L, came to Athens, wl.ere he refolutely 
airettcd the caufe of Chriftiamty againft the attempts of the Stoic and 
hpicnrean Philofophers, who mainly appeared againltir. Th Athenians 
wlio were infinitely curious and fuperftitious in matters of Religion not 
Wing what to make ot this new and ftrange Doftrine that he taunhr 
ptcfently brought h m before the Areopagite Senate, to whom the p o- 
per cognizance ot fuch caufes did delong. Here inaneat and eloquent 
difcouiic, dehveied not with greater freedom of mind, than ftrength of 
rcalon lie plainly demonftrated the folly and abfurdityof thofc ma,w 
vain deities, whom they blindly worlhippcd, explained to tliem that in- 
fimte Being that made and governed tile World, and what indifpenfable 

obligations lie had laid upon all Mankind to worfliip and adore him 

and iiowmudi.he had enforced all former engagements to gratitude and’ 
obedience to repentance and reformation by this laft and beft difpenfi 
V.° n ’ ,. b J le " d ! ng ” S Son to publl,b fo excellent a Religion to the World 
His difcourle however entertained by fome with fcorn and laughter and 
giavely put offby others, yet wanted nota happy influence upon many 
whom it convinced of the reafonablenefs and divinity of the* Chriftian 
I*aith : among whom was our Dionyftue , one of the Judges that fate ud- 
onlnm, and Damans hisM^fforfo *Chryfoftom and Others make herj 
and probably lus whole houfe. An f Author (I confefs I know not by 
wljat Authority ) relates a particular difpute between Dion,fins and 
S. Pan/ concerning the Vnkmvn God, who was God-man was to appear 
the Hrflv 7 to reform the World; this the Apoftle fliewed to be 
the Holy 'Jefus , lately come down from Heaven, and fo fatisfied S Denys 
that he prayed him to inrerceed with Heaven, that he might beful/v 
confirmed in this belief. The next day S. Paul having reftored (win- 
to one that was born blind, charged him to go to Dionyfuts, and by that 
token claim his promife to be Ins Convert; who being amazed at this 
fight, readily renounced his Idolatry, and was with his houfe baptized 
into the Faith of Cl,rift. But I know the credit of myAuthor toS well 

tiJ?V ay 8fC r ft r r ?^P° n Ration, and the rather becaufe I find 
that Baronins himfelf is not willing to venture his Faith upon it. To 
which I might add S. Chryfojtom s obfervation, that the Areopagite was 
convened anv V-W” only by S. Paul’s difeourfe, there being 
no miracle that we know of, that might promote and further it. 6 
BEI NGbaptized, he was, we are (a) told, committed to the care 
and tutorage of S. Hterotheus, to be by him further inftrufted in the Faith 

wfrh An “ 0t ? mUCh ‘? s : nentl0ne ^ b y. ai ?y ° f the Ancients, which creates' 
with me a vehement fulpicion, that it is only a feigned name, and that 
no fuch perfon ever really was in the World. Indled the (h) Greek mI 
naon makes Ium to have been oneof the Nine Senators! the ytrcopw, 
to have been converted by S .Paul, and bvhim made Biflraprf TtfeZ’ 

tvanlTd tH n ° f r t0 a S ,- Drnys ; W Others make him by birth a 
ff, u-ru’ of -Athens, and then travelling into hisownCoun¬ 

try,Bilhopof Segovtam Spain. Andboth I believe with equal truth 
Nor probably had fuch a perfon ever been thought of, hai? there not 
been fome intimations of fuel, .in inftruaorin Dwnyfius his Works con¬ 
firmed by t\vtSchohajts that writ upon him, and Afterwards bv others 
.jvedittoafonmltoy.. As (or S. 

V S- Pm1 for thrce y ears after his Converfion, and then to have 

been 
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been conftituted by him Bilhop of Athens ; lo that it was neceflary it 
feems to pack Hierotheus into Spoilt, that room might be made for him. 
Indeed that Dionyfius was, and that without any affront to S. Hierotheus, 
the firft Bilhop of Athens, weareaffurcd by an Authority that cannot be 
(*) Ai>ud Euf. doubted, (e) Dionyfius the famous Bilhop of Corinth ( who lived not long 
f' EccU c $ c '*' after him} exprefly affirming it ; and (h) Nicephorus adds,what is probable 
e. 23’p. 144 ! enough, that it was done with S. Paul's own hands. I fhall but mention 
his journey to fertifalem to meet the Apoftles, who are (aid to have come 
c.\o.p/167. ^ rom ah parts of the World to be prelent at the laft hours of the Bleffed 
Virgin, and his leveral Vifitationsof the Churches in Phrygia and Achat a, 
to plant or confirm the Faith. 

VII. ALL which, fuppofingthey were true, yet here we muft take 
our leave. For now the Writers of his life generally make him pre¬ 
pare for a much longer journey. Having fetled his affairs at Athens, 
and fubftituted a SuccefTor in his See, he is laid to go to Rowe ( a brief ac¬ 
count of things fhall luffice, where no truth lies at the bottom ) at Rome 
he was dilpatched by S. Clemens into France , where he planted the Faith 
and founded an Epifeopal See at Paris, whence after many years, about 
the ninetieth yea r of bis Age, he returned into the Eajl, to converle with 
S. John at bp befits, thence back again to Paris, where he buffered mar¬ 
tyrdom, and among in. nite other miracles reported of him, he is laid to 
have taken up ins head, after it had been cut off by the Executioners, 
and to have carried it in his hands (an Angel going before, and a# hea¬ 
venly Chorus attending him all the way} for two miles together, till he 
came to the place of his interment, where he gently laid it and himfelf 
d >wn, and was there honourably entombed. This is the fum of a very 
tedious Story. A Story fo Improbable in it felf, fb dire&ly contrary to 
(b) Sdtr. mp. whax{c)Severus Sulphite* affirms, that none were martyred for the Faith in 
*43* Ptance, till the fifth Per fee at ion under the reign of M. Aurelius Antoni - 
nut, that I fhall not fpend much time in its confutation. Efpecially 
when the thing has been unanfwerably done by lb many learned and 
ingenious Men in the C hurch oi Rome, and by none more effectually than 
Sirmond and Launoy who have cleared it beyond all poffibilicies of juft 
exception. 

(i) vfustd. VIII. IN D E E D we find in feveral very ancient (d) Martyrologiesyas 
unToftab. & allb in (>) Gregory Bilhop of Tours, who reports it out of the Alts of 
vii . id. chob. Saturnius the Martyr, that one Dionyfius with Ibme others was lent by 
\ihid. B &. Biffiopof Rome into France in the time of Deems the Emperour, Ann . 
Cipreg.Tmn. Chr . CCL. where he preached the Chriftian Faith, and became Bilhop 
tih'uc.Ta.p. Far is, and after great torments and bufferings, was beheaded for his 

2 6$.Edit,6*. relblute and conftant profeffion of Religion, and accordingly his mar- 
ch ^ n> tyrdom is recorded in the moft ancient Martyrologies , upon a day di- 
ftintt from that of the Athenian Dionyfius , ana the lame miracles 
alcribed to him, that are reported of the other. And that this was 
the firft and true foundation of the Story, I fuppofe no wile Man 
will doubt. Nor indeed is the leaft mention made of any luch thing, 
. I am fure not in any Writer of Name and Note, till the times of 
qu&iimL Charles the Great : Whenf/) Ludovicus Emperour, and King of France 
jufeript.afud wrote to Hilduin Abbot of S. Denys , to pickup what ever Memoirs he 
8»,Uc.uuu eould find concerning him, either in the Books of the Greeks or Lath s, 
or luch Records as they had at home, and todigeft and compile them 
into orderly Trails. He did lo, and furnilhed out a very large and par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular relation, which was quickly improved and defended by Hinenur 
Bilhop of Rhemes Scholar to Hilduin, and Anatlafms, BMiothecmus of 
Rome, to whom the Greek Writers of that and the following Ages rea¬ 
dily gave their Vote and Suffrage. Nor has a late (a) Author mud? men- WJ.mmi w; 

ma . ttcr 111 point of Antiquity, who tells us that in a convention td E f‘t- 
of Bill,ops in France held Ann. DCCCXXV. ten years before Hilduin ZZlm- 
wrote his Areopagttics, mention is made of S. Dionyfius his being fent into M* 

France by Clemens S. Peter's SuccefTor. For we can eafily allow that 
there might about that time be feme blind and obfeure Tradition, though 
the fragment of the Synod, which he there produces, fpeaks notone jfyffa- 
ble or this Dionyfius his being the Areopagite , or having any relation to A- 
thens. In Ihoit the cafe feems plainly this: 

IX. HlLDVItV foon by his potent Patron, partly that he might exalt 
the honour of France, partly to advance the reputation of his particular 
Convent, finding an obfeure Dionyfius to have been Bifliop of Paris re¬ 
moves him an Age or two higher, and makes him the fame with him of 
Athens, a perlon of greater honour and veneration, and partly from the 
Records, partly from the Traditions currant among themfelves, draws up 
a formal account of him from firft to laft; adding ’tis like what he thought 
good of his own, to make up the Story. Theft Commentaries of his, 
we luppoie, were quickly conveyed to Rome, where being met with 
by the Greeks, who came upon frequent Embaffies to that See about that 
time, they were carried over to Conjlantinople, out of which Methodius 
(who had himfelf been Aprocrifiarius or EmbafTador from Nicephorus the 
Greek Patriarch to Pope Pafchal at Rome, and after infinite troubles was 
advanced to the Patriarch at of Conjlantinople , ) furnifhes himfelf with 
materials to write the life of Dionyfius: for that he had them notout of 
the Records of Ins own Church is plain, in that when Hilduin fet upon 
compofing his Areopagitics, he exprefly fays, (*) that the Greeks had writ- 
ten nothing concerning the Martyrdom of 9. Denys, the particulars Llidov - Im pu. 
whereof by rcalon of the vaft diftance, they could not attain. Out of 
Hildmn therefore, or at leaft fome reports of that time, Methodius muft 
needs derive his intelligence; but moft probably from Hilduin, between 
whofe relation and that of Methodius , there is fo exad an agreement 
not only in particular paftages, but oft-times in the very fame words, 
as (c) Monfimr Launoy has demonftrated by a particular collation. Me- (ORtfpo.uif. 
thodius Ins Trade was by the Greek Embalfadors quichly brought from cl, F- ca P. 9 > 
Conjlantinople to Rome, where (A) Anajlafms confeffes lie met with it,Iran- U 
Hated it into Latin , and thence tranfinitted it into France, where it was ro!t ' 
read, owned, and published by ( e) Hincmar , as appears by his Epiftle to a / ,,d f ur ‘ Ibi(t - 
Charles the Emperour. Where he plainly tells us, that no fooner had he [A <;«< 
read this Life written by Methodius, but he found it admirably to agree 
with what he had read in his Youth ( he means I doubt not, the Writings S. 
of Hilduin ) by whom and how the Acts of S. Denys and his companions 
came to the knowledge of the Romans, and thence to the notice of the 
Greeks. This is the moft likely pedigree and procedure of the Story 
that I can think of; and from hence how eafie was it for the after-Wri- 
ters both of the Wejlern and the Eajlern Church to fmallow down a 
Story, thus plaufibly fitted to their tafte? Nor had the Greeks any rea- 
Ion ovei-nicely to examine, or reje£t what made fb much for the ho¬ 
nour of their Church and Nation, and feemedto lay not France only, 
but the whole Wejlern Church under an obligation to them, for furnilh- 

ing 
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mg them with fo great and excellent aperfon. But to return to our 
Dianyjw. 

X. THOUGH we cannot doubt but that he behaved himfelf with 
all diligence and fidelity in the difeharge of his Office ; yet becaufe the 
.Ancients have conveyed down no particulars to our hands, we fhall 
not venture upon reports of falfe, or at beft doubtful credit. No¬ 
thing of certainty can be recovered of him, more than what Ariflides 
the Chriftian Phitofopher ( who himfelf lived, and was probably born at 
Athens, not long after Didnyfius) relates in the * Apology which he pub- 
lifhed for the Chriftian Religion, that after a moil: refelute and eminent 
confeffion of the Faith, after having undergone feveral of the fevereft 
kinds of torment, he gave the laft and great teftimony to it, by laying 
down his life. This was done, asismoft probable, under the Reign of 
Domitian, as is confeifed (betray’d into it by afecret inftinft of truths 
by Abbot Hilduin, Methodius, and their followers; while others extend 
it to the times of Trajan others to the Reign of Adrian, who entered 
upon the Empire Ann . CXVII. partly that they might leave room enough 
for the account which they give of him, partly to preferve the Authori¬ 
ty of his Writings, wherein a paflage is cited out of Ignatius his Epiftles, 
written juft before his Martyrdom,^/?#. CVII. The Reader I hope will 
not expeft from me an account of the miracles laid to be done by him 
either before or fince his death, or of the fierce contefts that are be¬ 
tween feveral places in the Roman Church concerning his Reliques. 
One paflage however I fhall not omit. In a Village in Luxemburg not 
far from Treves is a Church dedicated to S. Denys, wherein is kept his 
Scull, at leaft a piece of it, on the Crown whereof there is a white Crofs 
while the other parts of the Scull are black. This, common Tradition, 
and feme f Authors to avouch it, will have to be made, when S. Paul laid 
his hands upon himathisconfecration. Which if fb, I have no more 
to obferve, but that Orders ( which the Church of Rome make a Sacra¬ 
ment) did here even in a literal fenfe confer an indeleblc character and 
mark upon him. 

XI. HIS 'tutt©* cw/xa/n^-) the fhape and figure of his Body is by the 
* Greek Menton thus defcribed : he was of a middle feature, flender, fair, 
but inclining to palenels, his nofe gracefully bending, hollow-eyed with 
fhort eye-brows, his ear large, his hair thick and white, his beard mo¬ 
derately long, but very thin. For the image of his mind exprefled in 
his difeourfes, and the excellent conduct of his life, the Greeks accord¬ 
ing to their magnifying humour as well as language, beftow moft hyper¬ 
bolical elogies and commendations on him. Theyftile him, ie&tpoivlopct, 
$ rtfS cLTro^nnwv $reu£pv, the Sacred Interpreter and contemplator of hid¬ 
den and unfpeakable myfteries, and an unfearchable depth of heavenly 

knowledge \ rpidSixov SreoAoytv, nm iirtp hvotav ^(coTnoitov ^aptaptetroov $ro- 
(poQfiv opyavov, the Trinity-Divine, the divine inftrument of thofe enlive¬ 
ning graces that are above all comprehenfion. They fay of him that his 
life was wonderful, his difeourle more wonderful; his tongue full of 
light, his mouth breathing an holy fire; but his mind dxpiCw S-eoetlev*.- 
7(^, moft exactly like to God; with a great deal more of the like na¬ 
ture up and down their Offices. And certainly were the notions 
which he has given us of the Cceleftial Hierarchy and Orders of An¬ 
gels, and the things of that fupramundane State , as clear and cer¬ 
tain, as feme would perfwade us, he might deferve that title which 

(a) others 
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(a) others give him yflepu^iov >j vix-wov hm v&ivv, the Wing, or the Bird of 
Heaven. ° tsMbtb.Epif/. 

XII. THE great and evident demonftration of his Wifdom and Elo- 
qucnce, we are told ( b), are the works which he left behind him, theNc- J 
tions and Language wherewith they are cloathed, being fo lofty and fob- 
lime, as are Icarcely capable to be the ifliie of a meer mortal Creature. WjAid.invoce 
Books infinitely intricate and perplext ( as our Countryman (c) Johannes 
S cot us, who firft tranflated them mo Latino, tells us) far beyond the Wu.^c'Z'. 
reach of Modern apprehenfion , and which few are able to pierce 
into, both for their Antiquity , and fublimenefs of thofe Heavenly 
Myfteries, whereof they treat. A work fb grateful to all Ipecula- Rtfao.vp. 
tive Enquirers, into the natures of things, and the more abftrufe and F f lKliibirn - 
recondite parts of Learning, that ( if Saidas fay true; feme of the P ' 5r 
Heathen Philofephers, and particularly Proclus, often borrows not 
only his notions, but his very words and Ph rafts from him ; whence 
he fufpefts, that feme of the Philofephers at Athens ftole tllofe Books 
of his mentioned in the Epiftle Dedicatory to S. Timothy, and which 
now are wanting, and publiilied them under their own names. But 
had I been to make the conjeflure, I fhould rather have fulpebted 
that this Pfeudo-Dionyfins fetched his fpeculations, and good parts of his 
expreflions from Plotinus, Jamblicns, and the reft of the later Plato- 
mjts.' For certainly one egg is not more like another, than this mans Divi¬ 
nity is like the I heology of that School, efpecially as explained by the 
Philofephers who lived in the firft Ages of Chriftianity. That our 
Dionyfius was not the Author of the Books at this day extant under his 
name, I fhall not concern my felt to fhew. For however it be conten¬ 
ded for by many with all imaginable Zealand ftirfiiefs, yet want, there 
not thofe, and men of note, even in the Roman Communion, who clear¬ 
ly difown and deny it; as among the Reformed it has been largely dis¬ 
proved by many, and by none with greater learning and indutfry than 
Monftenr Daille, who has faid whatever is necelfary, if not more than 
enough upon this Argument: though as to the date of their birth and 
firft appearance, when he thrufts them down to the fixtli Century, lie 
takes fomewhat off from the Antiquity, which may with probability be 
allowed them. 

XIII. WHO was the particular Author of thefe Books, isiloteafie 
to determine. Among the feveral conjectures about this matter, none 
methinks deferves a fairer regard, than what (d) Laurent ias Valla tells us CD Ami Art 
feme learned Greeks of his time conceived, that it was Apollinaris , but , 7 . Ap0 ^' c ‘ 
whether Father or Son, it matters not, both being Men of parts, and of 
the fame ftrain and humour, dixtpdn^pi ty^Umnoov Aoyjov d\ddaxef.Aoi (e), both CO Socat. h. 
of them Mafters in all the learning of the Greeks, though of the two the Ec • l - 
Son was moft likely to be the Man. Certain it is, that Apollinaris was M<?0 * 

TrgpS mtvtoSbovrlui eifymv, x) Aoyav t <hctv as (J) Sozomen do (£) H.Eccl.l.q. 

feribeshim, trained up to all forts of Learning, and skilled in the artifi- 
ces and frames of Words and Speeches, and (g) S. Bafil fays of him,that be- 
ing indued with a facility of writing upon any Argument, joynedwitha lxxiv!>. 
great readinefs and volubility of Language, he filled the World with his 125 * r<w * 2 ' 
Books: though even in his Theologic Tracis he fought not to efta- 
blilhthem by Scripture-proofs, but from humane arguments and ways 
of reafoning : Sii%upl£e!o p <n> Sbyug. m/x£, bx. dm fiirS ccAA dm (h) Lmt.de 
voids, as (jt) another alfo fays of him. He was born and bred at Alexan - S A A #- IV * 

L dria h * 445 * 
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dria ( than which no place more famous for Schools of Humane Learning, 
efpecially the profcllion of the Platonic Philofophy )• and afterwards 
lived at Loadicea , where he was Id intimately familiar with the Gentile- 
Philofothers , that Theodotus Bifhop of the place forbad him ( though in 
vain ) any longer to keep company with them, fearing left he mHitbe 
perverted to Paganifm \ as afterwards George his Succellor excommuni¬ 
cated him for his infolent contempt in doing it. This is laid to have 
given the fird occalion to his flatting afide from the Orthodox Do¬ 
ctrines of the Church For relenting it as an high affront, and being 
( ; 0 swat.ib. ry ev ( >j>id jii <n<pipx.u ?,oyv $appw(a) 9 prompted with a bold conceit of 
p.161. his Sophiflical Wit, and fubtil ways of rcafoning, he began to innovotc 
in matters of Do£trine, and fet up a Sed after his own name. And 
certainly whoever throughly confiders Jpollinaris his principles, as 
(b)Socv.it.toe. they arereprefented by (b) Socrates,i(c) Sozomon, (d) Theodore tfc)Raft l and 

dta. , (f) Epiphanies , will find many of them to have a great affinity with the 

Tfs'-otx Platonic notions, and fome of them not un-akin to thofe in Dionyfius his 
E;>. dr Books, and that as to the Dodrine of the Trinity they were ri^ht in the 

rrfiodor. main > which (& Socrates particularly tells us the Jpodinarians confefled to 
/. s. c. 3 . p. be confubflantial. To which I add, what a learned (/,) Man of our own 
bas obferved upon this argument, that Jpollinaris and his flowers were 
,Vr. " ‘ guilty of forging Ecclefiaflical Writings, which they faflned upon Gre- 


(.) B ifil. ■■■bi 

py. 


(h. St. Sul 

fwer Crcir. XIV. I T makes the conjedure look yet more favourable, that there 
^Tn' , 2 ' Wils one C k) Diony(ins, a friend probably of Jpollinaris , to whom he is 
laid to have written that famous Epiflle that went under the name of 
Pope ''juhus: and then among his own Scholars he had a Timotheus 

„;; .' ( condemned together with his Mailer by (l) Damafus , and the Synod at 

- ' V Rome) fo that they might eafily enough takeoccafion from their own 
wiatconc" t0 vent theu< conceptions under the more venerable names of thofe an- 
Tom. 4. col. cient and Apollolic perfons. Or, which is more probable, Jpollinaris 
mrt'od.H. bimfelt fowell verfed in the arts of counterfeiting, might from them 
Ee l. i.e.s), take the hint to compofeand publifii them under the name of tlieaii- 
10 . f. 212. dent Dionyfms. Nor indeed could he likely pitch upon a name more 
favourable and agreeable to hispurpofe, a Man born in the very Center 
of Learning and Eloquence, and who might eafily be fuppofed to be 
bred up in all the Inflitutions of Philofophy, and in a peculiar manner 
acquainted with the Writings and Theorems of Plato and his followers, 
fo famous, fo generally entertained in that place. And there will be 
c m^ocrat.i.y the more reafon to believe it flill, when we confider that, (m) Jpollinaris 
c. \6.p. 187. reduced the Gofpels and the Writings of the Apoflles into the form 
of Dialogues in imitation of Plato among the Greeks. And then for the 
flile, which is very lofty and atfeded, we noted before how peculiarly 
qualified Jpo linaris was with a quick invention of words, and a Sophi- 
{n)so\om.L6. flical way of Speech, and the (n) Hidorian obferves that the great inii-u- 
c.2$. p. 6 72. ment by which he let on foot his Herefie, and wherein he hau a lingular 
talent, was -ri;vr» Ao'^i-, artificial Schemes of Words, and f ibtle wavs 
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the Heathens. In imitation of Homer he writ Heroic Poems of the Hi- 
flory of the old Teflamenttill the Reign of Saul, Comedies after the man¬ 
ner of Menander , Tragedies in imitation of Euripides , and Odes in im ita¬ 
tion of Pindar: hecompofed Divine Hymns, that were public^ Hi.6.c. 25.;. 
in the Churches of his Separation, and Songs which Men iiiiw b ; 7 m 67 u 
their Feafls and at their Trades, and even Women at their DhlaT By 
this means he was admirably prepared for lofty and Poetic drains * 
and might be eafily tempted, efpecially the matter admitting it, to give 
way to wanton and luxuriant fancy in the choice, compofition, and ufe 
of words. And certainly never was there a dranger heap (/few 7 ro - 
Maximus himfelf calls it ) of fublime, adeded, bombad and 
Poetic phrafes, than is to be met with in thefe Books attributed to Saint 
Denys. 

XV. IF it Ihall be enquired, why a Man fhould after fo much pains 
chufe to publilli his Labours rather under another mans name than his own* 
there needs no other anllver, than that this has been an old Trade, which 
fome men have taken up, either becaufe ’twas their humour to lay their 
own Children at others Mens doors, or to decline the centime which the 
notions they publiihcd were likely to expofe them to, or principally to con¬ 
ciliate the greater elteem and value for them, by thruding them forth un¬ 
der the name of thofe, for whom the World has a jud regard and vene¬ 
ration. As for Morftcur DaillPs conjecture, that the reafon why feveral DeS rhtDio* 
learned Volumes were written and fadned upon the Fathers of the an- wfc.f.p. 
cient Church, was to vindicate them from that common imputation of 82 

th zGcntilcs, who were wont to charge the Chridians for being a rude 
and illiterate generation, whofe Books are dudbd with nothing but 
plain fimple Doitrines, and who were drangers to all kind of Learning 
and Eloquence ; that to obviate this objedion, feveral took upon them 
to compofe Books full of Learning and Philofophy which they publifb- 
ed under the names of the fird Preachers and Propagators of the Chridi- 
an Faith, and that this particularly Was the cafe of the Recognitions af- 
cribed to Clemens , and the Writings attibuted to Dionyfms : The fird 
I grant very likely and rational, the Recognitions being probably writ¬ 
ten about the fecond Century, when fas appears from C elf us his Book 
againd the Chridians ; this objedion was mod rife, and when few learn¬ 
ed difcourfes had been publiihcd by them : But can by no means allow 
it as the fecond, Dionyfms his Works being written long after the Learn¬ 
ing and Eloquence of the Chridians had fufficiently approved it felfto 
the Woid, tothefhame and convidion, the envy and admiration 
of its gieated Enemies. And there was far lefs need of them for this 
purpole, if it be true what Daille himfelf fo confidently afferts, andfoear- 
nedly contends for, that they were not written till the beginning of the 
fixth Century, about the Year DXX. when there were few learned Gen¬ 
tiles left to make this objedion, Heathenifm being almod wholly banifhed 
out of the civilized World. 

XVI. BUT whoever was their genuine Parent, or upon what account 

loever lie wiote them, it is plain, that he laid the foundation of a mydi- 
cal and unintelligible Divinity among Chridians, and that hence proceed¬ 
ed all thole wild Roficrucean notions, which fome Men are fo fond of 
and the life and pradice whereof they cry up as the very Soul and per- 
* . • n* 1 ** ^ e . State. And that this Author does immediately 1 

minider to this defign, let the Reader judge by one indance, and I affure 

L 2 him 
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him ’tis none of the moft obfeure and intricate paflages in thefe Books. 
I have let it down in its own Language as well as ours, not being confi¬ 
dent of my own verfion ( though cxprelTed word for word ; ) for I pre¬ 
tend to no great faculty in tranflating what I do not underftand. Thus 
then he difeourfes concerning the knowledge of 
God. God ( faith he) is known in all things, and 
without all things: heisknmnby knowledge, and 
by ignorance : there is both a cogitation of him, and 
a word, and afcience, and a touch, and a fenfe, and 
an opinion , and an imagination , and a name, and all 
K cuin 77 ovmv, h wi ov-mv other things ', and yet he is neither thought, nor 
T" %' * r if”* ftoken, nor named. He is not any thing of thofe 
til illTTJ 5 "X 7 f S’< tbpS 1 that are,nor is he known in my of the things 

A ^v. Keti &V aZtof « ZciorJ v, ™ ©«« that are \ he is both all things in all,, and nothing in 
7 ¥ Snt, >5 c Si dy/aeias yivamfM*, x? $ nothing', out of all things he is known to all, and out 
x?f?' y*y ivaav Z-mt « k»V $7 ormv imv of nothing to nothing. Thefe are the things which 
nrev ’€ 7 r« 7 tt $ imitzv <e?H f, r we rightly difeourfe concerning God. And this a- 
KsBpilw dx-nnv, iwtov £ in if f dn gain is the mojl divine knowledge of God, that which 

"k”°™hy~, according to the union that 
is above underjtanding ; when the mind getting at 
a difiance from all things that are, and having difmiffed it felf, is united to 
thofe fuper-illuftrious Beams, from whence and where it is enlightnedin the un+ 
fathomable depth of wifdom. More of this and the like ftuff is plentifully 
fcattered up and down thefe Books. And if this be not mylheal and 
profound enough, I know not what is; and which certainly any Man 
but one well verfed in this fort of Theology, would look upon as a 
ftrange j fargon of nonfenfe, and contradi&ion. And yet this is the 
height of devotion and piety, which feme Men earneftly prefs after, and 
wherein they glory. As if a Man could not truly underftand the myfte- 
ries of Religion, till he had refigned his reafon ; nor be a Chriftian, with¬ 
out firft becoming an Enthufiaft; nor be able to fpeak fenfe, unlefs in a 
Language which none can underftand. 
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De Ecclefia Hierarchia . I. 

De Myftica Theologia . I. 

EpijloU ad Caium . IV. 

Ad Dorothcum* I. 


Ad Sofipatrum . 

Ad Polycarpum . 

Ad Demophilum . 

Ad Titum. 

Ad Joannem Evangelijlam, 
Ad ApoUophanetn. 


Epftola I. 

I. 


I. 

I. 

I. 

L 
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His birth-place, his Parents, Kjndred, Education , and Converfm to Chr'r* 
fiianity noted out of the Books extant under his name . His relation to 
the Imperial Family {hewed to be a miftakt* His being made Bijhop ef 
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Rome. The great confufion about thefirfi Bifljops of that See. A probabl* 
account endeavoured concerning the Order ofS. Clemens his SucceJJion , and 
the reconciling it with the times of the other Bijhops. What account given 
of him in the ancient Epiftle to St. James. Clemens his appointing Nota¬ 
ries to write the Alts of the Martyrs, and difpatching Mejfengers to propa¬ 
gate the Gofpel. The Schifm in the Church of Corinth; and Clemens his 
Epijtle tot hat Church. An enquiry into the time when that Epijtle was 
written . The Perfecution under Trajan. His proceeding againjl the He- 
teriss. Afhort relation of St. Clemens his troubles out of Simeon Meta- 
phraftes. His Banifljment to Cherftm. Damnatio ad Metalla , what. 
The great fuccefs of his Mini fry in the place of his exile. St. Clemens his 
Martyrdom , and the kind of it. The anniverfary miracle reported on the 
day of his Jolernnity. The time of his Martyrdom. His genuine Wri¬ 
tings. Hts Eptjlle to the Corinthians: the commendations given of it by 
the Ancients. Its Style and Char abler. The great modefty and humility 
that appears in it. The fragment of his fecond Epijtle. Suppofttitious 
Writings. The Recognitions; their fever al titles, and different editions. 
Their Antiquity, what. A conjecture concerning the Author of them. The 
cenftires of the Ancients concerning the corrupting of them, conpdered. The 
Epijtle to St. James. 


(0 Vi*. &'• 

mnt. Concil. 
Tom. i, col. 74. 


(b)Rico,s».l. 7. 
ft. 8. p.476. 
Cltm. Homil. 
12n.iy.678. 

Epitom.n.76y. 
781 .Edit.Pa- 
rif. 



who 


T makes not a little for the honour of this Ve¬ 
nerable Apoftolical Man, (for of him all 
antiquity underftands it) that he was Eellow- 
labourer with St. Paul, and one of thofe, whofe 
names were written in the Book of Life. He was 
born at Rome , upon Mount Ccelius , as , befides 
others, the (a ) Pontifical under the name of 
Damajus , informs us. His Fathers name was 
he was, and what his Profeflion and courle 


Faujtinus, but 

of life is not recorded. Indeed in the Book of the Recognitions 
and the ™ Kawj 4 J™<* ( mentioned by the Ancients, and lately publilhed ) 
we have more particular accounts concerning him : Books which 
however falfly attributed to S. Clemens , and liable in fome cafes to juft 
exception, yet being of great Antiquity in the Church, written not long 
after the Apoftolic Age (as we fhall Ihew hereafter ) wefhall thence 
derive fome few notices to our purpole, though we cannot abfolutely en¬ 
gage for the certainty of them. There we find St. Clemens brought in, 
giving this account of himfelf. 

II. HE (b) was defended of a noble race, fprung from the family of the 
Cafars, his Father Faujtinianius, or Faujtusy being near a kin to the Em¬ 
peror ( I fuppofe Tiberius ) and educated together with him, and by his 
procurement matched with Mattidia, a Woman of a prime Family in 
Rome. Hewastheyoungeft of three Sons, his two elder Brothers be¬ 
ing Faujtinus and Faujtus, who after changed their Names for Nicetas and 
Aquila. His Mother, a Woman it ferns ofexquifite Beauty, was by her 
husbands own Brother ftrongly folicited to unchaft embraces. To avoid 
whole troublefome importunities, and yet loth to reveal it to her huf- 
band, left it Ihould break out to the difturbance and dilhonour of their 
Family, Ihe found out this expedient: Ihe pretended to her husband 
that Ihe was warned in a dream together with her two eldeft Sons to de¬ 
part for fome time from Rome. He accordingly fentthemto refideat- 

Athens 
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Athens, for the greater conveniency of their Education, But hearing 
nothing of them, though he lent Meflengers on purpole every year, he 
reiolved at laft to go himftlf in purfuit of them ; which he did, leaving 
his youngeft Son, then twelve years of age, at home, under the care of Tu¬ 
tors and Guardians. (a) St. Clemens grew up in all manly Studies, and {*) Recog».i.r. 
vertuous a£b >ns, till falling under lome great diftatisfa&ions of mind con- 392 f’ 

cerningthe immortality of the Soul, and the ftate of the other Life, he Epiji'.flf 
applied himfelf to iearch more narrowly into the nature and the truth 
of things. After having baffled all his own Notions, he betook himfelf 
to the Schools of the Pliilolophers, where he met with nothing but fierce « 
contentions, eivllels dilputes, lophiftical and uncertain arts of realoning ; 
thence he reiolved to conlult the Egyptian Hierophant<e, and to lee if he 
could meet with any who by arts of Magic was able to fetch back one of 
thole who were departed to the invifible World, the very fight of whom 
might fatislie his curious enquiries about this matter. While he was under 
this fufpenle, he heard of the Son of God his appearing in the World, 
and the excellent Doftrine he had publilhed in Judaa, wherein he was 
further inltrutteu bv the Miniftry of St. Barnabas, who came to Rome. 

Him he followed firft to Alexandria, and thence after a iittle time to Jn- 
daa. Arriving at Cafaria lie met St. Peter , by whom he was inftrudted 
and Baptized, whole Companion and Diftiple he continued for a great 
part of his life. 

III. T HIS is the fum of what I thought good to borrow from thole am 
dent Writings. As tor his Relations, what various miladventures his 
Father and Mother, and his two Brothers foverally met with, by what 
ftrange accidents they all afterwards met together, were converted and 
Baptized into the Chriftian Faith, I omit, partly as lels proper to my 
purpole, paitly bee.tuft it looks more like a dramatic Scene of Fancy, 
than a true and real Hiftory. As to that part of the Account of his be¬ 
ing related to the Impeiial Family , though it be more than once and 
again confidently afferted by (fi) Nicephorus ( who tranftribes a good part 
of the Story) and by (t) others before him, yet I cannot but behold it as K'f 
an evident rmftake, anling from no other Fountain than the Story of «. <*• 1V. ?! 
Fhvm<Clemens the Conful, who was Coufin-german to the Emperour richer 
Damn ian f and his Wife Flavia Domitilla near a kin alio to the Empe- Lug.advJitrU 
rour ; concerning whole Converfion to, and Martyrdom for the Faith of anAt c6ntem P* 
Chrift , we have {d) elfewhere given an account from the Writers of 
thole 'l imes. Probable it is, that Sc. Clemens for the main attended St. Pe- PauL a P- p - 
ters motions, and came with him to Rome, where he had at laft the Go- cumZcl 
vernment of that Church committed to him. (<r) Dorothe a tells us, that he rinth - 
was the firft of the Gentiles that embraced the Chriftian Faith, and that ctoff 
he was firft made Bilhop of Sardica, a City in Thrace, afterwards called CO Synof at 
Triaditza, and then of Rome . But herein I think he ftands alone, lam B'ifppr 
Pure has none of the Ancients to joyn with him; unlefs he underftands 
it of another Clemens, whom the (/) Chronicon Alexandrinnm alfo makes (D^nm.AUx, 
one of the LXX Difciples, but withal feems to confound with ours. h 5 ° 8 ’ 
That he was Bifhopof Rome, there is an unanimous and unqueftionable 
agreement of all ancient Writers, though they ftrangely vary about the 
place and order of his coming to it. The Writers of the Roman 
Church, how great words foever they fpeak of the conftant and uninter¬ 
rupted fuccefflon of St. P ciePs Chair, are yet involved in an inextricable 
labyrhftlTctbout the Succefflon of the four firft Bilhops of that See, 

fcarce 
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foarce two of them of any note bringing in the fame account. I fhall not 
attempt to accommodate the difference between the leveral Schemes that 


(a)Adv.//.trif. 

3- M3 a. 
(6} Epiph.Hx- 

rtf. XXVII. 
51. vid. Ham. 
DiJJirt.V. c. l. 
p. 2$ 6. 

CO Cai. adiL 

Procul & m 
(dj Dionyf.Ep. 
ad. Rom. apnd 
Euf(b.l.2,e. 25. 
p. 68. 


are given in, but only propole what 1 conceive mod likely and 
probable* 

IV. EVIDENT it is both from (a) Irenaus and ( [b ) Epipbanius, as alfb 
before them from (cJCaius an ancient Writer, and from (d^Dionvfius Bilhop 
of Corinth* that Peter and Paul jointly laid the foundations of the Church 
of Rome, and are therefore equally (filed Bifliops of it, the one as Apojlle 
of the Gentiles , ( as we may probably fuppofe ) taking care of the Gentile 
Chriftians, while the other as the Jpojlle of the Circumcifion , applied him- 
lelf to the Jetvijh Converts at Rome. For we cannot imagine , that, 
there being fuch chronical and inveterate prejudices between the Jews and 
Gentiles , elpecially in matters of Religion, they lhould be fuddenly laid 
afide , and both enter-common in one public Society. We know that 
in the Church of Jerufalem till the deftrudlion of the Temple, none were 
admitted but Jewifb C onverts : and fo it mignt be at firft at Rome , where 
infinite numbers of Jews then refided, they might keep themfelvesfor 
Ibme time in diffi.iCf affembiies, the one under St. Paul, the other under 
Peter . And fome foundation for fuch a conje£ture there feems to be 


even in the Apo(lo(ic Hiftory, where St. Luke tells us, that St. P Wat his 
Aa.28 23,24, firft coming to Rome being rejected by the Jews turned to the Gentiles, 
a$> a 8, 2 s>, 31. declaring to them the falvation of God , who glacliy heard and enter¬ 
tained it, and that lie continued thus Preaching the Jjngdom of God, and 
receiving ad that came in unto him for two years together . This I look upon as 
the firitletled foundation of a Gentile Church at Rome, the further care 
and prefidency whereof St. Paul might devolve upon Linus ( whom the 
interpolated Ignatius makes fiis Deacon or Minilf er ) as St. Peter having 
eftablilhed a Church ot'Jewi/b Converts might turn it over to St. Clemens , 
(t) Di Trie* of whom (r) Tertullian expreily lays, that Peter Ordained him Bilhop of 
f e ip 2 Rome ‘ Accordingly the Compiler of the (/) Apojlolic Confiitutions makes 

Linus to be Ordained Bilhop of Rome by St. Paul, and Clemens by St. Pe- 
ter. He lays indeed that Linus was the firft, and lb he might very well 
be, feeing St. Paul ( whatever the Modern Writers of that Church fay 
to the contrary ) wasfome confidcrable time at Rome , before St. Peter 
came hither. Linus dying, was probably fucceeded by C let ns or Anacle- 
tus ( for the Greeks , and doubtlefe moft truly, generally make him the 
lameperfon) in his diftind capacity. At which time Clemens, whom 
St. Peter haa Ordained to be his Succeffor, continued to ad as Prefident 
over the Church of JewiJh Converts: and thus things remained till the 
death of C let us, when the difference between Jew and Gentile being quite 
worn off, the entire Prefidency and Government of the whole Church 
of Rome might devolve upon St. Clemens as the fiirviver ; and from this 
period of time, the years of his Epilcopacy, according to the common 
computation, are to begin their date. By this account, not only that of (g) 
vom/iibfil Op tatus anc * t ^ ie W BucherianCatalogue may be true, who make Clemens 
p. 28*. ’ ’ to follow Linus, but alfb that of Baronius and many of the Ancients, who 

,b) A.Bucbir . make both Linus and Cletus to go before him, as we can allow tbev did 
in 1 vi^can. as Bifhops and Pallors of the Gentile Church. A s for a more diftind and 
ptfh. c. 1 *. p. particular account of the Times, I thus compute them; Peter and Paul fuf- 
8 9 * fered Martyrdom in the Neronian Perlecution ( as we have ellewhere 
probably (hewed ) Ann. LXV. After which Linus late twelve yeais, four 
months, and twelve days: Cletus twelve years, one ( but as Baronius, le- 
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venj months, and eleven days, which between them make XXV years 
and extend to Ann. Chr. XC. after which if we add the nine years' 
eleven months, and twelve days, wherein Clemens late foie Bilhop over 
that whole Church, they fall in exaftly with the third year of Trajan 
the time affigned for his Martyrdom, by Eufebius, Hierom, Dnmaf us, and 
many others. Or it with Petavius, Recciolus , and fome others, we affirm 
the Martyrdom of P eter and Paul, Ann. LX VII. two years later the 
computation will Hill run more linooth andeafie, and there will be’time 
enough to be allowed for the odd months and days affigned by the dif¬ 
ferent accounts, and to make the years of their Pontifical compleat and 
full. Nor caul think of anyway, confidering the great*intricacy and 
perplexity of the thing, that can bid fairer for an eafie folution of this 
matter. For granting Clemens to have been ordained by S. Peter for his 
Succeffor, (as leveral of the Ancients expreily affirm; and yet withal 
(what is evident enough; that he died not till Ann. Chr. C.Traj.Ill it 
will be very difficult to find any way fo proper to reconcile it. As for 
that fancy of* Epipbanius, that Clemens might receive impofition of hands * cmr.cam- 
from Peter, but refufed the aftual exercile of the Epifcopal Office fo cm Hmf ' 
long as Linus and Cletus lived: lie only propofes it as a conjeaJre , 
founded meerly upon a nuftaken paffage of Clemens in his Epiffle to the f i(l - adc °- 
Corinthians, and confeffes ’tis a thing wherein he dare not be pofitive not ^ h * P ' 
being confident whether it were fo or no. 9 


; , , , 1 wiirccn to James the Brother of 

our Lord, under the name of our St Clemens, be admitted as a competent 
evidence, there we find not only that Clemens was conftituted Bilhop bv 
S. Peter, but with what formality the whole affair was tran&aed. It 
te Is us that the Apoftle fenfible of his approaching diffolution, prefented 
Clemens before the Church as a fit perfon to be his Succeffor- the eood 
Man with all imaginable modelly declined die honour, which S Peter in 
a long difeourfe urged upon him, and let out at large the particular du¬ 
ties both of Minilrers in their refpeftive Orders and Capacities as alfo 
of the People; which done, he laid his hands upon him, and compelled 
him to take his feat. How he adminiftred this great but difficult Pro¬ 
vince, the Ecclefiaftical Records give us very little account. The Au¬ 
thor of the * Pontifical that fathers himfelf upon Pope Damafus tells us 
that he divided Rome into feven Regions, in each of which he appointed 
a Notary, who lhould diligently enquire after all the Martyrs that buf¬ 
fered within his divifion, and faithfully record the Afts of their Mar 
tyrdom. I confefs the credit of this Author is not good enough abfo- 
lutely to rely upon his fingle tellimony in matters fo remote and diftant • 
though we are otherwife fufficiently affured, that the cuftom of Nota¬ 
ries taking the Speeches, Afts, and Sufferings of the Martyrs did obtain 
in the early ages of the Church. Befides this, we are told by others 
that he difpatched away feveral perfons to preach and propagate the 
Chnllian Religion in thofe Countries, whither the found of the°Golpel 
had not yet arrived. Nor did he only concern himfelf to propagate 
Chriftiamty, where it wanted; but to preferve the peace of thofe Church-s 
where it was already planted. For an unhappy Scliilm having broken 
out in the Church of Corinth, they Pent to Rome to enquire his ad¬ 
vice and affiftance in it, who in the name of the Church, whereof he 
was Governour, wrote back an incomparable Epiffle to them, to com- 
pofe and quell, fuxddv % as f lie calls it, that impious and do- 

^ min a hie 
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minable Sedition that was ariten among them. And indeed there teems 
to have been a more intimate and friendly intercourte between thefe two 
Churches in thole times, than between any other mentioned in the 
Writings of the Church. The exatt time of writing this Epiftle is not 
known, the date of it not being certainly determinable by any notices of 
Antiquity, or any intimations in the Epiftle it felf. The conjecture that 
lias obtained with fome of moft note and learning is, that it was writ¬ 
ten before the deftruCtion of Jerufdem, while the Temple and the Levi- 
tied miniftration were yet /landing. W hich they colled , I fuppofc, 
ibid.pag.^. from a * paffage, where he fpeaks of them in the prefent tente. hut who¬ 
ever impartially confiders the place , will find no neceflary foundation 
for fuch an inference, and that S. Clemens his defign was only to illuftrate 
his Argument, and to Ihew the realbnablenels oi obterving thole parti¬ 
cular Stations and Miniftries which God has appointed us, by alluding 
to the Ordinances of the Mofaic Inftitution. To me it teems moft proba¬ 
ble to have been written a little after the Pertecution under Domitian , 
and probably not long before Clemens his exile. For excufing the no 
f A. pag. i. fooner anfwering the Letters of the Church of Corinth , he f tells them it 
was 6\d ttfMv ov(jL<po£sii $ 'B^7rTcdo-«5, by realbn of thotecalami- 

ties and fad accidents that had happened to them. Now plain it is, that 
no Pertecution had been railed againft the Chriftians, efpecially at Rome, 
from the time of Nero till Domitian. As for Mr. Young s conjedure from 
this place, that it was written in the time of his banilhment; he forgot 
to confider that the Epiftle was written not in Clemens his own name, but 
in the perlon of the Church of Rome. A circumftance that renders the 
place incapable of being particularly applied to him. 

VI. B Y a firm patience and prudent care he weathered out the 
ftormy and troublelome times of Domitian, and the fhort but peaceable 
Reign of Nerva. When alas the Clouds returned after rain , and began 
to thicken into a blacker ftorm in the time of Trajan, an excellent Prince in¬ 
deed, of lo fwcet and plaufible a dilpofition, of lo mild and inoffenfive 
a converfation, that it was ever after apart of their lolemn acclamation 
* Eutrop.H. at the choice of a new eleded Emperour, MELIOR TRAJANO*, 
ftTtabfuitil better than Trajan. But withal he was zealous for his Religion, andup- 
ongta with ^ t | lat account a tevere Enemy to Chriftians. Among leveral Laws 
■f Ad.Ann.ioo. enaded in the beginning of his Reign, he publilhed one ( if r \ Baronins, 
*Epiiu 9 onj\ which I much queftion, conjedure the time aright, for * Pliny s Epiftle, 
io. ' ’' upon which he teems to ground it, was probably written at leaft nine 
or ten years after J whereby he forbad the Hetcria , the Societies or 
Colleges ereded up and down the Roman Empire, whereat Men were 
wont to meet, and liberally feaft under a pretence of more convenient 
difpatch of bufinels, and the maintainance of mutual love and friend- 
fhip; which yet the Roman State beheld with a jealous eye, as fit Nur- 
teries for Trealbn and Sedition. Under the notion of thete unlawful 
combinations, the Chriftian Affcmblies were looked upon by their Ene¬ 
mies ; for finding them confederated under one common Prefident, and 
eonftantly meeting at their folemn Love-feafts, and efpecially being of 
a way of Worfhip different from the Religion of the Empire, they 
thought they mignt tecurely proceed againft them as illegal Societies, 
and contemners of the Imperial conftitution, wherein S. Clemens as head 
of the Society at Rome, was fure to bear the deepeft lhare. And in¬ 
deed it was no more than what himtelf had long expe&ed, as appears 

from 
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from his Letter to the Corinthians ; where having fpoltcn of the tor¬ 
ments and fufferings which the Holy A pottles had undergone he tells 
them *, that he looked upon himfelf and his peopleas nvbit.tr. 

tet to run the fame race, ^ o au™ ri/Av a ydv fhrne«'TtGj J and that the fame 
fight and conflift was laid up for therm 

VII. SIMEON the Metaphrak in the account of his f Martyrdom f U mtm 
( much what the fame with that Life of St. Clemens, faid to be written by 
an uncertain Author, publiflied long frnce by La vim at the end of aL cotein.hc.dt. 
dias Babylonia) tets down the beginning of his troubles to thisefleft p ' 826, 

S. Clemens having converted Theodora a noble Lady, and afterwards her 
Husband Sifmnitts , a Kinfman and Favourite of the late Emperour Nerva 
the gaining fo great a Man quickly drew on others of chief note and* 
quality to embrace the Faith. So prevalent is the example of religious 
Greatncfs to fway Men to Piety and Vertue. But Envy naturally ma¬ 
ligns the good of others, and hates the Internment that procures it. This 
good fuccefs derived upon him the particular odium of Torcutianns , a w 
m£yi of great power and authority at that time in Rome, who by the in- ' ' F 1 
feriour Magillrates of the City, excited the People to a mutiny againft 
the Holy Man, charging him with Magic and Sorcery, and for being an 
enemy and blafphemer of the gods, crying out, either that he fliould do 
facrifice to them, or expiate his impiety with his blood. Mamertinus 
Prafctt of the City, a moderate and prudent Man, being willing to ap- 
peatethe uproar, tent for S. Clemens , and mildly perfuaded him to com¬ 
ply. But finding his refolution inflexible, lie tent to acquaint the Em¬ 
perour with the cafe, who returned this fhort Refeript, that he fliould 
either facrifice to the gods, or be banifhed to Cherfon, a diteonfolatc 
City beyond the Pontic Sea. Mamertinus having received the Impe¬ 
rial Mandat, unwillingly complied with it, and gave order that all things 
fhould be made ready for the Voyage, and accordingly he was tranfpo?- 
ted thither, to dig in the Marble Quarries, and labour in the Mines* 

Damnatio ad Metallais a punifliment frequently mentioned in the Roman 
Laws, where it is laid to bo,proximo, morti poena, (aj the next very to ca- 00^28 ff.dt 
pital pumfhments. Indeed the ufage under it was very extream and ? r ’ Ub ' 4 *' 
rigorous: for befides thefevereftlabour and moft intolerable hardfliip 9 ' 
the condemned perfon was treated with all the inftances of inhumanity! 
wlnpped and beaten, chained and fettered, deprived of his eftate, (b Jwhich m l ^ 
was forfeited to the Exchequer, and the perfon himfelfperpetually dc- d) 

graded into the condition of a Slave, and confequently rendred Inca* 
pable to make a Wilh And not this only, but they were further CX- bon. damnat. 
pofedtothe moft public marks of Infamy aud Difhonour, (c) their heads 
halffiiaved, their right eye bored out, their left leg difabled, their fore- (JKkfc; 
heads branded with an infamous mark, apiece of difgrace firft uted in 17 ' 
this cate by (d) Caligula (and the Hiftorian notes it as an inftanceof his 
cruel temper; and from him continued till the times of Conflantine who 3°7- ’ ’ 
abolifhed it by a (ej haw jinx. Ch. CCCXV, not to mention the hunscr vJcZt 
and thirft, the cold and nakednefs, the filth andnaftinefs, which they m* 8. 
were forced to conflict with in thote miterable places. J CO 2 . cod * 

„ VIII. ARRIVING at the place of his uncomfortable exile, he ro. JT* " 
found vaft numbers of Chriftians condemned to the fame miterable fate 
whole minds were not a little erefted under all their preffures at the fierht 
offogoodaMan, by whofe conftant preaching, and the frequent mira¬ 
cles that he wrought, their Enemies were converted into a better opi- 
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*Biblioth.l,i6. 
iSueten.in vit. 
Tib. c. 62. g. 
336. VhI. Gal- 
iic.in Avid. 
Caff.c^.p.2^. 
M.irk 9. 42. 

* Com in Matt. 
18.;.5 3. Tom. 
9- 


f Snm.dtmi- 
rac. in pm. d 
S.Clem.jad.ap. 
Snr. Novtmb. 
2-3. & Gr. & 
Lit.ap.Cottltr. 
t- 837 * 


(a) Ibid.p. 841. 

(b) De mine. 
7 .i.c. 3 $, pfi. 
p. 4 6. 

(c) Lib. 3. c. 
34. p. 106. 
(a) De Scrip. 
Eccl, in Clem. 
(t ) Ann. 4. 
Olymp. CGXX. 
I/id.i. M94. 


(/; Loc fupr\ 
cit.p. 2 69. 


The Life of St. Clemens. 


nion of them and their Religion, the Inhabitants of thofe Countries daily- 
flocking over to the Faith, fo that in a little time Chnftianity had beaten 
Pagani/m out of the Field, and all Monuments of Idolatry thereabouts 
were defaced and overturned. The fame whereof was quickly carried 
to the Emperour, who diipatched Atftdianus the Prefident to put a flop 
to this growing Se&, which by methods of terrour and cruelty he fet 
upon, putting great numbers of them to death. But finding how rea¬ 
dily and refolutejy they prefled up to execution, and that this days 
Martyrs did but prepare others'for to morrows Torments, lie gave over 
contending with the multitude, and refolved to Angle out one of note 
above the reft, whole exemplary punifliment might ftrike dread and 
terrour into the reft. To this purpole S. Clemens is pitched on, and all 
temptations being in vain tried upon him, the Executioners are com¬ 
manded to carry him aboard, and throw him into the bottom of the Sea, 
where the Chriftians might delpair to find him. This kind of death 
was called and was in ufe not only among the Greeks, as 

appears by the inftance mentioned by * Diodorus Siculus , but the Ro¬ 
mans, as we find in fevcral Malefactors condemned to be thrown into 
the Sea, both by '[ Tiberius and Avidius Caffius. To this our Lord has 
relpeCl, when inthecafe of wilful fcandal, he pronounces it better for the 
Man that a Mtlftone were hanged about his neck, and he caft into the bottom 
of the Sea. Where though * S. Hierom tells us that this punifliment was 
ufual among the ancient Jews in cafe of more enormous crimes, yet do 
I not remember that any liicli capital punifliment ever prevailed among 
them. I fhall not here relate what I find concerning the ftrange and 
miraculous difeovery of S. Clemens his Body, nor the particular miracle 
of a little Child preferved in the Church ereCled to him in the middle 
of the Sea for a whole year together (though folemnly averred by 
']■ Ephram Bifhop of the place ) as defpairing they would ever find a be¬ 
lief wide enough to fwallow them, nor thole infinite other miracles Laid 
to be done there j it fhall only fuffice to mention one ; that upon the 
Anniverfary folemnity of his Martyrdom the Sea retreats on each fide 
into heaps, and leaves a fair and dry paflage for three Miles" together 
to the Martyrs Tomb, ereCted within a Church, built ( as it muft be fiip- 
pofed by Angels ) within the Sea, and the Peoples devotions being en¬ 
ded, the Sea returns to its own place, aS ®eS t&vfccuSvc, r /upp- 

we?, fays (a) one of my Authors, God by this means doing honour to the 
Martyr. I only add, that thefe Traditions were currant before the 
time of Gregory Bifhop of Tours , (bj who fpeaks of them with great re¬ 
verence and devotion. S. Clemens died ( as both (c) Eufebius and (ft) S. Hie¬ 
rom witnefs, for I heed not the account of the (e) Alexandrin Chronicon, 
which places it four years after Trajan VII. though the Confute which 
he there afligns properly belong to the IV. of that Emperour ) in the 
. third year of Trajan , a little more than two years after his banifhment, 
after he had been foie Bifhop of Rome nine years fix months and fb 
many days, fay Baronins and others, though Bucherius his Catalogue, 
more to betrufted ( as being compofed before the death of Pope Liberius, 
Ann. CCCLIV ) nine years eleven months and twelve days. His mar¬ 
tyrdom happened on the XXIV of November, according to Baronius 
and the ordinary Roman computation, but on the ninth of that 
Month, fays the little Martyrology publifhed by (/) Bucherius, and which 
unqueftionably was one of the true and genuine Calendars of the an- 
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cient Church. He was honoured at Rome by a Church erc&ed to his 
memory, yet handing in f S. Hierom\ time. f Defcript. 

IX. THE Writings which at this day bear the name of this Apofto- 

lie Man, are of two forts, Genuine or Suppofititious. In the firft Clafs 
is that famous Epiftle to the Corinthians, fo much magnified by the An¬ 
cients , ti^.vco'mnrj y ? a<f ( as * Irenatus calls it ) the molt excellent and ab- * AdVt 
folute writing, ixvyito te >9 fays(<i) Eufebius, a truly great and 3. 

admirable Epiftle, and very ufeful as (b) S. Hierom adds, a^Aoyu). as c A p fl 7 °’ 

(c) Photius ft lies it, worthy of all efteem and veneration, pM.'^' 16, 

Tract, as(d) Eufebius allures us, received by all, and indeed reverenced (^ D /f Cf ¥- 
by them next to the Holy Scriptures, and therefore publicly read in their (fco/cxit 
Churches for fome Ages, even till his time, and it may be a long time coL ^y- 
after. The ftile of it ( as (e) Photius truly obferves ) is very plain and c ' 
fimple, imitating an Ecclefiaftical and unaffe&ed way of Writing, and (t > cod. 
which breaths the true genius and fpirit of the Apoftolic Age. It was CXXVI - coU 
written upon occafion of a great Schifm and Sedition in the Church of 3 ° 5 ’ 
Corinth, begun by two or three factious perfons againft the Governours 
of the Church, who envying cither the gifts, or the Authority and 
efteem of their Guides and Teachers, had attempted to depofethem, 
and had drawn the greaceft part of the Church into the Confpiracy i 
whom therefore he endeavours by foft words and hard Arguments to 
reduce back to Peace and Unity. His modefty and humility in it are 
peculiarly difoernable, not only that he wholly writes it in the name 
of the Church of Rome , without fo much as ever mentioning his own, 
but in that he treats them with f’uch gentle and mild perfualives. No* 
thing of fowrenefs, or an imperious lording it over Gods heritage to be 
foen in the whole Epiftle. Had he known himlelf to be the infallible 
Judge of Controvert ies, to whole fentencc the whole Chriftiau World 
was bound to ftand, invefted with a fupreme unaccountable Power, 
from which there lay no Appeal, we might have expe&ed to have heard 
him argue at another rate. But thefe were the Encroachments and Ufur- 
pations of later Ages, when a fpirit of Covetoufnefs and fecular ambi¬ 
tion had ftifled the modefty and fimplicity of thofo firft and beft Ages 
of Religion. There is fo great an affinity in many things both as to 
Words and Matter between this and the Epiftle to the Hebrews , as tem¬ 
pted Eufebius and S. Hierom of old, and fome others before them , to ibid < 

conclude S. Clemens at leaft the Tranflator of that Epiftle. This Epiftle 
to the Corinthians, after it had been generally bewailed as loft for many 
Ages, was not more to the benefit of the Church in general, than the 
honour of our own in particular^ fome forty years fince publifhed here 
in England, atreaforenot fufficiently to be valued. Befides this firft, 
there is the fragment of a focond Epiftle, or rather Homily, containing 
a ferious exhortation and dire&ion to a pious life: ancient indeed, and 
which many will perfuade us to be his, and to have been written many 
years before the former, as that which betrays no footfteps of trouble- 
fomeand unquiet times; but Eufebius , S. Hierom, and Photius afliire r 7 
us that it was reje&ed, and never obtained among the Ancients equal ap- '* * * * 
probation with the firft. And therefore though we do not perempto¬ 
rily determine againft its being his, yet we think it fafer to acquiefoe in 
the judgment of the Ancients, than of fome few late Writers in this 
matter. 

X. AS for thofe Writings that are undoubtedly fpuriousand fuppo* 

fititious, 
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f*g- foitious^difown’d ( as * Eufebius fays ^ becaufe they did not xaSnx^v -f 
Airosohixtis Qp$oSi%icts uTroaui^m T xccest-w™^ retain the true ftamp and 
chara&erof Orthodox Apoftolic Doftrine, though the truth is, he ipeaks 
it only of the Dialogues of Peter and Appion, not mentioning the Deere- 
/rf/Epiftles, as not worth taking notice of; there are four extant at this 
day that are entitled to him, the Apoftolical Canons and the Conftitntions 
(laid to be penned by him, though di&ated by the Apoftles) the Re¬ 
cognitions, and the Epiftle to S. j fames. For the two firft, the Apojlo • 
Pr*f. to pri- lie Canons and Conf utations, X have declared my fonfo of them in ano- 
sdt. ciiriftia- t j ier place, to which I fhall add nothing here. The Recognitions fucceed, 
conveyed to us under different titles by the Ancients, fometimes ftiled 
S. Clemens his Atfs, Hiftory, Chronicle, fometimes S. Peter's Atts, Itinerary , 
Periods., Dialogues with Appion , all which are unquestionably but diffe¬ 
rent inferiptions ( or it may be parcels ) of the fame book. True it is 
what ( a) Phot ins iufpe£ted,and (ft)Rufinus( who tranflated it ) exprefly tells 
c h)p> 9 Jfat.ad US, that there were two feveral editions of this Book, differing inTome 
Gaudm. p. things, but the fame in moft. And it deforves to be confidered, whether 
IcjkEccU. 3. the 'ico mentioned by (c) Nicephorus , and which he fays the 

f. id. p . 248. Church received, and denies to be tliofo meant by Eufebius , and tliofo 
Clementine Homilies lately publifhed under that very name, be not that 
other Edition of the Recognitions , feeing they exa£Uy anfwer Rif nut his 
Character, differing in fome things, but in moft agreeing with them. 
There is yet a third Edition, or rather AbftraCt out of all, ftiled Ka^t©. 
*5%* 'irpoL£ ) mv , &c. Clemens his Epitome of the APIs, Travels , and 
Preachings of S. Peter , agreeing with the former, though keeping more 
clofoto the Homilies than the other. This I guefs to have been compi¬ 
led by Simeon the Met ap hr aft, as for other reafons, fo cfpecially becaufo 
the appendage added to it by the fame hand concerning Clemens his mar¬ 
tyrdom is word for word the fame with that of Metaphraftes , the clofo of 
it only excepted, which is taken out of S. Ephraim's Homily of the miracle 
done at his Tomb. 

XI. THE Recognitions themfelves are undoubtedly of very great 
00 Pfiudt* antiquity,written about the fame time,and by the fame hand ( as(W) Blondel 
(e) rid ileal, c. P robabl y conjectures ) with the Conftitutions about the YearCLXXX, 
a 3. 8i, 8*2.' or not long after. Sure I am, they are cited by (e)Origen as the Work of 
{QRwenit. Clemens in his Periods , and his large quotation is in fo many words (f)ex- 
(g) Extat ap. tant in them at this day. Nay before him we meet with a very long 
EvanU**‘ ^ ra S mentBar ^ e f wes ^ je (?) Syrian ( whoflouriflied Ann.CLXXX.Jcon- 
p™ cern i n g F ate > word for word the fame with what we find in the Recog- 
•bid. Rtcogn. nit ions, and it feems equally reafonable to fuppofo that Bar defanes had it 

p ’ 5 ° 3 * thence, as that the other borrowed it from him. Nay what if Bardcfanes 
himfelf was the Author of thefo Books ? ’Tis certain that he was a Man of 
(b) Eufeb. h.' great parts and learnings Man prompt and eloquent,** ^ AocT^mT ©.,^) 
Epiph.' an acute and f ubtle Difputant, heretically enclined, for became out of 
Hmfi lvi. the School of Valentinus , whofo uncouth notions he had fo deeply im- 
b ao 7 * bibed, that even ’after his recantation, he could never get clear from the 
dregs of them, as Eufebius informs us : though Epiphanius tells us he was 
firft Orthodox, and afterwards fell into the errours of thatSeCt, like a 
well fraightedShip that having duly performed its Voyage, is caft. away 
d) Euftb * n tbe vei 7 fiS? lt: , of t ^ ie harbour. was a great Mathematician and 
Prxp. Evang.i. Aftrologer, €7r’ clxepv XaA(ftcik7is ’OnwfJM eA)?Aax.ao5 (i), accurately verfed 
6. c. 9. A 27 3. in Chaldtan learning, and wrote incomparable Dialogues concerning 

Fate 
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Fate, which he dedicated to the Emperour Antoninus . And furely none 
can have looked into the Recognitions , but he mull foe what a confidu- 
rable part the DoCtrines concerning Fate , the Genefis , the Influence of 
the Scars and heavenly Conftellations, andfucli like notions make there 
of S. Peters and S. Clemens his Dialogues and Difoourfos. To which we 
may add what Photius has obforved, and is abundantly evident frQm the vbifupr,* 
t' nng it felf, that theft Books are confiderable for their clearneft and 
perlpicuity , their eloquent ftile, and grave Difcourfes, and that great 
variety of Learning that is in them, plainly fhewing their Compofor to 
have been a Mafter in all Human Learning, and the Study of Philofo- 
phy. I might further remark, that Bar defanes feems to have had a 
peculiarfor Books of this nature, it being particularly (<*) noted of C 
him, that befides the^ Scriptures, he traded in certain Apocryphal Wri- at ' 
tings. He wrote ovyyesty.f*.ct1cc. (b) which S.H/erom renders inft• (b) Eufeb h 
nite Volumes , written indeed for the moft part in Syriac, but which his Ec.iibipipr. de 
Scholars tranflated into Greek, though he himfelf was fufficiently skil- fSi ( r EecUa 
ful in that Language, as Epiphanius notes. In the number of theft 
Books might be the Recognitions , plaufibly fathered upon S. Clemens 
who was notorioufly known to be St. Peters Companion and Difoiple : 
and were but fome of his many Books now extant, I doubt not but a 
much greater affinity botli in ftile and notions would appear between 
them. But this I propofo only as a probable conjecture, and leave it 
at the Readers pleafure either to rejeCt or entertain it. I am no: igno¬ 
rant that both * S. Hierome and ff Photius charge theft Books with haereti- ad v.R^ 
cal Opinions, efpecially fome derogatory of the honour of the Son of God, \ photic 0 d 
which it may be Rujjnus ( who * confolfes the fame thing, and fuppofos cxir couHp. 
them to have been inferted by fome heretical hand J concealed in his * 0 / poh g. pro 
Tranflation: nay Epiphanius tells us, that the Ebionites did fo ex- ron.rZ.Tp. 
tremely corrupt them, that they foarce left any thing of Sc. Clemens found I 9 *' ^ 
and true in them, which hcobforves from their repugnancy to his other p. 6 S . XK ’ 
Writings, thofo Encyclical Epiftles of his ( as he calls them ) which were 
read in the Churches. But then it’s plain, he means it only of thofo 
Copies which were in the poffeffion of thofo heretics, probably not 
now extant, nor do any of thofe particular adulterations which lie fays 
they made in them, appear in our Books, nor in thofo large and to be 
fore uncorrupt fragments of Bardefanes and Origen is there the leaft con¬ 
fiderable variation from tliofo Books which we have at this day. But of 
this enough. 

XII. THE Epiftle to S:. $ames the Brother of our Lord is, no doubt, 
of eciual date with the reft, in the clofo whereof the Author'pretends 
that he was commanded by S. Peter to give him an account of his Tra¬ 
vels, Difcourfes, and the foccefs of his Miniftry, under the title of Cle¬ 
mens his Epitome of Peters popular preachings , to which he tells him he 
would next proceed. So that this Epiftle originally was nothing but a 
Preface to S. Peters Atts or Periods (the lame in effeft with the Recogni¬ 
tions ) and accordingly in the late Edition of the Clementine Homilies 
( which have the very Title mentioned in that Epiftle ) it is found pre¬ 
fixed before them. This Epiftle ( as Photius tells us; varied according to 
different Editions, fometimes pretending that it, and the account of S. Pe¬ 
ter's A£ts annexed to it, were written by S. Peter himfolf, and by him font 
to S. 'James fometimes that they were written by Clemens at S. Peters in- 
ftance and command. Whence he conjectures that there was a twofold 

Ecl^tipa 




Edition of S. Peter's Acts, one laid to be written by himlelf, the other by 
Clemens , and that when in time the firft was loft, that pretending to 
S.Clemensdid remain : For lb lie allures us he eonftantly found it in thole 
many Copies that he met with, notwithftanding that the Epiftle and 
Inlcription were lometimes different and various. By the Original 
whereof now publilhed appears the fraud of the Fa&ors of the Romiflj 
Church, who in all Latin Editions have added an Appendix almoft 
twice as large as the Epiftle itfelf. And well had it been, had this been 
the only inftance, wherein Ibrne Men to fhore up a tottering Caufe, have 
made bold with the Writers of the ancient Church. 

His Writings. 

Genuine. Recognitiontim lib. 10. 

EpiJloL ad Gorinthios* 

Toe KA«f4*J'TTa, 

Doubtful. leu, 

Epijlola adCorinth.fecuxda. Homilix Clementina. 

Suppofititious. Conjlitutiomm App. lib. 8 . 

EpiJloL ad Jacobum 

FratremDomini. Canones Apojlolici. 
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bites, what. His conversion to Chrifljanity. the great care about a 
b’nccejfor to S. James Bijhop of Jerufalem. Simeon chofen to that place 
when and why. The cattjes of the dcflrtttfion of the Jewifh fate. The 

original and-progrefs of thofe Wars briefly related. The miferable [late of 
Jerufalem by Siege, Peflilence, and Famine. Jerufalem formed. The 
burning of the Temple , and the rage of the Fire. The number of the Slain 
and Captives. The jufl accomplifhment of our Lord's predictions. The 
many Prodigies pretending this deflrutfion. The Chri/lians forewarned 
to depart before Jerufalem was flout up. Their withdrawment to Pella. 
The admirable care of the Divine Providence over them. Their return 
back to Jerufalem, when. The flour ifloing condition of the Chriflian Church 
there. The occaflon of S. Simeon’* Martyrdom. The infinite jealoufte 
of the Roman Emperours concerning the line of David. Simeon's apore- 
henfion and crucifixion. Hisflngtilar torments andpatience. His are at age 
and the time of his death. ° * ’ 

Cfe T cannot be unobferved by any that have but 
looked into the Antiquities of the Church 
what confufion the identity or fimilitude of 
namc ? ha - bl ' etl amon S Kccleliaftic Writers, 
cfpecially in the more early Ages, where the 
'X* ^ ecorc k are but fhort and few. An indance 
wheicof, wcie thcie no other, we have in the 
perfon of whom we write: Whom fome will 
Ann. itqucnt. p. have to be the fame with S. Simon the Cananite, one of the twelve 
3?4 ' Apoltles; others confound him with Simon , one of the four brethren 
cf our Lord, while a third fort make all three to be but one and 
the fame perfon: the found and fimilitude of names giving birth to 
the feveral midakes. For that Simeon of Jerufalem was^a perfon 
altogether diftinft from Simon the Apodle, is undeniably evident 
from the mod ancient Martyrologies both of the Greek and the Latine 
Church, where vadly different accounts are given concerning their 
perfons, imployments, and the time and places of their death , Simon 
the Apodle being martyred in Britain, or as others in Perfu, while Si¬ 
meon the Bidiop is notorioufly known to have differed in Palefline or 
in Syria. Nor are the tedimonies of Dorotheas, Sophronins, or ifidore 
confiderable enough to be weighed againd the Authorities of HeJfippas 
Eufebius, Epiphanius, and others. But of this enough. * 7 

II. S. Simeon was the Son of (a) Cleophus, brother 
(a-)H'gcfiw.Eiifib.i. s .c.ii.f> 9 7 .Epiph. t o Jofeph, husband to the Bleffed Virgin, and fo 

HxnJ. LXVI. d. 274. & omnu anttqua Mir- i • i i .1 1 , hi ’ , ilu 

tpoiogia , Adonis, Bcd.e, Kot^eri , vfuirdi Pathei had the honour to be the Uncle to our 

dp>.d Bolt and. deVit ss.addim xviu.Fibr. Saviour, in the fame fenfe that Jofeph was his Fa- 

ib. c. 32. p. 104. aicipb. i.$. ‘hef- His Mother (fay f^fome) was Mary the 
C.i 6 .?.s 45. Wife of Cleophas, mentioned in the Hidoryof the 

Gofpel, Sifter or Coufin-german to the Mother 
of our Lord : And if fo, he was by both fides nearly related to our Saviour. 
He was born (as appears from his Age, and the date of his Martyrdom 
afTigned by Eufebim ) Ann. Mtindi 393 6. thirteen years according to the 
Vulgar computation before our Saviour’s Incarnation. His Education 
was according to the fevered rules of Religion profeffed in the Je with 
CO ibid. 1.2 c. Church,, being entered into the Order of the Rechabites, as maybe 
2? ‘ f ’ s ' probably cOlIefted from the Ancients. For (c)Hegcflppm informs us, that 

when 
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when the Jews were budly engaged in the Martyrdom of S. James the 

Jufl, a Rechabite Priefl , one of the Generation of the Sons of Rcchab 

mentioned by the Prophet Jeremy dept in , and interceded with the 

People to fpare fo jud and good a Man, and one that was then praying 

to Heaven for them. This Perfon * Epiphanius expredy tells us was 

S. Simeon the Son of Cleophas, and Coulin-german to the holy Martyr : LX I XVIII,; 

Til e Rechabites were an ancient Inditution, founded by Jonadab the Son 44 ‘’ 

of Rech ab, who dourillied in the reign of Jehu, and obliged his poderity 

to thefe following Rules, to drink no Wine, fowno Fields, plant no Jer. 35 . s> 3, 

Vineyards, build no Houfes, but to dwell only in Tents and Taberna- 

cles. _ All which precepts (the lad only excepted, which Wars and 

Foreign Invadons would not fufter them to obferve ) they kept with 

the mod religious reverence, and are therefore highly commended by 

God for their exaft conformity to the Laws of their Inditution, and 

brought in to upbraid the degeneracy of the Houle of Jfrael, in viola 

ting the Commands he had laid upon them. They continued it leans 

( and fo God had promifed them, that t hey fljonld not want a Man to (land 

before him for ever ) till the very lad times of th cjewijb Church, though 

little notice be taken of them, as indeed they are but once mentioned 

throughout the whole Hidory of the Bible, and that only accidentally, 

and then too no Ids than three hundred years after their firft Inditution. 

Probable it is, that.in after-times all Rechabites were not JonadaFs im¬ 
mediate defendants, but that all were accounted fuch, who took upon 
them the obfcrvancc of the fame Rules and Orders which Jonadab had 
preferibed to his immediate poderity. It further feems probable to me, 
that from thefe Rechabites, the Effcnes, that famous Seft among the Jews, 
borrowed their Original; that part of them efpccially that dwelt in 
Towns and Cities, and in many things conformed themfdves to the 
Rules of the civil and lbciable life. For as for the Oicopww ddcribed^Jby CO ^b.n^ 
Philo, they gave up themfdves mainly to folitude and contemplation,lived ^ ff?" 77 - 
in Forcds and among Groves of Palm-trees, and dimmed all intercourfe 
and converfe with other Men. While the Pradtic part of them ( more par- 
ticularly taken notice of by (b) Jofephus ) though abdaining from marriage CO Bell. 
and defpifing the riches and pleafiires of this World, did yet redde in 
Cities, and places of Public Concourfe, labour in their feveral Trades ms*. 6* ^ 
and Callings, maintain Hofpitality, and were united in a common Col- ttq.jHd.uz.c. 
ledge and Society, where they were kept to a folemn obfcrvancc of the 2,M ‘ 7 * 
great duties of Religion, and devoted to the Orders of a very drift pious 
life. And among thefe, I doubt not, the Recbalites were incorporated 
and fwallowed up, though it may be together witli the general name of 
Effenes , they might dill retain their particular and proper name. But to 
return. 

III. HIS firft Inditution in Cln idianity was probably laid under the 
Difcipline of our Lord him felf,whofb Auditor and Follower (c) Here ftp- CO 
pus fuppofes him to have been; and in all likelihood he was one of the L ^ p: 
LXX Difciples, in which capacity he continued many years,, when he 
was advanced to a place of great honour and eminency in the Church. 

About the Yeai LXII. S. James the BiOiop of Jerufalem by the arti¬ 

fices of Ananas the High-Pried, had been cruelly martyred by the Jews. 

The providing for wliofc place was fo far thought to be the concern- C d) ihid.c. 
ment of the whole Chridian Church, that the Apodles and Difciples of our JJ p ' 26 ’ 
Lord are faidftf)to have come from all parts to advife and confult with thofe 142? f ' 2 
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of our Saviours Kindred and Relations , about a fit Succcffor injiis 
room. None was thought meet to be a Candidate for the place, but 
one of our Lords own Relations ; and accordingly with one conlent 
they devolved the honour upon Simeon, our Lords next Kinfman, whom 
they all judged moft worthy of the place. I know Eufebius leems to in- 
timatfe that this Ele&ion was made not onely afterS. James his death 
but after the deftru&ion of Jerttfalem , between which there was the 
diftance of no left than eight or nine years. Rut (befidesthat Eufebius 
makes the dedru&ion of Jerttfalem immediately to fucceed upon S. James 
his Martyrdom, when yet there was fo great a fpace J it’s very unrealona- 
ble to fuppofe that fo famous and eminent a Church, a Church newly 
condituted , and planted in the midff of the mod: bitter and inveterate 
Enemies, fhould for fo long a time be deditute of a Guide and Pador, efipe- 
cially feeing the Apoftles were all long fince difperfed into feveral re¬ 
mote quarters of the World : Not to fay that moft of the Apoftles 
were dead before that time ; or if they had not, could not very con¬ 
veniently have returned and met together about this affair in fo difmal 
and diftra&eda Rate of things as the Roman Wars, and the utter ruine 
and overthrow of the Jetvifh Nation had then put thole parts into. Be- 
ad ^ ldes t ^ at ( a ) Eufebius himlelfelfewhere places Simeon’s liicceffion imme- 
i,xii. ’ diately after S. James his Martyrdom. Nor is the lead: vacancy in that 
l ' S , eementioned h Y an Y ^ber Writer. The (b) Chronicle of Alexandria 
ccxii .India. P laces bis fucceflion Ann. LXIX. for it tells us, that this year S. James the 
XI. Vefpaf.i.p. Jpoflle and Patriarch of Jerttfalem ( whom S. Peter at the time of his going 
58 °' to Rome , as his proper See, had ordained to that place; this paffiwe, it s 

plain the Publilher for want of rightly diftinguilhing, did not'under¬ 
hand ) dying, Simeon or Simon was made Patriarch'm his room. But 
this account isagainft the Faith of all the Ancients, who make S. James 
to have differed Martyrdom feveral years before; nor do any of' them 
fay that he was ordained by S. Peter , many of them expredy ‘affirm in ** 
that he immediately received his Conlccration from the hands of our 
Lord himfelf. 

IV. HOW he managed the affairs of that Church, is not diftin&ly 
known, few particular accounts of things being tranfinitted to us. Con¬ 
fident we may be that his prefidency was attended with fufficient trou¬ 
ble and difficulty, not onely from the malicious and turbulent temper of 
that People, whom he was continually expofed to, but becaufe it fell in 
with the mod: black and fatal period of the Jeivijh Church. For the 
fins of that Nation being now ripe for Vengeance , and having filled up 
themeafureof their iniquities by their cruel ufage of the Apoftles and 
Meffengers of our Saviour, their barbarous treatment of S. Stephen , and 
afterwards of S. James thegreat , and their laff bloody M urder of S. James 
the lefsy but above all, by their infolent and mercilefs carriage towards the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of the World, the math of God came upon them 
to the uttermojl , and the Romans broke in upon them, and took away both 
their Place and Nation. The fum whereof, becaufe containing fuch re¬ 
markable paffages of Providence, fuch in dances of fevere difpleafure to¬ 
wards a People, that forfo many Ages had enjoyed the peculiar influen¬ 
ces of the Divine Favour, -and whole deftru&ion at lad fo evidently ju- 
dified the predi&ions of our Saviour, and made fuch immediate way for 
the honour and advancement of Chridianity, wefhall here relate. 

V. THE Jews, a dubborn and unquiet People, impatiently relented 
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the Tyrany of the Roman Yoke, which feemed heavier to their necks 
than it did to the other Nations, becaufe they looked upon theffltelves as a 
more free-born People, and were elated with thofe great Charters and 
Immunities which Heaven had immediately conferred upon them. This 
made them willing to catch at any opportunity to re-affert themfelves 
into their ancient liberty. A thing which they more unanimoufly at¬ 
tempted under the Government of (a) Cejlius Plor us , whom Nero had 7 ofei>h d? 
lent to be Procurator of that Province: by whofe intolerable oppref- 
fions and infolent cruelties for two Years together, nothing abated by 
prayers and importunities, and the folicitations of potent Interceffors, cS.rnmfoT.i 
their patience was tired out, and they broke but into Rebellion. The 2 / 2 > 
latal affault began fird at (b) Cafarea , which indantly like lightning fpread tb\md „• >' 
it fell over the whole Nation, till all places were full of Blood and Vio- p. 809." 
lence. Floras unable himfelf to deal with them, called in to his affidance 
Cejtiits Galius the Prefident of Syria , who came from Antioch with an 
Army, took Joppa and fome other places, and fate down before Jentfa- 
lem> but after all was forced to depart, and indeed to fly with his whole 
Army, leaving all his Warlike lnftruments and Provifions behind him. 

The news of this ill fuccels was loon carried to Nero, then refiding in ( 

Achaia, who prefently difpatched Vefpafian ( a man of prudent Condud t.PH * 
experienced Valour, the bed Commander of his time J to be General of 


the Army. He coming into Syria , united the Roman Forces, fell into 
Galilee , burnt Gadara , and deffroyed Jotapata , where ( d ) Jofephtts himfelf 
vyas take Priloner. He purfued his Conquefls with an unwearied di¬ 
ligence, Vittory every where attending upon his Sword, and was prepa¬ 
ring to befiegc Jerttfalem (e), when hearing of the diftrattions of Italy by 
the death of Nero, and the Ufurpations of Galba, Otho , and Vitellins , he 
relolved for Rome, to free it from thofe unhappy incumbrances that were 
upon it ; whole refolutions herein were 16 far applauded by the Army, 
that they prelently proclaimed him Emperour. W ho thereupon haft-, 
ned into Egypt to lecurethat Country, a place of fo confiderable impor¬ 
tance to the Empire. 

VI. FROM Alexandria (f) Vefpafian remanded his Son Titus back 
into Judaa to carry on the War, who thought no way quicker to bring it 
to a period, than to attempt the Capital City, to drike at Jerttfalem it lelf, 
and accordingly put all things in readinefs to befiege it. The date of 
(fJ Jfrttf tlem at this time was very lad. That place, whole honour and 
lecurity once it was to be a City at unity within it felf, was now torn in 
pieces with intedine Fadtions ; and how unlikely is that KJnqdom long 
to (land, that is once divided againjl it felf? Simon the Son of Giora, a 
bold and ambitious Man, had poffeffed himfelf of the upper City ; John 
who headed the Zealots , an inlolent and ungovernable Generation, com- 
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manded the lower parts, and the out-skirts of the Temple ; the inner 


parts whereof were fecured by Eleazar the Son of Simon, who had drawn 
over a confiderable number of the Souldiers to his Party ; and all thole 
mutually quarrelling with, and oppofing one another. Titus with his 
Army approaching, a little before the Pajchal folemnity begirt the City, 
drawing it by degrees into a clofer Siege, he ftraitly block’d up all avenues 
and callages ofelcape, building a Wall of thirty nine (£) Furlongs, which th) Lid. /. 5; 
heitrengthened with thirteen Forts; whereby he prevented all poffibi- >•«. 
lity either of coming into, or going out of the City. And now was p ' 9 * 6 - 
exadlly accomplilhed, what our Lord had fomo time fince told them 

would 
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4M tJl: wouId come t0 P afs > when he beheld the City ™ d wept over it Joying if thou 
hadfi known, even thou at leaf in this thy day, the things that belong unto thy 
peace ! but now they are hidden from thine eyes. For the dayfljall come upon thee, 
that thine enemies flj allcajl a trench about thee,and compafs thee round,and keep 
thee in on every fide, andfljall lay thee even with the ground, and thy Children 
within thee, bee aitf ? thou knoweft not the time of thy vifitation.The truth is who 
St iyxeha; j 771 to? s«tS'?©- rttjnf ever would be at the pains to compare what our 

t rawii Th isodcut v <afi <7« Loicl has laid concerning thisWat and the fackage 

mv\o< mAiy.v, 7m < ix ov SwQcujyJntii', Stlav of Jerufalern, with the accounts given of them by 
f >y v^?t/* '£y.Jb%ov r <r.xh™dv JoJephns, would find lo juft a correfpondence be- 
EutbTfci if cTfs/'^ KtiOKoy{,m <- twecn the prophecy and the fuccefs, as would 

tempt him to think that the Hiftorian had taken 
his mealures as much from our Lords predictions, as from the event of 
things. But to proceed ; Terms of mercy were offered upon ■ furrender,but 
fcornfnlly rejetted, which exafp€rated the Roman Army to fall on with 
greater fiercencfs and feverity. And now God and Man, Heaven and Earth 
leemed to fight againft them. Befides the Roman Army without,and their- 
Uytf. kss. reconcileable Factions and Difoidcrs within,a f^JFamin ( haftned by thofe 

ks\ p. 957 . vaft multitudes that haj flocked to the Paffovers ) raged fo horribly within 

& the City, that they took more care to prey upon one another,and to plum 

p> 554< der tIleir Provisions, than how to defend themfelves againft the common 
Enemy ; thoufands were ftarved for want of Food, who died fofaft that 
they were not capable of performing to them thelaft Offices of Humani- 
ty, but were forced to throw them upon common heaps ; nay were redu- 
\b ) Kt$, xu. ced t0 diat extremity, that fome offered violence to all the Laws of Nature 
riif«P among which was (b) Mary the daughter of Eleazar, who being undone 
by the Souldiers, and no longer able to bear the force and rage ofHun^er 
boiled her fucking child and eat him. So plainly had our Lord foretold 
the daughters of Jerufalern, that the days were coming , in the which they 
jhouldfay, blejfed are the barren, and the wombs that ne ver bare, and the paps 
which never gave fuck. r t 

VII. TIT VS went on with the Siege, and finding that no methods 
cither of kindnefs or cruelty would work upon this obftinate genera¬ 
tion of Men, gave order that all things fliould be made ready for a ftorm. 
Having, gamed the Tower of Antonia, the Jews fled to the Temple which 
into. k ip. was hard by^tlie (c) Out-gates and Porches whereof were immediately let 

KtJxy’. & e . on hre, the Jews like perlons ftupificd and amazed, never endeavouring to 
p-95*. quench it. Titus, the Iweetnels of whofe nature ever inclined him to 
puy and companion, was geatly defirous to have (pared the People , 
and faved the Temple. But all in vain ; an obfeure Souldier threw a 
Firebrand into the Chambers that were about the Temple, which pre- 
lently took fire, and though the General ran and ftormed, and com- 
manded to put it out, yet lo great was the clamour and confuflon, that 
his Orders could not be heard; and when they were, it was too late 
the conquering and triumphant Flames prevailing in Ipight of all oppo- 
(a)loU Ktf. iitionjand making their way with lo fierce a(^)rage, as if they threatned 
<»' p. c 5? . to burn up Mount Sion to the very roots. So effettually did our Saviour’s 
Commination take place, who told his Difciples, when they admired ✓ 
the ftately and magnificent buildings of the Temple, Verily l fay unto you 
there Jball not be left here one Jlone upon another , that fljall not be thrown 
down. And that nothing might be wanting to verifieour Lords pnzdi- 
chon, lurnus Rufus was commanded to plow up the very foundations 

of 
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of it. How fid a fight mult it needs be to behold all things hurled in- 
to a mixture of Blood, Smoke and Flames! the Jews were flain like 
Sheep or Dogs, and many to prevent the Enemies Sword, voluntarily 
leapt into the fire ; the (a) number of them that periflicd in this Sie^e 
amounting to no lefs than eleven hundred thoufand, befides ninety feven G '? ^ Ki<? - 
thoufand that were made Slaves; the infinite multitudes that from all 
parts had flocked to the Feaft of the Pajfovcr, and were by the Roman Ar¬ 
my crowded up within the City, rendring the account not improbable. 

VIII. SUCH was the period of the Jewiflj Church and State; thus 
fell Jerufalern, ( by far the moll eminent City not otjudan only, but of 

the whole Eajl, as (J?) Pliny himfclf confefles ) notwithftanding its anti- (0 Mfl. 
quity, wealth, and llrength, after it had ftood from the time of David l 
MCLXXIX. years. And memorable it is, that this fatal Siege began a 
little before the Pajsovcr, about that very time when they had fo bar- 
baroufly treated and put to death the Son of God. So exact a propor¬ 
tion does the Divine fuftice fometimes obferve in the retributions of its 
Vengeance. A kite not only predicted by our Lord and his Apoftles, 
but lately prefigniiicd by immediate (cj Prodigies and Signs from Heaven. (0 Jojf.uii 
A blazing Comet in thefafliion of a Sword, hung directly over the Ci- M-i-v ivs& 
ty for a whole year together. In the Feaft of Unleavened Bread, a little p ‘ 
before the breaking out of the War, at nine of the Clock of the nkdit, 
alight fuddenly fhined out between the Altar and the Temple, as bright 
as ifit had been Noon-day. About the fame time a Heifer as Ihe was led 
to facrifice, brought forth a Lamb in the very midft of the Temple. 'Ihe 
Bail Gate of the inner part of the Temple, all of ma (Ty Brafs, and which 
twenty Men could hardly Ihut, after it had been fait locked and barred, 
was at night feen to open of its own accord. Chariots and Armies 
were beheld in the Air, all in their Martial Poftures, and preparing to 
furround the City. At Pentecofi when the Pricfts entered into the in¬ 
ner Temple, they fu ft perceived a noife and motion, and immediately 
heard a voice that laid, a (buSh 1 , Let us depart hence. And 

four years before ever the War began, while all things were peaceable 
andfecure, one Jefns, a plain Country Fellow pronounced many dread¬ 
ful woes againft the Temple, the City, and the People, wherein he con¬ 
tinued, efpecially at feftival times, notwithftanding all the cruelties 
ufed towards him for (even years together, when fome made a fhift to 
difpatch him by a violent death. But alas, an Angel it felf cannot ftop 
Men that are riding Poll towards their own de- T ' - < > , „ . > v , 

n y.- c r*. 1 ° Ml • I • ToJjTU TC c-vyoUV (U()lX{ t r Stoy UV‘ 

ftrucfion. So little will warnings or threatnings, kM ^ 0V ^ 

or miracles fignihe with them, whom Heaven m7* yfi At iexu> -noi A 

hath once given up to an incurable infatuati- ovoiat ^ y^v oTtm&ruv 
On, Jofeph. loc. citat. 

IX. BUT it’s high time to return and enquire, in the midft of this 
fad and calamitous ftate of things what became of S. Simeon and the Chri- 
ftians of that place. And of them we find, that being timely warned 
by the caution which our Lord had given them, that when theyjhou'.d 
ft°e Jerufalern compared with Armies, and the abomination of defolation (that 

is the Roman Army ) /landing in the holy place, they jhonld then flee into the Q<T)Eu[tb.l.y. 
Mountains, betake themfelves to fome obfeure place of refuge ; and ha- s-P-i $- E PP h ‘ 
vingbeen lately commanded by a particular ^revelation communicated 
to fome pious and goodMen among them,(which fays Epiphanius was done xxx. p. 59 . 
by the miniftry of an Angel, ) to leave Jerufalern, and go to Pella, they 

uni- 
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univerfally withdrew themfelves, and feafonably retreated thither ,• 
as to a little fyar from the flames of Sodom , and fo not one perifhed 
in the common mine. This Pella was a little Town in Gcelo-Syria 
Iteyond Jordan , deriving its name probably from Pella a City of Ma¬ 
cedonia , as being founded and peopled by the Macedonians of Alexan- 
■ * &r’s Army, who fate down in Aft a. That its inhabitants were Gen- 

tlles -> it’s plain, in that the (a) Jews under Alexander Jannarn their King 
23. p. 452. lacked it, becaule they would not receive the Rites of their Reli¬ 
gion. And God ’tis like on purpole dire&ed the Chriftians hither , 
than they might be out of the reach of the Befom of Deflruttion that 
was to fweep away the Jews whatever it came. Nor was it a lels 
remarkable inftance of the care and tendernels of the Divine Provi¬ 
dence over them, that when Cejlius Galius had befieged Jerufalem, on a' 
fuddenhe fhould unexpectedly break up the Siege , at once giving them 
warning of their danger, and an opportunity to elcape. How long Si- 
meon and the Church continued in this little Sau&uary, and when they 
returned to Jerufalem, appears not. If I might conje&ure, I fhould 
place their return about the beginning of Trajan's Reign, when the fright 
being fufficiently over, and the hatred and feverity of the Romans affwa- 
ged, they might come back with more fafety. Certain it is, that they re* 
fonf&’mf, t . Lll ' nec * P®fpre (f) Adrian's time, who forty (even years after the devafta- 
Hid. ' ‘ n * tion coming to jerufalem in order to its reparation, found there a few 
lioufes, and a little Church of Chriftians built upon Mount Sion, in that 
very place where that Vpper Room was, into which the Difciples went 
up when they returned from our Lord’s Afcenfion. Here the Chriftians 
who were returned from Pella, kept their Iblemn Affemblies, and were 
io renowned for the flourifhing ftate of their Religion , and the emi- 
nency of their Miracles, that Aquila theEmperours Kinfman, and whom 
he had made Governour and Overleer of the rebuilding of the City , 
being convinced, embraced Chriftianity. But ftill purfuing his old Ma¬ 
gic and Aftrological ftudies notwithftanding the frequent admonitions 
that were given him, he was call out of the Church. Which he re¬ 
lented as lo great an affront, that he apoftatized to Judaifm , and after¬ 
wards translated the Bible into Greek. But to return back to Simeon 5 
confident we may be that he adminiftred his Province with all diligence 
and fidelity, in the difcharge whereof God was pleated to prelerve him 
as a perfbn highly uteful to his Church, to a very great Age, till the mid¬ 
dle of Trajan s reign, when he was brought to give his laft teftimony to 
his Religion, and that upon a very flight pretence. 

X. THE Roman Emperours were infinitely jealous of their new eftabli- 
fhed Sovereignty, and of any that might feem to be Corrivals with them, 
. elpecially in Palejline and the Eajlern parts. For an Ancient and con- 

ftant tradition ( as appears befides Jofephus , both from Suetonius and Ta¬ 
citus ) had been entertained throughout the Eaft , that out of Judaa 
fhould arife a Prince, that fhould be the great Monarch of the World. 
oJiamtmavbf Which though Jofephus to ingratiate himtelf with the Romans , flatter- 
'it- ingly applied to Vefpafian, yet did not this quiet their minds, but that 
vovrtiiwv ftjii they beheld all that were of the line of David with a jealous eye. 
Zkmv w v- This made Domitian, Vefpafian s Son relolve to deftroy all that were of 
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the Blood Royal of the houle of Judah ; upon which account two Ne¬ 
phews of S. Jude, one of the Brothers of our Lord were brought before 
him, and defpiled by him for their poverty andmeannefs, as perfons ve¬ 
ry unlikely to ftand competitors for a Crown. The very fame India¬ 
ment was brought againft our aged Bilhop j for Tome of the Seds of the 
J^,P ot a hleto bear his aftivity and zeal in the caufe of his Religion /. 

and finding nothing elfe to charge upon him, accufedhim to Atticus at I0?> 

tn^ttimeConfular Legato^ Syria , for being of the Pofterity of the Kings ^ 
or Judah, and withal a Chriftian. Hereupon he was apprehended and 
brought before the Proeonful , who commanded him for ieveral days to¬ 
gether to be racked with the mod: exquifite torments. All which he 
underwent with iocompoied a mind, io unconquerable a patience, that 
the Proconjnl and all that were prefent were amazed to fee a perfbn of 
io great Age able to endure fuch and fo many tortures: at laft he was 
commanded to be Crucified. He fuffered inCXX. year of his age, and 
in the X year of T rajm's Reign, Am.Chr. CV Iff the AlexmdrinChrom. 

j ft?*. 3 !* VH^a.Ciir. as appears by the Confuls.ClV, though + 
as doubtful of that, lie places it again in the following Year/after he 
had late bilhop of Jerufalem ( computing his Succeifion from S. ‘Janies his h w4 ' 
Martyrdom ) XLHI, or XLIV years ; fPeUvms makes it no lefs than * AAujv. a 
■o, > W N,u t«orm Patriarch of Conftmtimtle ( probably bv a E P'? h - H ’"f- 
miftake of the figure) aflign him but XXIII. A longer proportion of LXV 1 -f- 2 ««- 
time than a dozen of his immmediate Succelfors were able to make up, 

God probably lengthening out his life, that as a skilful and faithful Pilot 
he might fleer and conduit the Affairs of that Church in thofe difmal and 
itormy days. 
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of that See . The order of his fuccefjion fated. His prudent Govern¬ 
ment of that Church. The tradition of his appointing Antiphonal hymns 
by revelation. Trajan’/ perf renting the Church at Antioch. His difeourfe 
with Ignatius. Ignatius his cruel ufage. His fentente pajfed. His be¬ 
ing tranfmitted to Rome: and why fent fo far to his execution. His ar¬ 
rival at Smyrna, and meeting with S. Polycarp. His Epijllcs to fever al 
Churches. His coming to Troas, and Epijlles thence. His arrival at 
Porto Romano. Met on the way by the Chriftians at Rome. His ear - 
nejl deftre of Martyrdom. His praying for the profperity of the Church. 
The time of his Paffton. His being thrown to wild Be afts. What kind 
of punijhment that among the Romans. The collection of his Remains* 
and their tranfportationto Antioch ; and the great honours done to them. 
The great plenty of them in the Church of Rome. Trajan’; furceafing the 
Perfection againft the Chriftians. The dreadful Earthquakes happening 
at Antioch. Ignatius his admirable Piety. His general folicitude for 
theprefervation and propagation of the Chriftian Dottrine, as an Jpofile 
His care f diligence, and fidelity, as a Bifljop. His patience and fortitude 
as a Martyr. His Epijlles. Polycarp’; commendation of them. * 

IN DING nothing recorded concerning the 
Country or Parentage of this Holy Man, I ffiali 
not build upon meer fanfie and conje&ure 
He is ordinarily {tiled both by himfelf and o'- 
thers Theoplwrus , which though like Juft us it be 
oft no more than a common Epithet, yet is it 
iometimes ufcd as a proper name. It is writ¬ 
ten according to the different accents, either 
and then it denotes a divine perfon a 
Mail whole Soul is full of God, and all holy and divine qualities, o £ xJsw 
^ H Y-'XJ, as Ignatius himfelf is {aid to explain it; or qToqo- 

P&j andfo in a paffive fignification it implies one that is bom or carried 
by God. ^ And in this latter fenfe he is faid to have derived the title from 
our Lords taking him up into his Arms. For thus we are told that he 
Mark 9 3 6. was that very Child whom our Saviour took into his arms, and fet in the 
Matt. 13. rrndft of his Difciples, as the moll: lively inftance ofInnocency and Humi 
(afMsnm this affirmed (if number might carry it) not only by the* 

<ir*cor. TJ (a) Greeks in their public Rituals, by (b) Mctaphraftes , (c) Ni ce ph 0 rn s and 

***** rp others, but ( as the Primate of Armagh (d) obierves from the Manufcrints 

oAi I by "W" Writers, more ancient than tl,£ 

D'cmbr. 2 O. But How conhdently or generally {oever it be reported, the Story at 

££. fefi 1S Sme C l'»m S r^q ZTf'P '7 *? 7 ^ and 

,. 99 <. J els - auie lam (0 s. Chryfoftom (whohad fur better opportunities of 
knowing than they; exprefly affirms of that lie never fiwour 

M92. 2,r ‘ 3S * Savl0ur > or enjoyed any familiarity or converfe with him. 

(4, Amt. is 

Ii’Ut.Aei.J.n. /Oi/wf y.Urrmi Qio$$pQ- , Wttj. N»m©- $ 'bn vWpwck 

'oc a-ac. 

1 1 ?J 1 ' s ,y° un S er y e a r s he was brought up under Apoftolicallnftitu- 
(nmlfw tun r fo ( f)ChryJoJlom tells us, that he was intimately converfint with tlie 
Apoitles, educated and nurled up by them, every where at hand, and 
made] partaker fin^I % ampftTur, both of their familiar difeourfes, and 

more 
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more fecret and uncommon Myfferies. Which though ’tis probable he 
means of Ins particular converlation with S. Peter and Paul, yetfome of 
the forementioned Authors, and not they only, but the* Acts of his 
Martyrdom, written as is fuppofed by fome prefentat it, further affure '• ^5. Edit. 
U r^ aS \J° hn s r DlIci Pk. Being fully inftrufted in the Doftrines VJ[ir * 
of Chnltiamty, he was for his eminent parts, and the great Piety of his 
life, cholentobe Bifliop of Antioch the Metropolis of Syria, andthemoft 
famous and renowned City of the Eaft ; not more remarkable amono- 
Foreign Writers for being the Oriental Seat of the Roman Emperours! 
and their Vice-Roys and Governours; than it is in Ecclefiaftics for its 
eminent entertainment of the Chriftian Faith, its giving the venerable 
title of Chriftians to the Difciples of the Holy Jcfus, and S. Peters firft 
nnd peculiar refidence in this place. Whence tlie Synod of + Confimim- t A,. 
w em I d under Nett art us, in their Synodical Epiftle to the We fern rn - H - EccLL 5*' 
Eifliops, defervedly call it, the mofi ancient and truly Apoftolic Church of /WU ’ 
Antioch, m which the honourable name of Chriftians did fir ft commence. 

In all winch refpects it is frequently in the Writings of the Church by a 
proud kind of title filled QhttoAis, or the City of God. That bnatius 
was conftituted Bifliop of this Church, is allowed on all hands, though 
as to the time and order of his coming to it, almoft the fame difficulties 
occur, which before did in Clemens his fucceffion to the See of Rome 
poflibly not readily to be removed but by the fame method of {elution* 
eafily granted in this cafe by * Baronins himfelf, and fome other Writers of * ad Ann a* 

note in that Church. I (hall not need to prove what is evident enough 
m it felf, and pmnuy acknowledged by the Ancients, that Peter and Paul 
11 i ? ianit y 111 Ci ty, a nd both concurred to the foundation 
ofthis Church ; the one applying himfelf to the Jews, the other to the 
Gentiles. And large enough was the Vineyardto admit the joint-en- 
deavouis of thefe two great Planters of the Gofpel, it being a vaft po¬ 
pulous City, containing at tliat time according to S. Chryfoftom\ compu¬ 
tation, no lels than two hundred thoufand Souls. But the Apoftles ( who 
could not ftay always in one place ) being called off to the Miniftry of 
other Churches, fuv it neceffary to fubllitute others in their room, the 
one i efigning his ti uft to Euodius\ the other to Ignatius. Hence in tlie 
Apoftolic Lonftitutions 1 * Euodi/ts is {aid to be ordained Billion of Antioch +/••/„ 
by S. Peter ; and Ignatius by S. Paul ; till Euodius dying, and the Jcwiftj p.451 , /,<r ' 4/ * 
Coiiverts being better reconciled to tlie Gentiles, Ignatius fuccecded in 
the foie care and Prefidency, over that Church, wherein he might poffi- 
b y be afterwards confirmed by Peter himfelf. In which relped proba¬ 
bly the Author of the (a) Alexandrine Chronic on meant it, when he affirms fa} At An m 
that Ignatius was conftituted Billiop of Antioch by the Apoftles. By this xix. p. $ 2 6.‘ 
means he may be laid both immediately to fucceed the Apolt le, as (ft) Ori- ( b ) 0y k-Hom. 
gen, (c) Euf chins, (d) Athanaftus,a.nd ( e) Chryfoftom affirm, and withal to be eT eSh!ec 
the next after Euodius, as (f) S. Hierom, (g) Socrates , (h) Metaphrafies and 
others place him. However Euodius dying, and he being fetled in it by the stlfT' 1 ' r 
Apoftles hands, might be juftly faid to fucceed S. Peter ; in which fenfe it StU*:’ 9 » 3 * 
is that fome of the Ancients exprefly affirm him to have received his Con- ( 0 ctyfojuae. 
iteration from S. Peter , JW f As rUr P « Mm * S (fjnJj/fcr. 

'ychif.v t<N%ccIo, ld.ys(J)Theodoret and fo their own (k) fliftorian relates it, 
that Peter coming to Antioch in hispaffageto Rome, and finding Euodius EccLU.^b. 

u . ^ Delmnutab. Dialog, up. 3J . Turn. 4 . (^) Jo: Maltl. Cbron. 1. wVaf Mr. 

Not. in. Epift.ad Antioch, fag, \o-j. ' * JJ 

lately 
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lately dead , committed the Government of it to Ignatius , whom he 
madeBifhopof that place: though it will be a little difficult to recon- 
cile the Times to an agreement with that account. 

III. SOMEWHAT above forty Years S. Ignatius continued in his 
charge at Antioch , ( Nicephorus Patriarch of Confiantinople affigns him but 
four years, the figure p for forty, being probably through the carelefs- 
nefs of Tranfcribers fliptout of the account) in the midft of very ftormy 
*Aft. Jgnat. and tempeftuous times. But* he like a wife and prudent Pilot fate at 
f 1 ’ 2 - the Stern, and declined the dangers that threatned them by his prayers 
and tears, his fallings and the conftancy of his preaching, and thofe inde¬ 
fatigable pains he took among them, fearing left any of the more weak 
and unfetlcd Chriftians might be overborn with the ftorms of Perfecu- 
tion. Never did a little calm and quiet interval happen, but he rejoiced in 
the profperityof the Church : though as to himfelf he fomewhat impa¬ 
tiently expe£tcd and longed for Martyrdom,, without which he accoun¬ 
ted lie could never perfectly attain to the love of Chrift, nor fill up the 
duty andmeafures of a true Difciple, which accordingly afterwards be¬ 
came his portion. Indeed as to the particular aXs of his Government, 
nothing memorable is recorded of him in the Antiquities of the Church, 
y h. Red. lot. more than what Socrates relates ( by what Authority, I confefs, I know 
not) thathefaw a Vifion, wherein he heard the Angels with alternate 
hymns celebrating the honour of the holy Trinity, in imitation where¬ 
of heinftituted the way of Antiphonal hymns in the Church of Antioth, 
which thence fpread it felf over the whole Chriftian Church. Whether 
this Story was madeonpurpofeto out-vie the Arrians who were wont 
on the Sabbaths mdLord’s-days to fmg alternate hymns in their Congre¬ 
gations, with fome tart reflexions upon the Orthodox, infomuch that 
Chryfofiom was forced to introduce the fame way of Tinging into the Or¬ 
thodox Affemblies; or whether it was really inftituted by Ignatius , but 
afterwards grown into dif-ufe, I will not fay. Certain it is, that Flavia¬ 
ns afterwards Bifhop of Antioch in the Reign of Conjlantius is * laid to 
eSSTs?! have been t ^ le ft 1 '** tliat thus eftablifhed the Quire, and appointed David\ 
p. Pfalms to be fung by turns, which thence propagated it felf to other 

Churches. S. Ambrofe was the firft that brought it into the Wejtern 
+ Vgebert. Church, reviving (fays the i* Hiftorian ) the ancient inftitution of Igna- 
ci>r. ad Ann. tins , long difufed among the Greeks. But to return. 
thr. 387. XV. I T was about the Year of Chrift CVII. W hen Trajan the Em- 
perour fwelled with his late ViXory over the Scythians and the Daci, 
about the ninth year of his Reign came to Antioch , to make preparation 
for the War which he was refolved to make upon the Parthians and 
Armenians.- He entered the City with the Pomps and Solemnities of a 
triumph, and as his firft care ufiially was about the concernments ofRe- 

* AH. Of. p.2. ligion, he began prefently to enquire into that affair. Indeed he * looked 

upon it as an affront to his other ViXories to be conquered by Chri¬ 
ftians ; and therefore to make his Religion ftoop, had already commen¬ 
ced a Perfecution againft them in other parts of the Empire, which he re- 
folved to carry on here. S. Ignatius ( whofe folicitude for the good 
of his Flock made him continually ftand upon his guard thinking it more 

* An. ign. p. prudent to go himfelf, than /lay to be fent for, of his own * accord pre- 

•3* fented himfelf to the Emperour , between whom there is laid to have 

palled a large and particular difeourfe, the Emperour wondring that he 
dared to tranfgrefs his Laws, while the good Man afferted his own inno- 

cency, 
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cency, and the power which God hath given them over evil Spirits, and 
that the gods of the Gentiles were no better than Damons, there being 
but one fupreme Deity, who made the World, and his only begotten 
Son Jefus Chrift, who though crucified under Pilate , had yet deftroyed 
him that had the power of fin, that is, the Devil, and would ruine the 
whole Power and Empire of the Damons , and tread it under the feet of 
thofe, who carried God in their hearts. The iflue was, tha.t he wascaft 
intoprifbn, where (if what the * Greek Rituals and fome others report, * t* «y f ./ 
be true ) he was for the conftancy and refblution of his Profeffion, fub- idw. n 
jeXed to the moft fevere and mercilefs torments, whipped with Plum- 
bat a, Scourges with leaden Bullets at the end of them, forced to hold fire 
in his hands, while his Tides were burnt with Papers dipt in Oil, his feet 
flood upon live coals, and his flefh was torn off with burning Pincers. 

Having by an invincible patience overcome the malice and cruelty of 
his Tormenters, the Emperour pronounced the t final fentence upon f ah. Mann. 
him , that being incurably over-run with Superftition, he fliould be p. 4* 
carried bound by Souldiers to Rome, and there thrown as a prey to wild 
Beads. The good man heartily rejoiced at the fatal decree, I thank thee, 

O Lord ( laid he ) that thou hajt condcfcended thus perfectly to honour me 
with thy love , and haft thought me worthy with thy Apojlle Paul to be bound 
with iron chains. W ith that he chearfully embraced his chains, and ha¬ 
ving fervently prayed for his Church, and with tears recommended it to 
the divine care and providence, he delivered up himfelf into the hands 
of his Keepers, that were appointed to transport him to the place of 
execution. 

V. I T* may juftly feemftrange, and ’twas that which puzled the 
great * Scaliger , why he fliould be lent fo vaft a way from Antioch in Syria * An imadv. ad 
to be martyred at Rome. Whereof thefe probable accounts may be ren- Euftb. chm. 
dred. Firft, It was ufual with the Governours of Provinces, where f ,20 > 
the malefaXors were more than ordinarily eminent, either for the qua¬ 
lity of their perfons, or the nature of their crimes, to fend them to 
Rome , that their punifhment might be made exemplary in the eye of the 
World. Secondly, his enemies were not willing he fhould fiiffer at 
home, where he was too much honoured and efteemed already, and 
where his death would but raife him into a higher Veneration with 
the People, and fettle their minds in a firmer belief of that Faith, which 
he had taught them, and which they then faw him fealing with his 
Blood. Thirdly , by fo long a journey, they hoped that in all places 
where he came, Men would be morceffeXually terrified from the embra¬ 
cing that Religion, which they faw fb much diftafted and refented by 
the Emperour, and the profeflion whereof could not be purchafed but 
at fb dear a rate; befides the probability , that by this ufage the con¬ 
ftancy of Ignatius himfelf might be broken, and he forced to yield. 

Fourthly, they deflgned to make the good man’s punifhment as fevere 
and heavy as they could, and therefore fb contrived it, that there might 
be a concurrence of circumftances to render it bitter and griveous to 
him. His great Age, being then probably above fourfeore Years old, 
the vaft length and tedioufnefs of the journey , ( which was not a lit¬ 
tle encreafed by the a^xpoTgep 1 <LauAoi as S. Chryfojlom ob- f mmii. cit. 

ferves, their going the fartheft way about, for they went not the direX ;• 5 ° 4 - 
paffageto Rome, but by infinite windings, diverted from place to place) 
the trouble and difficulty of the paflage, bad at all times, but much 

worfe 
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worfe now in Winter, the want of all neceffary conveniencies and ac¬ 
commodations for fb aged and infirm a perfon, the rude and mercilefs 
ufageof his Keepers, who treated him with all ruggednefs and inhuma¬ 
nity: From Syria even to Rome both by Sea and Land I fight withBeafts, 
night and day I am chained to ten Leopards , (which is my military guard) 
+Epift. ad who, the kinder I am to them, are the more cruel and fierce to me, as * him- 
TpViiTiX com P Iains * Befides what was dearer to him than all this, his credit 
c. 36. p. * 107'. and reputation might be in danger to fuffer with him, feeing at fo great 
a diftance the Romans were generally more likely to underftand him to 
fuffer as a Malefactor for fbme notorious crime, than as a Martyr for Re- 
Xflf; uhi Ji gion, and this f Metaphraftes affuresus, was one particular end of his 
‘ * fending thither. Not to fay that beyond all this, the Divine Provi¬ 

dence ( which knows how to bring good out of evil, and to over-rule the 
defigns of bad Men to wife and excellent purpofes) might the rather 
permit it to be fo, that the leading fo great a Man fo far in triumph, 
might make the Faith more remarkable and illuftrious, that he might 
vid. chryfof}. have the better opportunity to eftablifh and confirm the Chriftians, 
Mmi.cit.pag . who flocked to him from all parts as he came along ; and by giving them 
the example of a generous Vertue, arm them with the ftronger refolu- 
tion to die for their Religion, and efpecially that he might leal the truth 
of his Religion at Rome , where his death might be cTuftto-^'Ai©- <f &<n- 
Ibid. ( as Chryfofiom fpeaks ) a Tutor of Piety, and teach xaxavlw pXon- 

(pm the City that was fb famous for Arts and Wifdom, a new and bet¬ 
ter Philofophy than they had learned before. To all which may be ad- 
' ded, that this was done not by the Provincial Governour, who had in¬ 
deed power of executing capital punifhments within his own Province 
( which feems to have been the main ground of Scaliger s fcruple ) but 
immediately by the Emperour himfelf, whofe pleafure and command it 
was that hefliould be fent to Rome ; whither we mult now follow him 
to his Martyrdom : in the account whereof we fhall for the main keep 
to the Atfs of it, written in all probability by Philo and Agathopusy the 
Companions of his Journey, and prefent at his Paflion; two ancient 
Verfions whereof the incomparable Bifhop Vjher firft recovered and 
publifhed to the World. 

* aii. Unit. VI. BEING * configncd to a guard of ten Souldiers, he took his 
f * s ' 5 * leave of his beloved Antioch ( and a fad parting no doubt there was be¬ 
tween him and his People ; who were to fee his face no more ) and was 
condubed on foot to Seleucia , a Port-town of Syria, about fixteen Miles 
diftant thence, the very place whence Paul and Barnabas fet Sail for Cr- 
prus. Here going aboard, after a tedious and difficult Voyage they ar¬ 
rived at Smyrna, a famous City of Ionia , where they were no fooner fet 
on fliore, but he went to falute S. Polycarp Bifhop o t the place , his old 
Fellow-Pupil under S. John the Apoftle. Joyful was the meeting of 
thefe two Holy Men, S. Polycarp being fo flu* from being difeouraged that 
lie rejoyced in the others chains, and earneftly prelfed him to a firm and 
final perfeverance. Hither came in the Countrey round about, efpecially 
the Bifhops, Presbvters and Deacons of the Afian Churches, to behold 
fo venerable a fight, to partake of the holy Martyrs prayers andblef- 
fing, and to encourage him to hold onto his confummation. To re¬ 
quite whofekindnefs, and for their further inftrubion and eftablifhment 
t Ecnfeb. h. in the Faith, he wrote f Letters from hence to feveral Churches, one 
fsf 107? t0 t(le tyhefi™ > wherein he commends Onefimus their Bifhop for his lin¬ 
gular 


gular Charity ; another to the Magnefians, a City feated upon the River 
Meander , which he fent by Damas their Biihop, Bajfus and Apollonius 
Presbyters, and Sotio Deacon of that Church; a third to the Trallians 
by Polybius their Biihop, wherein he particularly prelTes them to fubje- 
efion to their Spiritual Guides, and to avoid thofe pefiilent Heretical Do- 
brines that were then rifen in the Church. A fourth he wrote to the 
Chriftians at Rome, to acquaint them with his prefent ftate, and paflio- 
nate defire not to be hindred in that courfe of Martyrdom, which lie was 
now haftning to accomplilh. 

VII. HIS Keepers a little impatient of their flay at Smyrna, let Sail 
for Troas , a noted City of the lefler Phrygia, , not far from the ruins of 
the ancient Troy : where at his arrival he was not a little refrefhed with 
the news that he received of the Perfecution ceafing in the Church of 
Antioch . Hither feveral Churches lent their Meflengers to vifit and fa- 
lute him, and hence he difpatched two Epiftles, one to the Church at 
Philadelphia , to prefs them to Love and Unity, and to ft and fall in the 
truth and fimplicity of the Gofpel, the other to the Church of Smyrna, 
from whence he lately departed, which he lent, asalfo the former, by 
Burrhus the Deacon, whom they and the Ephefians had fent to wait upon 

him; and together with that ( as(aj Enfebius informs us) he wrote pri- (a) Lor. cit.f. 
vately to St. Polycarp , particularly recommending to him the care and 10 ?- 
overlight of the Church of Antioch , for which as a vigilant Pallor he 
could not but have a tender and very dear regard ; though very learned 
Men ( but certainly without any juft reafon ) think this not to have been 
a diftinb Epiftle from the former, but joyntly direbed and intended to 
St. Polycarp and his Church of Smyrna. W hich however it be, they con¬ 
clude it as certain that the Epiftle to St. Polycarp now extant, is none of it, 
as in which nothing of the true temper and Spirit of Ignatius does appear ; 
while others of great note not improbably contend for it as genuine and 
fincere. From Troas they failed to Neapolis , a Maritime Town of Mace¬ 
donia, thence to Philippi, a Roman Colony ( the very fame journey which 
St. Paulhad gone before him, ; where ( as (b) St. Polycarp intimates in Aft.td IM2 . 
Ins Epiftle to that Church) they were entertained with all imaginable WtWPoij- 
kindnefs and courtefie, and condubed forwards in their Journey. TlffS'e 
Hence they pafled on foot through Macedonia and Epirus, till they came i”'u. 
to Epidamnnm a City of Dalmatia, where again taking Ship they failed 
through the Adriatic , and arrived at Rhegium , a Port Town in Italy, 
whence they direbed their courfe through the Tyrrhenian Sea to Pnteo- 
li, Ignatius defiring (if it might have been granted ) thence to have gone 
by Land, that lie might have traced the fame way, by which St. Paul 
went to Rome. After a day and a nights flay at Puteoli , a profperous wind 
quickly carried them to the Roman Port , the great Harbour and Sta¬ 
tion for their Navy, built near Ofiia at the mouth of Tyber, about fix^ 
teen miles from Rome , whither the holy Martyr longed to come, as much 
defirous to be at the end of his Race, as his Keepers, weary of their 
voyage, were to be at the end of their Journey. 

VIII. THE Chriftians at Rome daily expebing his arrival, were pome 
out to meet and entertain him, and accordingly received him with an 
equal refentment of joy and forrow. Glad they were of the prefence 
and company of fb great and good a Man, but quickly found their joy 
allayed with the remembrance, how foon, and by how fevere a death he 
was td be taken from them : and when fome of them did but intimate, 
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that poffibly the People might be taken off from defiring his death he 
expreffed a pious indignation, intreating tliem to caff no rubs in his way 
nor do any thing that might hinder him, now he was haftning to his 
Crown. Being conduced to Rome , he was prefented to the Prafeft of 
the City, and as ’tis probable, the Emperors Letters concerning him 
were delivered. In the mean time while things were preparing for his 
Martyrdom, lie and the Brethren that reforted to him improved their 
time to pious purpofes; he prayed with them, and for them, heartily 
recommended the Bate ot the Church to the care and protection of out¬ 
bid fed Saviour* and earneftly folicited Heaven, that it would flop the 
Perlecution that was begun, and blefs Chriftians with a true love 1 and 
charity towards one another. That his punifliment might be the more 
pompous and public, one of their folemn Feftivals, the time of their Sa¬ 
turnalia, and that part of it when they celebrated their SigiUaria , was 
pitched on for lus Execution: at which time they were wont to enter¬ 
tain the People with the bloody conflicts of Gladiators , and the hunt¬ 
ing of, and lighting with wild Beafts. Accordingly on the XIII. of 
the K^alcnds of January, that is, December XX. he was brought out into 
the Amphitheatre , and according to his own fervent de/ire, that he might 
have no other Grave but the bellies of wild Bealls, the Lions were let 
loofe upon him, whofo roaring alarm lie entertained with no other con¬ 
cernment, than that now as God’s own Corn he fhouId be ground be¬ 
tween the teeth of tilde wild Bealls, and become white bread for his hea¬ 
venly Mailer. The Lions were not long doing their work, but quick¬ 
ly diipatched their Meal, and left nothing but what they could not well 
devour, a few hard and lolid bones. This throwing of perfons to wild 
Beafts was accounted among the Romans, (a) inter Jummafttpplicia, and 
was never uled but for very capital offences, and towards the vilell and 
molt delpieablc Malefactors, under which rank they beheld the Chrrfti- 
ans, who were lb familiarly dellined to this kind of death, (that as * Ter* 
tnUian tells us j upon any trifling and frivolous pretence, ifaFamineor 
an Earthquake did but happen, the common out-cry was, Chrifliauosad 
Leones , away with the Chriftians to the Lions. 

r AMONG other Chriftians that were mournful fpe&ators of this 
Tragic Scene, were the Deacons I mentioned, who had been the Com¬ 
panions of his journey , who bore not the leaft part in the Borrows 
oi that day. And that they might not return home with nothing but 
the account of fo fad a Story, they gathered up the bones (b) which the wild 
Beafts had Ipaied, and tranlported them to Antioch , where they were 
joyfully received, and honourably entombed in the Cemetery without 
the Gate that leads to Daphne. A paffage which Chryfoftom according 
to his Rhetorical Vein elegantly amplifies as the great honour and 
treafure of that place. Prom hence in the reign of (c) Theodojius they 
were by Ins command, with mighty pomp and folemnity removed to 
the Tyckeon within the City, a Temple heretofore dedicated to the 
public Genius of the City, but now confecrated to the memory 
ot the Martyr. And for their tranflation afterwards to Rome 
and the Miracles (aid to be done by them, they that are further curious 
may enquire. For indeed I am not now at lcifure for thefe things But 
I can diredl the Reader to one that will give him very punftual and par 
ticular accounts of them, and in what places the fcveral parcels of his Re- 
liqucs aic bellowed no lels than live Churches in Rome enriched with 

them. 


them, belides others in Naples , Sicily , France, Flanders , Germany , and 
indeed where not ? And verily but that fome Men have a very happy 
faculty at doing wonders bv multiplication, a Man would be apt to won¬ 
der how a few bones ( arid they were riot many which the Lions fpared ) 
could be able to ferve fo many feveral Churches. I could Iikewife 
tell him a long ftory >f the Various travels and donations of St. Ignatius 
his head, and by what good fortune it Came at laft to the Jefuites Col¬ 
lege at Rome, where it is richly enfhrined , fblemnly and religioufly 
worfhipped, but that I am afraid my Reader will give me no thanks for 
my pains. 

X. ABOUT this time, or a little before, while Trajan was yet at An¬ 
tioch, he flopped, or at leaft mitigated the Perfection againft Chriftians: 

For having had an account from (%) Pliny the Proconfulof Bithynia {whom (*) Ep i 
he had imployed to that purpofe ) concerning the innocency and fim- J. 

plicity of the Chriftians, that they were a harmlefs and inoffenfive Ge- jfifM 0 .*'?: 
neration ; and lately received a Letter from 0) Tiberianus Governour of n.^. vgn. 
Paleflina Prima 9 wherein he told him that he was wearied out inexe- n *'l n Ignat - 
cuting the Laws againft the GaliUans , wlio crouded themfelves in fuch dfkxt a Vap. 
multitudes to Execution, that he could rieitlier by perfuafion nor threat- I°‘M*Uoc.eit. 
nings keep them from owning themfelves to be Chriftians, further pray- 
ing his Majeftics advice in that affair: hereupon he gave command, that wd.Exrerpt.tx 
no inquifition fhould be made after the Chriftians, though if any of them te’j 
offered themfelves, Execution lhould be done upon them. So that the * F ’ 1 * 
fire which had hitherto flamed and burnt out, began now to be extin- 
guifhed, and only crept up and down in private corners. There are 
that (c) tell us that Trajan having heard a full account of Ignatius and his C Dsim.Mtt. 
bufferings, and how undauntedly he had undergone that bitter death , 
repented of what he had done, and was particularly moved to mitigate M°oa. 
and relax the Perlecution: whereby, ( as Metaphrases oblerves ) not 
only Ignatius his Life, but his very death became ttoAAcw **&&&- dyt- 
the Procurer of great Peace and Profperity, and the glory and efta- 
blifhment of the Chriftian Faith. Some not improbably conceive, that 
the fevere judgements which hapned not long after, might have a pecu¬ 
liar influence to difpofe the Emperors mind to more tendernefs and pity 
for the remainder of his life. For during his abode at Antioch , there 
were dreadful and unufual (d) Earthquakes, fatal to other places, but (d)Dio.cap 
which fell moft heavy upon Antioch , at that time fell more than ordi- t/iji.Romi.oi 
nary with a vaft Army and confluence of people from all parts of the tkrf'pfc. 
World. Among thoulandsthat died , and far greater numbers that were 250, Jy. * * 
maimed and wounded, Pedo the Conful loft his life, and Trajan himftlf 
had he not efcaped out at a window, had undergone the fame fate. Ac- ’ 10 ‘ *’ 
cidents which I doubt not prepared his mind to a more ferious confide- 
ration and regard of things. Though theft calamities hapned not till 
fome years after Ignatius his death. 

XI. WHETHER theft judgments were immediate inftances of 
the divine difpleafure for the feverity ufed againft the Chriftians, and 
particularly for their cruelty to Ignatius , 1 will not fay. Certain it is, 
that the Chriftian Church had a mighty lofs in fo uftful and excellent a 
perfbn. For he was a good Man, one in whole bread the true fpirit of 
Religion did eminently dwell, a Man of very moderate and mortified 
affections, in which fenft he doubtlels intended that famous faying,- fo 
much celebrated by the Ancients, O EmQS EPH2 EETATPHTAI, 
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my Love is Ctucijied, that is, ( for to that purpofe he explains it in the ve¬ 
ry words that follow ) his appetites and deiires were crucified to the 
World, and all the Lulls and pleaPures of it. We may with (a) S. Cbry- 
fojiom confider him in a threefold capacity , as an Apojlle , a Bijbop , and a 
Martyr. As in Apoftle fin the larger acception of the word, he being 
S ; e;W 'T*d ’AttgsoAwj’, as the (b) Greek Offices ftile him, the im¬ 

mediate Succc ffor of the Apojilcs in their See ) he was careful to diffufe and 
propagate the genuine Dodrine which he had received of the Apoftles, 
and took a kind of Oecumenical care of all Churches; even in his 
palfage to Rome he furveyed mis vjO ttoMv 7 ra.pouicts, as (c) Eufebius tells 
us, the Diocelfes, or Churches, that belonged to all the Ckies whither 
became , confirming them by his Sermons and Exhortations, anddiredL 
ing EpifHcs to fevcral of the principals for their further order and efta- 
bi fliment iu the Faith. As a Bijbop , he was a diligent, faithful and in- 
duflrious Pallor, infinitely careful of his charge ; which though fo ex¬ 
ceedingly vaft and numerous, he prudently inftruded, governed, and 
fuperinteuded, and that in the midftof ticklifli and troublefome times, 
above forty years together. He had a true and unchangeable love for 
his Feople, and when ravifhed from them in order to his Martyrdom, 
there was not any Church to whom he (d ) wrote, but he particularly beg¬ 
ged their Prayers to God for his Church at Antioch , and offome of them 
defired that they would fend a divine EmbafTador thi¬ 

ther on purpofe to comfort them, and to congratulate their happy deli¬ 
verance from the Perfecution. And becaufe he knew that the profpc- 
rity of the Church and the good of Souls were no lefs undermined by 
Herefie from within, than affaulted by Violence and Perfecution from 
without, he had a peculiar eye to that, and took all occafions of warn¬ 
ing the Church to beware of Hereticks and Seducers, m/j kh'&ict mu at 0 poc- 
‘TToi^Pfa, as he ftiles (e) them, thofe Peaks in the fhape of Men, whole wild 
notions and brutifh manners began even then to embafe Religion, and 
corrupt the fimplicity of the Faith. Indeed he duly filled up all the 
meafures of a wife Governor, and an excellent Guide of Souls, and 
St. Chryfojlom (/)runs through the particular characters of the Bifhop de¬ 
lineated by St. Pauly and finds them all accomplished and made good in 
him; with fo generous a care ( fays he) (g) foexad a diligence did he 
prefide over the flock of Chrift, even to the making good what our Lord 
deferibes, oU p/Ayw ogpr >c^.l v^aovoc. t’^-. artoirnc, as the utmoft pitch and 
line of Epifcopal Fidelity, to lay down his Life for the Sheep ; and this he 
did with all courage and fortitude; which is the laft confideration we lliall 
remarque concerning him. 

XII. A S a Martyr he gave the higher teftimony to his fidelity, and to 
the truth of that Religion which he both preached and pradifed. He 
gloried in his fufierings as his honour and his privilege, and looked 
upon chains, tss f\apyxpna.s , he calls (h) them, as his Jewels 

and his Ornaments : he was railed above either the love or fear of the 
prefent ftate, and could with as much cafe and freedom (fays (i) Chryfo ¬ 
jlom) lay down his life, as another Man could put off his cloaths. The 
truth is, his Soul was ftrangely inflamed with a defire of Martyrdom, he 
wifhed every ftep of his Journey to meet with the wildBeafts that were 
•prepared for him, and tells the (k) Romans, he defired nothing more than 
'they might prefently do his work, that he would invite and court them 
Ipeedily to devour him, and if he found them backward, as they had 

been 
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been towards others, he would provoke and force them. And though 
the death he was to undergo was moll lavage and barbarous, and drel- 
fed up in the moft horrid and frightful fliapes, enough to ftartlc the firm- 
eft relolution, yet could they make no impreffion r &p'd,v y dAx- 
H&vUrov ( lls the (*) Greeks fay of him ) upon his impregnable ada¬ 

mantine mind, any more than the dafhes of a Wave upon a Rock of Mar¬ 
ble, Let the fire ( Paid he * ) and the Crofs, and the ajfaults of wild Beajls,the 
breaking of bones, cutting of limbs y battering the whole body in pieces, yea, and 
all the torments which the Devil can invent come upon me , Jo I may but attain 
to be with Jeffs Chrijl ; profefling he thought it much better to die for' 
Chriff, than to live and reign the foie Monarch of the World. ExpreP 
fions certainly of a mighty Zeal, and a divine Paflion wound up to its 
higheft note. And yet after all, this excellent perfon was humble to 
the lowed: ftep ofabafure: he oft OJprofefles that he looked upon himfelf 
as a n Abortive, arid the very lead: of the Faithful in the whole Church of 
Antioch , and though it was his utmoft ambition, yet he did not know 
whether he was worthy to Puffer for Religion. I might in the laft place 
enter into a difeourfe concerning his Epijlles (the true Indices of the 
piety and divine temper of his mind, ) thofe feven I mean, enumera¬ 
ted and quoted by Eufebius; and collected by St. Polycarp, as (c) himPelf 
exprefly teftifies; but fhall forbear, dePpairing to offer any thing conside¬ 
rable after fo much as has been laid by learned Men about them : only ob- 
ferving, that in the exceptions to the argument from St. Poly carp* s tefti¬ 
mony, little more is Paid even by thoPe who have managed it to the beft 
advantage, than what might be urged againft the m'oft genuine writing 
in the World. I add St. Polycarp* s charader of thefe Epiftles, whereby 
he recommends them as highly ufeful and advantagious,' that they contain 
in them Inftrtttfions and Exhortations to Faith and Patience , and whatever is 
necejfary to build us up in the Religion of our Lord and Saviour: 
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*1'he "Place of his Nativity. The honour and eminence of Smyrna. His edu¬ 
cation under S. John. By himconJiittitedBiJbopof Smyrna. Whether 
the fame with the Bijhop to whom S. John committed the ]/0ung mam 
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S. Polycarp the Angelo/ the Church of Smyrna mentioned in the Apoca- 
lypfe. Ignatius his arrival at Smyrna. His Letters to that Church , and 
to S. Pofycarp. His Journey to Rome about the Quartodcciman Con- 
troverfite. The time of it enquired into. Anicetus hts fuccefjion to the 
See of Rome. Hit reception there by Anicetus. Their mutual kindnefs 
notwit hjlanding the difference. His font oppofing Heretics at Rome. 
His jharp treatment of Marcion, and mighty zeal againjl thofe early cor¬ 
rupters of the Chrijlian Dotfrine. Irenaeus his particular remarques of 
S. Polycarpx Actions. The Perfection under M. Antoninus. The time 
of Polycarp’j- Martyrdom noted. The atfs of it written by the Church 
of Smyrna : t heirgreat efteem and value. S. Polycarp fought for. His 
Martyrdom foretold by a Dream. His apprehenfion, and being conduced to 
Smyrna. Irenarchae, who. PolycarpV rude treatment by Herodes. His 
being brought before the Proconful. Chrifttans refufed to fwear by the Em- 
perours genius, and why. His pious and refolute Anf vers. His fight¬ 
ing the Proconfuls threatnings. His fentente proclaimed. ■ Afiarchae, 
win. Preparation for his burning. His Prayer before his death. Mi- 
raculoufly preftrved in the fre. Difpatched with a Sword. The care of the 
Chrfiians about his remains : this far from a Superfitious veneration. 
Their annual meeting at the place of his Martyrdom. His great Age at his 
death. Theday of his Paffion. His Tomb how honoured at this day. The 
Judgements hapning to Smyrna after his death. The Faith and Patience 
of the Primitive Chrifians noted out of the Preface to the Ads of his 
Martyrdom. His Epiflle to the Philippians. Its ufefulnefs. Highly va¬ 
lued andpublicly read in the ancient Church. The Epifle it felf 



of tire leven 


POLTC A RP was born towards the latter end 
of Nero s Reign, or it may be a little fooner, his 
great Age at the time of his death, with feme 
other circumftances readring it highly probable, 
if not certain. Uncertain it is where he was born, 
and I fee no fufficient reafon to the contrary 
why we may not fix his Nativity at Smyrna, an 
eminent City of Ionia in the lelfer Afia , the firft 

- — —. entred their claim of being the birth-place 

of the famous ( a) Homer , in memory whereof they had a Li¬ 
brary , and a four-fquare Portico, called Homer cum, with a Temple and 
the Statue of Homer adjoyning to it, and ufed a fortofbrafs Coin, which 
they called ‘O^dov, after his name, and probably with his Image ftampt 
upon it. A place it was of great honour and 
renown, and has not only very magnificent ti¬ 
tles heaped upon it by the Writers of thofe Times, 
but in feveral ancient Infcriptions, fet up by the 
public Order of the Senate, not long after the 
time of Adrian , it is (filed, the chief City of Afia , 
both for beauty and greatnefs , themofi fplendid,the 
Metropolis of Afia , and the Ornament of Ionia. Put 
it had a far greater and a more honourable Pri¬ 
vilege to glory in , if it was (fas wefuppofe ) the 
place of St. Polycarp s Nativity, however of his 
„ Education, the feat of his Epifcopal care and 
™ v • ™ charge, and the Scene of his Tragedy and Martyrdom. The (b) Creek's 

vaf ' in 
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in their Memeon, report that he was educated at the charge of a certain 
noble Matron ( whofe name we are told was CaH.fi o ) a Woman of great 
Piety and Charity, who when fhe had exhaufted all her Granaries in re¬ 
lieving the Poor, had them fuddenly filled again by S. Polycarfs prayers. 

The circumftances whereof are more particularly related by Pionius 
( who fuffered, if, which I muft queftion, it was the fame, under the De- 
ctan Perfection ) to this (a) effeft. Callfio warned by an Angel in a dream fO Pm. vh 
fent and redeemed Polycarp (then but a Child ) of fome who fold him, s.poipdrp.ix 
brought him home, took care of his education, and finding him a Youth BoiLntjT* 
of ripe and pregnant parts, as he grew up made him the Major-domo and »«r.xxvJ. 
Steward of her houfe; whofe charity it feems he difpenfed with a very 
liberal hand, infomuch that during her abfence, he had emptied all her 
Barns and Store- houfes to the ules of the Poor For which being char¬ 
ged by his Fellow-Servants at her return, flienot knowing then to what 
purpofe he had imployed them, called for the Keys, and commanded 
him to refign his truft, which was no fooner done, but at her entrance 
in, (lie found all places full, and in as good condition as fhe had left 
them, which his prayers and interceftion with Heaven had again reple- 
nifhed. As indeed Heaven can be fometimes content rather to work a 
Miracle, than Charity fhall fuffer and fare the worfe for its kindnefs and 
bounty. In his younger years he is faid to have been inftru&edinthe 
Chriftian Faith by Bucolus , whom the fame (b) Menton clfewhere informs (b) 
us St. John had confecrated Biihop Smyrnt ; however Qc) Authors of wv) r?r'. ‘ 
more unqueftionable credit and ancient date tell us, that he was S. Johns Ign **. 
Difciple, and not his only, but as (d) tremens, who was his Scholar (fol- stnftTnpf- 
lowed herein by S. Hierom j allures us, he was taught by the Apoftles, and carp Eu - ftb ‘ 
familiarly converted with many who had teen our Lord in the Flefh. AaJ * 

II. BUCOLUS the vigilant and induftrious Biftiop of Smyrna being id Aiv.Hauf. 
dead, ( by whom S. Polycarp was, as we are 0 ) told, made Deacon and Ca- l g e, H ?«• 
techift of that Church, an Oftice which he diteharged with great dili- fux J.ff 
gence and fuccefs, ) Polycarp was ordained in his room, according to Bu- w 3 "- 
colus his own prediftion, who as the (/) Greeks report, had in hishfetime ftfXi 
foretold that he fliould be his Succelfor. He wasconftituted by S. John Flbr - uhi l“? r - 
fay the (g) Ancients generally; though (h) Irenaus followed herein by the 
{t) Chronicle of Alexandria , affirms it to have been done by tire Apoftles, wic.c.dy. 
whether any of the Apoftles befides S. John were then alive, or whether 
he means Apoftolic perfons ( commonly ftiled Apoftles in the Writings of “AlZ'vod 
the Church) who joined with S. John in the contecration. (Ji) Eufebius 
fays, that Polycarp was familiarly converfant with the Apoftles, and re- flffi ft 
ceived the Government of the Church of Smyrna from thofe who had Martyr.Rm. 
been Eye-witneffes and Minfiers of our Lord. It makes not a little for ad26 'I an -P- 
the honour of S. Polycarp , and argues his mighty diligence and folicitude (h)Loc.fupr. 
for the good of Souls, that ( as we ihall note more anon J Ignatius palfing 
to his Martyrdom, wrote to him, and particularly recommended to him ccxxrv! r. 
the infpe£tion and overfight of his Church at Antioch , knowing him Aiton.xxi.'p. 


or tile Alexandrian Chronicle tells us, that it was the Bifhopof Smyrna Y^MAni 1 ’ 
( who could not well be any other than S. Polycarp ) to whom S. John i. oirfiad.' 
commited the tutorage and education of the young Man, whom he wok dmxui'aa 
up in his Vifitation, who ran away, and became Captain of a Company Traj.^.p. j 94 ‘ 
of loofe and debauched High-way Men, and was afterwards reduced 

Q_ and 
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and reclaimed by that Apoftle. But feeing Clerntm Mcxandrin*', who 
, , ... r f !iU “ c le ^ t 0 'T> fcts down neither the name of the Biihop, nor the Citv 
i 2 c% f%. ‘ ““S 1 . 1 *’ 15 Wconfcflbs there were fome that made mention of it, nor b 
this circumftance taken notice of by any other ancient Writer, nor tint 
Bilhops neglecting of ins charge Well confident with S. JVkWs care 
and mduftry, I (hall leave the Story as I find it. Though it cannot be 
denied but that Snrnn t was near to Ephcfas, as S. Clemens lays that Citv 
alio was, and that S. John feems to have had a more than ordinary retrard 
Cf ;/ h “, Ch , urch > ic being next Ephefus, the firft of thole liven famous 
Jfun Churches, to whom he direfted Ins Epiftles, andS. Polycarp at this 
time Bifhop of it: for that he was that Angel of the Church at Smyrna, 
r'.tr. to whom that Apocalyptical Epittle was lent, is not only highly pro’ 
n C ,J bable, but by a (a) learned mail put pall all quellion. I mull confeis that tile 
Tc'ipji.c. c.uiactei and circumftances aferibed by S. John to the An«el of that 
^ Church icem very exaftly to agree with Polycarp ., and with no other 

iiilhopor that Church (about thole times efpecially ) that we read of in 
the lliftory of the Church. And whoever compares the account of 
S. Polycarp s Martyrdom, with the notices and intimations which the 
Apocalypfc there gives of that perlons fuderings and death, will find the 
prophecy and the event fuit togetlier. That which may teem to make 
molt againft it, is, the long time of his prefidency over that See • fecino- 
by this account lie mutt fit at leaft LXXI V years Bifhop of that Churcir 
horn the latter end of Domitians reign ( when the .Apocalpyfe was written \ 
to the Perlecution under M. Aurelius, when he fullered/ To which no 
other folution needs to be given, than that his great, nay extreme Age at 
the time of his death renders it not at all improbable; efpecially when 
we find feveral Ages after, that Remigtns Bifhop of Rhemes late LXXI V 
years Bifhop of that place. 

m. IT was not many years after S.John’s death, when the Perfecution 
under Trajan began to be reinforced , wherein the Eallern parts had 
a very large Ibare, Ann. Chr. CVII .Ignatius was condemned by theEmpc- 
rourat Antioch , and lentenccd to be tranfported to Rome in order to his 
execution. In his voyage thither he put in at Smyrna, to lalute and 
converle with Poly carp, thefe holy Men mutually comforting and en¬ 
couraging each other, and conferring together about the atfairs of the 
Church. From Smyrna, Ignatius and his company failed to Troas whence 
he lent back an EpilHe to the Church of Smyrna , wherein he endeavours 
to lortifie them againft the errours of the Time3 which had crept in 
amongft them, efpecially againft thole who undermined our Lords hu¬ 
manity, and denied his coming in the Flefh, affirming him to have fulfered 
only m an imaginary and phantaftic body. An opinion, ( which as it 
delervcd ) he leverely cenlures, and ftrongly refutes. He further pref- 
les them to a due obfervance and regard of their Bifhop, and thole Ipiri- 
tual Guides and Minifters which under him were let over them ; and 
that they would difpatch a meffenger on purpofeto the Church of An¬ 
tioch, to congratulate that peace and tranquillity which then began to 
be reftored to them. Befides this he wrote particularly to S. Polycarp 
w hom he knew to be a Man of an A poftolic temper, a perfon of liivuilar 
taithfulnefs and integrity, recommending to him the care and fuperin- 
tendency of his dilconlolate Church of Antioch. In the Epiftle it lelf 
as extant at this day, there are many Ihort and ufeful rules and precepts 
ol hie, efpecially fuch as concern the Paftoral and Epifcopal Office. 

And 
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And here again he renews his requeft concerning Antioch, that a melfen- 
ger might be lent from Smyrna, to that Churcli, and that S. Polycarp 
would write to other Churches to do the like ; a thing which he would 
have done himlelf, had not his hafty departure from Troas prevented him. 

And more than this, we find not concerning Polycarp for many Years after 
till fome unhappy differences in the Church brought him upon the public 
Stage. 

IV. IT happened that the guartodcciman controverfie about the 
obfervationof Eajler began to grow very high between the Eajlern and 
We(lern Churches, each Handing very ftifly upon their own way, and 
juftifying themfelvesby Apoftolical prattice and tradition. That this 
fire might not break out into a greater flame, S. Polycarp (a) undertakes (<0 Tm. ap«d 
a journey to Rome to interpofe with thofe who were the main fupports f“f eb - N - EccL 
and Champions of the oppofite Party, and gave life and Ipirit to the con- 
troverlie. Though the exaft time of his coming hither cannot precilely 
be defined, yet will it in a great meafure depend upon Anicetus his fuc- 
ceffion to that See, in whole time he came thither. Now evident it is 
that almoft all the ancient Catalogues place him before Soter, and next 
to Pius, whom he fucceeded. This fucceflion (h) Eufebius places Ann. Chr. (b) chon. J 
CLIV .a computation certainly much truer than that of Baronins, who An ' CLiy ' 
places it in the year CLXV 11 . and confonantly to this the Chronicle of 
Alexandria (c) places S. Polycarp's coming to Rome, Ann. Chr. CLVIII. CO toe. Mn 
Anton. Imp. XXI. ’Tis true indeed that in two ancient Catalogues of the cit • 

Bilhops of Rome, fet down by (d) Optatus and (e) S. Augujlwe, Anicetus is (d ) Dl Schifm 
let before Pius , and made immediately to fucceed Hyginus ; by which ac- Donati fl Up] 
count he muft be removed fifteen years higher, for lo long Enfebius pofitive- ??j Ep CLXV 
ly lays Pius fate.And methinks it leems to look a little this way, that Euje- **G»irof. ’ 
bins having given an account of the Emperour Antoninus Pius his Refcript coL 7SU 
in behalf of the Chriftians ( granted by him in his third Confulfhip, 

Ann.Chr. CXL.or thereabouts ,1 immediately adds that (f) about the time ( f)H.EuU. A : 
of the things Ipoken of, Anicetus governed the Church of Rome, and 
Polycarp came thither upon this errand; the late peace and indul¬ 
gence granted to the Chriftians probably adminiftring both opportunity 
and encouragement to his journey. But feeing this Scheme of Times 
contradi&s Enfebius his plain and pofitive account in other places, and 
thatmoft ancient Catalogues, efpecially that of (g) Irenes and (h)Hegeftp- r g ) Ub. V c.^ 
pus (who both lived and were at Rome in the time of Anicetus himlelf/con- * a P■ Eu f L 4 * 
llantlv place Anicetus next to Pins : I dare not difturb this ancient and n 
almoft uncontrolled account of things, till I can meet with better evi- uTifnJ 
dence for this matter. But when ever it was, over he came to Anicetus 
to confer with him about this affair. Which makes me the more won¬ 
der at the learned Monfienr if) Valois, who with fo peremptory aconfi- ^ Amt . 
dence denies that Poly carp came to Rome upon thiserrad, and that it zkTp.'ilo. 
was not the difference about the Pafcbal lolemnity, but fome other con- 
troverfies that brought him thither, when as (k) Irenaus his exprefs words (O 
are, (if Eufebius rightly reprelent them) that he came to Rome to confer ihfchlL 
and difcourle with Anicetus, S\d n rTfeA rm -yj w nrtLqg, fyApc/.s, by Altx.A An 2. 

reafon of a certain controverfie concernnigthe day whereon Eajler was to be 224. tnd. 
celebrated. ’Tis true he (l) lays, that they differed a little ^ -nr^r, hJufln. 

about fome other things, but this hundred not, but that the other was the -mf***# 4 V 
main errand and inducement of his Voyage thither: though even about Arp iifirf 
that (as lie adds ) there was ho great contention between them. For CO/S./., r 
cl* thofi: H h ' ! - 
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thole holy and bleffed Souls knowing the main and vital parts of Reli¬ 
gion, not to be concerned in Rituals and external Oblervances, mutually 
laluted and embraced each other. They could not indeed 16 fatisfie 
one another, as that either would quit the cuftoms which they had 
oblerved, but were content Rill to retain their own lentiments, without 
violating that charity, which was the great and common Law of their 
Religion. In token whereof they communicated together at the Holy 
Sacrament •, and Anicetus to put the greater honour upon St. Polycarp 
gave him leave to conlecrate the Eucharift in his own Church: after 
which they parted peaceably, each iide though retaining their ancient 
Rites, yet maintaining the peace and communion of the Church. The 
fs)Syn.iPapp. ancient (a) Synodicon tells us that a Provincial Synod was held at Rome 
tdi & £ condi a b° ut this mat ter by Anicetus, Poly carp, and ten other Bifliops, where it 
ToZi.coi% 5 . was decreed that Eaftcr fliould not be kept at the time, nor after the 
edit, novij}'. Rites and manner of the Jews, but be celebrated dffli ^ 

A-rt on the eminent and great Lord’s day that followed after it. 

But improbable it is that S. Polycarp fliould give his Vote to any fuel! 
determination, when we know that he could not agree with Anicetus in 
this controverfle, and that he left Rome with the fame judgment and 
pra&ice herein, wherewith he came thither. 
tb^h'.adv.h*. v • DURINGhis ftay at® Rome he mainly fet himfelf to convince gain* 
ref.i. $.c. 3. p. layers, teftifying the truth of thole Doftrines which he had received 
Xtf: fromthe Apoftles, whereby he reclaimed many to the Communion of 
the Church, who had been infefted and over-run with errors efpe- 
cially the pernicious herefles of Marcion and Valentinus . And’ when 
Marcion meeting him one day accidentally in the ftreet, and ill relenting 
fxdvox oM'av, /Mtweii, 7 iwv <pu- R yiat did n °t falutc him, called out to him, 
tit 7* x) tipLulnt StiViJpfyo!, t- f want Polycarp, own us ; the good Man replied in a juft 
'wpv-n-nMv x) ’iy/at Metpw'wj'o.. indignation, 1 own thee to be the firft-born of Satan. 


himfelf. Indeed S. Poly carp's pious and devout mind was fermented 
with a mighty zeal, and abhorrency of the poyfbnous and peftilent prin¬ 
ciples, which in thofe times corrupted the iimplicity of the Chriftian 
Faith, infomuch that when at any time he heard any thing of that na- 
ture ? llC was wont (c) piefcntly to flop hi, ears, and cry out, Good God,,»- 
£<#./.5.C.20. to what times haft thou rejerved me, that I fhouldhear fuch things 1 imme* 
p. 188. diatcly avoiding the place where he had heard any fuch difeourfe. And 
the fame diflike he manifefted in all the Epiftles, which he wrote either 
to neighbour-Churches, or particular perfons, warning them of errours 
and exhorting them to continue ftedfaft in the truth. This zeal againft 
Hereticks, and efpecially his carriage towards Marcion , we mayiimpofe 
(d)im.i.s.c. he learnt in a great meafure from S. John , of whom he was wont to (Atell 
that going into a Bath at Evhefus, and cfpying Cerwthus the Hercliarch 
t-M- there, he prefently flatted back, Let us be gone( faid he to his Compa- 
nions ) left the Rath wherein there is Ccrinthus the enemy of the truth fall 
upon our heads. This paflage ( lays Iremeus ) fome yet alive heard from 
S. Polycarp's own mouth, and himfelf no doubt among the reft* forfo 
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00, ou n.uid,juuiiy Lduuuus ^ lays irenms ) were the 
Apoftles, and their followers, not fo much as bv 
ZShPlS. W f lc ° ulie f comml| nicate with any that did ad J- 
terate and corrupt the truth ; oblerving S. Paul's 
Tk. 3.9,10. rule, Amanthatisan Heretic after thefrft andfecond admonition reject ' 
knowing that he that is fuch is perverted, and fmneth . beino Sc 
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hetellsusO^elfewhere, that in his youth when he was with S. Polycarp (^Epift.yd- 
in the leffer Afia, lie took fuch particular notice of things, that he per- Florin -’ <bi M r ‘ 
fettly remembred the very place where he ufed to fit while he dilcour- 
fed, his goings out and coming in, the fliape of his Body, and the manner 
of his life, his difcourles to the People, and the account he was- wont to 
give of his familiar converle with S. John , and others who had leen our 
Lord, whole layings he rehearled, and whatever they had told him con¬ 
cerning our Saviour, concerning his Miracles and his Do&rine, which 
themfelves had cither feen or heard, agreeing exattly with the relations 
of the Sacred Hiftory. All which Irenes tells us he particularly took 
notice of, and faithfully treafured them up in his mind, and made them 
part of his conftant meditation. Thefe are all the material remarks 
which I find among the Ancients concerning Poly carp during the time 
of his Government of the Church at Smyrna. Indeed there are leveral 
Miracles and particular paffages of his life related by the above-mentioned 
Pionius , which tend infinitely to exalt the honour of this holy Man. 

But feeing the Author is oblcure, and that we can have no reafonable 
latisfa&ion who he was, and whence he borrowed his notices and ac¬ 
counts of things, I chule rather to fulpend my belief, than to entertain 
the Reader with thole ( at beft uncertain ) relations which he has given 
us. 

VI. IN the Reign of M. Antoninus and L. Vents , began a fevere Per- 
lecutiori, ( whether fourth or fifth, let others enquire ) againft the Chri- 
ftians, Melt to Bifliop of Sardis , who lived at that time, and dedicated 
his Apology to the Emperours making mention of •£) £ ’Acnav S'oy- 
fjftdcc dj (li) new Edttts and Decrees which the Emperours had 

iffued out through Afia, by vertue whereof impudent and greedy Infor- if .26. ' 

mers fpoiled and vexed the innocent Chriftians. But the ftorm increa- 1 47 - 
fed into a more violent tempeft about the leventh Year of their Reign , 

Ann. Chr. CLXVII when the Emperour Marcus Antoninus defigning an 
expedition againft the (c) Marcomani, the terrour of whom had lufficiently ^ j uL c in 
awakened them at Rome fummoned the Priefts together, and began more vu.M.Anm.c: 
folemnly to celebrate their Religious Rites, and no doubt but he was I3 ^ ,l8r * 
told that there was no better way to propitiate and atone the Gods, than 
to bear hard upon the Chriftians, generally looked upon as the moft open 
and hateful enemies to their Gods. And now it was that S. Polycarp 
after a long and diligent dilcharge of his duty in his Epilcopal Ration re* 
ceived his Crown. So vaftly wide of the mark are the later (d) Greeks, 
making him in their public Offices to luflPer Martyrdom under the Decian f 
Perlecution. Nor much nearer is that of (e) Socrates f however he fell ^iCpvay! 
into the errour ) who tells us that he was Martyred under Gordianus : (0 H.Eccl.u 
Miftakes 16 extravagant, that there needs no more to confute them, than 
to mention them. Concerning his Sufferings and Martyrdom we have 
a full and particular relation in a Letter of the Church of Smyrna, writ¬ 
ten not long after his death to the Church of Philomclum ( or more 
truly Philadelphia ) and in the nature of an Encyclical Epiftle, to all the 
Dioceles (meprAaii) of the Holy Catholick Church ; the far greateft part 
whereof Eufebius has inlerted into his Hiftory, leaving out only thebe- 
ginning and the end, though the entire Epiftle, together with its ancient 
Verfion, or rather Paraphrale, is lince publifhed by Bifliop Vjher. It 
was penned by Euariftus, and afterwards (as appears by their leveral 
fubferiptions at the end of it) tranferibed out of Jrcnaus his Copy by 
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Cains, contemporary and familiar with Iremeus, out of his by one So- 
crates at Corinth, and from his by Pionius } who had with great dili¬ 
gence found it out. A piece it is that challenges a lingular efteem 
and reverence both for the lubjeft matter and the Antiquity of it with 
( ndE^ Udv ' wind] (a) Scaligcr thinksevery ferious and devout mind mult needs be fo 
MMiLxxxin. aifeCted, as never to think it has enough on’t: profeffing for his own 
h 222, part that he never met with any thing in all the Hiftory of the Church 
with the reading whereof he was more tranfported, fo that he ieera- 
ed no longer to be himfelf. Which effed that it may have upon the 
pious well-difpofed Reader, we ffiall pretent him with this followineac- 

rruinf- ° 
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VII. THE Perfecution growing hot at ( b') Smyrna, and many having 
already fealed their confeffion with their Blood, the general out-crv 
was, Away with the impious , ( or the Atheifis , fuch they generally called 
and accounted the ChriAians) let Polycarp be fought for. The good man 
was notdilturbed at the news, but refolved to endure the brunt: till 
Ins friends, knowing his lingular ufefulnefs, and that our Lord had gi¬ 
ven leave to his Difciples, when pertecutedin one City to flee to ano¬ 
ther, prevailed with him to withdraw into a neighbouring Village 
where with a few Companions he continued day and night in Prayer ’ 
earneftly interceding with Heaven ( as afore-time it had ever been his 
cuftom) for the peace and tranquillity of all the Churches in the World. 
Three days before his apprehenfion falling at night as he was at Prayer 
into a trance, he dreamt that his Pillow was on lire, and burned to allies * 
which when he awakened, he told his friends was a prophetic preface 
that he Ihould be burnt alive for the caufe of ChriA. In the mean time 
he was every where narrowly fought for, upon notice whereof his friends 
perl waded him to retire into another Village, whither he was no fooner 
come but his enemies were at hand, who teizing upon a couple of 
Youths (one of whom by Aripes they forced to a confelTion, j were 
by them conduaed to his lodging. Entering the houte at Evening 
they perceived him to be in Bed in an upper Room; and though upon 
notice before hand of their coming he might eafily have laved°himtelf 
by Hipping into another houfe, yet he refuted , laving , T/je will of the 
Lord be done . Undemanding his Pcrtecutors were there, he came down 
and Muted them with a very chearful and gentle countenance; in lb 
much that they who had not hitherto known him, wondered to behold 
fo venerable a perfon, of fo great age, and fo grave and compoted a 
prefence, and what needed all this Air to hunt and take this poor old 
Man ? He nothing concerned, ordered a Table to be fpread, and Provi¬ 
sions to be fet upon it, inviting them to partake of them, and only re¬ 
queuing for himfelf, that in the mean wliilehe might have one hour for 
Prayer. Leave being granted, he rote up, and betook himfelf to his 
devotions, wherein he had fuch mighty affiAances of divine grace that 
lie continued praying near two hours together, heartily recommendino- 
to God the cafe of all his friends and acquaintance, whether cr rea c 
little, honourable or ignoble, and the ftate of the Catholic °Church 
throughout the World, all that heard him being aftoniOied at it and of 
them now repenting that fo divine and venerable an old Man ffiould be 
put to death. 

VIII. HIS Prayer being ended, and they ready to depart, he was let 
upon an Als, and (tt being then the great Sabbath, though what that 

Great 
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Great Sabbath was, learned Men, I believe, will hardly agree till the com¬ 
ing of Elias ) conduced into the City. As they were* upon the Road, 
they were met by Herod and his Father Nicetesy who indeed were the 
main Springs of the Perfecution, and had put the tumult into motion. 
This Herod was an Iren arc ha one of tliote, adquos tuenda publics Pads 
'vigilantiapertinebat, as(a)S.AuguJtin deteribes them; their Office was moll 
what the lame with that of our modern Juftices of the Peace,, they being 
tet to guard the Provinces, and to tecure the public peace and quietnels 
within their teveral Jurifdi&ions, to prevent and fupprefs Riots and Tu¬ 
mults, Robberies and Rapines, and to enquire into the Companions and 
Receivers of all fuch perfons, and to tranfmit to the Magiftrates the 
examinations and notices which they had received of fuch matters. 
They were appointed either by the Emperour himfelf, or the Prafetfi 
Prcttorio, or the Decurios \ and at this time the cuAom in the Provinces 
of the leffcr Apa was, that every City did yearly tend ten of the names 
of their principal perfons to the Governour of the Province, who chofe 
out one to be the Irenarcha, the Keeper, or JuAice of the Peace. 
Being afterwards found grievous and troublefom to the People, they 
were taken away by a Law of the younger (c) Tbcodofms , though the Of¬ 
fice remained under another name. This Office at Smyrna was at this time 
managed by this Herod, whom (d) Baronins conjectures to be (e) Her odes 
Attic us, a Man of Confular dignity, and of great learning aiid eloquence, 
and who had been Tutor to the pretent Emperour. Certain it is that 
that governed in the free Cities of (/) AJia, and refuted fbmetimes 
at Smyrna: though it cramps the conjecture, that the name of that 
Herod: s Father was Atticus, of this Nicetes, unlefs we will fuppofe him to 
have had two names. But whoever he be, a great enemy he was to 
Polycarp, whom meeting upon the way, he took him up into his Chariot, 
where both he and his Father by plaufible infmuations fought to un¬ 
dermine his conAancy, asking him what great harm there was in faying 
My Lord the Emperour , and in facrificing, by which means he might 
eteape. This was an ufualway of attempting the ChriAians; not that 
they made any fcruple to acknowledge the Emperour to be their Lord\ 
( none were lb forward, fo earneft to pay all due fubjeCHon and reve¬ 
rence to Princes ; but becaufe they knew that the Romans , too apt fo 
flatter the ambition of their Emperours into a fondly ufurpt Divinity, 
by that title ufually underftood God, as (g) Tertullian tells them; in any 
other notion of the word they could as freely as any call him Lord , though, 
as he adds, even (/;) Augujlus himfelf modeAly forbad that title to°be 
aferibed to him. 

IX. S. P 0 LTC ARP returned no anfwer to their demand, till im¬ 
portunately urging him, he replied, that he would not at any rate com¬ 
ply with their perfuafions. FruArated of the ends which they had 
upon him, they now lay afide the Vizor of their dittembled friendffiip, 
and turn their kindnefs into fcorn and reproaches, thruAing hitnout of 
the Chariot with fb much violence, that he bruited his thigh with the 
fall. Whereat nothing daunted, as if he had received no hurt, he chear- 
fully haftnedontothe place of his execution under the conduCt of his 
Quard ;• whither when they were come, and a confuted noife and tumult 
wasariten, a voice came from Heaven (heard by many, but none teen 
whofpakeit, ) faying, Polycarp be Jlrong , and quit thy felf like a Man. 
Immediately he was brought before the public Tribunal, where a great 
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fhout was made, all rejoicing that he was apprehended. The Procon- 
* Out. s act. ful ( whole name was L. Static Quadrat us, ) this very year, as * Arifti- 
des thz Orator who lived at this time at Smyrna, informs us, the Procon- 
ful of Afia, ( as not long before he had been Conful at Rome ,) asked him 
whether he was Polycarp ? which being confelTed, he began to perfuade 
him to recant; Regard, faid he, thy great Age, [wear by the genius ofCatfar, 
repent, and fay with us. Take away the impious. Thefe were a. ailn >3-es euu- 

'n/ts, as my Authors truly obferve, their ufual terms and propofols to 
Chriftians, who ftoutly refilled to fwear by the Emperours^mz/j; upon 
which account the Heathens generally traduced them as Traitors and Ene¬ 
mies to the State, though to wipe on that charge, they openly profelfod 
(i) Tnt.Apoi. U) that though they could not fwear by the fortune of the Emperour, 
r. 32. p. 28. f their genii being accounted deities, whom the Chri tiansknew to be but 
o/p.8^.4'21. Damons, and calf out at every turn ) yet they ftrupled not to fwear by 
the Emperours fafety , a thing more auguft and focred, than all the genii 
in the World. 

X. THE Holy Martyr looking about the Stadium, and with a fovere 
and angry countenance, beholding the croud, beckned to them with 
his hand, fighed and looked up to Heaven, laying, ( though quite in 
another lenle than they intended ) Take away the impious. The Procon - 
ful ftill perfuaded him to fwear, with promile to releale him, withal 
urging him to blafpheme Chrift ; for with that temptation they were 
wont to alTault Chriftians, and thereby to try the fincerity of their Re- 

0 ) Epifl. ad negados, a courle which (b) Pliny tells us he oblerved towards Apoftate 
trfan. imp. Chriftians, though he withal confefles, that none of them that were 
P-97- -io. really Chriftians could ever be brought to it. The motion was relen¬ 
ted with a noble foorn, and drew from Polycarp this generous confelfion, 
Fourf core and fix Tears I have ferved him, and he never did me any harm , 
how then /ball I now blafpheme my Kjng and my Saviour ? But nothing, will 
fotisfie a malicious milguided Zeal the Proconful ftill importuned him 
to fwear by C afar s genius', to whom he replied, Since you are fo vainly 
ambitious that 1 Jhould Jwear by the Emperours genius, as you call it, as if you 
knew not who I am , hear my free corfiffion, lam a C hr if Han. If you have 
a mind to learn the Chrifiian Religion, appoint me a time, and I'll inftrutt 
you in it. The Proconful advifed him to perfuade the People; he an- 
fwered, To yon I rather chufeto addre/s my dijeourfe', for we are com¬ 
manded by the Laws of our Religion to give to Princes and the Powers or¬ 
dained of God\ all that due honour and reverence , that is not prejudicial 
And contrary to the precepts of Religion. As for them (meaning the com¬ 
mon Herd ) I think them not competent Judges, to whom 1 jhould apologize, 
or give an account of my Faith. 

XI. THE Proconful now law’twasin vain to ufe any further per- 
luafives and intreaties, and therefore betook himfelf to leverer Argu¬ 
ments : I have wild Beafis at hand ( laid he ) to which Til cajl thee, unlefs 
thou recant. Call for them ( cried the Martyr )for we are immutably rcfolvi d 
not to change the better for the worfe, accounting it fit and comely only to 
turn from Vice to Vert ue. Since thou makeli: lb light of wild Beafts pad¬ 
ded the Proconful) I have a Fire that fhall tame thee, unlels thou repent. 
Thou threat nejl me with a Fire ( anfwered Polycarp ) that burns for an hour, 
and is prefently extintt, but art ignorant alas of the Fire of eternal damna¬ 
tion and the Judgment to come , refervedfor the wicked in the other World. 
But why delay eft thou f bring forth what ever thou haft a mind to. This 

and 


The Life of St. P o 


LYCARP, 


and much more he fpake with a plealant and che'arfuj confidence, and a 
divine grace was confpicuous in his very looks, fo far was he from 
cowardly finking under the great threatnings made againft him. Yea 
the Proconful himfelf was aftonilhed at it, though finding no good could 
be done upon him, he commanded the Crier in the middle of the Stadium 
thrice to make open Proclamation ( as was the manner of the Romans in 
all Capital Trials ) Poly carp has confeffed himfelf a Chriftian. Whereat 
the whole multitude both of Jews and Gentiles that were prefent ( and : 
probable it is that the 'nKoivuv -f Aaicts , the Conimon-Council, or Ajfembly 
of Afia, might about this time be held at Smyrna for the celebration of 
their common Shews and Sports; for that it was fometimes held here i§ 
evident from an ancient * Infcription making mention of it, ) gave a * 
mighty fhout, crying out aloud, This is the great Dollar of Afia, and the naAkOi. 
Father of the Chriftians', this is the deftroyer of our gods, that teaches Men nOnasI- 
not to do Sacrifice, or Worfljip the Deities. ° AS, M*m t 

XII. THE cry being a little over, they immediately addrefted them- 0x » n ^\-bi9- 
felves to Philip the Aft arch : thefe (a) Afiarchs were Gent tie Vnei\s belong- (a)vu.i. 6 
ingto the Commonalty of Afia, yearly cholen at the Common-Council or St{l - 4 'fdt 
Aifembly of Afia, to the number of about ten, ( whereof one was Prin- 

cipal) out of the names returned by the feveral Cities. It was an Office Vaeal.Tiu j. 
of great honour and credit, but withal of great expence and charge, 
they being obliged to entertain the People with Sights and Sports upon sT. iv. 
the feftival Solemnities, and therefore it was not conferred but upon the 
more wealthy and fubftantial Citizens. In this place Was Philip at this 
time, whom the People clamoroufiy requqfted, to let a Lion upon the 
Malefa&or. Which he told them he could not do, having already ex¬ 
hibited the ww Kuvnfteia., the hunting of wild Beafts with Men, one of 
the famous (hews of the Amphitheatre. Then they unanimoufly demand¬ 
ed,, that he might be burnt alive ; a fine, which he himfelf from the 
Vilion in his Dream had Prophetically foretold ftiould be his portion. 

The thing was no fooner faid than done, each one Arriving to bear a part 
in this fatal Tragedy, with incredible fpeed fetching Wood and Faggots 
from feveral places, but efpecially the Jews were peculiarly aftive in the 
forvice, malice to Chriftians being almoft as natural to them, as ’tis for 
the fire to burn. The fire being prepared, St. Polycarp untied his Girdle, 
laid afide his Garments, and began to put o!f his Shoes; Minifteries 
which he before was not wont to be put to; the Chriftians ambitioully 
ftriving to be admitted to do them for him, and happy he that could 
firft touch his Body. So great a reverence even in his younger years had 
he from all for the admirable ftriftnds and regularity of his holy 
life. 

XIII. THE Officers that were imployed in his Execution having dif- 
pofed all other things, came according to cuftom to nail him to the 
Stake , which hedefired them to omit, affiiringthem, that he who gave 
him ftrength to endure the fire, would enable him without nailing to 
ftand immoveable in the hotteft flames. So they only tied him, who 
ftanding like a Sheep ready for the flaughter, defigned as a grateful Ife- 
crifice to the Almighty, clafping his hands which were bound behind 

him, he poured out his Soul to Heaven in this following Prayer. 0 Lord 

God Almighty, the Father of thy well-beloved and ever-blejfed Son Jefus 
Chrift, by whom we have received the knowledge of thee ; the God of Anocls, 

Powers, and of every creature, and of the whole race of the right eous^who 
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live before thee *, 1 blefs thee that thou haft gracionjly cpndefccnded to bring 
me to this day and, hour , that I may receive a portion in the number of thy 
holy Martyrs, and drink of Chrift s Cup, for the re fur re chon to eternal life 
both of Soul and Body m the incorruptiblenefs of the holy Spirit. Into which 
number grant 1 may be received this day , being found in thy fight as a fair 
. and acceptable Sacrifice, fitch a one as thou thy felf hajl prepared, that Jo thou 
'maycjl accompliflj what thou, 0 true and faithful God, haft forefhewn. Where¬ 
fore I praife thee for all thy mercies, lblefsthee, I glorific thee, through the 
eternal hligh-Prieft, thy beloved Son Jefus Chrift', with whom to thyfclf and 
the Holy Ghoft, be glory both now. and for ever. Amen . Which laft words he 
pronounced with a more clear audible voice, and having done his Prayer, 
the Minifters of Execution blew up the Fire, which incrcafing to a mighty 
flame, belwld a wonder ( feen, fay my Authors, by us, who werepur- 
polcly referved, that we might declare it to others ) the flames dilpofing 
themlelvcs into the rcfcmblancc of an Arch, like the Sails of a Ship 
fwelled with the wind, gently encircled the bo¬ 
dy of the Martyr, who ftood all the while in 
the midft, not like roafted flefli, but like Gold or 
Silver purified in the Furnace, his body lending 
forth a delightful fragrancy, which like frankin'- 
cenfe, or lome other coftly fpiccs, prelented it 
fclf to our lenfes. 

XIV. HOW blind and incorrigibly obflinatc 
is unbelief! The Infidels were fo far from being 
convinced, that they were rather exalperated by 
the miracle, commanding a Spearman, one of 
thole who were wont to difpatch wild Bealls 
when they became outragious, to go near and 
run him through with a Sword; which he had no fopner done, hut 
Inch a valt quantity of blood flowed from the wound, as extinguilhed 
and put out the lire; together with which a Dove was feen to ily from 
tile wounds of his body, which fbmc liippole to have been his Soul, 
cloathcd in a vilible lhape at. the time of its departure ; though true it 
is, that this circumlhmce is not mentioned in Eufdiush is account, and pro¬ 
bably never was in the Original. Nor did the malice of Satan end here, 
he knew by the innocent and unblameable courle of his life, and the glori¬ 
ous conftancy of his Martyrdom, that he had certainly attained the Crown 
of Immortality, and nothing now was left for his Ipight to work on, but to 
.deprive them even of the honour of his bones. For many were delimits 
to have given his.body decent and honourable burial, and to have allem- 
hled there for the celebration of his memory; but were prevented by 
feme who prompted Nicctcs the Father of Herod , and Brother to Ala, 
to advife the Proconful not to bellow his body upon the Chriftians, left 
leaving their Crucified Mailer,.they i'hould hcncelorth worfliip Pol)earn 
ns. A luggeilion however managed by the Heathens, yet firft contrived and 
prompted by the Jews, who narrowly watched the Chrillians when they 
would have taken away his body from the place of Execution: “ Lit- 
“ tie confidering (they are the very words of my Authors)how impollible 
“ it is.that either we fhould forlake Chrill, who died for the falvarion of 
“ the whole World, oy that wefhould worlhip any other. Him we adore 
“ as the Son of God ; but Martyrs as the Dilciples and followers of our 
Lord, we deleryedly love for their eminent kiudngls towards their 
^ \ “own 


“ own Prince and Mafter, whole Companions and fellow-Difciples we 
“ alfo by all means defire to be. So far were thofe Primitive and better 
Ages from that undue and fuperftitious veneration of the Reliques of rri ^ Mrift. 
Martyrs and departed Saints, which after-ages introduced into the Church F,Irtl ’ chj P-t' 
as elfewhere we have fhewed more at large. 

XV. THE Centurion beholding the perverfenels and obftinacy of the 
Jews , commanded the body to be placed in the midlf, and in the ufual 
manner to be burnt to afhes; whofe bones the Chriltians gathered up 
as a choice and ineftimable treafure, and decently interred them. In 
which place they relblved, if polfible ( and they prayed God nothing 
might hinder it ) to meet and celebrate the birth-day of his Martyrdom, 
both to do honour to the memory of the departed, and to prepare and 
encourage others hereafter to give the like teftimony to the Faith. Both 
which confutations gave birth and original to the MemorU Martyrum , 
thole Iblemn Anniverfary Commemorations of the Martyrs wjhich we 

have in another place more fully fhewed, were generally kept in the Mid. chap. 7 * 
Primitive Church. Thus died this Apoftolical Man Ann. Chr. CLXVII. 
about the hundredth year of his Age; for thole eighty fix years , which 
himfelf fpeaks of, wherein he had ferved Chrift, cannot be laid to com¬ 
mence from his birth, but from his Baptifm ornew-birth, at which time 
we cannot well luppole him to have been lels than fixteen or twenty 
years old .* befides his converle with the Apoftles, and conlecration by 
St. John, reafonably fuppofe him of lome competent years, for we cannot 
think he would ordain a Youth, or a very young Man Bifhop, especially 
of fo great and populous a City. The incomparable (a) Primate from a (a^An.inEp, 
palfage in his Epiftle conjettures him to have lived (though not then Poifurp. * 
converted to Chriftianity) at the time when St. Paul wrote his Epiftles; f ' 2 ' 
which if lo, muft argue him to have been of a greater Age : nor is this 
any more improbable than what (b) Quadrating the Chriftian Apologiti, (b'jAp.Eufib.t. 
who lived under Hadrian, and dedicated life Apologetic to that Emperor, 4 f -s-M‘ 6 . 
reports ; that there were fome of thole whom our Lord had healed, and 
railed from the dead alive even in his time: and of Simeon SuccelTor to 
St. James in the Bifhoprick of Jerufalem, (c) Hegefippus exprefiy relates ( C ) ihid.l. 3 . 
that he wasanCXX years old, at the time of his Martyrdom. Sure I e -3 2 - M°4* 
am, (d) Iremeus particularly notes of our St. Polycarp , that he lived a WAdv./terefi 
very long time, and was arrived to an exceeding great age, when he under- 
went a moft glorious and illuftrious Martyrdom for the Faith. p• 127!' * 

XVI. HE fuffered on the lecond of the Month Xanthicus , the VIJ. 
of the Kalends of May, though whether miftaken for the VII. of the 
Kalends of April, and lo to be referred to March XXVI. as fome will 
have it, or for the VII. of the Kalends of March, and fo to be adjudged 
to February XXIII. as others, is difficult to determine. It lliall fuffice 
to note, that his memory is celebrated by the Greek Church, February 
the XXIII. by the Latine, January t\\QX'£.Vl. The Amphitheatre where 

he fuffered is in a great meafure yet remaining f as a late (e ) Eye-witnefs and CO. Th. Smith 
diligent fearchcr into Antiquity informs us) in the two oppofite fides Apt Eel 
whereof are the Dens where the Lions were wont to be kept. His ‘64- 
Tomb is in a little Chappel in the fide of a Mountain on the South-eaft 
part of the City, fblemnly vifited by the Greeks upon his Feftival-day; 
and for the maintenance and reparation whereof, Travellers were wont 
to throw in a few Afpers into an Earthen Pot that ftands there for that 
purpofe. How miferable the ftate of this City is under the Turkifb yoke 
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Uhx:l:i(1 quit medio miretar in igne 
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MUe r.itent txd.e , r-.tilanty, line inde favillis , 
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at this clay, is without the limits of my bufinefs to enquire. To look a 
little higher to the Times we write of, though I love not to make leverc 
and ill-natured interpretations of the actions of Divine Providence, yet 
I cannot but oblerve, how heavy the Divine Difpleafure not long after 
(V) xio'rii Poly car p's death fell, as upon other places, fo more particularly upon this 
Efit. iHon.h City, by Plague, Fire, and Earthquakes, mentioned by (a) others, but more 
Mmmy. fully deleribed by (b) Arijlides their own Orator, who was contemporary 
t i 'hi or.it. with St. Polycarp. By which means their City, before one of the Glo- 
Mo'wdii din. lies and Ornaments of JJia, was turned into Rubbifli and Allies, their 
Eately Houles overturned, their Temples ruined ; one elpecially, which 
2.in A-'ij/idy. as it advanced JJia above other Countries, fb gave Smyrna the honour 
m,6i9 ‘ and precedence above other Cities of JJia) their Traffick fpoiled, their 
Marts and Ports laid waft, befides the great numbers of People that 
loft their lives. Indeed the fate fo fad, that the Orator was forced to 
give over, profefting himfelf unable to delcribe it. 

XVII. 1 cannot better dole the ftory of Polycarp's Martyrdom, than 
with the Preface which the Church of Smyrna has in the beginning of it, 
as what eminently reprefents the illuftrious Faith and Patience of thole 
Jpzt Primitive Chriftians. “ Evident it is ( fay they ) that all thole Martyr- 
f&i.fc. 15. u doms are great and blelfed, which happen by the will of God; for it 
P- i2<?. “ becomes us Chriftians, who have a more Divine Religion than others, 

“ to alcribe to God the loveraign dilpofure of all events. Who would 
“ not Hand and admire the generous greatnels of their mind, their fingu- 
“lar patience, and admirable love to God ? Who when their flefb was 
“ with Icourges 16 torn off their backs, that the whole frame and con- 
“ texture of their bodies, even to their inmoft Veins and Arteries, might 
“ be leen, yet patiently endured it. Inlomuch that thole who were 
<c prelent, pitied and grieved at the fight of it, while they themlelves 
“ were endued with 16 invincible a reiolution, that none of them gave 
“ one figh or groan: thehoJy Martyrs of Chrift letting us lee, that at 
“ that time when they were thus tormented, they were Strangers to their 
“own bodies: or rather that our Lord flood by them to alfilt and com- 
u fort them. Animated by the grace of Chrift, they delpiled the torments 
“ of Men, by one Ihort hour delivering themlelves from eternal mile- 
“ries: The lire which their Tormentors put to them leemed cool and 
“little, while they had it in their eye, to avoid the everlalting and un- 
“extinguifhable flames of another world; their thoughts beTng fixed 
“ upon thole rewards which are prepared for them that endurett) the 
“ end, fitch as neither ear hath heard, nor eye hath feen , nor hath it entred 
“ into the heart of man ; but which were Ihewn to them by our Lord, as bc- 
“ ing now no longer Mortals, but entering upon the ftate of Angels. In 
“ like manner thole who were condemned to be devoured by wild 
“ Bealls, for a long time endured the molt grievous tortures; fhells of 
“Fillies were ft re wed under their naked bodies, and they forced to lie 
“ upon fharp pointed ftakes driven into the ground, and feveral fucli 
“ like Engines of Torture devifed for them, that (if poflible ) by the con- 
“ ftancy of their torments, the Enemy might drive them to renounce the 
“ Faith of Chrift. Various were the methods of punifliments which the 
“ Devil did invent, though bleffed be God, there were not many, whom 

“they were able to prevail upon. - And at the end of the Epiftlc 

Vbifyr.p.?8 . they particularly remark concerning Polycarp , that he was not onlya 
famous Doctor, but an eminent Martyr, whofe Martyrdom all rtrove 

to 
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to imitate, as one who by his patience conquered an unrighteous JutLe, 

and by that means having attained an immortal Crown was triumphing 

with the Apoftlcs, and all the Souls of the righteous , glorifying God 

the Father, and prailingof our Lord, the difpoler of our Bodies, and the 

Bilhop and Pallor of the Catholic Church throughout the World. Nor 

were the Chriftians the only Perlons that reverenced his memory, but 

the very Gentiles (ns (a) Eufebius tells us ) every where fpoke honou- m uc f--r 

rablyofhim. cit.p.ijJ. 

^VIII. AS for his Writings, befides that (b') St. Hierom mentions^ {tfEpifi.ad 
the Volumes of Papias and Poly carp, and the above-mentioned (c) Pioni - p‘ 1 9^ 

ns his Epiftles and Homilies, (d) Irenas# evidently intimates that he wrote fTL P 
feveral Epiftles, of all which none are extant at this day, but the Epiftle to cjpc.jn. 
the Philippians, an Epiftle peculiarly celebrated by the Ancients, very 
ufeful, fays (e) St. Hierom <ndvu Saujw ( as (/) Suidas and (g ) Sophro- Fbrbf'Jfjt 
nitts ftile it ) a mojt admirable Epijtle. (h) lren&m gives it this Eloeium /"?>'•. 
that it is 4 mojtperfeft and abfolute Epijtle, whence they that ah barefkl of 
their Jalvation may learn the char after of his Faith, and the truth which he (f)Snid.invoc. 
preached. To which Eufebius adds, that in this Epiftle he makes ufe of 
lomc Quotations out of the/fry? Epiftle of St. Peter. An obftrvation that tyJA. 
holds good with the Epiftle, as we have it at this day, there being ma- FO Mv. Hi- 
ny places in it cited out of thefirft, notone out of the fecond Epiftle. JE&bi'fc 
Photuts pailes this juft and true judgement of it, that it is full of many *5 -1 ’ 

admonitions, delivered with clearnels and fimplicity, according to the Ec- 
clefiaftic way and manner of interpretation. Itfeems to hold a great af¬ 
finity both in ftile and fubftance with Clemens his Epiftle to the Corinthi¬ 
ans, often fuggefting the fame rules, and making ufe of the fame words 
and phrafes, fo that it is not to be doubted, but lie had that excellent Epi¬ 
ftle particularly in his eye at the writing of it. Indeed it is a pious and tru¬ 
ly Chriftian Epiftle, furnifhed with fliort and ufeful Precepts and Rules 
of Life, and penned with the modefty artfclimplicity of the Apoftolic 
Times, valued by the Ancients next to the Writings of the Holy Canon ; 
and St. Hierom tells us that even in his time it was read in Aft* conventu , 
in the public Aflemblies of the Ajian Church. It was firft publilhed in 
Greek by P. Halloix the JJefuit, Ann. MDCXXXIII. and not many years 
rr V fi er: and 1 P re * ume tlle pious Reader will think it no un- 

uieful digremon, if I here fubjoyn 16 venerable a Monument of the anci¬ 
ent Church. 


THE 
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S. POLYCARP, 

Bifliop of Smyrna and Martyr, to the Tbilifpans. 


Aft. 3 . 34 * 
i Pet. I. 8. 


Matth. 7. 1. 
Luke. 6 . ■gi, 
37 . 


Poly carp and the Presbyters that are with him, to the Church of 
God which is at Philippi : Mercy unto you, and Peace from 
God Almighty, and Jejus Chrijl our Saviour, be multiplied. 

R E J 0 T C ED with you greatly in our Lord 
Jefus Chrijl , that ye entertained the patterns of 
true love , and (as became you} conducted onwards 
thofe who were bound with chains, which are the Or¬ 
naments of Saints, and the Crowns of thofe that are 
the twty cleft of God > and of our Lord : and that 
frm root of your Faith, formerly publiffed, does 
yet remain, and bring forth fruit in our Lord Jefus 

• Chrijl, who was pleafed to offer up himfelf even unto death for our fins : 
whom Godraifed up, having Tooled the pains of death : in whom, though 
you lee him not, ye believe, and believing ye rejoyce with joy un- 
fpeakable and full of glory; whereinto many defire to enter , knowing that 
by Grace ye are faved, not by Works, but by the Will of God through Je¬ 
fus Chrijl. 

II. WHEREFORE girding up your loins ferveGodin fear and truth, 
for faking empty and vain talk ng, and the error wherein fo many are involved, 

• believing in him who railed up our Lord Jelus Chriftfrom the dead, 
and gave him glory, and a throne at his right hand ; to whom all things 
both in Heaven and in Earth are put in fubjeftion, whom every thing that 
has breath worjhips, who comes to judge the quick and the dead, whofe 
Blood God will require of them that believe not in him. But he who raijed 
him up from the dead, will raife up us alfo, if we do his will, and walk in his 
commandments, and love what he loved, attaining from all unrightcoujnefs 

>. inordinate defire, covetoufnejs, detraftion, falfe witnefs', not rendring evil 
for evil, or railing for railing, or ftriktng forjlriking, or airfmg for curfing, 

• but rtmembringwhat the Lord faid, when he taught thus, J udge not, that ye 

’ be not Judged, forgive and ye lhall be forgiven , be merciful, that ye 

may obtain mercy .• with what meafure ye mete, it Hull be meafured to 
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you again; and that bldfod are the poor, and they which are perfeCilted Mit 5.3,10. 
for rightcoufncls lake, for theirs is the Kingdom of God. 

HI- THESE things , Brethren, I write 1 0you concerning right coufncjs, not 
of my own humour, but becaufc your Jelves did provoke me to it. For neither 
/, nor any other fuel,) as I am , can attain to the wifdom of blejfed and 
glorious St. Paul, who being among you, andconverfingperfonally with thofe 
who were then alive, firmly and accurately taught the word of truth; and 
when abfent, wrote Epijllcs to you, by which , if you look into them, ye may be 
kniltin the Faith, delivered unto you, which is the Mother of us all, being 
followed by Hope, and led on by Love, both towards God and Chrijl, and to 
our Neighbour. For whoever is inwardly repleniffed with thefe things, has 
fulfilled the law of right eoufnefs ; and he that is fur niff ed with love, (lands’ t xnr. 6. 
at a diflame from all fin. But love of IVlony is the beginning of all 
evil. nowing therefore that we brought nothing inro the World, and 
that we lhall carry nothing out, let us arm our Jelvcs with the armour of 
right conjmfs, and in the firJl place be injlrnfted our [elves to walk in the 

commands of the Lord, and, next teach your Wives to live in the Faith deli¬ 
vered to them, in love and chajlity, that they'embrace their own Husbands 
with all integrity, and others alfo with all temperance and continency, and 
that they educate and difeipline their Children in the fear of God. The Wi¬ 
dows, that they be jober and modejl concerning the Faith of the Lord, that 
they inceffant/y intercccd for all, and keep themfelves from all flandering de¬ 
traction, falje witnefs, covetonfnefs, and every evil work: as'knowing that 
they are the Altars of God, and that he accurately furveys the facrifice, and ' 
that nothing can be concealed from him, neither of our rcafonings, nor thoughts, 
nor the fecrets of the heart. Accordingly knowing that God is not mocked, we 
ought to walk worthy of his command , and of his Glory. 

IV. LIKEWISE let the Deacons be unblamcable before his righteous pre¬ 
fence, as the Minijlers of God in Chrijl, and not of Men ; not accnfers, not 
double-tongued, not covetous, but temperate in all things, compafjionalc, di¬ 
ligent, walking according to the truth of the Lord, who became the Deacon 
or feyvant of all : of whom, if we be careful to pleafc him in this World , we 
(hall receive the reward of the other life according as he has promt fed to raife 
ns from the dead: and if we walk worthy of him, we believe that we Hull 
alfo reign with him. Let the young Men alfo be unblamcable in all things, 

Jlu dying in the fir Jl place to be chajl, and to refrain (hem(elves from all that is 

evil. For it is a good thing to get a bove the lujls of the World, feeing every , Cor. £.r 
Lnfl wars again fit he Spirit-, and that neither Fornicators, nor etleininate, 
nor abufers of themlelves with mankind lhall inherit the Kingdom of 
God, nor whoever commits bafe things. 

V. WHEREIORE it s necejfary that ye abflain from all thefe things, 
being [abject to the Presbyters and Deacons, as to God and Chrijl: that 
the Virgins alfo walk with a chajl and undefiled confcicnce. Let the Pref- 
byters be tender and merciful, compaffionatc towards all, reducing thofe that 
are in error, vifiling all that are weak, not negligent of the Widow and the 
Orphan, and him that is poor, but ever providing what is hone(l in the fight 
of Gotland men; abjlainingfrom all wrath, ref peel of perfons, and unrighte¬ 
ous judgement , being far from covetonfnefs, not haflily believing a report 
ugainfl any Man, nor. rigid in judgement, knowing that we are all faulty, and 
obnoxious 1 0 p uniff merit. If therefore we Jland in need to pray the Lord that 

he would forgive us, we our felves ought alf o to forgive. For we are before R 0;n . JO 
the eyes of him, who ts Lord and God, and all muid Hand before the judg- ‘ ' 4 

ment 
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mentfeatof Chrift, and every one give an account of himfelf. Where¬ 
fore let us ferve him with all fear and reverent, as he himfelf has command¬ 
ed us 9 and its the Jpojlles have preached and taught ns, and the Prophets 
whoforejhewedthe coming of our Lord. Be zealous of that which is good 
abfiaining from offences and falfe Brethren , and thofe who bear the name 
i Tohn a theLord hpocrific, who feduce and deceive vain Men. For ever v 

a Epift. v. 7. one, that confefleth not that Jefus Chrift is come in the fleih, is Anti- 
chrift ; and he who doth not acknowledge the martyrdom of the Crofs, is of 
the Devil, and whoever Jhall pervert the Oracles of the Lord to his private 
lujls, and Jhall fay, that there is neither re furred ion nor judgment to come, that 
tnan is the tirft-born of Satan. Leaving therefore the vanity of many, and 
their falfe Dottrines, let us return to that Dotfrine, that from the beginning 
Has delivered to us: let us be watchful in prayers, per fevering in Faffing 
and Supplications, befeeching the All-feeing God that he would not lead us m- 
Mjttl1.atf.4t. to temptation ; as the Lord has faid, the Spirit indeed is willing but the 
Flelh is weak. Let us unweariedly and conftantly adhere to Jefus Chrifl 
1 Pet 2.22,24. who is our hope and the pledge of our righteoufnefs, who bare our fins in his 
own body on the Tree, who did no fin, neither was guile found in his 
mouth, but endured all things for our fakes, that we might live through him. 
Let us then imitate his patience, and if we fujfer for his name, weglorife 
him ; for fuch a pattern he fet us in himfelf \ and thus we have believed and 
entertained. 

VI. 7 exhort you therefore all, that ye be obedient to the word ofriohteouf- 
nefs, and thatyou exercife all manner of patience, asyon have fecn itletforth 
before your eyes, not only in the blejfed Ignatius, WZofimus, and Rufus, 
but in others alfo among you, and in Paul himfelf, and the ref of the ApoJMes • 
being ajftired that all thefe have not run in vain, but in Faith and Righteouf 
nefs, and are arrived at the place, due and promifed to them by the Lord of 
whofe Offerings they were made partakers. For they loved not thisprefnt 
World, but him who both died, and was raifed up again by God for us. Stand 
faff therefore in thefe things, and follow the example of theLord, being firm 
and immutable in the Faith, lovers of the Brethren, and kindly affectionate 
one towards another, united in the truth, carrying your felves meek y to each 
other, defpifwg no Man. When it is in your power to do good, defer it not 
for Alms delivered from death. Be all of youfubjett one to another’ 
having your Conversion honeft among the Gentiles; that both you your 
felves may receive praife by your good works, and that God be not Uafphemed 
through you. For wo unto him, by whom the name of the Lord is blafphemed. 
Wherefore teach all men fobnety, and be your felves con 1 erf ant in it. 

VII. I am exceedingly troubled for Valens, who was [ometimes ordained 
a Presbyter among you, that he fo little underftands the place wherein he was 
fet. I therefore warn you, that yon abftam from Covetoufnefs, andthatyebe 
chaff and true. Kjepyour felves from every evil work . But he that in thefe 
things cannot govern himfelf, how lball he preach it to another If a Man re¬ 
frain not from covetoufnefs , he will be defied with Idolatry, and fljallbe indeed 

1 Cor. tf. a. am ong the Heathen. Who is ignorant of the judgment of the Lord ? Know 
ye not that the Saints ftiall judge the World? as Paul teaches But I 
have neither found any fuch thing in you, nor heard any fuch thin? of you, 
among whom the blejjed Paul laboured, and who are in the leginnin> of his 
Epiftle. For of you he boaffs in all thofe Churches, which only knew God 
at that time, whom as yet we had not known. I am therefore , Brethren 
greatly troubled for him, and for his Wife, the Lord give them true repen¬ 
tance. 
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tanec. Be ye alfo fober as to this matter, and account not fuch as enemies, 
but reffore them as weak and erring Members, that the whole body of you may 
be faved ; for in fo doing, ye build up your felves. 

VIII. 7 truff that ye are wellexercifed in the holy Scriptures, and that no¬ 
thing is hid from yon \ a thing as yet not granted to me. As it is faid in thefe 
places, be angry and noc fin: and let not the Sun go down upon your 
wrath. Blejjed is he that is mindful of thefe things, which 1 believe you are. 

The God and Father of our Lord jefus Chriff, and C hr iff Jefus the eternal 
High-Prieff, and Son of God, build yon up in Faith and Truth, and in all 
meeknefs that yon may be without anger, in patience, forbearance, long-fuffer- 
ing, and chaflity, and give you a portion and inheritance amongff his Saints: 
and to us together with you, and to all tinder Heaven, who Jhall believe in 
our Lord Jefus Chrift, and in his Father, who raifed him from the dead. Pray 
for all S aints. Pray alfo for Kings, Magift rates, and Princes, and e ten for 
them that hate and perfecute you, and for the Enemies of the Crofs, that 
your fruit may be manifeft in all, that yon may be compleat in him. 

IX. T ;• wrote unto me, both ye and Ignatius, that if any one go into Sy¬ 
ria, 'he might carry your Letters along with him : which I will do fo foon 
as I Jhall have a convenient opportunity, either my felf, or by fome other, 
whom I willfend upon your errand. According to your requeff we have fent yon 
thofe Epiftles of Ignatius, which he wrote to us, and as many others of his as 
we had by us, which are annexed to this Epiftle, by which ye may be greatly 
profited. For they contain in them faith, and patience , and whatever elfe is 
necejfary to build you up in our Lord: , Send us word what you certainly 
know both concerning Ignatius himfelf, and his Companions. Thefe things have 
I written unto you by Crefcens, whom 7 have hitherto commended to you, and 
do ftill recommend. For he has unblameably converfed among ns, as alfo l 
believe among ft you. His Sifter alfo ye ft) all hdve recommended, when jhe 
Jhall come unto you. Be ye fafe in the Lord Jefus Chrift. Grace be with 
you all. Amen. 
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Birth-place enquired, into. His Learning, His Education under the 
Apofiles, Publius Bi/hop of Athens. Quadratus his fuccefflon inthat 
See, The degenerate fate of that Church at his coming to it. His inde» 
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defati*able zeal and indttpy in its reformation. Its purity andflourijhin* 
condition noted by Origen. Quadratic bis being endowed with a Spirit 
of Prophecy , and a power of Miracles. This per/on proved to be the fame 
with our Athenian Btjhop. The troubles raifed againfl the Chrillians 
under the reign of Adrian. Adrian’/ Char abler. His difpofuion to¬ 
wards Religion , and baft thoughts of the Chrijlians. Hisfondnefs for the 
Learning and Religion of Greece. His coming to Athens, andkindnefs 
to that City. His being initiated into the Eleufinian myftcries. Thefe 
myfleries what, and the degrees of initiation. Several addrejfes made to 
the Emperour in behalf of the Chrijlians. Quadratus his Apologe¬ 
tic. Ser. Granianus his Letter to Adrian concerning the Chrijlians. 
The Emperours Refcript. His good opinion afterwards of Chrift and his 
Religion Quadratus driven from his charge. His Martyrdom and place 
of Burial . r 


(a)r>e Script, 
tn Quadrat. 


C/0 Afer.Gr.xc. 
th yj ra 
2 nliuG. 

( C^KactJVa- 

* A - n,siKav 
dans-hf, 

EM. X09V. 
Kecv At. -inn. 
PKZ'. 2i i. 
{d^Mier dcScr. 
in&ii.idr. & 
Epiji.adAt.7gu. 
Oral.Tom.2. p. 
3*7. 

(0 //. Eccl 3. 
4 . 37. p. lo 9 . 


(0 Euftb.l.q. 
c, 2 3. p.143. 


(p)EpiJl.adA- 
then. apu'i Eu - 
ftb. loc.ciut. 


HETHER St. Quadratus was born at Athens 
no notlces of Church-Antiquity enable us to 
1 determine ; . thou S h the thin S ^ fclf benotim- 
(fWfii P robable > bls Education and Refidence there, 
lfi§g4 and the Governme »t of that Church feemin^ 
t0 glVC fome Colour t0 ic * And as Na ture had 
bumidlcd birn with incomparable parts ( ex- 
cellens ingenium , (a) St. Hierom fays of him ) 
, , , tllc P la( : e 2 ave him mighty advantages in his 

education, to be throughly trained up in the choiceft parts of Learn¬ 
ing, and mod: excellent inftru&ions of Philolophy , upon which ac¬ 
count the (b) Greeks truly ftile him, aW^ , a Man of 

great Learning and Knowledge. He became acquainted with the Do- 
ttrines and Principles of Chriftianity, by being brought up under A- 
poftolical inftru&ion, for fo ( c) Eufebius and (d) St? Hierom more 
than once tells us, that he was an Auditor and a Dilciple of the A po¬ 
ttles; which mud: be underftood of the longer-lived A pottles and 
particularly of St. John, whole Scholar in all probability he was as 
were all b Ignatius, Polycarp , Papins, and others: and therefore, (?) ^ Eu¬ 
febius places him among thole that had r irpbnbjj ro£»*, that were of 
the very firft rank and order among the A pottles Succeilors. There 
are that make him, and that too conftituted by St. John (though I 
confeft I know not by what Authority, the Ancients beiiw wholly 
dlent in this matter ) Bifliop of Philadelphia , one of the leven famous 
Churches of Aft a, and at that time, when St. John lent his Epiftle to 
tbatChurcli: which I pals by as a groundless and precarious a flertion,feeing 
they might with equal warrant liave made him Bifliop of any other 
place. 

II. U N D E R the Reign of Trajan , as is probable, though Baronins 
places it under Hadrian, Ann. Imp. VI Jf) Publius Bifliop of Athens Hide e d 
Martyrdom, who is thought by fome to have been that very Publius 
whom S. Paul converted in the Ifland of Melita in his Voyage to Rome, and 
who afterwards fucceeded D/onyflus the Areopa^ite in the See of Athens. 
To him fucceeded our Quadrat us, ( as (g) Dionyfius Bilhop of Corinth, who 
lived not long after that time, informs us; who found the Bate of that 
Church in a bad -condition at his coming to it. For upon Publius his 

Martyrdom, 



Martyrdom, and the Perlecution that attended it, the People were ge¬ 
nerally dilper fed and fled, as what wonder, if when the Shepherd is (mit¬ 
ten, the Sheep be fcattcrcd , and go aflray ? their public and lolcinn 
Aflemblies were deferted , their Zeal grown cold and languid, their 
lives and manners corrupted, and there wanted but little of a total 
Apoftafie from the Chriftian Faith. This good Man therefore let him- 
felf with a mighty zeal to revive the ancient Spirit of Religion , he 
re-letled Order and Dilcipline, brought back the People to the pub¬ 
lic Aflemblies, kindled and blew up their Faith into an holy Flame. 

Nor did he content himfelf with a bare Reformation of what was 
amifs , but with infinite diligence preached the Faith, and by daily 
Converts enlarged the bounds of his Church, fo that (as the {a) Greek r a ) MrtGrec 
Rituals exprefs it) the Sages and Wile Men of Greece being convinced mfuprj 
by his Do&rines and wile dilcourles, embraced the Gofpel, and ac¬ 
knowledged Chrift to be the Creator of the World, and the great Wifi 
dom and Power of God. And in a fhort time reduced it to fiuch an 
excellent temper, that (b) Origin (who lived fome years after) de- (b , Cnntv cd r 
monftrating the admirable efficacy of the Chriftian Faith over the if.p.iA. ‘ ' 
minds of Men , and its triumph over all other Religions in the World, 
inftances in this very Church of Athens , for its good Order and Con- 
ftitution, itsmeeknefs, quietnefis, and conftancy, and its care to approve 
it felf to God, infinitely beyond the common Aflembly at Athens , 
which was Faftious and Tumultuary, and no way to be compared with 
the Chriftian Church in that City ; that the Churches of Chrift when 
examined by the Heathen Convocations, Ihone like Lights in the World ; 
and that every one muft confefs that the worft parts of the Chriftian 
Church were better, than the beft of their popular Aflemblies; that, 
the Senators of the Church ( as he calls them) were fit to govern in any 
part of the Church of God, while the Vulgar Senate had nothing wor¬ 
thy of that honourable dignity, nor were railed above the manners of the 
common People. 

III. THUS excellently conftituted was the Athenian Church; for 
which it was chiefly beholden to the indefatigable induftry, and the 
prudent care and conduct of its prelent Bilhop, whole fuccels herein 
was not a little advantaged by thole extraordinary lupernatural Powers 
which God had conferred upon him. That he was indued with a 


Spirit of Prophecy, of fpeaking fuddenly upon great and emergent 
occafions, in interpreting oblcure and difficult Scriptures, but elpecially 
of foretelling future events, we have the expreft teftimonies of (c) Euf e¬ 
bius, affirming him to have lived at the lame time with Philip's Virgin- 
Daughters, and to have had 7r<y><p»l wv the gift of Prophecy ; 

and of another (d) Author much ancienter than he, who confuting the 
error of the Cataphryges , reckons him among the Prophets who flou- 
rilhed under the Oeconoiny of the Golpel. I know a learned (e) man would 
fain perfwade us, that the Quadratus who had the Prophetic gifts, was 
a perlon diftinbt from our Athenian Bilhop. But the grounds lie pro¬ 
ceeds upon teem to me very weak and inconcluding. For whereas lie 
lays, that that Quadratus is not by Eufebius ftiled a Bifliop, who knows 
not that perlons are not in every place mentioned under all their capa¬ 
cities ? and lels need was there for it here, Quadratus when firft Ipoken 
of by Eufebius , not being then Bifliop of Athens , and fo not proper to 
be taken notice of in that capacity. Nor is his other exception of greater 


( r c)H.E:.l. 3.C. 
37‘P- 1 °9- 


C d)Ap.EttCeb.l. 
5c.17-p.183. 

ad Eiijib.l. 4 ,c. 
23: p. 3 x. 


weight, 






134 Lhe Life of St. Qu adratus. 

weight, that the Prophetic gnadratus did not furvive the times of Adrian 
whereas ours was in the fame time with Diomfius Bifhop of Corinth 
whoi lived under M. Antoninus, andfpeaksof him as his contemporarv , 
r nC ?T dain 5 d Bl ^,°P of Athens. But whoever looks into that paf- 

clfpdl' r ? geo , f Dtonyftus, will find no foundation forfuchan aKTertion, but ra¬ 

ther the quite contrary, that hefpeaks of him as if dead before his time 
as 1 beheve any one that impartially confiders the place, muft needs 
conrefs. Not to fay, that St. Hterom and all after him without any fcru- 
plemake them to be the fame. So that we may ftill leave him his gift 
of Prophecy, which procured him fo much reverence while he lived 
and fo much honour to his memory fince his death. To which may 
„ , , „ ., be added what the Greeks in their Menton not 

T f ™ improbably fay of him, that he was furnifhed 

Iwith a power of working Miracles, and that by 
Gr;tc. Ioc. lupr. cit. ' ^ } *■ Ins Prayers he ruined the Idolatrous Temples of 

the Heathens, whereby he mightily confounded 
the Tnfidels, and brought in great numbers to the Faith. 

IV. BUT the fair weather and profperity of the Church was not 
wont to laft long in thofe days. They had enjoyed a fhort Tranquillity 
about the later end of Trajan s reign, but now alas under Adrian his 
SuccefTor the weather changed, and there arofe ( as (a) St. Mierom calls it) 
* }fit£Xt.2. a moft grievous and heavy Perfecution, and which * Sul fit tus Sevcrus 
f ' 42- exprefiy fays was the fourth Perfecution. And indeed, how grievous it 
was, fufficiently appears from thofe many thoufands of Martyrs that then 
fuffered, mentioned in the Ancient Martyrologies of the Church : Yea, 
(b) vid. Rom. even at b) Rome it felf Eufiachius and his Wife Theopijlis with their two 
sXrixx Sons ’ arefaid b y the Emperor’s command to have been thrown to the 
M8 3 . ‘ Eions, and when the mercy of the Savage Bcafts had fpared them, they 

were ordered to be burnt to death in the Belly of a Brazen Bull. ’Tis 
(e) Apol.c. 6 . true 00 TertHllian fays that Adrian publifhedno Laws or Edifts againft 
?■ 6 - t the Chriftians; but the Laws ena&ed by Trajan being yet unrcpealed 
or not laid afide, there would not want thofe who would put them 
(<0 Eurtb. i. in Execution. We find (d) that though Trajan commanded a flop to be 
3-^33 ^.105. put to the Perfecution againft the Chriftians, yet even then both People 
and Governors of Provinces went on with their accuftomed cruelties 
and though there was not a general, there were particular and Provin¬ 
cial Perfecutions. And no doubt it was much more fo after his death 
when Adrian came to the Empire, whom they knew too well, to think 
he would be an enemy to fuch proceedings. For whatever fome have 
laid concerning the clemency and good nature of that Prince, there are 
r.Max. (ej that plainly affirm, that it was but perfonated and put on, that he re- 
a1! y wasinhis nature crue l, and that (according to the true genius of 
Adri/n.c. 20. fuperftition ) whatever works of piety he did, it was for fear left the 
fame evil fate fhould happen to him, that fell upon Domitian; and of 
aj hit. nis cruelty mftances enough may be met with in the Writers of his Life. 

In fhort, there was in him a ftrange mixture and contemperationof Vice 
(( sptrti,,,. and Virtue, it being a true charafter which the (f) Hiftorian gives of 
' 9 ' him, that he was fevere and chearful, grave and affable, deliberate and 

yet^ eagerly wanton, covetous and liberal, cruel and merciful, a great 
diflembler, and perpetually inconftant in all his A&ions. °’ v ' 

C^hUkc.22. V. F O R Religion he was a diligent and fuperftiiious obferver (?) of 
their own Rites of Worfhip, but hated and defpifed all ftrange and fo¬ 
reign 
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reign Religions, and efpecially the Chriftian. Indeed how well he 
thought of the Chriftians, appears fufficiently from his (.?) Letter to Ser- ( a ) Extat. ap, 
'vianus the Conful, written a little after his return out of Egypt , wherein h f Vo Nc. in 
he gives the Chriftians there fo lewd and bale a chara&er ; not flicking u ^ SMhm - 
to affirm that the People, yea their Triefts, their Bifbopsand their very 95 ’ 
Patriarch himfelf would worfliip both Thrift a nd Ser apis, and that they 
were a moft turbulent, vain and injurious generation. From which E- 
piftle it feems plain to me, that at his being there, he had feverely per- 
lecuted the Chriftians, and compelled fome light or fifife profellbrs to 
worfhip the Deities of the Country, which probably gave ground to 
his cenfure, and to charge the imputation upon all. And lince he look ¬ 
ed upon the Chriftians as fiich a vile fort of men, it is the lefs to be won- 
dred, that he fhould connive at, or encourage their being Perfecuted in 
other parts of the Empire. He principally applied liimlelf to the Stu¬ 
dies of (b) Greece whereof he was fo flrangely fond, that he was com- i. 

monly ftiled Grtcidtts, the Tittle Greek : this made him delight much in 
thofe parts, and to converfe with the Learning and Philofbphy of thofe 
Countries. About the fixtli or feventh Year of his Reign lie came to 
Athens , where he took upon him the place and honour of an Archon, ce¬ 
lebrated their folemn fports, and gave many particular Laws and Privi¬ 
leges to that City, but efpecially was entered into their Elenfmian My- 
fteries, accounted the moft facred and venerable of the whole Gentile 
World, and which particularly carried the Title of The Myfieries. They 
were Solemn and Religious Rites performed to Ceres in memory of great 
benefits received from her, the Candidates whereof were ftiled y.-Jrctt, 
and to the full participation whereof they were many times not admit¬ 
ted till after a five Years preparatory tryal, which had many fevetal 
fteps, and each its peculiar rites: firft there were vui'Sh ±.i ^ 3 
the common purgations , then a« d n.ppu'mnjpi, thole that were more fecret , 
next the ov-Tdo-as, or flat ions, then the ,<.t ewex, the initiations, and laftly, 

( which was the top of all ) the I or the Infpeclions. Others reck¬ 
on them thus ; that firft there were the nd , the Purifications 

and expiations; then followed the nu, unnpd the Leffer My fie- 

rics, when they were folemnly initiated and taken in; and laftly, after 
fome time they arrived at the greater My fteries, the nv.- whicli 

were the moft hidden lolemnities of all, when they were admitted to a 
full fight of the whole Myftic Scene, and thenceforth called ’E ro .Vor 
Infpeclors, and were obliged under a folemn Oath, not to dilcover theie 
myfterious rites to any. We cannot well fuppofe that the Emperor 
Adrian was put to obferve thefe tedious methods of initiation, their My¬ 
ftic Laws were no doubt difpenfed with for fb extraordinary a perfbn, 
and he at once became both a Candidate and an a tiling which 

they fbmetimes granted in fome extraordinary cafes- And not content to 
do thus at (c) St. Hicrom tells us, he was initiated into a 1 moft all yj D , ^y in . 

the facred Rites of Greece, whence ( d) Terlullian juftly frilcs him, The i^Qy-irat.' 
fearcher into all curious and hidden Myfieries, and (e) Dion himfelf toils us W ^ P/-'* 
of him, that he was infinitely curious, and ftrangely addicted to all forts ( t)Rxcirpt.n 
of Divination and Magic Arts. 4 ' 

VI. AT Athens Adrian ftaid the whole Winter, where his bufy and 
fuperftitious Zeal being taken notice of; was warrant enough without 
further order for a&ive Zealots to purfiue and opprefs the Chriftians, the 
Perfecution growing fb fierce and hot, that the Chriftians were forced 

to 
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to remonftrate and declare their cafe to the Emperor; among whom 
*EhVo 1 4^ 9. befides * Aridities a Chriftian Philofopher at this time at Athens , who 
in an Apology addrefled himfolf to Adrian, our Quadrat us prefented an 
Efifl.fi/ugn. Apologetic tu the Emperor, defending the Chriftian Religion from the 
Orator. calumnies and exceptions of its Enemies, and vindicating it from thofo 
pretences, upon which ill-minded Men fought to ruin and undoe the in¬ 
nocent Chriftians, wherein ;flfo he particularly took notice of our Sa¬ 
viour’s Miracles, his curing Difoafos, and ratting the dead, fome inftances 
whereof, he fays, were alive in his time. Befides this Apology (wherein, 
as Eufcbins fays, lie gave large evidences both of his excellent parts, and 
true Apoitolic Do&rine ) ’tis probable he left no other Writings behind 
him, none being mentioned by any of the Ancients: where I cannot 
(a) cert. n. but note the ftrange heedlefnefs of the Compilers of the (a) Centuries , 
a?. 16 . cot. where they tell us out of Eufebins , that befides the Apology , he compofod 
* 52 ' another excellent Book called Syngramma, when nothing can be more 
plain, than that by that Writing Eufebins means not a diftintt Book, but 
that very Apologetic Oration, which he there fpeaks of: and yet a mo- 
(h) Rrbei. At- dern German (b) ProfelTor ( who frequently tranferibes their errours as 
th,. EcdiK st- well as their labours ) lecurely fwallows it, purely (I fuppofe ) upon their 
Authority ; though Arrange it is, that he could read that pailage in £«- 
5 Jebins himfolf, which he leems to have done, and not palpably feel the 
miftake. 

VII. IT happened about this time that Serenius Grant anus the Procon- 
(cyj.Man.Ap. ful of Aft a wrote (e) Letters to the Emperor , reprefontingtohimthein- 
Eugbjf.c.l'. pilticc of the common proceedings againft Chriftians, how unfit it was 
P' 122 - that without any legal Trial or Crime laid to their charge, they fhould 
be put to death meerly to gratifie the unreafonable and tumultuary 
clamours of the People. With this Letter and the Apologies that had 
been oftered him by the Chriftians, the keennefs of the Emperors fury 
was taken oif, and care was taken that greater moderation fhould be ufed 
WJ-.tgin. a. towards them. To which purpofe he difpatched away to (V) Fundanus , 
ff‘ c -?- f- G rani anus his Succeffor in the Proconful-fhip of Afia, this following Re- 
‘"' 3 ' feript. 

ADRIAN Emperor, to MI&UCIUS FUNDANUS, 

I Received the Letters which were fent me by the mofi excellent Serenius 
Granianus, your Prcdeccffor. Nor do Ilook upon it as a matter fit to be 
pajfed over without due enquiry, that the men may not be needle fly difquieted, 
nor Informers have oesafion and encouragement of fraudulent accujations mini- 
fired unto thcm.Wherefore if the Subjects of our Provinces be able openly to ap¬ 
pear to their Indictments againfi the Chriftians, fo as to an fiver to them be * 
fore the public Tribunal, let them take that courfe, and not deal by Petition 
and meer noife and clamour: it being much fitter, if any accufation be brought, 
that you fhould have the cognizance of it. If any one fhall prefer an Indict¬ 
ment, and prove that they have tranfgreffed the Laws, then give you fentence 
againfi them according to the quality of the crime. But if it fhall appear, that 
he brought it only out of [flight and malice , take care to punifi} that man ac¬ 
cording to the hainoufnejs of fo mifehievous a defign. 

(*)Ap.EtfiU. The fame Refcripts (as (e) Melito Bifhop of Sardis, who prefented 
4-c. atf.p.148. an Apology to M. Antoninus informs us ) Adrian font to foveral 

other 


l 





other Governors of Provinces. Nay was fo far wrought into a good 
mood, that ft it be true what their own {a) Hiftorian reports of him, he GO tmpruL 
deligned to build a Temple to Chrift, and to receive him into the num- * vit - Alex ' 
ber of their gods, and that he commanded Temples to be built in all S"' 43 ’ 
Cities without Images, which were for a long time after called Adrians 3 
but was prohibited to go on by fome, who having confulted the Oracle 
, J? een t0 ^> ^ lat if this fucceeded according to fome Mens defires * 
the Temples would be deforted, and all Men become Chriftians. * 
y ^ HAT became of S. Quadratics after Adrian’s departure from 
Athens, we find not more than what the + Greeks in their Menton relate, 
that by the violence of Perfocuters he was driven from his charge at " r ‘ 

Athens, and being firftfot upon by Stones, then tormented by Fire, and 
leveral other pumfhments, he at laft under Adrian 

( probably about the latter end of his Reign ) re- stWra <rA<n 

ceived the Crown of Martyrdom. To what * Kodjtbw tz&num 
place he fled when he left Athens , and where he Men< 
fuffered Martyrdom is uncertain, unlefs it were at Magnefia , a City of 
Ionia in Aft a, Minor, where the fame Menton tells us, he preached the 
Golpel, as he did at Athens, and that his Body was there entombed, and 
lus remains famous for Miracles done there. A place memorable for 
the death of Themifiodes, that great Commander and Citizen of Athens. 
banilhed alfo by his own Fellow-Citizens, who after his brave and ho¬ 
nourable Atchievements, did here by a fatal draught put a period to 
111s own life ; where (as * Plutarch tells us) his Pofterity had certain 
honours and privileges conferred upon them by the Magnefans, and 
which his Friend Themifiodes the Athenian enjoyed in his time. 
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fiUniiy related by himfelf Chriftianity the only fafe and fat isf altery 
Fhilojophy. The great influence which the patience and fortitude of the 
Chrifltans had upon his converfion. The force of that argument to perfuade 
Men. His vindication of himfelf from the charges of the Gentiles. His 
continuance in his Philofophic habit. The Mmrpov 2*^ what and 
by whom worn. O ypajiys His coming to Rome, andoppofing 

Heretics. Marcion who, and what his Principles. JuftinV firftApo¬ 
logy to the Emperors , and the deflgn of it. Antoninus his Letter to the 
Common-Council of Afia in favour of the Chrijlians. This (hewed not to be 
theEdilf of Marcus Antoninus. Juftin 's journey into the Eaft, and con- 
ference with Trypho the Jew. Trypho who. The malice of the Jews 
againfl the Chrijlians. JuftinV return to Rome. His contefts with 
Crelcens the Phtlofopher. Crefcens his temper and principles. Juftin’* 
jecond Apology. To whom prefented. The occafton of it. M. Antoninus 
his temper. Juftin fore-tells his own fate. The Atfs of his Martyrdom. 
His arraignment before Rufticus Prefell of Rome. Rufticus who : the 
great honours done him by the Emperor. Juftin’j difcourfe with the 
P re fell. His freedom and courage. His fentente and execution. The 
time of his death. His great Piety, Charity , Impartiality , &c. His 
natural parts, and excellent learning. His unskilfulnefs in the Hebrew 
Language noted. A late Author ccnfurcd. His Writings. The Epiftle 
to Diognetus. Diognetus who. His file and character. The unwar¬ 
rantable opinions he is charged with. His indulgence to Heathens. Ka™ 
Ao V 9 >f^what: Ao^5 in what fenfe ufed by the ancient Fathers. How 
applied to Chrifly howto Reafon. His opinion concerning Chiliafm. The 
concurrence of the Ancients with him herein. This by whom firfl dar¬ 
ted ; by whom corrupted. C oncer ni g the ft ate of the Soul after this life. 
The doctrine of the Ancients in ibis matter. His affertion concerning 
Angels, maintained by mojl of the firfl Fathers. The Original of it. 
1 heir opinion concerning Free-will (hewed not to be ovpofed by them to 
the Grace of God. What influence JuftinV Philofophic education had 
upon his opinions. His Writings enumerated. 
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VST IN the Martyr was one, as of the moft lear¬ 
ned, fo of the moft early Writers of the Eaficrn 
Church, not long after the Apoftles, as(a) Eufebius 
lays of him, near to them x? ov V of g a, lays Metbo- 
dius(b)B\{ho^ O?Tyre, both//? time and vertue. And 
near indeed, if we ftriftly underftand what he * lays 
of himfelf, that he was a Difciple of the Apoftles ; 
w 11C ^ furcl V * s either of the Apoftles at lar^e, 
as comprehending their immediate fucceffors, or probably not of the 
Perfons but Doarine and Writings of the A poftles, by which he was 

inftructed in the knowledge oi Cliriftianity. He was (d) born at AW*; 
a noted City of Paleftine within the Province of Samaria, anciently called 
Sichem, afterwards as (e ) Jofephos tells us, by the inhabitants of Mabartha, 
(corruptly by (/) Plmy Mamortha ) by the Romans Neapolis, and from a 
Colony fentthither by Flavin* Veftafian, ftiled Flavia C«farea. His Fa- 
tlier was Prificus the Sou of Bacchius (for lo the Fa Bxxv«», 

TH N ambhumcts. as Sylburgius- and Valefms obferve, muft neceflarily 
be underltood, implying the one to have been his Father, the other 
Ins Grandfather,) a Gentile, and ( as (^ ) Scaliger probably thinks) one of 

thole 
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thole Greeks which were in that Colony tranfplanted thither, /ho took 
care together with Religion to have him educated in all the Learning 
and Philofophy of the Gentile World. And indeed how great and 
exaft a Matter he was in all their Arts and Learning, how throughly 
he had digefted the belt and moft ufefiil notions, which their Initiations 
of Philofophy could afford, his Writings at this day are an abundant 
evidence. 


IN h!s younger years, and, as is probable, before his converfion to 
Chriftianity, he travelled into Foreign parts for the accomplifhment of 
his Studies, and particularly into Egypt, the Staple-place of all the more 
myfterious and recondite parts of Learning and Religion, and therefore 
conftantly vifited by all the more grave and fage Philofophers among 
the Heathens. That he was at * Alexandria himfelf afturcs us, where 
he tells us what account he received from the inhabitants of the Seventy 
Tranjlators, and was fhewed the Cells wherein they performed that fa¬ 
mous and elaborate work, which probably his inquifitive Curiofity as a 
Philofopher, and the reports he had heard of it by living among the 
Jews had more particularly induced him to enquire after. A mono- the 
leveral Se&s of Philofophers, after he had run through and furveyS all 
the F01 ms, he pitched his T ent among the Platonifts, whole *|' notions 
were moft agreeable to the natural fentiments of his mind, and which 
no doubt particularly difpofed him for the entertainment of Chriftia¬ 
nity, * himfelf telling us, that the principles of that Philofophy, though 
not in all things alike, were yet not alien or contrary to the Do&rines 
of the Ciiriftian Faith. But alas, he found no fatisfaftiom to his mind 


* Parxntf, ad 
Grac. p. 14. 


f Apol. I. £ re, 
zera II.) pag. 
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either in this, or any other, till he arrived at a full perfuafion of the 
truth and divinity of that Religion which was fo much defpifed by the 
Wile and the Learned, fo much oppofed and trampled on by the Gran¬ 
dees and Powers of the World. Whereof, and of the manner of his 


converfion to the Ciiriftian Religion, lie has given us a very large and 
P U rr a j c< “ 0l, " t Difcourle with Trypho. I know this account 
is luipected by lome to be only a Profopopaia, to reprefont the grounds 
of Ins becoming a Ciiriftian after the Platonic mode by way of Dialectic 
a way familiar with the Philofophers of that SeT. But however it may 
be gi anted that fome few circumftances might be added to make up the 
decorum of the Conference, yet I fee no reafon ( nor is any tiling oftered 
to the contrary befides a bare conjecture) to queftion the foundation 
o! the Story, whereof the fumm is briefly this. 

III. BEING from his Youth acted by an inquifitive Philofophic Dhlojr cm 
genius, to make re-learches and enquiries after truth, lie firft betook Try P h% 2 % 
nimlelr to the Stoics, but notfatisfied with his Mafter, he left him and ^ 
went to a Peripatetic Tutor, whofe fordid covetoufnels foon made’him 
conclude that truth could not dwell with him, accordingly he turned 
himfelf over to a Pythagorean , who requiring the preparatory know- 
kdge of Mafic, Aftronomy, and Geometry , him he quickly deferted, and 
laft of all delivered himfelf over to the Inftitution of an eminent Plato - 


nift, lately come to refide at Neapolis ; with whole intellectual notions 
he was greatly taken, and refolved for fome time to give up himfelf to 
lolitude and contemplation. Walking out therefore into a folitary 
place by the Sea-fide, there met him a grave ancient Man, of a venerable 
aipedt, who fell into difcourfe with him. The difpute between them 
was concerning the excellency of Philofophy in general, and of Plato- 
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mfm in particular; which Jnftin aflerted to be the only true way to 
happinels, and of knowing ^nd feeing God. This the grave perfon 
refutes at large andatlaft comes to fhew him, who were the moft likely 
perfons to fet him in the right way. He tells him that there were lone 
before his reputed Philofophers, certain bleffed and holyMen, lovers <5 
God, and divinely infpired, called Prophets, who fore-told things which 
have fince come to pals; who alone underftood the truth, and unde- 
fignedly declared it to the World, whofe Books yet extant would in- 
ftruft a Man in what moft became a Philolbpher to know ; the accom- 
plilhment of whofe Prediaions did fufficiently atteft their feithfulnefs 
and integrity, and the mighty miracles which they wrought, fet the 
truth of what they faid beyond all exception; that they magnified God 
the great Creator of the World, and publilhed his Son Chrift to the 
World : Concluding his difcourfe with this advice, But as for thy felf 
above all things fray that the Gates of Light may fet open to thee ; for theft 
are not things difccrnedand underftood by ally unlefs God and Chrift grant 
to a Man the knowledge of them. Which difcourfe being ended, he im¬ 
mediately departed from him. 

foid.pag. 225. IV. THE wife difcourfe of this venerable Man made a deep impreflion 
upon the Martyr’s mind, kindled in his Soul a divine flame, and begot in 
him a fincere love of the Prophets, and thole excellent Men that were 
friends to Chrift: And now he began ferioufly to enquire into, and 
examine the^Chnftian Religion, which heconfeffes he found ^ p, 0 - 
<nxpUv dc<pct.tfi 'n X) , the only certain and probable Philofophy, 

and which he could not but commend as containing a certain maiefty 
and dread in it, and admirably adapted to terrifie and perluade thole 
who were out of the right way, and to beget the fweeteft ferenity and 
peace in the minds of thole who are converlant in it. Nor was it the 
leaft inducement to turn the Scale with him, when he beheld the inno- 
cency of the Chnftians lives, and the conftancy of their death, with 
what fearlefs and undaunted refolutions they courted torments, and en- 
countred Death in its blackeft Shape. This very account he gives of it to 
* ApoL i- '- 5 °* tlie Rohan Emperour. “ For my own part (fays * he) being yet detained 
“ under tlie Platonic Inftitutions, when I heard the Chriftians traduced 
and reproached, and yet law them fearlefty rulhing upon Death, and 
venturing upon all thofe things that are accounted moft dreadful and 
amazing to humane nature, I concluded with my felf, ’twas impofli- 
ble that thole Menfhould wallow in Vice, and be carried away wit! 
“ t h e love of Lull and Pleafure. For what Man that is a Slave to Plea- 
‘ mre and Intemperance, that looks upon the eating human Flelh as 1 
‘‘delicacy, can chearfully bid Death welcom, which he knows muft 
‘put a period to all his pleafures and delights; and would not rather 
by all means endeavour to prolong his life as much as is polfible, and 
to delude his adverfanes, and conceal himfelf from the notice of 
the Magiftratc, rather tlian voluntarily betray and offer himfelf to a 
prefent execution ? And certainly the Martyr’s reafonings were un- 
anlwerable ; feeing there could not be a more efMtual proof of their 
innocency, than their laving down their lives to atteft it. Zeno was 
wont to lay, lie had rather fee one Indian burnt alive, than hear ahun- 
fstromau.2. dred arguments about enduring labour and fuflering. Whence f C/e- 
4 * ™ en { Alexandrians infers the great advantages of Chriftianity, whero- 
in there were daily Fountain? of Martyrs fpringing up, who before 
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their eyes were roafted, tormented, and beheaded, every day, whom 
regard to the Law of their Mailer had taught and obliged, tJ IvKafck 
St cuf^d'rr. v evJ'&xvevSta, to demonllrate the truth and excellency of 
their Religion, by fealing it with their Blood. 

V. WE cannot exactly fix the date of his converfion, yet may we, 

I think, make a very near conje&ure. * Eufebius tells us, that at the *n.£ccl.i.f, 
time when Hadrian confecrated Antinous y Jttftin did yet adhere to the c,8 ‘ pm122. 
Studies and Religion of the Greeks : Now for this we are to know that 
Hadrian coming into Egypt, loft there his beloved Catamit Antinous , 

whofe death he fo relented, that he advanced him into the reputa¬ 
tion of a Deity; whence in an ancient infeription at f Rome, he is Up-Catau.net, 
ftiled CTNGPONOX TftN EN AIPTHTD ©EftN, the Af- 
fejfor of the Gods in Egypt. He built a City to him in tlie place where ‘ * 

he died called Ant woe, erefted a Temple, and appointed Priefts and Pro¬ 
phets to attend it, inftituted annual folemnities, and every five years 
Sacred Games, called Arm-oea, held not in Egypt only, but in other 
parts; whence an * Inlcription not long after thole times, fet up by the * mm. 0 ™. 
Senate of Smyrna y mentions Lerenius Septimius Heliodorus ANTJNOEA' CXL m^-:7 
who overcame in the Sports at Smyrna . But to return. ’Tis very evi¬ 
dent that Hadrian had not been in Egypt , till about the time of Servia¬ 
ns or Severianus his being Conful ( as appears from that Emperors Let¬ 
ters J- to him ) whole Confullhip fell in with Ann.Chr. CXXXII. Trap. f Ext. ap.Vo- 
XVL So that this of Antinous muft be done either, that, or at molt, t'f'-imit.sa- 
the foregoing year; and accordingly about this time (as Eufebius tm>t ' 9i9 ‘ 
intimates ) fuftin delerted the Greeks , and came over to the Chriftians. 

Whence in his firft Apology prelented not many years after to Antoni¬ 
nus Pius, Adrians Succeffor, he Ipeaks * of Antinous tb w v yt^guivy, *j.p»i.n.(n- 
who very lately lived and was confecrated, and of the JetviJh War, wai.)Ma, 
headed by Barchochab , as but lately paft, which we know was concur¬ 
rent with the death and apotheofs of Antinous. For that Juft ins 6 vvv 
p©. in both paffages, cannot be precilely confined to the time 
of prefenting that Apology, is evident to all, and therefore (as thePhrafe 
is fometimes uled ) mulFbe extended to what was lately done. 

VI. THE wiler and more confiderate part of the Gentiles were not 
a little troubled at the lols of lb ufeful and eminent a Perfon, and won- 
dred what ftiould caufe fb hidden a change. For whofe fatisfa&ion and 
converfion, as well as his own Vindication, he thought good particularly 
to write a Difcourfe to them, in the very firft words whereof lie thus 
befpeaks them. “ Think not, O ye Greeks , that I have rafhly, and with- f out, ad 
“ out any judgment or deliberation departed from the Rites of your Gm - P- ?7- 
u Religion. For I could find nothing in it really Sacred, and worthy of 

“ the Divine acceptance. The matters among you, as your Poets have 
“ ordered them, are Monuments of nothing but madnefe and intempe- 
“ ranee: and a Man can no fboner apply himfelf even to the moft learn¬ 
ed among you for inftru&ion, but he fhall beintangled in a thoufand 
“difficulties, and become the moft confuted Man in the World. And 
then proceeds with a great deal of wit and eloquence to expote the folly 
and abfiirdnefs of the main foundations of the Pagan Creed, conclu¬ 
ding his addrefs withthefe exhortations; “Come hither, O ye Greeks, ibid. p. 40, 

“ and partake of a moft incomparable wifdom, and be inftru£led in a 
“ Divine Religion, and acquaint your felves with an Immortal King.— 

“ Become as I am, for I fometimes was as you are. Thefe are the Argu- 
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u merits that prevailed with me, thhuhe efficacy and divinity of the do- 
£tiine, which like a skilful charm expels all corrupt and poifonous af- 
“ fedions out of the Soul, and baniffies that Lull: that is the Fountain of 
“all evil, whence Enmities, Strifes, Envy, ^Emulations, Anger, andfuch 
“ llkc milchievous paffions do proceed: which being once driven out, 
“the Soul prefcntly enjoys a pleafant calmnefs and tranquillity. And 
“ being delivered from that yoke of evils, that before Jay upon its neck, 
“ * afpires and mounts up to its Creator; it being but fuitable that it 
“ ffiould return to that place, from whence it borrowed its Original. 

. VT ‘. BUT though he laid afide his former Profeffion, he (till retained 
p. \ 2 $!' e ir * anc ient Garb, o?’ (ptAoaoq.v oxyv^m Trpeo-fiduotv r Sretov as '1' Eufc• 

* De feript. in bius,and after him * S.Hierom reports, preaching and defending the Chri- 

Ilian Religion under his old Philofophic habit, which was the Pallium 
or Cloak, the ufual Badge of the Greek Philofbphers,( different from that 
which was worn by the ordinary Greeks , ) and which thole Chriftians 
Hill kept to, who before their converfion had been profeffed Philofo- 
plie s. So * S. Hierom tells us of Arijltdcs the Athenian Philolopher 
f■ contemporary with Quadrat us , that under his former habit he became 
r/ofii 6 ' < f hnil } Difoiple ; and + Origen oiHeracUs, afterwards Bifiiop o? Alexan¬ 
dria, that giving up tumlell to the more ftrift ftudy of Philofophy he 
put on pAomtpov cyyiAg. the Philofophic Habit , which he conftantly wore 
even after he became Presbyter of that Church. This cuflom continued 
long in the Chriftian Church, that thofe who did dxp,[3m xe“rw‘C<™ ( as 

* H ' RccL l + * Socrates fpeaks ) enter upon an Afcetic courfe of life, and a more fevere 
• i7 ' profeffion of Religion, always wore the Philofophers Cloak, and he 

tells us of Sylvanus the Rhetorician , that when he became Chriftian, and 
profeiTed this Afcetic life, he was the firft that laid afide the Cloak, and 
contrary to cuftoin put on the common Garb. Indeed it was lo com¬ 
mon, that O ypxjw s ImSt™ became proverbial among the Heathens when 
Aic477 T707TE oi di'QfMmu, oTuit fiiv mo. Chi iftiaii Ao-jwj'nis-pafled by,there goes a Greek 
Ijunv LnQ [aovov gtf'fa. way Impojlor , becaufo of their being clad after the 
ciyw, in JttcyiKua, ao ytyffyoi myov, fame manner, and profeffing a leverer life than 
vwi ™ ^ Kj on iJGJa yk-ri- ordinary, like the Philofopliers among the Grcci- 

-4,^! many of whom notwithftanding were meet 

TC y!rr\ * »*£- cheats and hypocrites: awt + Hitrom notes of his 

•ptutf u o t ot n «<n a&; T&T*t $ navyitv t ■{- l r , jrLltrom UOCCS Or 1 US 

d-iw, ijt my» *) tirn . e ’' tIlat d inch a Chriftian were not lo fine 

kj Unt K&nifaag, i) UotJtipiif >y anc l Ipruce in his Garb as others, prefontly the 
wha. »77 n7f xa.\*[jSflot< <pi\ 0 m- common faying was clapt upon him, he is an lm- 

Wfgiwutff oh y >5 ari, auTM. v- poftor and a Greek. This habit it feems was 

yMov. Dion, chryf. Om. lxxi. generally black, and fordid enough. Whence the 
** 7 f p. II s .r»m. i. Monks who fucceeded in this ftrift and regular 
a e w . r ^ C0uri I c Ilfe > a i’ e Severely noted by the Gentile 

TmpLpfio. Wntere of thofe Times under this character. * Liba*i»s calls them u*. 
G)ibid.p. 23. Aa retwwlaa, black-coat Monks, and fays (a) of them, that the greateft de- 
(b)hvft. /£- P on “ la ti? n of tiieir vertue was to CJ/n tv iu^rlot; mv^wruv, to walk about 
|(-MJ. ^ m mourning Garments. Much at the fame rate (f) Eunapius deferibes 
(f)4! A T ? “i' ^ he Monks of Egypt, that they were clad in black, and were ambitious 
V'“fT'X to go abroad in the moft flovenly and fordid Garb But 

* **Tn t0 rC ]r *? ,°r Ur (as (r) Photius and «) Ephiphanius 

Cod. i 2 $.col. not 1 e ) ffiewed himfelf in his words and ablions, as well as in his habit 
?c 4 . to be a true Philolopher. 

yu # came to Rome (upon what occafion is uncertain)probably 

about 
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about the beginning of Antoninus Pius his Reign, where he fixed his ha¬ 
bitation, d welling, as appears from the atts of his Martyrdom, about the 
Timothine Paths, which were upon the Viminal Mount. Here he ftre- 
nuoufly imployed hitnfelf to defend and promote the caufeof Chriftiani- 
ty, and particularly to confute and beat down the Herefies that then x 
mainlyinfeftedanddifturbed the Church, writing a Book *againft all i.p. 7 v, 
forts of Herefies, but more efpecially oppofed himfelf to Marcion , who 
was the Son of aBifliop, born in Pont us, and for his deflounng a Vir¬ 
gin had been caft out of the Church, whereupon he fled to Rome\ where 
lie broached many damnable Errors, and among the reft, that there 
were two Gods, one the Creator of the World , whom he made, to be 
the God of the Old Teftament , and the Author of evil; the other 
a more Sovereign and Supreme Being, Creator of more excellent things, 
the Father of Chrift, whom he lent into the World to diifolve the Law 
and the Prophets, and to deftroy the works of the other Deity, whom 
he ftiled the God of the Jews. Others, and among them efpecially 
f Epifbanius, and a more Ancient Author * of the Dialogues againjtthe f/^/.xur. 
Marcionites under the name oi Origen ( for that it was Origen himfelf, £*&- 
I much queftiony make him to have eftablifhed three differing Principles mrtn.X'ii 
or Beings ; an«^ dy+Sv, or good Principle, the Father of Chrift, and 4 M<b tdit. 
this was the Goa of the Chrijlians j an ccpxf) i>i \jjjwpyrm, or Creating Prin- 
ciple, that made the vifible frame of things, which prefided over the 
Jews, and aaaf#} n.vue^, or evil Principle, which was the Devil, and 
ruled over the Gentiles. With him JnJlin encountred both by Word and 
Writing, particularly publifhing a Book wliich he had compofed againft: 
him and his pernicious Principles. ° 

VIII. ABOUT the Year of our Lord CLX. the Chriftians feeiflj 
to have been more feverely dwelt with; for though Antoninus the Em¬ 
peror was a mild and excellent Prince, arid who put out no Edicts, that 
we know of, to the prejudice of Chriftianity, yet the Chriftians being 
generally traduced and defamed as a wicked and barbarous generation, 
had a hard hand born upon them in all places, and were perfecuted by 
vertue of the particular Edifts of former Emperors, and the general 
Handing Laws of the Roman Empire. To vindicate them from the 
afperfions caft: upon them , and to mitigate the feverities ufed towards 
them, Jufiin about this time publifhed his firft Apology ( for though in 
all Editions it be fet in the fecond place, it was unqueftionably the firft,3 
prefenting it (as appears from the Infcription ) to Antoninus Pius the vlLEuftb , . 
Emperor, and to his two Sons Vents and Lnciu to the Senate, and by 
them to the whole People of Rome , wherein with great ftrength and 
evidence of reafon he defends the Chriftians from the common obje- 
ftions of their Enemies, proves the Divinity of the Chriftian Faith, and 
Ihews how unjuft and unreafonable it was to proceed againft them with¬ 
out due convittion and form of Law, acquaints them with the innocent 
Rites and Ufages of the Chriftian Affemblies, and laftly puts the Empe* 
rorinmind of the courfe which Adrian his PredecefTor had taken in 
this matter \ who had commanded that Chriftians fhould not be need- - 
lefty and unjuftly vexed, but that their caufe fhould be traverfed and ' 
determined in open Judicatures; annexing to his Apology aCopy of 
the Re feript which Adrian had font to Mimcius Fundanus to that pur- 
pofe. 

XI. HIS Addrefs wanted not it feems its defired Succefs f. For the fonr.mju^i 
V Empe* 
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Emperor in his own nature of a merciful and generous dilpofition, be¬ 
ing moved partly by this Apology, partly by the notices he had re¬ 
ceived from other parts of the Empire, gave order that Chriftians hence¬ 
forward Ihould be treated in more gentle and regular ways, as appears 
among others by his * Letter to the Commonalty of Afia, yet extant, which 
I fhall here inlert. 

T^M P E R OlJ R Cacfar Titus, iElius Adrian Antoninus, Auguflus, 
fi Pius, Higli-Prieft, the XV. time Tribune, thrice Conful, Father 
of the Country, to the Common Affembly of Afia, Greeting. I am very 
well affured, that the Gods them/elves will take care, that this kind of men 
jhall not efcapc, it being much more their concern , than it can be yours , to 
punifh thofe that refttfe to worfhip them whom yon do but the ftronglier con¬ 
firm in their own fentiments and opinions, while yon vex and opprefs them, 
accufe them for Atheifts, and charge other th rigs upon them, which yon are 
not able to make good', nor can a more acceptable kindnefs be done them, than 
that being accufedthcy may feem to chafe to die rather than live , for the 
fake of that God whom they worfljip. By which means they get the better , 
being ready to lay down their Lives, rather than be perfivaed to comly with 
your commands. As for the Earth-quakes that have been , or that do yet 
happen, it may not be amifs to advert.fe you , whofe minds are ready to de/pond 
under any fuch accidents, to compare your cafe with theirs. They at fnch a 
time are much more fee tire and confident in the ir God y l ... us you fee wing to 
difown God all the while, neglect both the R J other Gods, and the Reli¬ 
gion of that Immortal Deity , nay Bamjh and Perf cente to Death the Chrifiians 
that Worfhip Him. Concerning thc/e Men jcveral Governors of Provinces 
have heretofore written to my Father of Sacred Memory : to whom he return* 
edthis anfwer. That they fhould be no way mole/led, unlefsrt appeared that 
they attempted fomething againfi the St ate of the Roman Empire. Tea, and 
I my felf have received many notices ef this nature, to which I anfwered 
according totketenourof my Fathers confiitution. After all which if any 
fhall /lilt go on to create them trouble meerly becaufe they are Chrifiians, let 
him that isinditfedbe difcharged, although it appear that he be a Chrijlian a 
and let the Informer hrnfelf undergo the punifbment. 


•fVideps Fafl. 
Conful J Sigon. 
Edit, td Ann. 
V. C. 
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Publilhed at Ephefus in the place of the Common Affembly 
of Afia. 

3C. THIS Letter was lent ( as appears from the year of his Conful- 
Jhip ) Ann. C hr. CXL. Antoninilll. If it be obje&ed, that this leems not 
confident with the year of his being Tribune, laid here to be the XV. 
I anlwer that the br^apysm Vfycnx , or Tribunitian Power did not always 
commence with the beginning of their Reign, but was lometimes gran¬ 
ted, and that more than once, to perlons in a private capacity, clpc- 
cially thofe who were Candidates for the Empire. Thus (as appears 
from the Fafli Confulares i') M. Agrippa had the Tribunitia potefias 
feven, as after his death Tiberius had it fifteen times during the life of 
Auguflus. -So that Antoninus his fifteenth Tribunelliip might well 
enough confift with the third year of his Empire. Though I confcls I am 
, apt to fufpe£fc an Error in the number , and the rather becaufe * Sylbur - 
, gifts tells us, that thele XV. years were not in the Edict, as it is in Juft in 
Martyr , but were fupplied out of Eufebius his Copy, which I have lome 
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reafon to think to be corrupted in other parts of this Epiftle. I am nor 
ignorant that lome learned Men would have this Imperial Edift to be. 
the Decree of Marcus Aurelius, Son of Antoninus. Indeed in the inferi- 
ption of it, as it is extant in Eufebius, it is Marcus Aurelius Antoninus : 
but then nothing can be more evident, than that that part of it is cor¬ 
rupted, as is plain, both becaufe Eufebius himlelf a few lines before ex- 
prelly alcribes it to Antoninus Pius , and becaufe in theoriginal ialori- 
ption in Juft ins own Apology (from whence Eufebius tranleribed his ) 
it is Titus ALlins Antoninus Pius. And belides that nothing die. of 
moment is offered to make good the conje&ure, the whole content of 
Antiquity, and the tenor of the Epiftle it Idf clearly adjudging it to the 
elder Antoninus', and * Mclito Bifhop oi Sardis, who prefented an Apo- * Ap.s 1 ;y f u. 
logy to his Soil and Succelfor, tells him of the Letters which his Father 1 fa.' 
at the time when he was his Partner in the Empire, wrote to the Cities J ,IH ‘ 
that they Ihould not mile any new troubles again!! the Chrifiians. 

XI. NOT long after his firft Apology, Juftin leems to have re-vifited 
the Eafiern parts: for befid.es what he lays in the Affs of his Martyrdom, 

that he was twice at Rome, \ Eufebius exprefly affirms, that he was at ^ Lib 'A' c >'i> 
Ephefus , where lie had his dilcourle with Tryphon, which ’tis * plain was. ^v^Dubg. 
after the prelenting his firft Apology to the Emperor. And ’tis 110 Chm /'• * 
ways improbable but that he went to Ephefus in company with thole 349 ‘ 
who carried the Emperor’s Edid to the Common-Council of Afia, then 
affembled.m that City, where he fell into acquaintance with Tryphon 
the Jew. This Tryphon was probably that Rabbi Tarphon, Tuiynpan 
as they commonly call him, the wealthy Priefi, the Mafter or AlTociateof 
R. Aquiba , of whom mention is often made in the Jewijh Writings. A 
Man of great note and emincncy, who had fled his Country % in the late + D flog.cum 
War, wherein Barchochab had excited and headed the Jews to a Rebel- r>y > ,K P- 21 7 * 
lion againfi the Romans , lince which time he had lived in Greece , and 
cfpccially at Corinth, and had mightily improved himlelf by converle 
with the Philolbphers of thofe Countries. With him Juftin enters the 
lifts in a two-days difpute, the account whereof he has given us in his 
Dialogue with that fubtil Man, wherein he loadmirably defends and 
makes good the truth of the Chriftiau Religion, cuts the very fmews of 
the Jewifij caufe, dilfolves all their pku. and pretences againfi Chriftia- 
nity, and dilcovers their implacable lpight and malice, who not barely 
content to rejeft Chriftianity, Pent peculiar perlons * up and down the * m 
World to Ipread abroad, that Jeftts the Galilean was a Deceiver and if 
Seducer, and his whole Religion nothing but a Cheat and an Impofture, ff' c - 
that in their public t Synagogues they folemnly anathematized all that 
turned Chriftians, hated them, as cllewhere * he tells us, with a mortal * if 
enmity, opprelfed and murdered them whenever they got them in their 
power ; Barchochab their late General making them the only object of 
his greateft leverity and revenge, unlels they would renounce and bla- 
fphemeChrift. The ilfue of the conference was, that the Jew acknow¬ 
ledged himlelf highly pleated with his dilcourle, propelling he found 
more in it, than he thought could have been expected from it, williing he 
might enjoy it oftner, as what would greatly conduce to the true Under- 
Handing of the Scripture, and begging his friendlllip in what part of the 
World foeverlie was. 

XII. I N the conclufion of tills difeourfe with Tryphon, he tells us, he 
was ready to let fail, and depart from Ephefus , but whether in order 
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to his return to Rome, or fome other place, is not known. That he re¬ 
turned thither at laft, is unqueftionable, the thing being evident, though 
the time uncertain, whether itwas while Antoninus was yet alive, or "in 
the beginning of his Succeffors Reign, I will not venture to determine. 
At his coming he had among others, frequent contefts with Crefcens the 
dtiin'i! 9 ' Philolopher, a Man of fbme note at that time in Rome. He was a * Cy- 
fjHn! tn ™ c , and according to the genius of that Sed, proud and conceited, furly 
and ill-natured, a Philolbpher in appearance, but a notorious Slave to all 
gwTTso. Vice anc * Wickednefs. f Tati an, JuJtin s Scliolar ( who law the Man at 
Rome , admired and defpifod him for his childifh and trifling, his wanton 
and effeminate manners ) gives him this chara&er, that he was the tradu- 
cer of all their gods, the Epitome of Superftition, the acculer of gene¬ 
rous and heroic a&ions, the fubtil contriver of Murders, the prompter 
of Adultery, a purfucrof Wealth, even to rage and madnefs, a Tutor of 
the vileft fort of Luff, and the great Engine and inftigator of Mens be- 
157. ing condemned to execution: he tells us* of him, that when at fome, he 
was above all others miferably enflaved to Sodomy and Covetoufiiefs; 
and though he pretended to defpife death, yet did he hlTnfolf abhor it* 
and to which as the greateft evil he fought to betray JuJtin and Tatian] 
for their free reproving the vicious and degenerate lives of thofe Philo^ 
fophical Impoftors. This was his adverfary, <£<*0-4*9©. i $<*6^9©., 
fjpti.hr vt- as he calls him f, a lover of Popular Applaufo, not of trueWifoom and 
riwii. jp.46. philofophy, and who by all the bafe Arts of inflnuation endeavoured to 
traduce the Chriftians, and to reprelent their Religion under the mod 
infamous chara&er. But in all his difputes the Martyr found him 
wretchedly ignorant of the affairs of Chriftians, and ftrongly biaffed 
by malice and envy, which he offered to make good (if it might be ad¬ 
mitted ) in a public deputation with him before the Emperor and the 
Senate: affuring them, that either he had never confidered the Chri- 
ftian Do&rines, and then he was worfe than the meaneft Idiots who 
are not wont to bear witnefs and pronounce fentence in matters where¬ 
of they have no knowledge; or if he had taken notice of them, it was 
plain that either he did not underftand them, or if he did, out of a bale 
compliance with his Auditors, diffembled his knowledge and approbati¬ 
on, for fear of being accounted a Chriftian, and left freely fpeaking his 
mind, he fhould fall under the Sentence and the fate of Socrates', lb far 
was he from the excellent principle of that wife Man, that no Man was to 
be regarded before the truth. W hich free and impartial cenfure did but more 
exalperate the Man, the fooner to haften and promote his ruine. 

XIII. IN the mean time JuJtin prefented his fecond Apology to 
M. Antoninus ( his Collegue L. Versa being then, probably, abfent from 
the City ) and the Senate; for that it was not addreffed to the Senate 
alone, is evident from foveral paffages in the Apology it felf. There 
are, that will have this as well as the former to have been prefented to 
Antoninus Rim, but certainly without any juft ground of evidence, bo¬ 
lides that Eufebim and the Ancients exprefly aforibe it to Marcus Aure¬ 
lius, his Son and Succeffor. And were the Infoription and beginning of it, 
which are now wanting, extant, they would quickly determine and rc- 
+Apo!.i.p A u folve the doubt. The occafion of it was this. * A Woman at Romehad 
together with her husband lived in all manner of wantonnefs and de¬ 
bauchery, but being converted to Chriftianity, fhe fought by all Argu¬ 
ments and perfwafions to reclaim him from his loofo and vicious courfe. 

But 
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But the Man was obftinate, and deaf to all reafon and importunity; how¬ 
ever by the advice of her friends, fheftill continued with him, hoping 
in time the might reduce liim; till finding him to grow intolerable, 
file procured a Bill of Divorce from him. The Man was fb far from 
being cured, that he was more enraged by his Wives departure, arid 
accufed her to the Emperor for being a Chriftian; fhe alfo put in her 
Petition, to obtain leave to anfwer for her folf. Whereupon he defea¬ 
ted the profecution of his Wife, and fell upon one Ptolomeus, by whom 
flie had been converted to the Chriftian Faith, whom he procured to 
be call: into Prifon, and there a long time tortured meerly upon his con- 
fefling himfelf a Chriftian. At laft being brought before Vrbtcius Pra¬ 
ted of the City, he was condemned to death. Whereat Lucim , a 
Chriftian that flood by, could not forbear to tell the Judge, it was very 
hard that an innocent and vertuous Man, charged with no Crime, fhould 
be adjudged to die meerly for bearing the name of a Chriftian, a thing 
no way creditable to the Government of fuch Emperors as they had, 
and of the Auguft Senate of Rome. Which he had no fooner laid, but 
he was together with a third perfon fontenced to the lame fate. The 
feverity of thefe proceedings awakened JuJtin s folicitude and care for 
the reft of his Brethren, who immediately dreW up an Apology for 
them, wherein he lays down a true and naked relation of the cafe, com¬ 
plains of the injuftice and cruelty of fuch proceedures, topuniOlmen 
meerly for the name of Chriftians, without ever accufing them of any 
material crimes, anfwers the objections ufually urged againft them, and 
defires no more favour, than that what determination foever they fhould 
make of it, his Apology might be put before it, that fo the whole World 
might judge of them, when they had been once truly acquainted with 
their cafe. 

XIV. THE Martyrs activity and zeal in thecaufo of Chriftianity 
did but let the keener edge upon Crefcens his malice and rage againft 
him. The Philofopher could not confute him by force of Argument, 
and therefore refolved toattacque him with clancular and ignoble Arts; 
and could think of no furer way to opprefs him, than by engaging the 
fecular Powers againft him. Marcus Antoninus the Emperor was a 
great Philofopher, but withal zealous of Pagan Rites to the higheft de¬ 
gree of Superftition ; he had from his youth been educated in the * Saltan 
College, all the Offices whereof he had gone through in his own Perfon, 
affeding an imitation of Numa Pompiltus, the firft Mafter of Religious 
Ceremonies among the Romans , from whom he pretended to derive his 
Pedigree and Original: nay fo very ftrid in his way of Religion ( fays 
•\ Dion') that even upon the Dies Ncfafi, the unlucky and inaufpicious 
days, when all public Sacrifices were prohibited, he would privately 
offer Sacrifices at home. What apprehenfions he had of the Chriftians 
is evident from hence, that he aforibes * their ready and refolute under¬ 
going death, not to a judicious and deliberate confideration, but to a 
4 < a >» nx%is, a sneerJtulbornnefs and obftinacy ; which he being fb emi¬ 

nent and profeffed a Stoic, had of all Men in the World the leaft reafon 
to charge them with. With him it was no hard matter for Crefcens to 
infinuate himfelf, and to procure his particular dis-favour towards JuJtin , 
a Man fo able, and fo adive topromote the intereft of the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion. Indeed f Juflin himfelf had publicldy told the Emperor what 
he expeded fhould be his own fate, that he looked that Crefcens or fome 
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of their titular Philofophers, fhould lay fhares to undermine, torment, or 
crucifiehim. Nor was he at all miftaken, the envious Man procuring 
him to be caft inPiifbn, where if the * Greeks lay true, he wasexercifed 
with many preparatory tortures in order to his Martyrdom. I confels 
Enfebins gives us no particular account of his death, but the Acts of his 
Martyrdom are ftill f extant, and (as tliere is reafbn to believe ) Ge¬ 
nuine and uncorrupt, the fhortnefs of them being not the lead Argu¬ 
ment that they are the fincere Tratricripts of the Primitive Records, and 
that they have for the main leaped the interpolations of later Ages, 
which mod others have been obnoxious to. I know ’tis doubteefby 
*onc, whether thefe Atts contain the Martyrdom of ours, or another 
ffuftin : but whoever confiders the particulars of them, mod agreeable 
to our Jiiftin, and efpecialiy their fixing his death under the Prefect tire of 
RhJUchs , which Epiphamm exprefly aftirms of our St. JnJtin, will fee little 
realbn to quedion, whether they belong to him. In them we have this 
following account. 

XV. JVST IN and fix of his companions having been apprehended, 
were brought before Ruflicus , Prefeft of 'the City. This Rujticus was 
'!' ff Junius Rufticus, a Man famous both for Court and Camp, a wile 
Statefman, and great Philofopher, peculiarly addifted to the SeCt of the 
Stoics. He was Tutor to the prefent Emperor M. Aurelius, and what re¬ 
markable Rules and Indru&ions he had given him, Antoninus * himfelf fets 
down at large. Above all his Maders he had a particular reverence and 
regard to him, communicated to him all his public and private Coun- 
lels, fhewed him refpect before all the great Officers of the Empire, and 
after his death required of the Senate that he might be honoured with 
a public Statue. He had been Confnl in the fecond year of Hadrian , 
and again in the fecOnd of the prelent Emperors, and was now Prafett 
of Rome : before whom thefe good Men being brought, he perfhaded 
Juft in to obey the gods, and comply with the Emperors Edifts. The 
Martyr told him, that no Man could be judly found fault with, or con¬ 
demned, that obeyed the commands of our Saviour Jeftts Cbrijl. Then 
the Governor enquired in what kind of learning and difeipiine he iiad 
been brought up: he told him, that he had endeavoured to underhand 
all kinds of Difeipiine, and tried all methods of Learning, but had finally 
taken up his relt in the Chriftian Difeipiine, how little fbever it was 
efteemed by thole who were led by error andfalfeopinions. Wretch 
that thou art ( faid theGovcrnor ) art thou then taken with thatDifcipline ? 
Iam, reply’dthe Martyr , for with right Do&rinc do I follow the Chri¬ 
ftians. And when asked what that DoCtrine was; he anfwcrcd, the 
right Dottrine which we Chriftians pioufly profefs, is this, we believe 
the one only God to be the Creator of all things viflble and invisible, 
and confefs our Lord Jeftis Chrijl to be the Son of God, foretold bv 
the Prophets of old, and who fhall hereafter ccme to be the Judge cf 
Mankind, a Saviour, Preacher, and Mafter to all thofe, who -arcAiiilv 
inftru&ed by him; that as for himfelf, he thought himfelf too mean to 
be able to fay any thing becoming his infinite Deity; that this was the 
bufinefs of the Prophets, who had many Ages before foretold the com¬ 
ing ofthis Son of God into the World. 

XVI. THE PfitfeCl next enquired where the Chriftians were wont 
to a (Tenable, and being' told, that the God of the Chriftians was not 
confined to a particular place, he asked in what place Juft in was wont to 

inftrud 
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inftrud his Difcipies, who gave him ail account of the place where he 
dwelt, and cold him that there he Preached tile Chriftian Do&rine to 
all that ' eibrced to him. Then having feverally examined his Compa¬ 
nions, he again add relied himfelf to JnJtin in this manner. Hear thou 
that art noted for thy Eloquence, and thinkeft thou art in the truth ; if 
Icaufe thee to be fcourged from Head to Foot, thinkeft thou thou (halt 
go to Heaven ? He anfwered, that although he lhould fuller what the 
other had threatned, yet he hoped he fhould enjoy the portion of all 
true Chriftians, well knowing that the Divine Grace and Favour was laid 
up for all fuch , and fhould be as long as the World endured. And 
when again asked, whether he thought he fhould go to Heaven, and re¬ 
ceive a reward; he replied, that he did not think it only , but knew, 
and was fo certain of it, that there was no caufe to doubt it. The Go¬ 
vernor feeing it was to no purpofe to argue, came clofer to the matter in 
hand, and bad them go together, and unanimoufly facrifice to the gods. 

No Man ( replied the Martyr ) that is in his right mind, will deferttrue 
Religion to fall into error and impiety. And when threatned that un- 
lefs they complied, they fhould be tormented without mercy; there is 
nothing ( faith JnJtin ) which we more earncftly defire, than to endure 
torments for the fake of our Lord Jefus Chrift, and be faved. For this 
is that which will promote our happinefs, and procure us confidence 
before that dreadful Tribunal of our Lord and Saviour, before which 
by the divine appointment, the whole World muft appear. To which 
the reft affented, adding, Difpatcli quickly what thou haft a mind to, for 
we are Chriftians, and cannot facrifice to Idols. Whereupon the Go¬ 
vernor pronounced this lentence; They who refufe to do Sacrifice to the, 
gods , and to obey the Imperial Edicts, let them be fir ft fcourged , and then 
beheaded according to the Laws. The Holy Martyrs rejoyced and blefledl 
God for the Sentence palled upon them, and being led back to Prifbn, 
were accordingly whipped, and afterwards be- 
headed. The fa) Greeks in their Rituals, though 
very briefly, give theTame account only they dit „£ . 
rer m the manner or the Martyrs death, which M r 
they tell us was by a draught of Poifon, while the * txcou ‘ w Uy ' 
reft of his Companions loft their heads. Though' there are that by that 
fatal potion underftand no more than the poifonous malice arid envy of 
Crefcens the Philofopher, by which Juft ins death was procured. And in¬ 
deed if literally taken, the account of the Greeks in that place will not 
be very confident with it felf. Their dead Bodies the Chriftians took 
up and decently interred. This was done, as Baronins conjectures, Ann. 

Chr. CLXV. with whom feems to concur the f Alexandrine Chronicle, f AdAn.i. 
which fays, that Juft in having preferred his fecond Apology to the Em- 
peror,- was not long after crowned with Martyrdom. This is all the tf.tfnduu 
certainty that can be recovered concerning the time of his death, the date 3. 
of it not being configned by any other ancient Writer. ’Tis a vaft 
miftake ^ ( or rather error of Tranicribers ) of * Epiphanies, who makes *x*ref.xLvi: 
him fuffer under Adrian, when yet he could not be ignorant that he de- l t lm 
dicated Iris firft Apology to Antoninus Pius his Succeffor, in the Clofe 
whereof he makes mention' of Adrian, his illuftrious Parent and Prede- 
celfor, and annexes the Letter which lie had written to Minucit+s ftm- 
damn in favour of the Chriftians; and no lefs his miftake (if it was not 
an error in the number) concerning his Age, making him but thirty- 

years 
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years old at the time of his death, a thing no ways confiftent with the 
courfe of his Life : and for what he adds of h -■ Anua ., that he 

died in a firm and c nfiftent age, it may be very well applied to many 
years after that period of his liiL* 

XVII. TH U J have we traced the Martyr through the feveral fta- 
ges of his life, and brought him to his laft fatal period. And now let us 
view hint a little nearer. He was a Man oi a pious mind, and a very 
vertuous life ; tenderly fenfible of the honour of God, and the great in- 
tereftsof Religion. He was not elated, nor valued himfelf upon the ac¬ 
count of his great abilities, but upon every occafion intirely refolved 
the glory of all into the divine grace and goodnels. He had a true love 
to all Men, and a mighty concern for the good of Souls, whole hap- 
pinefs he continually prayed for and promoted, yea, that of their fier- 
ceft Enemies. From none did he and his Religion receive more 

* d Ur. 'em bitter affronts and oppofitions than from the Jews, yet he tells * Tryphott 
T W b ' 354* that they heartily prayed for them, and all other Perfecutors, that they 

might repent, and ceafing to blafpheme Chrift , might believe in him, 
f ibid.f. 323, an J be laved from eternal vengeance at his glorious appearing: f that 
though they were wont folemnly to curie them in their Synagogues, and 
to joyn with any that would perfecute them to death , yet they re¬ 
turned no other anfwerthan that, You are our Brethren, we befeech you 
own and embrace the truth of God. And in his * Apology to the Empe¬ 
ror and the Senate, lie thus concludes, I have no more to lay, but that 
we fhall endeavour what in us lies, and heartily pray , that all Men in 
the World may be bleffed with the knowledge arid entertainment of 
the truth. In the purluit of this noble and generous defign he feared 
no dangers, but delivered lumlelf with the greateft freedom and impar- 
tApil.ihp.tt. tiality ; he acquaints the 'f- Emperors, how much ’twas their duty to 
honour and efteem the truth, that he came not to fmooth and flatter 
them, but to ddirc them to pals fentence according to the exa&eft rules 
of Juft ice; * that it was their place and infinitely reafonable when they 
had heard the caule, to diicharge the duty of righteous Judges, which 
if they did not, they would at length be found inexcufable before God ; 
tibid.p. 99 . i nay that if they went on to punifli and perfecute fuch innocent per¬ 
sons, he tells them betbre-hand, ’twas impomble they Ihould efcape the 
future Judgement of God, while they perfiftM in this evil and unrigh¬ 
teous courle. lU this cafe he regarded not the perfons of Men, nor was 
feared with the dangers that attended it, and therefore in his conference 

* TjUI. turn with the Jew , tells * him, that he regarded nothing but to fpeak the 
Tryph.p.w. truth, not caring whom in this matter he dilbbliged, yea, though they 

Ihould prefently tear him all in pieces; neither fearing nor favouring his 
own Country-men the Samaritans, whom he had acculed in his A po- 
logy to the Emperor, for being fo much bewitched and Induced with the 
Impoftures of Simon Magus , whom they cried up as a fupreme Deity , a- 
bove all principality and power. 

XVlII. F O R his natural endowments, he was a man of acute parts, a 
fmart and pleafant wit, a judgement able to weigh the differences of 
things, and to adapt and accommodate them to themoftufeful purpofes; 
all which were mightily improved and accomplifhed by the advantages 
of Foreign Studies, being both in the Chriftian and Ethnic Piiilofophy, 
axeev zvnyuAvS'- ■f.Av^g.bda, 71 $ *7lays 

fJ’°so^ XXV ‘ ^ Fhotius, arrived at the very height, flowing with abundance of Hi- 

ftory, 
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ftory, and all forts of Learning. In one thing indeed he feems to have 
come Ihort, and wherein the firft Fathers were generally defective 
skill in the Hebrew , and other Eajlern Languages, as appear* ( to omit 
others ) by one inftance, his derivation of the word Sat anas ; Sat a ( as he 
tells ^ us; in the Hebrew and the Syriac fignifying an Apoftate', and Nas **>/,/,*. cm 
the fame with the Hebrew Sata , out of the compofition of both which Tryih,f ' 
arifes this One word Sat anas. A trifling conceit, and the lefs to be pardoned 
in one that was born and lived among the Samaritans and the jews ; eve* 
ry one that has butconverfed with thole Languages at a diftance, knowing 
it to fpring from |taw to be an adverfary , which being formed according 
tp die mode of the Greeks, (as (a) Grigen long fince obferved in this very 
inftance.) whq were wont to add ols to the termination of words bor¬ 
rowed from a Foreign Language, becomes Sat anas, an adverfary . And 
therefore a late ( b) Author (whohas weeded the Writings of the Ancients, C * ) sw 
and whofe quotations favour of infinitely greater oftentation, than ei- Tra ^- dt Vtt '> 
ther judgment or fidelity ) fufficlently betrays his ignorance in thofe ve- 
ry Fathers, with which he pretends lo much acquaintance, when tp T *"'t-frJfix. 
prove the Quefi. & Refp. ad Orthodoxos , not to be the genuin work of our *' 44 ’ 
Jujlin, he urges the odd and ridiculous interpretation of the word Of an- (OviJ.o u ,ri 
na, there rendred (c) by ptA'ya.Mauvn , fuper-excellent magnifi- 

cence: of the true fignification whereof (fayshe) jujlin himlelf beinga 
Samaritan could not be ignorant. When as his uiiqueftionable Tra&s 
afford fuch evident footfteps of his lamentable unskilfulnels in that 
Language. But theManmuftbe excufed, feeing in this fas in many 
other things) he traded purely upon truft, fecurely ftealing the whole 
paffage word for word out of another Author: fo little skill had he to vu Rim 
dillinguilh between true and falfe, and to know when to follow his ctii.Sm.i.z. 
Guides, and where to leave them. As for jujlin bimfelf his ignorance e ' s *' 1 "' 
herein is the lefs to be wondered at, ifweconfider that his Religion as 
a Gentile born, liis early and almoft foie converfe with the Greeks! his 
conftant ftudy of the Writings of the Gentile Philofophers, might well 
make him a ftranger to that Language, which had not muchinitto 
tempt a meer Philqfopher to learn it. In all other parts of Learning 
how great his abilities were, maybe.feen in his Writings yet extant, (to 
lay nothing of them that are loft ) SiuvoIoa *} 

Wyfoxqcw Wovjs dtpeAeiv fariecc, as (d) Eufebiusfoys of them, (a)h.&cI.U, 

the Monuments of his Angular Parts, and of a mind ftudioufly conver- e.is.p.i^; 
fant about divine things, richly fraught with excellent and ufeful know¬ 
ledge. They are all defigned either in defence of the Chriftian Reli¬ 
gion, both againftJfjrj and Gentiles, or in beating down that common 
Religion, and thofe prophane and ridiculous Rites of Worlhip which 
then governed the World, or in preferibing Rules for the ordinary con- 
dud of the Chriftian Life, all which he has managed with an admirable 
acutenefs and dexterity. Some Books indeed have obtruded themfelves 
under hi, name, as the Expofitio Ftdei, Qutjltones & ReJponfa ad Orthodoxos, 

Quafttones Gracanic* ad Chrifiianos , Quyjliones V. adGracos, &c. all 
which are undoubtedly ofa latter Age, compofed after Chriftianity was 
fully fettled in the World, and the Arrian controverfies had begun to 
difturb the Chriftian Church. Or if any of them were originally his, they 
have been fo miferably interpolated and defaced by after-ages, that it is 
almoft impoffible to difeern true from falfe. 

XIX. AS for theEpiftle to Diognetus, though exceptedagainft by 
X feme, 


(•*) Contr.Celf. 
1.6.p. ao 6. 
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fome y yet is it fairly able to maintain its title, without any juft caufe al- 
ledged againft it. Nor is it improbable but that this might be that very 
...... Diognetus who was Tutor to the Emperour M. Aurelius, who ( as him- 

confeffes (a) peifuaded him to the ftudyof Philofophy, and gave 
/. sift. him wife counfels and drreftions to that purpofe, and being a perfon of 
note and eminency, is accordingly faluted by the Martyr with a 
Aivyvimi moft excellent Diognetus. His temper and courfe of life had 
made him infinitely curious ( as is evident from the firft part of that Epi- 
file) to know particularly what was the Religion, what the Manners 
and Rites of Chriftians, what it was that infpired them with fo brave 
and generous a courage, as to contemn the World, and to defpife death ; 
upon wjhat grounds they rejeded the Religion, and difowned the deities 
of the Gentiles, and yet feparated themfelves from the JetviJb Difcipline 
and way of Worfhip; what was that admirable Love and friend (hip by 
which they were fo fall knit together, and why this novel Inftitution 
came fo late into the World. To all which inquiries ( futable enough to 
a Man of a philofbphic^//*/ ) JuJlin (to whom probably he had addreifed 
himfelf as the moft noted Champion of the Chriftian caufe ) returns a 
very particular and rational fatisfaftion in this Epiftle, though what ef¬ 
fect it had upon the Philofbpher is unknown. That this Epiftle is not 
(b)H.Ec C U.i. mentioned by Eufebius , is no juft exception, feeing he confefles (b) there 
‘ r ' 4 °* were many other .Books of JuJlin' s befidcs thofe which he tl\ere reckons 
up .• that it is a little more than ordinary polite and Philolophical, is yet 
lefs; for who can wonder if fo great a Scholar as JnJlin writing to a 
perfon fo eminent for Learning and Philofophy, endeavoured to give 
it all the advantages of florid and eloquent difcourfe. It muft becon- 
feifed that his ordinary ftile does not reach this; for which let us take 
P hotius (c) his cenfure, a man able to pafs a judgment in this cafe : hejtu - 
died not ( fays he ) to fet off the native beauty of Philofophy with the paint 
and varnifb of Rhetorical Arts. For which caufe his Difcourfes , though 
otherwife very weighty and powerful , and obferving a compofure agree die 
enough to Art and Science, have not yet thofe fweet and lujeious infnuat ions, 
thofe attratfives and allurements that are wont to prevail upon vulgar Auditors 
and to draw them after them. . ° ' 9 

XX. THAT which may feem moft to impair the credit of this ancient 
and venerable Man, is that he is commonly laid to be guilty of fome un¬ 
orthodox fentiments and opinions, difagreeing with the received De¬ 
anes of the Church. True it is, that he has fome notions not warran¬ 

ted by general entertainment or the fenfe of the Church, efpecially in 
later Ages, but yet fcarce any but what were held by moft of the Fa¬ 
thers in thofe early times, and which for the main are fpeculative and 
have no ill influence upon a good life; the moft confiderablewhereof 
we fhall here remark. Firfthe is charged with too much kindnefs and 
indulgence to the more eminent fort of Heathens, and particularly to- 
Toy xe«?cK to 0t» «</>- ward Socrates, Heraclitus, and fiich like: fuch in- 

Kfyv oi> tx, deed he feems to allow to have been in fome 
5 Ttuv tuiix. k«* oi ftp fenfe Chriftians, and of Socrates particularly (d) af- 

*° firms, that Chriftwas dm pAp^in part known to him, 

and ** eifewhere Zro tL once. V 
pag. ground of all which was this, that fuch perfons 

(d) Apol. I. p. 48. did fX*' Xoyy (iiw, live according to the n6yfr. , the 

word , or reafon, and that this naturally is in every Man, and manifeftto 

him 
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him, if he but govern himfelf according to it. For the clearer under- 
ftanding whereof it may not be amifs briefly to enquire in what fenfe 
the Primitive Fathers, and efpecially our juftin ufe this word a oy(&. 

And their notion was plainly this, that Chriftwas the eternal a or 
Word of the Father, the fum and center of all reafon and wifdom, as 
the Sun is the Fountain of Light, and that from him there was a A6 y<&* 
or reafon naturally derived into every Man, as a beam and emanation 
of Light from that Sun; to which purpofe they ufually bring that of 
S. John, In the beginning was the Word, and the Word x „ „ 

was with God, and the Word was God : that was . 
the true light that lighted every Man that cometh ^ 

t pomtS ydefjiv o# <pa>V. 

into the World. God (l<iys jMjttn )(a) niit 3 .iicl be- Koyx&v 'f'vyfiv cv n$ 

fore the produ£tion of any Creatures begot of a}&meiu m &c. orig. Com. in 
himfelf SMvolluv onva. a oyoclw, a certain rational Joan.p. 2 5 ; vid.etiamp.4o. r> 

power, fometimes fbiled in Scripture the Glory of ^ ta ’ cm s * 

God, the Son, Wifdom, an Angel, God, Lord and Word; by all which 
names he is deferibed both according to the Oeconomv of his Fathers 
Will, and according to his voluntary generation of him. And elfewheref^), CO A ? sl - 
We love and worfhip the Word of the unbegotten and ineffable F ’ 51 ‘ 

God, which (Word) for our fakes became Man, that by partaking of 
ourfufferings he might workout our cure. Hence Chrift is called fc) 
nv'tidv'ws A oy>i the univerfal Word, and with refpefl: to him reafon is ftiled 
o'jreg^oc'n^i Ao^the feminal Word that is fown in our natures ,crmpuccyniv 
S-dw hoyv wyfyjts (A), and f\ evued a oyy arntpYi, the internal femina- (d)Ud. 

tion of the implanted Word , which he there diftinguifhes from the 
ecu™ W atrip!/.*, the primary and original feed it felf, from which according 
tothemeafure of grace given by it, all participation and imitation does 
proceed. This is that which he means by the a'Tdp^ccnvj aA» 0 d<w, the 
feeds of truth, which he ( e) tells us leemto be in all Men in the World; ( e )Apoi. i. 2. 
they are a derivation from Chrift, who is the root, a kind of participation Ma. 
of a divine nature from him. Clemens of Alexandria thus deduces the pedi¬ 
gree. The image of God (fays (f) he ) is his Word ( for the divine Word (A Admonit. 
is the genuine oft-fpring of the mind, the Archetypal light of light) and ™ Gtnt -M*' 
the image of the Word is Man. The true mind that is in man (faid 
therefore to be made after the image and likenefs of God ) as to the frame 
of the heart is conformed to the divine Word, and by that means partakes 
of the Word or Reafon. 

XXL ORIGEN, Clemens his Scholar treads exattly in his Mafters fteps, 

He tells us, that as God the Father is<W^os, 
the Fountain of Deity to the Sun, fo God the 
Son, 0 tiyos, the Word, orthefupremeand eter* 

nal Reafon, is the Fountain and Original that 'at&MnlltQ-rfJAfar&etifS tntvip 
communicates reafon to all Rational Beings, ri ! u!yei > ^ a{ ^^ 
who as fuch are «x°V £5 the image of the ® ««* «v m ; iy> { 5 

image, thatis.fomekindoflhadowof theWord 

who is the bightnefs of his Fathers glory , and a f> Tom. i.Commentin Joan. p. 47 . 
the exprefs image of his perfon. And he further Edit. hu«. i «m. 2.0/ ^ m mot 

adds, that Aoys with an article is meant of otic, imyu 

Chrift, but without it of that Word or Reafon f f ^ K h«> £ n 1* 

that is derived from him. The cafe then in fhort K '°,y,' i * K * v ^ 

is tills, every Man naturally is endued with prin- 
eiplesof Reafon, and lively notices of good and evil, as a light kindled 

X 2 from 
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from him, who is the Word and Wifdom of the Father, and may fb far 
be faid to partake of Chrift, the primitive and original Word, and that 
more or lei's according to their improvement of them; lo that whatever 
wile and excellent things either Philoiophera or Poets have fpoken, lays 

(a) Apolog. I./>. Juft in the Martyr (a), it was to epLyuiw mv.v'h yim dv^pdnrm 6 07 r*pfjucc 

4 6 .vid.p. from that feed of the Aoy>s, the Word, or Realbn that is implanted 

48, C * in all mankind : thus he fays that Socrates (b) exhorted the Greeks to the 

( b) ibid. p.48. knowledge of the Unknown God by the inquifition of the Word. To 

conclude this, he no where affirms, that Gentiles might be faved without 
the entertainment of Chriftianity, nor that their knowledge was of it 
felf fufficient to that end (no man more ftrongly proves Reaibn and 
Natural Philofophy to be of themfelves infufficient to falvation) but 
thatib far as they improved their Realbn and internal Word to the 
great and excellent purpofes of Religion, lb far they were Chriftians,and 
« Ai- ak * n t0 thc eternal and original Word, and that 
yMyto mho, Q'jfCi&it whatever was rightly dittated or reformed by 

•fad avn « a6 y* /u P <pa$iv1& x) trap*'- this inward Word, either by Socrates among the 
w# x) intrS x&tr? x*»str1©-. Greeks, or by others among the Barbarians, was in 

Juft. Apol. ii. p. 5 6 . effed c j one by Chrift him lei f, the Word made Flejb. 

XXII. ANOTHER opinion with which he was charged is Chiliafmfn 
(c*) Dialog. ■ tbe reign of a thoufand years. This indeed he exprefly afferts (c), that 
cm. Ttypb.p. a f tcr t { ie Refurre&ion of the dead is over, Jerufalem ftiould be rebuilt, 
?.°3dp° 7 ' wV/ * beautified and enlarged, where our Saviour with all the holy Patriarchs 
and Prophets, the Saints and Martyrs fhould vifibly reign a thoufand 
years. He confeffes indeed that there are many fincere and devout 
Chriftians that would not fubferibe to this opinion; but withall affirms 
that there were abundance of the fame mind with him. As indeed there 
., . wer c,(d)Papias Bifhop of Hierapolis(e)IrenausBi - 

e .Sfuf'(/) uV.'fa°VtiL.yo»s,{f)Nt(os (£> jifollmms, (/,) TW- 
fupr. (fs Ap. Euftb. l.q.c. 24. ?• 2 7°. («) A P- lian,(t)Vittorinus,(k)Latfantius,(l)SeverusGallus, 
nitron. Comment. i# Expch.c. 36 . Tom. $.p. $07. . manv more The firft that ftarted this notion 


\ l f L T ‘v*'tt 22 '-'/ 6 ir 2 2 y. Times feems to have been the fore-mentioned 
p. 112. Papias, who (asf m)Eufebius tells us ) pretended it 

to be an Apoftolical Tradition, mifunderftanding 
the Apoftles difeourfes, and too lightly running away with what they 
meant in a myftical and hidden fenfe. For he was, though a good Man, 
yet of no great depth of underftanding, and fb eafily miftaken ; and yet 
as he obferves, his miftake, impofed upon feveral Ecclefiaftical perfons, 
the venerable antiquity of the Man recommending the errour to them 
with great advantage. Among which efpecially were our S. Juft in and 
MiU+c.iB. Irenaus, who held it in an innocent and harmlefs fenfe. ’Tis true (#) Cerin - 
p. 100. bionyf. thus and his followers, mixing it with the Jetvifb Dreams and Fables, and 
TuZ.ffp. pretending divine Revelations to patronize and countenance it, impro- 
973! * * F ‘ vedit tobrutifh and fenfual purpofes, placing it in a ftateof eating and 
drinking, and all manner of bodily pleafures and delights. And what 
ufe Heretics of latter times have made of it, and how much they have 
„ improved and enlarged it, is not my prefentbufinefs to enquire. 

XXIII. CONCERNING the ftatc of the Soul after this life, he 
(Od;*/. tun affirms (6) that the Souls even of the Prophets and righteous Men fell under 
m the power of Damons, though how far that power fhould extend, h e 

tells us not, grounding his affertion upon no other bafts than thefingl e 

inftan c 
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inftance of Samuel's being fummoned up by the inchantments of the Py 
thonefs. Nor does he alfert it to be neceffarily fb, feeing he grants that 
by our hearty endeavours and Prayers to God, our Souls at the hour 
of their departure may efcape the feizure of thofe evil powers. To 
this we may add, what he feems (a) to maintain, That the Souls of good f A \ p 
Men are not received into Heaven till the Refurredion; that when they 223. * 
depart the Body, they remain w xpdrlovi mt xftpu, (b) in a better ftate, mib.p.2221 
where being gathered within it felf, the Soul perpetually enjoys what it c. ' 
loved; but that the Souls of the unrighteous and the wicked are thruft 
into a worfe condition, where they exped the judgement of the great day : 
and he reckons 0) it among the errors of fome pretended Chriftians \ ( c ) ibid. p. 
who denied the Refurredion, and affirmed that their Souls immediately 3°7- 
after death were taken into Heaven. Nor herein did he ftand alone, but 
had the almoft unanimous fuffrage of primitive Writers voting with him, 

(d) Irentus, (e) Tertullian , (f)Ortgen , (g) Hilary , ^ 

(Jj) Prudentius , (i) Ambrofe , (?) Auguftin , (I s ) (<0 Adv. H*nf. /. v c. 31. m 9 1. j Apol. 

Anaftaftus Sinaita, and indeed who not, there be- l$.[\ f 0 i. Vi '. 

ing a general concurrence in this matter, that the 7. in Ltvit. foi. 7 1. (g) kLrrat. in 

Souls of the righteous were not upon the dilToluti- 

on prelently tranflated into Heaven, that is, not t. 4 .^ bon. Mon.c io.p.y^o. ( {j Enchind. 
admitted to a full and perfect fruition of the di- C ‘J°h m Xif.conc.ii 
vine prefence, but determined to certain fecret * * ' 

and unknown Repofitories, where they enjoyed a ftate of imperfect bleE 
fednefs, waiting for the accomplifliment of it at the general Refurre&ion, 
which intermediate ftate they will have deferibed under the notion of Pa - 
radife and Abrahams Bofom, and which fbme of them make to be a fub- 
terranean Region within the bowels of the Earth. 

XXIV. THE like concurrence, though not altogether foiincontro- 
lably entertained of the Ancients with our Juft in y we may obferve in his 
opinion concerning the (4) Angels , that God having committed to them c , 
the care and fuperintendency of this fublunary World, they abufed the 

power intrufted with them, mixing themfelves with Women in wanton 
and fenfual embraces, of whom they begat a race and pofterity of Daemons* 

An alfertion not only intimated by ( b ) Philo and 

(c) Jofephus, but exprefly owned by (d) Papias 
(0 Athenagoras , (/) Clemens Alexandrims (g) 

Tertullian, (h) Cyprian (i) L act ant ius, (k) Sulpitiui 
Sever us, ( 7 )S. Ambrofe, and many more. That 
which firft gave birth to this opinion ( eafily em¬ 
braced by thofe who held Angels to be corporeal) 
was a mifunderftanding that place, the Sons of God fatv the Daughters of 
Men that they were fair, and they took them to wife, and they bare Children 
to them , the fame became mighty Men, Men of renown. And it more parti¬ 
cularly furthered the miftake, that many ancient Copies of the Seftuagint 
(as is evident from Philo arid S. Augujlin, and the Kings ancient Alexandri¬ 
an Manufcript at this day ) infteadof the Sons read the Angels ofGod f 
which the Fathers who generally underftood no Hebrew, were not able to 
corre&. And I doubt not what gave farther patronage to this error* 
was the Authority of the Book of Enoch ( highly valued by many in 
thofe days ) wherein this Story was related, as appears from the fragments 
of it ftill extant. 

XXV. I might here alfo infill upon^what fbme find fo much fault 

* with 


(b) Di Gigant. 1 . 1. p. 221. (/) Antiq. I. a 
4. p. 8. (d) Apud Andr. Cttfar. Commnt. in 
Apoc.Strm. 12. CO Ltgat. pro Cbriji. p. 17. 
CD Stromat. 1 . 5. p. 550. (g)Dt Hab. mid. ftu 
it Cult.focmin.l. 1. c. 2.P. 150. (h)Dt Difcipl. 
& hab. Virg. p. 1 66. (i) De Orig. trror. 1.2. c. 
14. p.16. (Q Scar./lift, lib.i.pag. 1. CO 
De Not &Arc. c. 4. p. 144. T. 4, 
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with in our Martyr, his magnifying the power of Mans will, which is 
notorioufly known to have been the current dottrine of the Fathers 
through all the Hrft Ages till the rile of the Pelagian Controverfie*, 
though ftillthey generally own y^e/ v f^u/penir, a mighty afliitance of di¬ 
vine Grace to raile up and enable the Soul for divine and fpiritual tilings. 
f m (a) Juflin tells his adverfary that it’s in vain for a Man to think rightly to 
iljrypb.f. underftand the mind of the ancient Prophets, unlefs he be a hi lied 
3 1 ?* imjcCkhs Xa'pms t 2 ©gy, by a mighty grace derived from God. As 

(b)Adv.ff.trtf. well may the dry ground ( fays (b)Irenaus) produce fruit without rain 
l.l c.ig.p. ’ to moiftenit, as we who at Hr ft are like dried flicks, be fruitful unto a 
good life, without voluntary fhowres from above, that is, ( as he adds ) 
the lavcr of the Spirit. Clemens of Alexandria 
TS Im tttytam a ffi rms exprefly , that as there is a free choice in 

vov 7u>8«,«ipi6fcr la us p 0 . d \\ is not placed in our own power, but 

t Mld%% that fa grace m are faved, though not without 
in W $&»!#•> w rf good works ; and that to the doing of what is 

jBeifloi' >9 ttJ Of- good f SrciaA X.ct&nx>s, We efpe- 

afrjH. clem. Alexand. Stromat. 1 . $. p.588. cially need the grace of God, a right inftitution, 

ovjt # *vdj « an | 10ne ft temper of mind, and that the Father 

70 mv cmrif th draws tO him *. and that the \v i/Mv <um£«<7io»s 

1 LL V — the powers of the will are never able towing 

* ‘he Soul for a due flight for Heaven, without a 
*e«'< * mighty portion of grace to aftift it. Themyfte- 

^«Msa, ^ btl*t x *eJ©-, J)Jknet- ries of Chriftianity fas (c) Origen dilcourles a- 

hlut r SpSflf, ^*>»<, *5 ^ n gainft Celfus J cannot be duly contemplated 

'nai'cv™ oAJtMf. Id. Ibid, p.547. w i t h out a better afflatus and a more divine 
W ziM- f->»■•«'• ’*•»• «’• power; for a S no Man knows the things of a 

Man fave the Spirit of a Man that is in him, fo no Man knows the things 
of God , but the Spirit of God : it being all to no purpofe ( as he else¬ 
where oblerves ) unlefs God by his grace does (purri^&v no tytpovnur, 
enlighten the underftanding. I add no more 
Hat trit us divina gratia , pottnthr tttiqut but that of Tertullian , who afferts, that there 
is a powerofdivinenrace Ifronger than nature, 
nu.de Anim. c.ai.p.a79. which has m fubjettion the power of our Free 

Will. So evident it is, that when the Fathers 
talk higheft of the atj'ntymov, and the powers of nature, they never in¬ 
tended to exclude and banifh the grace of God. Some other difputa- 
ble or difallowed opinions may be probably met with in this good Mans 
Writings, but which are moftly nice and Philofophical. And indeed 
having been brought up under fo many feverallnftitutions ofPhilofophy, 
and coming ( as moft of the firft Fathers did ) frefh out of the School 
of Plato, ’tis the lels to be wondred at, if the notions which he had 
there imbibed fluck to him, and he endeavoured, as much- as might 
be, to reconcile the Platonic principles with the di&atesof Chriftia- 
nity. 


fat trit lis divin* gratia , pottntiar utiqut 
nttura, habtns in nobis fubjarnttm ftbi libtram 
arbitrii poteftattm , quod wu^mov dicitur. Ter- 
nU.de Anim. c.2i.p. 279. 


His 


His Writings. 

Genuine. Doubtful. 

Paranefis ad Gracos . Arflotelicorum auorundam Dogma* 

Elenchus , feu 0 ratio ad Grecos. tnmez/erflo. 

Apologia pro Chrijlianis prima. Epflola adZjnam & Serenum, 
Apologia pro Chrijlianis fecunda. 

Liber de Monarchia Dei , forfanin Suppofititious. 

fine mutilus. 

Dialogus cum Tryphonc Judao . Quajliones & Refponf ad Gracos. 
Epiflola ad Diognetnm . guafliones Gracanic *, de incorp *- 

reo s &c. & ad eafdem Chrflian* 

Not extant. Refonftones, 

Liber de Anima. guajliomm CXLVI. Refponfto ad 

Liber Pfaltes diflus. Orthodoxos. 1 

Contra omnes Harefes. Vid. an hie liber fit idem ( fed in- 

Contra Marcionem. terpolatus) de quo Photius hoc 

Commentarius in Hexameron ( ettjus titiilo. 

meminit Anajlaftus Sinaita. ) Dubitationum adverfus Religioncm 

De Refttr recti one Carnis , tefle Duma- fummarU folutiones. 

feno. Expofitio Fidei de S. Trinitate. 
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The Life of St. Iren i\i u s. 

»v/;c»w fent into France. The grievous Perfection there under 
M. Aurelius. The Letters of the Martyrs to the Bijhop of Rome. Pope 
Eleutherius guilty of M ontanilm. I reuse us fent to Rome. His writing 
againftFPloftinus and Blaftus. The martyrdom of Pothinus Biftop of 
LyonSl- and the cruelty exereifed towards him. lrenaeus fucceeds., His 
great diligence in his charge. His oppofition of Here ticks. The Synods 
faid to have been held under him to th*t purpofe. The Gnoftic Hcreftes 
ft re ad in France. Their monftrous Villanies. His confutation of them 
by word and writing. Variety of Setts and Diviftons objected by the He a-' 
thens again ft Chrijlianity. This largely an/wered by Clemens of Alexan¬ 
dria. Pope WFtov* s reviving the contr over fie about Eafter. The contejls 
between him and the Afiatics. Several Synods to determine this matter. 
Irenseus his moderate interpofal. His Synodical Epiftle to V i£lor. The 
Perfecution under Severus. Its rage about Lyons. Irenseus his Mar¬ 
tyrdom, and place of Burial. His Vertues. His induftrious and elabo¬ 
rate confutation of the Gnoftics. His file and phrafe. Photius his 
cenfure of his Works. His error concerning Thrift's Age. Miraculous 
gifts and powers common in his time. His Writings. 

I. 4^ IKENMVS may juftly challenge to go next the 

Martyr 0 efyus dp)' chrroi^Xojv yvovfyjiQ., as (a) S. Baftl 
tA Ut-JB ftiles him, one near to the Apoftles, which (b) S. Hie - 
pOH S. fiWjk rom cxprelTes by being a Man of the Apoftolic 
©Sa t*, t ^ mes * His Originals are To oblcure that fome 

difpute has been to what part of the World he 
belonged, whether Eaft or Weft, though that he 
was a Greek , there can be no juft caule to doubt. 
The Ancients having not particularly fixed the place of his Nativity, 
he is generally fuppoled to have been born at Smyrna , or thereabouts. 
In his youth he wanted not an ingenuous education in the Studies of 
Philolophy and Humane Learning, whereby he was prepared to be af¬ 
terwards an uleful Inftrument in the Church. His firft inftitution in 
the Do&rine of Chriftianity was laid under fome of the moll eminent 
perlons that then were in the Chriftian Church. S. Hicrom ( c) makes him 
Scholar to Papias Bifliop of Hierapolis , who had himlelf converted with 
the Apoftles and their Followers. This Papias (as (d) Irenaus and others 
inform us) was one of S. Johns Dilciples; by whom though Eufebius 
underftands not the Apoftle, but one firnamed the Elder, which he leans 
to collect from a palTage of ( e) Papias himlelf, yet evident it is, that though 
Papias in that place affirms, that he diligently picked up what Memoires 
he could meet with concerning the Apoftles from thole that had atten¬ 
ded and followed them, yet he no where denies that he himlelf conver- 
led with them. He was (as Eufebius characters him) a Man very 
learned and eloquent, and knowing in the Scriptures; though as (V)elle- 
where he adds, ogotpec o-fxtxpF m ow vw, of a very weak and undil’cer- 
ning judgment, cfpecially in the more abftrule and mylletious parts of 
the^ Chriftian DoCtrine, which eafily betraied him, and others thatfol- 
. lowed him into great errors and miftakes. He wrote five Books enti- 

• tuled, A ofta.. Ku£jtxx.Mv the explanation of our Lord’s Difcourfcs, 

and,as he in (h) Photius intimates,and the (i) Alcxandrin Chronic on exprelly 

• affirms, died a Martyr, being put to death at Pergamm in the Perlecution 
; under M. \ Aurelius. He is laid to have trained up many Scholars in 

the 
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the Chriftian Inftitution , and among the reft our Ircn.eus. Which 
though not improbable, yet we arc lure not only from the teftimonies 
of 0*5 Eujebius and (b) Theodorct , but what is more, from his (0 own, that i. 

he was trained up under the tutorage and inftruttion of S. Polyarp Bifliop s- •• 5.’ m f. 
of Smyrna, and S. Johns Dilciple, from whom he received the feeds of 
the true Apoftolic Dottrine, and for whom lie had lo great a reverence (c)Epifa 
and regard, that he took a moll cxabl and particular notice of whatever 
was memorable in him even to the minutell circumftances of his con- Iw^hUm. 
verlation, the memory whereof he prelerved frelh and lively to his dy- h 

ing day. • ha - 

II. BY whole hands he was confecrated to the Minifteries of Reli¬ 
gion, as alio when, and upon what occalion he came into France is not 
known. Probable it is that he accompanied S. Polycarp in his journey 
to Rome about the Pafchal coutroverfie, where by his and Anicetus his 
perlualions he might be prevailed with to go for France , (in lbme parts 
whereof, and elpecially about Marfcities, great numbers of Greeks did 
refide ) then beginning to be over-run with thole pernicious Herdics 
which at that time invaded and difturbed the Church, that lb he might 
be helpful and affiftingto Pothinus the aged Bifliop of Lyons in quelling 
andfubduing of them. This Pothinus (if we may believe. Gregory Bi- m.vwe. 
lliop of Tours, whorefided lome time in this City with his Uncle Ni- l,h - l ' c ' 2 $' 
fetus Bifliop of it ) cainc out of the Eaft, and had been dilpatched hither 
alio by S. Polycarp to govern and luperintend this Church. If it leem 
llrange to any how S. Polycarp\ care came to extend lb far, as to lend a 
Bifliop into 16 remote and diftant parts of the World ; it leems not im¬ 
probable to luppole, that Lyons being a City famous for Commerce and 
Traffique, fome of its Merchants might trade to Smyrna, where being 
converted by Polycarp, they might defire of him to fend lbme grave and 
able perlon along with them to plant and propagate the Chriftian Faith 
in their own Country, which accordingly fell to Pothinus his lliare. But 
then that this mull needs be done by the Authority, and ratified by the 
Decree of the Bifliop of Rome, a learned Man will never be able to con- p.dcMm.diP 
vince us, though he offers at three Arguments to make it good: weak f^hprhut* 
I mull needs fay, and inconcluding, and which rather Ihew that he de- IU ‘ ?,2a7 ‘ 
figned thereby to reconcile himlelf to the Court of Rome (whole favour 
at the time of his writing that Traft, he Hood in need of, in order to 
his admillion to the Bilhoprick of S . Leigcr dcConferans , to which he 
was nominated., and wherein he was delaied by that Court, offended 
with his late Book L)e C,oncordia 6 acerdotii cF Imperii j than argue the 
truth of what he alTerts ; fo unfuitable are they to the learning and judg¬ 
ment of that great Man. But I return to Irenaus. He came to Lyons, 
the Metropolis of Gallia Celtica, lituated upon the confluence of the two 
famous Rivers the Roan and La Saona, or the ancient Arar, famous 
among other things for its Temple and Altars, ere&ed to the honour of 
Anguftus at the common charge of all France, where they held an ail- 
naal lblemnity from all parts of the Country upon the firft of Auguft : 
and upon ( d ) this day it was that moll of the Martyrs fuffered in the tol- (d) Ekfeb K 
lowing Perlecution. Thele Feilival folernnities were ufually celebrated Ecii. i.f.c. i 
not only with great contentions for Learning and Eloquence, but with p ‘ l62 ' 
Sports and Shows, and efpecially with the bloody conflids of Gladia¬ 
tors, with barbarous ufages, and throwing Malefa£lors to wild Bealls 
in the Amphitheater wherein the Martyrs mentioned by Eufebius bore a 
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lad and miferable part. Iremeus being arrived at Lyons, continued le- 
veral years in the ftation of a Presbyter, under the care and Govern- 
meat of Pot hi mis, till a heavy ftorm arofe upon them. For in the Reign 
of M. Aurelius Antoninus, Ann. Chr. CLXXVII. began a violent Perlc- 
>• cation 00 againft the Chriftians, which broke out in all places, but more 
peculiarly raged in France, whereof the Churches of Lyons and Vien 
‘ in a (/;) Letter to them of Afia and Phrygia, give them an account; where 
!> they tell them ’twas impoffible for them exa&ly to delcribe the brutifh 
fierccnels and cruelty of their Enemies, and the feverity of thole tor¬ 
ments which the Martyrs fuffered ; baniftied from their Houles, and for¬ 
bid lo much as to fhew their heads, reproached, beaten, hurried from 
place to place, plundered, ftoned, impriloned, and there treated with 
all the exprelfions of an ungovernable rage and fury, as they partial- 
■T larly relate at large. The occafion (/) of writing this account was a con- 
troverfie lately railed in the Aft an Churches by Montanas and his fol¬ 
lowers, concerning the Prophetic Spirit, to which they pretended: for 
the compelling whereof thele Churches thought good to fend their judg¬ 
ment and opinion in the cafe, adjoyning the Epiftles which feveral of 
the Martyrs ( while inPrilon) had written to thole Churches about that 
very matter, all which they annexed to their Commentary about the 
Martyrs llifferings, penned, no doubt, by the hand of Irenxus. 

III. N O R did the Martyrs write only to the Afian Churches,but to 
Eleuthcrius Bifliop of Rome about thele controverlies. And juft ocea- 
iion there was for it, if (which is moll probable) this very Eleutherins was 
r.v, infe&ed with the errors of Montanas: for ( d ) Tertullian tells us, that 
the Bifliop of Rome did then own and embrace the Prophecies of Mon¬ 
tanas and his two ProphetelTes, and upon that account had given Let¬ 
ters of Peace to the Churches of Aft a and Phrygia , though by the per- 
fuafions of one Praxeas he was afterwards prevailed with to revoke 
them. Where by the way may be oblerved, that the infallibility of 
the Pope was then from home, or fo fall alleep, that the envious Man 
could fow Tares in the very Pontifical Chair it felf. This Bilhop ( e ) Ba¬ 
ronins will have to be Anicetns, but in all likelihood was our Eleutherins , 
who in his after-condemnation of the Montanifts followed the exam- 
■ i!) ' pie of his (/) Predecelfors, ( no doubt Soter and Anicetas) who had dif 
owned and reje&ed Montanas his Prophecy ; nor can it well be otherwile 
conceived why the Martyrs Ihould lb particularly write to him about 
m it. A nd whereas (g) Baronins would have Pope Eleutherins dead long be¬ 
fore Tertullian became a Montanijl, becaufe in ffis Book againft Herefies 
he (files (/;) him the Blelfed Eleutherins, as if it were tantamount with eujus 
a. memoria ejl in benediclione , nothing was more common than to give that 
2 ' Title to eminent perfons while alive, as Alexander of fern fat cm calls 
!. 6. (/) Clemens Alexandrians who carried the Letter, the blejfed Clemens, in his 
13- E pi (fie to the Church of Antioch, and the Clergy of the Church of Rome 
[ (T . (files O’) S.< Cyprian (then in his retirement) the Blejfed Pope Cyprian,in their 
fj. Letter to them of Carthage. To this Eleutherins then thele Martyrs dire- 
£fed their Epiftle: For the Martyrs in thole times had a mighty honour 
and reverence paid to them, and their lentence in any weighty cafe was 
always entertained with a juft efteem and veneration. Thele Letters 
ib. they lent to Rome by (/) Jrenanis , whom they perfuaded to undertake the 
journey, and whom they particularly recommended to Eleutherins by a 
very honourable teftimony, deliring him to receive him not only as 

their 
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their Brother and Companion,.but as a zealous profeffor and defender 
of that Religion which Chnft had ratified with his blood. I know 

( I } ° iS W i T a£ * ual y went this journey, (*) A**, u 

that the Martyrs indeed had defired him, and he had promiied to un ^ 

dertake it, but that the heat of the Perlecution coming on, and he bein'* ^ 
fixed in the Government and Prefidency over that Church, could no? 
be fpared perlonally to undergo it. But fince Eufebius clearly intimates 
and (O S. Hierom exprefly affirms, that the Martyrs lent him upon this CO d. Script. 
errand, tis fafeft to grant his journey thither, though it muft be while he lHl,(n ‘ 
was yet Presbyter, for fo they particularly fay he was in their Epiifle 
to the Bilhop of Rome. And there probably it was that he took more 
particular notice of FImm, and BUftm (,), who being Presbyters of the f0 w m 
Church of Rome, were about this time fallen into the Vtlemimm Here- cfTfl 
fie the firft of whom he had formerly known (J) with S. Po!yc,r( in Jfi,, iiM 
and noted him for lus foft and delicate manners, and to whom after his c.L. 
return home, as alio to B la jins he wrote Epiftles to convince them of 
thole novel and dangerous lentiments which they had elpouied. 

IV. AND now the Perlecution at Lyons was daily carried on with a 
fiercer violence. Vaft numbers had already gone to Heaven through 
infinite and inexpreflible racks and torments j and to crown all, (e) Pot hi- C OEpif.Ecd . 
ntis their reverend and aged Bilhop, above ninety years old, was feized LvgL & f wu 
m order to his being Pent the fame way. Age and ficknels load rendred 
him io inhrm and weak, that he was hardly able to crawl to his execu¬ 
tion. But he had a vigorous and Iprightly foul in a decayed and ruinous 
body, and his great dehre to give the higheft teftimony to his Religion 
and that Chnft might triumph in his Martyrdom, ac^ed new life and 
fpint to him. Being apprehended by the Officers, hiBtfas brought be¬ 
fore the Public T ribunal, the Magift rates of the City following after and 
the common People giving fuch loud and joyful acclamations, as if our 
Lord lnmfelf had been leading to execution. The Governour prefently 
asked him, Who the God of the Chrillians was? Which he knowing 
to be a captious and farcaftic queftion, returned no other anfwer than 
Wert thou worthy , thou jhouldfi know. Inftruftion takes hold only of 
the humble and obedient ear. Truth is ufually loft by being expoled 
to the vicious and fcornful: ’tis in vain to hold a Candle either to the 
Blind that cannot, or to them that fhut their 

Eyes, and will not lee: there is a reverence due Kjjft»*wi) d<nC£< xij** *»>*•« 

to the Principles of Religion that obliges us not }™ v A 

to cajl Pearls before Swine left they trample them ^ 970,9 Origea. dc Mar- 

under their feet, and turn again and rend us. Here- tyr * p * l69 ' 
upon without any reverence to his age, or fo much as reftped’ to huma¬ 
nity it felf, he was rudely dragged away, and unmercifully beaten, thev 
that were near, kicking him with their feet, and ftriking him with their 
fifts; they that were farther off, throwing at him what they could 
meet with, making whatfoever came next to hand the inftrumentsof 
their fury; every Man looking upon it as impious and piacular, 
not to do fomething that might teftifie his petulant fcorn and rage 
againft him. For by this means they thought to revenge the quarrel 
ol their Gods. But their favage cruelty thought it too muchkindnefc 
to dilpatch hint at once, it is like they intended him a fecond Tragcedy: 
which if fo. Heaven difappointed their defigns. For being taken up 
with fcarce fo much breath as would entitle him to live, he was thrown 

into 
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into the Prifon, where two days after he refigned up his Soul to 

God. 

V. THE Church of Lyons being thus deprived of its venerable 
G uide, none could ftand fairer for the Chair then Irenes, a perlon ho¬ 
noured and admired by all, who liicceeded accordingly about the year 
CLXXIX. in a troublefbm and tcmpeftuous time. But he was a wile 
and skilful Pilot, and fleered the Ship with a prudent Conduft. And 
need enough there was both of his courage and his conduct; for the 
Church at this time was not only alfauited by Enemies from without, 
but undermined and betraied by Herefies within. The attempts of 
the one he endured with meeknels and patience, while he endeavoured 
to prevent the infection and poilbn of the other by a diligent and vigi¬ 
lant circumfpcftion, difeovering their perions, laying open their defigns, 
confuting and condemning their errors, 16 that their folly was made 
Edit. Ar- man ift ft unto a[l. The Author of the ancient (a) Synod/con publiihed by 
15=1.4. Pappas, tells us of a Provincial Synod held at Lyons by lrenaus,' where 
with the affifbnce and fuftiage of twelve other Bilhops he condemned 
the Herefies of Valentinus , Marcion, Bajilidcs, and the reft of that Anti- 
chrifiian crew. Whence he derived this intelligence, I know not, it not 
being mentioned by any other of the Ancients. However the thing it 
left is not improbable, Iremeus his zeal againft that lort of Men engaging 
him to oppole them both by word and writing, and efpecially when 
’tis remembred what he himlelf informs us of, that they had invaded his 
own Province, and were come home to his very door. For having gi¬ 
ven us an account of Marcus , one of thole Gnoftic Herefiarchs, and his 
followers, thekjibeafily and licentious practices, and by what ludicrous 
and lenllels A®, what Magic and lielliil) Rites they were wont to 
(b) Adv. Hx - enfnare and initiate their leduced Prolelytes, he tells us (ft), they were 
-2 l ’id C hu' come i llt0 the Countries round him, all along the Roan, where they 
111 Epijt. ‘la generally prevailed (which leems to have been oblerved as a Maxim 
Vxodor. f. anc j principle by all Authors of Se£ts ) upon the weaker Sex, cor- 
lp5 ‘ rupting their minds, and debauching their bodies, whole cauterized 
confidences being afterwards awakened, lome of them made public con- 
feffion of their crimes, others though deferring their Party, were afha- 
med to return to the Church, while others made a delperate and total 
Apoftalie from any pretences to the Faith. With lome of thele Ring- 
(0 Puf. ad leaders ( c)lrenaus had perlonally encountred,and read the Books of others, 
a* which gave him occalion ( what the defires of many had importuned 
him to undertake ) to fet upon that elaborate Work againft Herefies , 
wherein he has fully difplaied their wild and phantaftic principles, their 
brutifh and abominable practices, and with liich infinite pains endea¬ 
voured to refute them: though indeed 16 prodigioully extravagant, 16 
utterly irreconcileable were they to any principles of lober realon, that 
(d) Lib. u e. as he himlelf ( d ) oblerves, it was Viftory enough over them, only to difi 
cover and deteftthem. This Work he compofed in the time of Eleti- 
(0 Lib.^.c.-}. therius Bilhop of Rome , as is evident from his Catalogue (ft) of the Bifhops 
f.2^.&ap. 0 f that See, ending in Eleutherius , the twelfth lucceffive Bifhop, who did 
c ‘ 6 ‘ then poflcfs the place. 

VI. AND indeed it was but time for Irenaus and the reft of the wile 
and holy Bifhops of thofe days to beftir themlelves, grievous Wolves ha¬ 
ving entered in, and made havoclt of the flock . The field of the Church 
was milerably over-run with tares, which did not only endanger the 
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choaking of Religion within the Church, but obftruft the planting 
and propagating the Faith among them that were without. Nothing 
being more commonly objefted againft the truth and divinity of the 
Chriftian Religion, than that they were rent and torn into 16 many 
Schifms and Herefies. (a) S. Clemens of Alexandria particularly encoun (a) stromu 
ters this exception, lome of whole excellent realonings are to this cried. ^ 7-f-753. * 
The firft thing ( lays he ) they charge upon us, and pretend why they 
cannot embrace the Faith, is the diverfity of beds that are among us, 
truth being delaied and negleded, while lome alTert one thing and lome 
another. To which he anEvers, that there were various Setts and Par¬ 
ties both among the Jews, and the Philolophers of the Gentiles, and yet 
no Man thought this a fufticient reafon why they fhould ceafe to ftudy 
Philofophy ; or adhere to the JewiJh Rites and Difcipline: that our 
Lord had foretold, that Errors would fpring up with Truth, like Tares 
growing up with the Wheat, and that therefore ’twas no wonder if it 
accordingly came to pals, and that we ought not to be wanting to our 
duty, becaule others call oft theirs, but rather ftick clofer to them who 
continue conftant in the profeftion of the Truth : that a mind dilealed 
and difternpered with Error and Idolatry, ought no more to be diR 
couraged from complying with an Inftitution that will cure it, by realon 
of lome differences and divilions that are in it, than a lick Man would 
refulc to take any Medicines, becaule of tne diderent opinions that are 
among Phyficians, and that they do not all ufe the fame Prcfcriptions : 
that the Apoftle hath told us, that there muft he herefies , that they that are 
approved may be made mani/ef, that they heartily entertain the Chriftian 
Dottrine. improve and perleverein Faith and a holy Life : that if Truth 
be difficult to be dilcerned, yet the finding it out will abundantly recom- 
pcnce the trouble and the labour: that a wife Man would not refufe to 
eat of Fruit, becaule he muft take a little pains to dilcover what is ripe 
and real, from that which is only painted and counterfeit: Shall the Tra¬ 
veller refolve not to go his journey becaufe there are a great many ways 
that crols and thwart the common Road, and not rather enquire which 
is the plain and Kings High-way ? or the Husbandman refufe to till his 
Ground, becaule Weeds grow up together with the Plants? We ought 
rather to make thele differences an argument and incentive the more 
accurately to examine Truth from Falfhood, and Realities from Pre¬ 
tences, that elcaping the fiiares that are plaulibly laid, we may attain cU 
tt; oy(eo 5 ’Jcni s ctAvZrota to the knowledge of that which is really 
truth indeed, and which is not hard to find, of them that fincerely leek 
it. But to return back to Irena:us. 

VII. HAVING pafted over the times of the Emperor Commodns (the 
only honour of whole Reign was, that he created no great difturbance 
to the Chriftians, being otherwile a moft debauched and diftolute Prince, 
in whom the Vices of all his Predecelfors leemed to meet as in one Com¬ 
mon Sewer ) Eleutherius died, and Vi.I or liicceeded in the See of Rome. 

A Man furious and intemperate, impatient of contradiction, and who 
let loole the Reins to an imperious and ungovernable Paffion. He re^ 
vived the Controverfie about the celebration of Rafter, and endea¬ 
voured imperioufly to impole the Roman Cuftom, of keeping it on the 
next Lords day after the Jewijh Pafsover, upon the Churches of the 
Lelfer Afia , and thole who oblerved the contrary ufage; and becaule 
they would not yield, raihly thundred out an Excommunication againft 

them, 
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(a) Lib. c. them, not only endeavouring, but as (a) Ettfebius explains it in the fol- 
34-P-J52- lowing words, a&ually prolcribing and pronouncing them cut off from 
the Communion of the Church. The Apatics little regarding the tierce 
threatnings from Rome, under the condutt of Polycrates Bilhop of Ephe- 
Jus flood their ground, juftifying their oblerving it upon the fourteenth 
day after the appearance of the Moon, let it fall upon what day of the 
■Week it would, after the rule of the Jerv/flj Pafsover, and this by con- 
ffant Tradition, and uninterrupted ufage derived from S. John and 
S. Philip the Apoftles, S. Polycarp and feveral others to that very day. All 
which he told Pope Viftor, but prevailed nothing ( as what will latisfie a 
wilful and paflionate mind ? ) to prevent his rending the Church in lunder. 
(b'jnfrb. ibid. p or the Compofure of this unhappy Schifm (b) Synods were called in fe- 
c. 23. p. 150. vera j places, as befides one at Rowe, one in Palcftine under Theophilus 
Bifhop of Cafarea Paleftirta , and Narciffus Bilhop of Jerufalem, another 
in Pontns under Palmas, and many more in other places, who were willing 
(i) m.e. 24. to lend their hands toward the quenching of the common Flame, (c) who 
Ms 2 * all wrote to Vitfor, fharply reproving him, and advifing him rather to 
mind what concerned the Peace of the Church, and the love and unity 
of Chriftians among one another. And among the reft our lrenaus ( who 
as Ettfebius obferves, truly anlwered h s name in his peaceable and peace- 
00 f.23. making temper) convened a (d) Synod of the Churches of France under his 

f,l9l ‘ jurifdi&ion, where with thirteen Biffiops befides himfelf ( fays the fore- 
(Ovbi fipr. mentioned (e) Synod'tcon ) he confidered and determined of this matter. In 
;• 7- whole name he wrote a Synodical Epiftle to Pope (f )Vitlor , wherein he 

p.xfz. C ' 24 ’ told him that they agreed with him in the main of the Controverfle, but 
withall duly and gravely advifed him to take heed how he excommunica¬ 
ted whole Churches for obferving the ancient Cuftoms derived down 
to them from their Anceftors: that there was as little agreement in the 
manner of the Preparatory Faft before Eafler , as in the day it felf, 
fome thinking that they were to faft but one day, ( probably he means 
of the great or folemn week ) others two, others more, and fome mea- 
fiiring the time by a continued Faft of forty hours ( whether in memory 
of Chrifts lying folong in the Grave, or in imitation of his forty days 
Faft in the Wildernefs, I know not) and that this variety was of long 
Banding, and had crept into feveral places, while the Governors of the 
Church took lefs care about thefe different Cuftoms, who yet main¬ 
tained a fincereand mutual love and peace towards one another, a thing 
pra&ifed by all his own pious Predeceffors, putting him in mind of Am- 
cents and Polycarp , who though they could not fo far convince each 
other as to lay afide their different ufages, did yet mutually embrace, 
orderly receive the Communion together, and peaceably part from one 
another. And Letters to the fame effeft he wrote to feveral other 
Bilhops for allaying the difference thus unhappily ftarted in the 
Church. 

VIII. THE calm and quiet days which the Church had for fome 
years of late enjoyed, now expired, and the wind changed into a more 
ftormy quarter, Sever us the Emperour hitherto favourable, began a 
bitter and bloody Perfecution againft the Chriftians, profecuted with 
great feverity in all parts of the Empire. Himfelf liad heretofore go- 
(*)<£/. .%»•- verned (g) this very Province of Lyons , and probably had taken peculiar 
vSr V** n °tice of Irenaus , and the flourilhing ftate of the Church in that City, 

P-33S- C " 3 ‘ an d might therefore give more particular Orders for the proceeding 

againft 



againft them in this place. The Perfecution, that in other parts picked 
out fome few to make them exemplary here ferved all alike, and went 
through with the Work. For fo (4) Gregory of Tours , and the ancient ^ 

W Martyrologtcs in term us, that Imueus having been prepared bv feveral 
torments, was at length put to death ( beheaded lay the Greeks , U) likelv V'M*nyr. 
enough) and together with him almoft all the Chriftians of'"that vait xxvrn 7 ^ 
populous City,_\vhofc numbers could not be reckoned up, fo that the 
Streets of the City flowed with the blood of Chriftians. His Body was 
taken up by Zjcharias his Presbyter, and buried in a Vault, laid between &)***«. 
Lptpodias and Alexander , who had fuffered in the Perfecution under r **y'- & 
Antoninus. It is not eafie to aflign the certain date of his Martyrdom Aj >“ r - 
which may with almoft equal probability be referred to a double pe¬ 
riod, either to the time of that bloudy Edift which publiffied 

againft the Chriftians about the tenth year of his reign, Ann. Chr. CCII 
or to his expedition into Britain, Ann. Chr . CCVIII. when he took 
Lyons inthis way, and might fee execution done with hisoWn eves 
And indeed the vaft numbers that are there faid to have fuffered aiee 
well enough with the temper of that fierce and cruel Prince, who had 
conceived before a particular difplcafure againft the Citizens of Lyons , and 
a worle againlt the Chriftians. 

IX. HE was a true lover of God, and of the Souls of Men, forthe 


promoting whole happinefs he thought no dangers or difficulties to be 
great; he fcrupled not to leave his own Country, to take fo trouble- 
lorn and tedious a journey, and in ftead of the ftnooth and polite man- 
iiers of the Eaflern Nations to fix his dwelling among a People of a 
wild and favage temper, and whom he rnuft convert to civility, before 
he gained them to Religion. Nor was it the leaftpart of his trouble 
fas himfelf plainly intimates) that he was forced to learn the Lan^ua^e 
of the Country, a rugged and (as lie calls it) barbarous Dialed: before 
he could do any good upon them. All which and a great deal more he 
chearfully underwent, that he might be ferviceable to the great interefts 
of Men. And becaufe he knew that nothing ufually more hinders the 
progrefs of Piety, than to have mens minds vitiated and depraved with 
falle and corrupt Notions and Principles, and that nothing could more 
expole the Chnftian Religion to the fcorn and contempt of wife and 
adeeming Men, than the wild Schemes cf thofc abfiird and ridiculous 
opinions that were then fet on foot, therefore he fee himfelf with all 
imaginable induftry to oppofe them, reading over all their Writings 
conhdenng and unraveling all their principles with incomparable pa¬ 
tience as well as diligence, whence he is ddtrvedly ftiled by (f) Tertnllian 
Omnium doctrinarum cttriopjjimus exploratory the' moft curious fearcher 
into all kinds of Do&rines. In the lucceisful managery whereof he was 
greatly advantaged by the natural acumen and fubtlety of his parts and 
thofc Studies of Pbilofophy and Human Literature, of which life had 
made himfelf Mafter in his younger days, fufficient foot-fteps whereof 
appear 111 the Writings which he left behind him. For befides his Epi 
flies, he wrote many Volunis, (though he * that tells us that he compo- 
ied an Ecelefiaftical Hiftory, which Ettfebius made ufc of reckons up 
one more than ever lie wrote, and doubtlcfs miftook it for his Work 


(f)Adv. Va- 
ltnt.c, 5.^.2 52. 


*ViUun.C6m- 
me‘it. 'Ur bin. 1. 
1 6. col. 5C0, 


Adverfus Harefcs ) which are all loft, except his five Books ayainft Here- 
fies, intituled anciently Pe e i r/«V *5 T « * 

The confutation and fttbverfton of Kjiowled^efalfly Jo called , i. e. of Gnofti- 

* cifa 
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r//w, thofe abftrufe and myftical Hercticks pretending that all firblimc 
and excellent knowledge dwelt with them. What his proper ftile and 
phrafe was in thefe Books is not eaftly gucffed, the far grcateft part of 
the Original Greek being wanting (the conje£lures of thofe who will 
have them originally penned in Latine is not worth the mentioning ) 
probably it was fimpleand unaffected, vulgar and ordinary, embaled, 
Lie. ciut. it is like, and he feems to confels as much, with the natural Language of 
the country where he lived, nor had he ftudied the Arts of-Rhetoric, 
the ornaments of Speech, or had any skill in the elaborate methods and 
art ifices of perfuafion, as he modeftly * apologizes for himfelf. How- 
w?r ' .ever his Difeourfes are grave and well digelted, and ( as far as the Argu¬ 
ment he manages would admit ) clear and perfpicuous, in all which he 
betrays a mighty zeal, and a fpirit prepared for Martyrdom. For the 
ivrtf.in ir.tn. Martyrs ( as ft Erafmns truly notes ) have a certain ferious, ftrenuous, and 
mafeuline way of writing beyond other Men. 

X. AS for his Works themfelves * Photius thus cenfures them, that 
in feme of them the accuracy of truth in Ecclefiaftic Doftrines is lophi- 
fticated rSjkm fioyta/ng'i'f, with falfe and fpurious reafonings, which ought 
to be taken notice of. In the Books yet extant there are feme affertions, 
that will not bear a ftri£t rigorous examination, the principal whereof are 
fuclias we have already remarked in the life of Jufiin Martyr, the reft 
are of an inferiour and more inconfidecable notice. As for his affirm- 
ing that our Lord was mar \ fifty years of age at the time of his-public 

■tgy. ej-40! Miniftry, it was an errour into which he was betrayed partly from a falfe 

ibid. fuppofition, that our Lord muft be of a more mature and elderly Age, 

that fo he might deliver his doCtrine with the greater authority; partly 
from a miftaken report (which he had fbmewhere picked up, and it 
may be from his Mailer Papias ) that S. John and the reft of the Apoftles 
had fo affirmed and taught it ; and partly out of oppofition to his ad- 
verlaries, who maintained that our Saviour ftaid no longer upon earth 
than till the thirty firft year of his age ; againft whom the eagernels of 
deputation tempted him to make good his alfemon from any plaufible 
pretence, and to take the hint ( though his impetus , and the defire of 
profecuting his Argument would not give his thoughts leave to. cool, 
and take the place into fober confideration )from that queftion of the 
Jews to Chrift, thou art not yet fifty years old , and hajl thou feen Air ah am ? 
whence in tranfitu he took it for granted that thejftirj had feme ground 
for what they laid, and that he muft be near that age. 

XI. HIS care to have his Writings derived pure and uncorruptcd to 
* f E „ H pofterity was great and admirable, adding to his Book nee/ oySbzf ®., 
eJu.I.c’,2 o! this felemn and religious obteftation; * I adjure thee, whoever thou art 
f- l8 7 - that Jhalt tranferibe this Book , by our Lord Jefus Chrijl , and by his glo~ 

rious coming, wherein he jhall judge the quick and the dead, that thou com¬ 
pare rvhat thou tranferibefi, and diligently cor reft it by the Copy from whence 
thou tranjeribefi it , and that thou likewife tranferibe this adjuration , and 
annex it to thy Copy . And well had it been with the ancient Writers 
of the Church, had their Books been treated with this care and reve¬ 
rence : more of them had been conveyed down to 11s, at leaft thofe few 
that are, had arrived more found and unpolluted. I note no more 
f Ado Ham ( an ^ it is what Ettfebius long fince thought worth taking notice of j than 
1.2.c. 57 %. * that in his time miraculous gifts and powers were very common in the 
a? \ Church. For 16 he ft tells-us, that feme expelled and call out Devils, 
p. 171.* S ' f ’ 7 ’ the 
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the perfons often embracing Chriftianity upon it; others had Vifions 
and Revelations, and foretold things to come ; feme fpake all manner of 
Languages, and as occafion was, difeovered mens thoughts and fecret 
purpoles, and expounded the myfteries and deep things of God j others 
miraculoufly healed the Tick, and by laying their hands upon them refto- 
red their health, and many who railed the dead , the perfons fo raifed 
living amongthem many Years after. TheGifts ( as he fpeaks; which 
God in the name of our crucified Lord then bellowed upon the Church 
being innumerable, all which they finccrely and freely improved to 
the great advantage and benefit of the World. Whence with juft rea- 
fon he urges the truth of our Religion in general, and how much ad¬ 
vantage true Chriftians had to triumph over all thofe Impoftors and 
Seducers, who Iheltered themfelves under the venerable Title of being 
Chriftians. & 

His Writings* 

Extant. 

Adverfus Harefes , 
feu 

De refutatione & everfione falfrt 
feientia , Libri V. 

Not extant. 

Libellus de feientia adverfus Gentes. 

Demonfiratio Apofiolic* fradicatio- 
nts, ad Marctanum fratrem. 


Liber de Ogdoade. 

Epifiola ad Blajlum de Schifmate « 
Ad Florinum de Monarchic 
feu, 

8 j*od Deus non fit conditor mali t 
Epifiola. 

Ad Vittorem Epifcopum Romannm de 
Pafchate , Epiftola. 

Ad varios Epiftopos de eadem re} 
Epiftols plures. 

Variorum Tratfatuum Liber . 


The End of S* IREN LEXUS's Life . 
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1 be great obfcmty of his Originals. His learned and ingenues Education 
and natural parts* An account of his Cvnverfion to ChrifiUnit y. and the 
reajons inducing him thereunto, coddled out of his own Writings. His 
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[erupting the Doctrine of the Refurreclion. The great difficulty of enter¬ 
taining that'Principle; Synelius his cafe. Theophilus his conquering 
this objection. His great fatisfaCtion in the Chriftian Religion. His ele¬ 
ction to the Bifbopric of Antioch. His defire to convert Autolycus.’ 
Autolycus who. His mighty prejudice againft Chriftianity. Theophi¬ 
lus hie undertaking him , and his free and impartial debating the cafe 
with him. His excellent menage of the cont rover fie. His vigorous op- 
pofing the Herefies of thofe times. His Books againft Marcion and 
Hennogenes. His death , and the time of it. S. Hierom s Character of 
his Works. His Writings. 


HOUGH the Ancients furnifh us with very 
few notices concerning this venerable Bifhop, 
yet perhaps it may not be unacceptable to the 
Reader to pick up that little which may be 
found. The miftake is not worth confuting 
and Icarce delerves mentioning, that makes him 
the fame with that Theophilus of Antioch , to 
whom S. Luke dedicates his Evangelical Writings , fo great the 
d if lance of time ( if there were nothing more ) between them. 
Whether he was bom at Antioch is uncertain: but whcrc-ever he 


was born, his Parents were Gentiles , by whom he was brought up 
in the common Rites of that Religion that then governed the World. 
They gave him all the accompliflhments of a learned and liberal El- 


ducation, and vaft improvements he made in the progrefs of his Stu¬ 
dies, fo that he w.as throughly verfed in Writings of all the great 
Mailers of Learning and Philofophy in the Heathen World : which 
being let off with a quick and a pleafant wit ( as appears from his DiiP- 
putes againft the Gentiles ) rendred him a Man of no inconfiderable 
note and account among them. 

II. WHEN or by what means converted toChriftianity, isimpoffi- 
ble particularly to determine : thus much only may be gathered from 
the Difcourfes which he left behind him. Being a man of an inquifitive 
temper, and doubtleft of a very honeft mind, he gave up himlelf to a 
more free and impartial fearch into the nature and ftate of things. He 
found that the account of things which that Religion gave, wherein 
he was then engaged , was altogether unfatisfa&ory, that the Stories of 
their gods were abfiird and frivolous, and fome of them prophane and 
impious, that their Rites of Worlliipwere trifling and ridiculous-, he 
confidered the leveral parts of the Creation, and that excellent provi¬ 
dence that governed the World, wherein he eafily dilcerned the plain 
notices of a wile and omnipotent Being, and that God had purpolely 
difpoled things thus, that his Grandeur and Majefty might appear to 
all. Accordingly he diretts his Friend to this method of conviction, as 
that which doubtlels he had found moft fuccefsful and latisfactoiy to 
* Ad Autoiyc. himlelf. He bids * him Purvey and confider the Works of God, the vi- 
l l -P- 7 2 - ciflitude and alteration of times according to their proper lealons, the 
revolutions of the heavenly Bodies, the wilely eftabliflied courle of the 
Elements, the beautiful order and difpofition of Nights and Days, and 
Months and Years, the plealant and admirable variety of Seeds, Plants, 
and Fruits, the manifold generations of Bealls, Birds, Creeping things, 
Fillies, and the Inhabitants of the Watery Regions ; tile prudent inftinCl 


by 


The Life of St. Theophilus 

by which all thefe Creatures are excited to preferve their kind, and nou- 
rift) their young, and that not for their own advantage, but for the no 
ceflityand pleafureof mankind, God by a wife and fecret Providence 
having fo ordained, that all things Ihould be in fubjeClion unto Man. 

And indeed fo ftrangely was heravilhed with the confideration of this 
Argument, that he profelTes *, that no man is able duly to deferibe the *Wi,l.2.p. 
Angular Order and Oeconomy of the Creation, no though he had a ?'• 
thoufand mouths, and as many tongues, and were to live in the World 
a thoulaild years, bafift r ro Vu^CaAAoi' /xeyS’©., x, r ozpictA t? Oey, 

fo incomprehenfibly great and unfathomable is that Divine Wifdom that 
fhinesin the Works of the Creation. Thus prepared he feems to have 
betaken himfelf ( and to this alfo he advifes Autolycus ff ) to the confide- f ibid. f. no 
ration of other Volums, the Books that contained the Religion of the “*• 
Chrillians, efpecially the writings of the Prophets, and to have weighed 
the importance of their Revelations, the variety of the perfons, the 
meannels and obfeurity of their education, their exadl harmony and 
agreement, the certainty of their predictions, and how accurately the 
prophecy and the event met together ; fo that ( as he adds* ; whoever *m.p. n 2 
would but lerioufly apply himlelf to the ftudy of them, had a way ready 
open to come to the exa£t knowledge of the truth. 

III. ONE thing there was, which he himfelf t. Lems to intimate,did 
more efpecially obftrud his full compliance with the Chriftian Doflrine; 
the belief of the RefurreClion. He had been brought up in the Schools 
of Philofophy, where he had been taught that from a privation of life 
there can be no return to the polfelfton of it: it is like he could not con¬ 
ceive how mens lcattered dull after lb many Ages could be recolleCled, 
and built up again into the fame bodies. Indeed there is Icarce any 
Principle of the Chriftian Faith, that generally met with more oppofi- 
tionfrom the wile and the learned, and which was more difficultly ad¬ 
mitted into their Creed. When S. Paul preached to the Philofophers 
at Athens , while he told them of a judgment to come, they made no 
fcruple to give it entertainment, it being a principle evident by natural 
light, till he difeourfed of a future RelurreClion : and this they rejeCled 
with contempt and feorn, and when they heard of the Refnrretfion of the Afh, 7 - 3 3 - 
dead , fome mocked ; and the moft grave and fober took time to confider 
of it; others faid y we will hear thee again of this matter. And Sync fins 
himfelf that great Philoiopher, after his being baptized into the Chri¬ 
ftian Religion, when courted by Theophilus of Alexandria, to take upon 
him the Bifliopric of Ptokmais , would not yield * till he had publicly *synf. Epii ? 
entered his dilfent to the do&rine of the Refurre&ion, at leaft as to the c .v./. y ' 249 . * 
common explication of the Article; he looked upon it as n y V h'^cu\ 
tLrjpprroi', as containing a kind of facred and ineffable myftey in it, c.' 
but could not comply with the vulgar and received opinions ; being 
willing probably to admit it, if he might explain it according to the 
principles of Philolophy, and after the Platonic mode. Though why 
the credibility of this Article Ihould flick with any, that own a Being 
of Infinite Power, I fee not: it being equally ealie to Omnipotence 
( as 1 * Athenagoras and others difeourfe upon this Argument )to rellore , D R r 
our lcattered parts, and combine them again into the lameMals, as it mn.p. 
wasatfirftto create them out of nothing. Hutto return toouvTheo- 
philus. By a frequent relle&ion* upon thole many fhadows of a Refur- *Loc.p, 
region which God had imprclfed upon the courle of Nature, and the 
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Handing Phenomena, of Divine Providence, he conquered this objection, 
efpecially after he had converted with, and embraced the holy Volumes, 
wherein thele things were lo pofitively declared and publifhed. And 
thus he became a Chriftian, being baffled and diiappointed in all other 

* L ib. s.j>. 93, refuges, he took lan&uary in the Church, wliich fas himlelf expreffes it * ) 

94. ’ God has let in the World, like an Ifland in the midft of the Sea, into 

whole lafe and convenient Harbours the lovers of truth might fly, and 
all thole who delired to be laved, and to efcape the judgment and the 
\vid.u uf. wrath to come. And glad he was that he f was got thither, rejoycin°- 
69 ‘ that he bore the name of a Chriftian, no Qeo<pu\h ohojua, that name that 

was lb dear to God, how much Ibever otherwile delpiled and leorned 
by an ignorant and evil Age. 

* E:{:b.chm. IV* ABOUT the year * CLXIX. ( f Eutychius refers it to the fix- 
toi am. teenth year of Antoninus his Reign ) or rather the year before, his Fre- 
fAuui.?■!$$. deceffor Eros being dead, he was made Biftiop of Antioch , accounted by 

lome the fixth , by others the feventh Bifhop of that See. And nci- 
ther of them miftaken, both being t-rue according to different computa¬ 
tions, lome reckoning S. Peter the firft, while others beholding him as 
an Apoftle, and as adding in a larger and more Oecumenical Ipherc than 
a private Bifhop, begin the account from Ettoditis as tile firft Bilhop of 
it. S. Theophilus thus fixed in his charge, let himlelf to promote the 
tvueintereft and happinefs of Men, and as good nets always delights to 
communicate and di.fule itlelf, he ftudied to bring over others to that 
Faith, which lie had entertained himlelf. Among the reft he attempted 
a perlon of note, his great Friend Autolycns. Who this Autolycns was 
+ tiu'oph. 1. 3 . we have no account, more than what is given us by Theophilus himlelf 
j>. n$>' He was a perlon learned and eloquent, curious in all Arts and Sciences, 
the acquift whereof he purfued with fo indefatigable a diligence, that lie 
would bury himlelf among Books, and lteal hours for ftudy from his 
necelfary reft, (pending whole nights in Libraries, and in converling 

* Lid. 1. 2.7. with the Monuments of the Dead. But withal a Gentile *, infinitely 

8o * zealous for his Religion, and unreafonably prejudiced againft: Chriftia- 

nity, which he cried out of as the higheft folly and madnels,and load¬ 
ed with all the common charges and calumnies which either the wit 
or malice of thole times had invented to make it odious, and lor the 
defence and vindication whereof he had bitterly quarrelled with 
Theophilus. This notwithftanding, he is not affrighted from under¬ 
taking him, but treats him with all the freedom and ingenuity that became 
t ib.i. i.p 70. a Friend and a Philolbpher, tells ft him that the caufe was in himlelf, why 
he did not dilcern and embrace the truth, that his wickednels and im¬ 
pieties had depraved his mind, anddarkned his underftanding, and that 
men were not to blame the Sun for want of light, when themfel ves were 
blind and wanted eyes to lee it; that the ruft and foil mult be wiped 
.off from the Claris before ’twould make a true and clear reprefen ration 
oP the objeCc; and that God would not dilcover himlelf, but to pur.jed 
and prepared minds, and fuch who byinnocency and a divine life were 
become fit and dilpoled to receive and entertain him. Then he explains 
to him the nature of God, and gives him an account of the Ori »in of’ 
the World according to the Chriftian Doctrine, difprovesand derides the 
ridiculous deities-of the Heathens, ant particularly anfwers thole black 
imputations ufually laid upon the Chriliians; ant becaule A-itolycns had 
mainly urged the. latenefs and novelty of the Chriftian Faith, he lhaws 

at 
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Chews at large how much fuperiour it was in many parts of it in point 
of Seniority, and that by many Ages, to any thing which the Heathen 
Religion could pretend to : prefling him at every turn to comply with 
lb excellent a Religion, and alluring him the * People whom he invited * £J Lw.i2j, 
Him to, were lo Hr from being fuch as he reprelented them, that they 
lived under the ConduQ: and Modefty of Sobriety, Temperance and 
Chaftity, banifhed Injuftice, and rooted up all Vice and Wickednels, 
loved Righteoufnels, lived under Law and Rule, exerciled a Divine Re¬ 
ligion, acknowledged God, lerved the Truth, were under the preservati¬ 
on df Grace and Peace, directed by a Sacred Word, taught by Wifi- 
dom, rewarded by a life Immortal, and governed by God himlelf. What 
the ilTue of his Dilcourle Was, we cannot tell, but may probably hope 
they had a defired fuccels, efpecially fincc we find f Autolycns after the 80. 

firft conference a little more favourable td the caufe, abating of his con¬ 
ceived difoleafure againft Theophilus, and defiring of him a further ac¬ 
count of nis Religion. And certainly if W ildorii and Eloquence , if 
ftrength of Reafon, and a prudent managing the Controverfie were able 
to do it, he could not well fail of reclaiming the Man from his Errour 
and Idolatry. 

V. NOR was he more lollicitous to gain others to the Faith, than 
lie was to keep thole who already had embraced it from being infeHed 
and depraved with Errour. For which caule he continually flood upon 
liis guard, faithfully gave warning of the approach of ELrefie, and vi- 
goroufly fet himfelf againft it. For notwithftanding the u.re and vi¬ 
gilance of the good and pious Men of tliofe days (as * Eufbius oblerves) * EccU ^ 
envious Men crept in, and lowed Tares among the lincere Apoftolic 
Do&rine i lo that the Paftors of the Church were forced to rile up in 

every place, and to fet thcmlelves to drive away thefe wild Beafts from 
Chrift’s Sheep-fold , partly by exhorting and warning the Brethren, 
partly by entring the Lifts with Heretieks themlclves . feme perlo- 
nally difputing with, and confuting them, others accurately convincing 
and refuting their Opinions by the books which they wrote againft 
them. Among whom he tells us was our Theophilus , who conflicted with 
thefe Heretieks, and particularly wrote againft Marcion , who afterted 
two Deities, and that the Soul only, as being the divine and better 
part, and not the Body, was capable of the happinefs of the other 
"World, and this too granted to none but his Followers, with many fuch 
impious and fond Opinions. Another Book he wrote againft Hjrmooe* 
nes , one better skilled in Painting than drawing Schemes of new Divini¬ 
ty, he forfook the Church, and fled to the Stoics, and being tin&ured 
with their Principles maintained matter to be eternal, out of which God 
creted all tilings, and that all evils proceeded out of Matter, averting 
moreover ( as Clemens of Alexandria t informs us ) that our Lord’s Body 
was lodged in the Sun, ridiculoufly interpreting that place, in them hath aficLfUxifi 
he fet a Tabernacle for the Sun* Nor did our Theophilus negleft the weak 8o8 - D - 
and younger part of the Charge, he had not only Phyfic for the flek, 
and pong meat for them of full age , but milk for Babes , and fuch as mre 
yet unskilful in the tvord of Righteoufnefs , compofing many Catechetic 

Difcourles, that contained the firft rudiments of the Faith. 

VI. H E fate thirteen years * in his Bilhoprick, (XXI. fays the Pa- * c * i “ ph ' c '/' 
triarch of Alexandria , ft ) and died about the lecond or third year of the apSie.). 
Emperor Commodns, for that he out-lived M. Antoninus, is evident from PT 
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*AdAntoU. 3. his mentioning * his death and the time of his reign in his Difcourfes 

P- *38. with Autolycus , after which he com poled thole Dilcourles, but what kind 

of death it was, whether natural or violent, is to me unknown. From 
thecalmnels and tranquillity of Commodus his Reign, as to any Perlecu- 
tion againft the Chriftians, we may probably guels it to have been a 
t fTuron.de peaceable and quiet death. Books he wrote many, whereof •f St. Hie- 

rom gi ves this Character, that they were elegant Tra&s, and greatly 
eof * conducive to the edification of the Church. -And further adds, that he 

had met with Commentaries upon the Gofpel and the Proverbs of Solo- 
mon , bearing his name, but which leemed not to anfwer his other Wri¬ 
tings in the elegancy and politenels of the Bile. 

His Writings 

Extant. Libri Aliquot Catechetici . 

Ad Autolyeum Libri III. Doubtful. 

Not Extant. Commentarii in Evangelittm . 

Contra. ELereCin Hermogents. Comment ar it in Proverbia 

Adverfus Marcionem . 6 'olomonis. 


The Endof St. THEOPHILUS’* Life. 
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ft tans. A fragment of it cited out o/Eufebius. The great advantages of 
Chriftianity to the Empire, bis endeavour to Cbmpofe the PulchalCW- 
troverfie. His Book concerning that Subject. His journey to Jerulaleni 
t 'o fearch what Books of the Old Teftament irete received by that Church. 
The Copy of his Letter to his Brother Onelimus concerning the Canon of 
the Old Teftament. What Books omit led by the ancient Church. Solo¬ 
mon ’j Proverbs ft tied by the Ancients the Book of W ifdom. His death 
and burial. The great variety of his works. Vnjuftly fufpetted of dange¬ 
rous notions. An account given of the titles of two of his Books moft liable 
to fufpition. His Writings enumerated. 

I. MEL 1 TO was born in AJia, and probably at 

Sardis , the Metropolis of Lydia , a great and 
anc ^ cnt > the Seat of the Lydian Kings; it 
S. was one ofthefeven Churches to which St. John 

wrote Epiftles , and wherein he takes notice 
^ ome ^ iat durft own and ftand up for God 
and Religion in that great degeneracy that 
was come upon it. He was a Man of admira¬ 
ble parts, enriched with the furniture of all ufeful Learning, acute 
and eloquent, but efpecially convcrlant in the paths of Divine 
Knowledge, having made deep enquiries into all the more uncommon 
parts and {peculations of the Chriftian Do&rine. He was for his fii wu- 

lar eminency and ufefulnefs cholen Bifhop of Sardis, though we cannot 
exattly define the time, which were I to conjecture, I Ihould gucls it 
about the latter end of Antoninus Pius his Reign, or the beginning of his 
Succelfors. He filled up all the parts of a very excellent Governour 
and Guide of Souls, whole good he was careful to advance both by 
Word and Writing. Which that he might attend with lels folicitude 
and diftraCtion, he not only kept himlelf within the conpafs of a liirde 
life, but was more than ordinary exemplary for his Chaftity and So¬ 
briety, his felf-denial and contempt of the World ; upon which ac- 
*Ap.Ehftb.L 5 . count he is by Polycrates Bifhop oi'Ephefus * filled an Eunuch , that is, in 
c. 2 4 a r* 191. our Saviour’s explication, one of thole, who make themfelves Eunuchs for 
the Kingdom of Heavens fake ; who for the lervice of Religion, and the 
hopes of a better life, are content to deny themfelves the comforts of 
a married Hate, and to renounce even the lawful plealiircs of this World. 
And God who delights to multiply his Grace upon pious and holv Souls* 
f Ap. Hieron. crowned his other vertues with the gift of Prophecy, for lot Tertullian 
MUt pt,in tells us, that he was accounted by the Orthodox Chriftians as a Pro- 

* Loc. fnpr. ci- phet, and Polycrates lays * of him, that he did i, dyt>> Tneuy.art mv-ru, 

was in all things governed and dire&cd by the ajjlatus and 
f Af.Eufeb.i. fuggeftionof the Holy Ghoft. Accordingly in the Catalogue + of his 
4>c.26.p. 147. Writings we find one 'mf un >a<Mck,>$ of the right way of li- 

* _ r . ving, and concerning Prophets, and another concerning Prophecy. 
adlf >r ° n ‘ II- It was about the year CLXX. and the tenth * ofM Antoninus , 
clxxi. ( his Brother L. Verus, having died the year before of an Apoplexy, as he 

. late in his Chariot) when the Perfccution grew high againft the Chrifti- 
ans, greedy and malicious Men taking occafion from the Imperial H- 
di£ts lately publiOied, by all the methods of cruelty and rapine, to opprels 
and fpoil innocent Chriftians. Whereupon as others, lo efpecially 
If.tfr.dut.' Melito prelents an Apology and humble Supplication in their behalf 

to 
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*? d” Emperor, wherein among other tilings lie thus befpeaks him; 

V tilde dungs, Sir, be done by your Order, let them be thought well 
done. For a righteous Prince will not at any time command what is 
<c unjuft; and we fiiall not think much to undergo the award of fucli a 
“death. Thisonely requeft we beg, that your felf would pleafe firft 
to examine the cale of thefc refolute perfons, and then impartially de- 
ter mine, whether they deferve punifhment and death, or fafety and 
“ proteftion. But if this new Edift and Decree, which ought not to 
“have been proclaimed againft the moft barbarous Enemies, did not 
“ comc out with your cognizance and confent, we humbly pray, and that 
“ with the greater importunity, that you would not fuller us to be any 
“ longer expoled to this public rapine. y 

HE A E T E R this he put him in mind how much the Empire had 
profpered lince the rife of Chriftianity, and that none but the worft of 
his Predeceftbrs had entertained an implacable fpiglit againft the Chri¬ 
ftians. “ rhis new Sed of Philolophy ( fays he ) which we profefs, here- 
“ mfore flouriflied among the Barbarians ( by which probably he means 
“ r Afterwards under the Reign of Anguftus your Predeceftor, 

it Ipiead it felf over the Provinces of your Empire, commencing with 
a happy omen to it: fince which time the Majefty and Greatnels of 
“ the Roman Empire hath mightily encrealed , whereof you are the 
“ wifticd for Heir and Succcflbr, and together with your Son (ball 16 
te continue, dpecially while you protect that Religion, which begun 
“ with Augtiftus, and grew up together with the Empire, and for which 
1 your Predeceftbrs had together with other Rites of Worfihip. fome 
“ kind of reverence and regard. And that our Religion, which was bred 
“ U P with the profperity of the Empire, was born tor public good, there 
“ is this great Argument to convince you, that lince the Reign of Auonflus 
“ there has no confiderable mifehief hapned ; but on the contrary all 
“ tilings according to every ones defire have fallen out glorious and 
“ fuccelsful. None but Nero and Domitian mitigated by cruel and il) 

“ minded men, have attempted to reproach and calumniate our Rdimon ; 

“ whence fprang the common Handers concerning us,the injudicioiraVul- 
“ gar greedily entertaining fiich reports without any ftri£t Examination; 

“ But your Parents of Religious Memory gave a check to this Ignorance 
“ and mjuftice, by frequent Refcripts reproving thofe who made any 
“ new attempts in this matter. Among whom was your Grandfather 
“ Adrian , who wrote, as to feveral others, fo to Fundanus the Procon- 
“fulo f Afia ; and your Father, at what time your felf was College 
“ with him in the Empire, wrote to feveral Cities ( particularly to La- 
“ riffea, Thejalonica , Athens , and all the Cities of Greece ) that they 
“ fhould not create any new disturbance about this aftair. And for 
“ your felf, who have the fame opinion of us which they had, and a 
“ g reat deal better, more becoming a good Man and a Philofopher, we 
“ promife our felves that you will grant all our Petitions and Requefts. 

An Addrefs managed with great prudence and ingenuous freedom, and 
which linking in with other Apologies prefented about the fame time 
did not a little contribute to the general quiet and profperity of Chri- 
ftians. 

IV. NOR was he 16 wholly fwallowed up with care for the general 
Peace Of Chriftians, as to ncglcft the particular good of his own, or 
neighbour Churches. During the Government of Servilius Paulas 

Pro- 
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Proconful of Apa, Sagaris , Bifhop of Lao dice a had fuffered Martyrdom 
e * n t ^ le ate ^ er ^ cut ^ 0n > at what time the controverfie about the Paf- 
a«.?i47. 4 ’ r * Solemnity was hotly ventilated in that Church, foine Itrangers pro¬ 
bably, urging the obfervation of the Feftival according to the Roman 
ufage celebrating it upon the Lords day, contrary to the cuftom of 
thole Churches, who had ever kept it upon the fourteenth day of the 
Moon, according to the manner of the Jews. For the quieting of which 
contention Me lit 0 prefently wrote two Book wee* Fa concerning 

the Paffover, wherein no doubt he treated at large of the celebration of 
Eafier according to the obfervation of the Aft an Churches, and there- 
+ A b T.ufeb.i. fore Poly crates in his Letter to Pope Vittor particularly reckons 4 Sagaris 
$.f.24.p.i9i. anc j Melito , among the chief Champions of the Caufe. This Pafchal 
* Ad.E'/eb.ubi Book of St. Melito was mentioned alio by * Clemens of Alexandria in a 
f*pr.p. 147. Tratt concerning the lame fubjeft, wherein he confelfes that he was 
moved to that undertaking by the difcourle which Melito had publifhed 
upon that fubjed. 

V. HOW unwearied is true goodnels and a love to Souls ! how 
willing to digeft any difficulties, by which anothers happinels may be 
advanced ! his Brother Oncfimus had defired of him to remark fuch 
palTagesof the Old Teftament as principally made for the "confirmation 
of the Chriftian Religion, and to let him know how many of thole Books 
were admitted into the holy Canon. Wherein that he might at once 
throughly latisfie both his Brother and himlelf, he took a journey on 
purpoleinto the Eajl, that is, I fuppole, t ojerufalem, where he was 
likelieft to receive full fatisfadion in this matter, and where having in¬ 
formed himlelf, he gave his Brother at his return an account of it. The 
Letter it felf, becaufe but Ihort, and containing fo authentic an evidence 
what Books of the Old Teftament were received by the ancient Church, 
we Hi all here fubjoyn. 


Melito to his Brother Onefimus, greeting. 

F O R A S MV C H as out of your great love to and delight in the Ho¬ 
ly Scriptures, yon have oft defired me to collect fuch faff ages out of the 
Law and the Prophets as relate to our Saviour, and the fever al parts of our 
Chrijlian Faith, and to be certainly informed of the Books of the Old Tefiament 
how many in number, and in what order they were written , I have endea¬ 
voured to comply with your defires in this affair. For I know your great zeal 
and care concerning the Faith, and how much yon defire to be inftrutted in 
matters of Religion, and efpecially out of your love to God how infinitely you 
prefer thefe above all other things, and are folicitous about your eternal fal- 
vation. In order hereunto I travelled into the Eaft, and being arrived at 
the place where thefe things were done and publifhed, and having accurately 
informed my felf of the Books of the Old Tefiament. / have fent you the fol- 
% lowing account. The five Books of Moles, Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, 

Numbers, Deuteronomy, Jelusor Jolhua/Zv Son of Nun ; Judges, Ruth; 
the four Books of Kings. Two Books of Chronicles. The Plalms of 
David. The Proverbs of Solomon, which is Wildom; Ecclefiaftes, the 
Song of Songs, Job. The Prophets, Ifaiah, ] eremiah, the twelve [ minor ] 
Prophets in one Book. Daniel, Ezekie]: Efdra or Ezras. Out of all which. 
1 have made Collett ions, which I have digefied intofix Books. 


VI. IN 
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VI. IN which Catalogue we may oblerve the Book of Efiher is 
Omitted, as it is alfo by {b) St. Athanafius, (c) Gregory Nazianzeh, and Q b )s m r.s 
(d) Leontius, in their enumeration of the Books of the holy Canon : though s ^pt.p.iii\ 
for whatreafonis uncertain, unlefs ( as (e) Sixtus Senenfis, not improbably xixm' 
conjeduresj becaufe it was not in thole times looked upon as of fucli 9 
unqueftionable credit and Authority as the reft; the fpurious additions 

at the end of it caufing the whole Book to be called in queftion. Nor &h s> 
is here any particular mention made of Nehemiah , probably becaufe it L u f- 5- 
was anciently comprehended under that of Efdras. And by that of 
Wifdom we lee is not meant the Apocryphal Book , called the Wifdom of 
Solomon (as (f) Bellarmine and molt Writers of that Church confidently (f) Di script. 
enough alfert) but his Proverbr, of which (g) Eufebius exprefly tells us, E a fff Melit ' 
that not only Hegefippus but Irenes, and all the Ancients were wont ( gfni'+'c. 
to call the Proverbs of Solomon by the name of Wifdom, mx.volpe'nv aotpixv , 22 -^ *«• 
a Wifdom containing a Syflem of all kind of Vertues. And indeed that 
Melito in this place could mean no other, the words of his Letter as re- 
ftorecTby Valefius ( 'mxgpifMou, v ^ Xo<pl% ) according to Nice¬ 

phoros his quotation, and the faith of all the beft and moft a'ncient Ma- 
nulcripts, puts the calc beyond all peradventure. 

VII. AT laft this good Man broken with infinite pains and labours, 
and wearied with the inquietudes of a troublelbm World, retreated to 
the place of reft. The time and manner of his death is unknown ; this 

only we find (Ji) that he died, and lies buried at Sardis, waiting r Ard (h) p 0 jycrat. 
nS ipxv « fkicr^Trlw, the Epilcopal Vifitation from Heaven, when our 
Lord fhall come and raile him up from the dead. He was a man, befides the KblI9 *‘ 
piety of his mind, and the ftri&nels and innocency of his life, of great 
parts and learning, he had elegans & declamatorium ingenium, as (/) Ter- n) A p u j HUu 
tullian laid of him, a (mart elegant Wit, able to reprefent tilings with their * script, »> 
moft proper aggravations. He wrote Books almoft in all kinds of Sub- Mlit ‘ 
je&s, Divine, Moral, and Philofophical, the Monuments of no lefs In- 
duftry than Learning, which are all long fince loft, fome very few frag¬ 
ments only excepted. I know there are that fufpe<Ted him to have had 
notions lefs Orthodox about fome of the great Principles of Religion .* 
which I confelsleems to me a moft uncharitable and unjuft reflexion up¬ 
on lo holy and fo good a Man, efpecially feeing the conjetture is founded 
upon the meer titles of fome of his Books, none of the Books themlelves 


being extant, and of thole titles a fair account might be given to fitisfie 
any lobcr and impartial Man ; there being but two that can be liable to 
exception, the one Peek cscwuAth ©g«, dc Deo, 

not Corporeo, (however (k) Theodoret, and as it , ^ ny $ Kzn- 

feems from Origen, underftands it ) but Corporato TheoTf r^rr* ^ 

f as Tertuuian would exprels it ) de Deo corporc tn - 

ditto ,as Rttfinus of old tranflated it, concerning God cloathed with a body,or qk * nee 2 ^ 

the Word made Flefb ; the other Pepi ( moft Copies read ren^uss £ fU- q '\ m % x &t- 

o-gws ) Xe/9^ of the Creation and Generation of Clirift. Where admit it to 3 ^ i s«- 

have been Creation , he alluded I doubt not to that of Solomon, 

the Lord poffeffed, eLlioe created me in the beginning of his way. Andevi- 

dent it is, that before the rile of the Arrian Controverlies the (l) Fathers ^ 'J™ 7 *-f*’ 

» . . , eaQ" %Kl/cn 

pi «>yi tv oS'-lv & r* ‘k "(yet. a Conflic Apol. 5.C 19. col. 370 .Ctttntm nc tuncq'.iJem folus•, Inhibit cnim ftcumqiitn 
bihebit inCrntipfo , utiontm lin.m fei licit: \mcGr.td d>cimt —Itiq\ Sephiim quoq\ ex nidi, ul (icundm perjonam con- 

ditim. Prim), Domivus rrenit meinit um vimm i'io*er.i fui , &c. Him ut primvn Dens volnit ei qu.t cumS*phi vritione &fermo - 
ne difpnfuent in: -.i If ipi'um yrimum jotulit fermnem.-H.tc efi nitivitis perfect a (hmonis, dnmexDeo proccdit; coidilns at (9 
primum ad cogitatum in nomine Sophie, Cominus conditme initium viamn. Tcrtul. adv. Prax, c. 5, 6 , 7. p. 503. ubi plura. 

uled 
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ufed the word for any manner of produ&ion, and ufuaUy under¬ 
hand that place of Solomon of the ineffable Generation of the Son 
of God* 


His Writings, 

None whereof are now extant. 


Pc Pafchate , Libri II. 

De retia vivendi ratione, & dc 
Prophet is, liber unus. 

De Ecclefia. 

De die Dominica. 

De Natura Hominis . 

De Creatione. 

De Obedientia fenfmm fidei. 

De Anima, & corpore,& merit e. 
De Laimcro. 

De Veritate. 


De fide [ Creatione ] dr Genera - 
tione Chrifii. 

De Prophetia. 

De Hofpitalitate. 

Liber Clavis ditfus. 

De Diabolo. 

De Joannis Apocalypfi. 

De Incarnat tone Dei. 

Apologia Ad Imp. Antoninum. 
Exeerptorum ex libris Veterisi 
Tefiamenti, Libri VI. 


77;e End of Si M E LIT O’; Life . 


THE LIFE OF 

S. PANTyLNUS 

CATECHIST OF 

ALEXANDRIA. 



The various configures concerning his Original. The probabilities of his 
Jewifli defcent, what. Whether born in Sicily or at Alexandria. His 
firfi infiitution. The famous Platonic School eretted by Ammonius at 
.® b Alexan- 
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Alexandria. The renown of that place for other parts of Learning* 
Pantoenus addiffed to the Sett of the Stoics. The Principles of that Sell 
/hewed to agree hejl with the dictates of Chrifti nity. His great improve¬ 
ments in the Chrijlian Doctrine. I he Catcchetic School at Alexandria, 
with its Antiquity. Pantaenus made Regent of it. When he frft entered 
upon this Office. An Emhaffy from India to the Bi/bop of 'Alexandria for 
Jome to preach the Chriftian Faith . Pantaenus Jent upon this errand. This 
Country where fttnate. His arrival m India, and convcrfe with the Erach- 
mans. Their temper, principles, and way of life. Their agreement with 
the Stoics. Foot-fteps of Chriftianity formerly planted there. S. Matthew V 
Hebrew G of pel found among them and brought by Pantaenus to Alexan¬ 
dria. How far and by whom Chriftianity was propagated in India after¬ 
wards. Pantaenus his return to Alexandria, and rejuming his Cateche- 
tic Office. His Death. His great Piety and Learning. 


* Strom it. i. i. 
b 274. 


f II. E'.cl. 1. 5. 
11. f. 175, 


I. H E filence of Antiquity as to the Country and 

Kindred of this excellent perfbn has adminiftred 
to variety of conjectures concerning his Original. 
Some conceive him to have been born of ^Jcwifb 
Parents, and they of note and quality. For’*" Cle- 
jjV mens Alexandrinus reckoning up his Tutors, tells 
llW us that one, (whom he names lafl ) was of Pa- 
leftine , an Hebrew of very long delcent; and then 
adds, that having found the lad, ( meaning , fay fbme, the lall of 
thole whom he had reckoned up) though he juftly deierved to be 
placed firft, after he had with infinite diligence and curiolity hunted 
him out in Egypt , where lie lay oblcure, he fate down under his 
Dilcipline and Inllitution. This Pcrlon f Eufebins plainly fuppoles 
to have been our Pantanus , and that lie intended him in the latter 


claule there is no caule to doubt, the former only is ambiguous, it not 
being clear, whether the latter fentcnce be neceffarily connected and 
joined to the former, or that he defigned any more, than to intimate 
the laft Matter he addreffed to, as diftinbl from thole he had named 


before. And this I am the rather inclined to think, becaufe whoever 
confiderately weighs Clemens his period, will find that by his He¬ 
brew or Paleftine Mailer, he means one of the two whom he heard in 


the Eaft t whereas Pant anus was his Mailer in Egypt, whom he botli 
* VaUf Amor, found and heard there. * Others make him born m Sicily, becaule Cle- 
viEuftb. p.c6. mcm j n following words lliles him, a truly Sicilian Bee : Put whether 
there may not be lomething proverbial in that exprefiion even as it 
relates to Sicily, I fhall not now enquire. However it is certain, that 
the Inhabitants of that Ifland were generally Greeks, that many eminent 
Philolophers were born, or relided there, and particularly the famous 
Porphyry , who had retired hither for lome years, and here wrote his vi¬ 
rulent Books againft the Chriftians. Let this then Hand for his Coun¬ 
try,. till lomething more probable offer it felf, unlels we will fay, that 
being delcended of Sicilian Ancdlors, he was born at Alexandria , the 


place of his Education. 

II. HIS younger years were feafoned with all learned and philofbphi- 
cal fludies, under the bell Mailers which Alexandria (for there I pre¬ 
fume to place his education ) affoided, at that time a noted llaple place 
of Learning. As Egypt had in all Ages been famous for the choicell 


parts 
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parts of literature, and the more uncommon fpcculations of Theology, 
lb more efpecially Alexandria , where there were Profeffors in all Aits 
and Sciences, and public Schools of Inllitution, not a little advantaged 
by that noble Library, placed here by Ptolomy Philadelphia, and fo much 
celebrated by the Ancients. In after-times here was a fixed and foiled luc- 
cemon of Philolophers in the Platonic School, begun by Arnmonitts Saccas, 
and carried on by Phot inns and Origen, and their fucceffors for ieveral 
Ages. * Ammianus Marcellinus tells us that in his time, though not fo fa- * Lib. 27. 
mous as formerly, yet in fome good degree ic Hill maintained its reputa- lo "‘ &e b 
tion, and that all ingenuous Arts and Methods of recondite Learning, and l553 ' 
celebrated 1 rofelfors of all forts flouriflied here, and that it was enough to 
recommend a Phyfician to public notice, if he had lludicd at d/ai, 

Nay many Ages after him, Benjamin the Jew f at his being there, found 1 itim.p.ui. 
near twenty foveral Schools of Ariftotelians ( the only Men that then 
ruled the Chair) whither Men flocked from all parts of the World to 

learn the Peripatetic Philolbphy. 

of Philolbphy he principally applied 

himfelf*to the Stoics, with whole notions and rules of life lie was moft * l - ?• 
enamoured; and no wonder, feeing ( as S. Hierom f obforves ) their do*- fccV- ‘ f ’ 
mata in many things come nearell to the Dodrines of Chriftianity. As 
indeed they do, efpecially as to the moral and prablic part of their IVin- 7m ' 5 ’ 
ciples. They held that nothing was good but what was juft and pious, 
nothing evil but what was vicious and difhoneft ; that a bad Man 
could never be happy, nor a good Man miferable, who was always free, 
generous, and dear to Heaven ; that the Deity was perpetually concer¬ 
ned for humane affairs, and that there was a wile and powerful Provi¬ 
dence that particularly fuperintended the happinels of mankind, and 
was ready to affift Men in all lawful and vertuous undertakings ; that 
therefore this God was above all things to be admired, adored, and 
worfhipped, prayed to, acknowledged, obeyed, praifed, and that it is 
the moft comely and reasonable thing in the World, that we fhould uni- 
verfally fiibmit to his will, and cttmrdfafy cl£ oXm \fv%ys -tco o-uy./3ujyoyra. 

chearfully embrace with all our Souls all the ilTues and determi¬ 
nations of his Providence; that we ought not to think it enough to be 
happy alone, but that ’tis our duty am to love Men from 

the very heart, to relieve and help them,advife andalfift them, and con 
tribute what is in our power to their welfare and fafety, and this not 
once or twice, but throughout the whole life, and that unbiaffedly, 
without any little defigns of applaufe, or advantage to our folves; that 
nothing fhould be equally dear to a Man as honefty and vertue, and 
that this is the firft thing he fhould look at, whether the thing he is 
going about be good or bad, and the part of a good or a wicked Man, 
and if excellent and vertuous, that he ought not to let any lofs or da- 
mage, torment, or death it felf deter him from it. And whoever runs 
over the Writings of Seneca, Antoninus, Epitletus, Arrian, will find 
thefe, and a great many more claiming a very near kindred with the main 
rules of life preferred in the Chriftian Faith. And what wonder if Pam 
tarns was in love with fuch generous and manly principles, which lie 
liked fo well, that as he always retained the title of the Stoic Philosopher , 
lb for the main he owned the profeflion of that Sebl, even after his 
being admitted to eminent Offices and Imployments in the Chriftian 
Churcfo 


Bb ? 


IV- BY 








IV. BY whom he was inftru&ed in the Principles of theChriftian; 

' 0 cod. Religion, I find not (a) Photius tells us that he was Scholar to thole who 
^ u n i * had leen the Apoftles, though I cannot allow of what he adds, that lie 

’ had been an Auditor of Pome of the Apoftles themlelves, his great di- 

fiance from their times rendring it next door to impoflible. But who¬ 
ever were his Tutors, he made fuch vaft proficiencies in his Learning, 
that his fingular eminency quickly recommended him to a place of great 
trufland honour in the Church, to be Mailer of the Catechetic School at 
Alexandria. For there were not only Academies and Schools of Hu¬ 
man Literature, but an Ecclefiajhcal School for the training perlons up 
in Divine knowledge and the lirft principles of Chriftianity: and this 
(f) Loc - f“P r ‘ apyxiv eS-ws, lays ( b) Etfebitts, of very ancient cnjlom , from the very times 

^Defcript. h °* S. Mark ( fays * S. Hierom ) the lirll Planter of Chriftianity and Bilhop 

i'mun! of that place. From whole time there had been a conftant luccelfion 

of Catechijls in that School, which Eufebius tells us, continued in his 
time, and was managed by Men famous for eloquence and the ftudy of 
Divine things. The fame and glory of Pantanus did above all others at 


that time delign him for this place, in which he accordingly fucceeded, 
and that (as p Eufebius intimates) about the beginning of Commodus his 
Reign, when Julian entered upon the See of Alexandria , for about that 
time (fays he) he became Governour of the School of the Faithful there. 
And whereas others before him had dilcharged the place in a more pri¬ 
vate way, he made the School more open and public, freely teaching all 
that addreired themlelves to him. In this imployment he continued 
withoutintermiflion the whole time of Julian (wholate ten years) till 
under his Succelfor he was dilpatched upon a long and dangerous jour- 
ny, whereof this the occalion. 


V. ALEXANDRIA was mtam mvMi ( as the 

o™i° xxxfr ( “ )l ’ ator * ^ es lt ) one °f die moft populous and frequented Cuies in 
* die World, whither there was a conftant refort not only of neighbour 
?■ 373- Nations, but of the moft remote and diftant Countries, Ethiopians, Am • 
bians, Baffrians, Scythians, Perfians, and even Indians themlelves. It 
happened that fome Indian Embaffadors ( whether lent for this particu- 
•j ■ Huron. At lar purpofe is not certain ) intreated ft Demetrius then Bifhop of Alexan - 
Script, ubi dria to lend lome worthy and excellent Perlon along with them to preach 

h{r ' the Faith in thofe Countries. None appeared qualified for this errand 

like Pantanus , a grave Man, and a great Philolopher, incomparably fur- 
nifhed both with divine and lecular Learning. Him Demetrius per- 
fuades to undertake the Embaffy; and though he could not but be fuffi- 
ciently apprehenfive, that he quitted a pleafont and delightful Country, 
a place where he was beloved and honoured by all with a juft efteem 
and reverence, and that he ventured upon a journey where he muft 
expe£l to encounter with dangers and hardlhips, and the greateft diffi¬ 
culties and oppofitions, yet were all thele ealily conquered by his inla- 
tiable defire to propagate the Chriftian Religion, even to the remoteft 
corners of the World. For there were many Evangelical Preachers 
*Loc.6tat. even at that time (as * Eufebius adds upon this occalion) who inflamed 
with a divine and holy zeal, in imitation of the Apoftles, were willing to 
travel up and down the World for enlarging the bounds of Chriftianity, 
and building Men up on the moft holy Faith. What India this was to 
which Pantanus , and after him Frumentius (for that they both went 
to the fame Country, is highly probable ) was dilpatched, is not eafie 

to 
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to determine. There are, and they Men of no inconfiderable note, that 
conceive it was not the Oriental, but African India , conterminous to 
Ethiopia, or rather a part of it. Thele Indians were a Colony and 
Plantation derived atfirft out of the Eajl. For fo * Eufebius tells us, *chmM a-. 
that in the more early Ages the Ethiopians quitting the parts about the coxiv 
River Indus , late down near Egypt . Whence ft Philofiratus exprelly t vit.Apoih.. 
ftiles the Ethiopians a Colony of Indians, as * elfewhere he c ills them /’ 
$1©- an Indian Generation. The Metropolis of this Country />. 125’. 5f 

was Axumis , of which Frumentius is afterwards laid to be ordained Bi¬ 
fhop by Athanafius. An opinion, which I confefs my lelf very inclina¬ 
ble to embrace, and fhould without any Icruple comply with, did not 
'|- Eufebius exprelly fay, that Pantanus preached theGofpel to the Eaflern f mit. e«i. 
Nations, and came as far as to Indfa it lelf. A paffage, which how it ubi f“i r - 
can liiit with the African India, and the Countries that lie lo direbtly 
South of Egypt , I am not able to imagine. For which realbn we have 
elfewhere fixed it in the Eajl. Nor is there any need to lend them as 
far as India intra Gangem, there are places in Afia nearer hand, and parti¬ 
cularly fome parts of Arabia that anciently paffed under that name, 
whence the Perfian Gulf is lometimes called the Indian Sea. But let 
the judicious Reader determine as he pleale in this matter. 

VI. B EIN G arrived in India, he fet himlelf to plant the Chriftian 
Faith in thofe parts, elpecially convening with the * Bradmans, the *HUm.Epigi 
Sages and Philolophers of thole Countries, whole Principles and way id Mw-oni’. 
of life leemed more immediately to difpole them for the entertainment 
of Chriftianity. Their Children as loon as bom 

they committed toNurles, and then to Guar- J )e ^rachm.vt mrib. & hjiit. aa. inter alia 
dians according to their different ages, who in- mlu. ? . p°.^u stub. 
ftruaed them in principles according to their f M - Syr/ - d ‘ 1 dt -Evang. 1 .6.c. 10. 
capacities and improvements: they were edu- ft T- 

cated with all imaginable leventy or Dilcipline, Bugnun. p. 8,9, i S , 1 6 , 17. Tutt. at on g . <$- 
not fuffered lo much as to Ipeak or fpit, or Ts*id B u C LTV nt(r ^ mbro ^ 1 °P^-Acatc.Tom- 
cough, while their Mailers were difeourfing to 5 ‘ “ ^ 

them, and this till they were feven and thirty years of age. They were in¬ 
finitely ftri£t and abftemious in their Diet, eat no Flefll drunk no Wine or 
ftrong Drink, feeding only upon wild Acorns, and fuch Roots as Nature 
furnilhed them withall, and quenching their thirft at the next Spring or 
River, and as fparing of all other lawful pleafures and delights. They 
adored no Images,but fincerely worfhipped God,to whom they continually- 
prayed, and in Head of thecuftom of thofe Eajl cm Nations of turning 
to the Eajl, they devoutly lift up their Eyes to Heaven, and while they 
drew near to God, took a peculiar care to keep themlelves from being 
defiled with any vice or wickedncls, ipending a great part both of Night 
and Day in Hymns and Prayers to God. They accounted themlelves the 
moft free and vi&orious People, having hardned their Bodies again!! all 
external accidents, and fubdued in their minds all irregular palfions and 
defires. Gold and Silver they defpiled, as that which could neither 
quench their thirft nor allay their hunger, nor heal their wounds, nor 
cure their diftempers, nor lerve any real and neceffary ends of Nature, 
but only minifter to Vice and Luxury, to trouble and inquietude, and 
let the mind upon Racks and Tenters. They looked upon none of the 
little accidents of this World to be either good or evil, frequently dif- 
courled concerning Death, which they maintained to be Ws 
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o» 7 co; (i,ov t a being bom into a real and happy life, and in order where- 
unto they made ule of the prelent time only as a date of preparation 
for a better life. In fhort, they feemed in mod: things to confpire and 
agree with the Stoics, whom therefore of all other Se&s they efteemed 
*Br?chmn dt t0 be <pitoov<pyi *, the mod excellent Philofophers: and upon that 
* account could not but be fomewhat the more acceptable to P ant arms , 
who had lb throughly imbibed all the wile and rational principles of 
that Inditution. 1 

VII. WHAT fuccefs he had in thefe parts, we are not particularly 
told. Certainly his preaching could not want lorne confidcrable cffe&, 
Specially where Perfons were by the rules of their order, and the 
courle of their life fo well qualified to receive it, and that too where 
Chridianity had been heretofore planted, though now overgrown with 
Weeds and RubbiOi for want of due care and culture. For he met with 
feveral + that retained the knowledge of Chrid, preached here long fince 
} lierj'eVcript. S - Bartholomew the Apojile ( as wc have ellewhere fhewed in his life ) 

u Pnnun. whereof not the lead evidence was his finding S. Matthew's Gofpel 
written in Hebrew, which S. Bartholomew had left at his being there, and 
which Pant terns (as S.IIierom informs us, though I quediou whether it 
be any more than his own conjecture ) brought back with him to Alex* 
andria, and there no doubt laid it up as an inedimable Treafure. And 
as our Philofopher fucceeded in the labours of S. Bartholomew in thefe 
Indian Plantations, fo another afterwards fucceeded in his, an account 
whereof, to make the dory more intire, the Reader, I prefume, will not 
EfcuT^l 9. tkink lt im P ertinent > if I here infert. * ALdefius and Frumentius , two 
£.50 shorn. Youths of Tyre , accompanied Meropius the Philofopher into India , 
lib ' 2 ’ c 'n d wkere Wng taken by the Natives, they were prefented to the King of 
P meuU.u the Country, who pleafed with their perfons an their parts, made one 
f.aj.f. 54. of tliem his Butler, the other ( Frumentius ) the Keeper of his Records, 
or as Sozomen will have it, his Trealurcr and Major-domo, committing 
to his care the Government of his Houfe. For their great diligence 
and fidelity the King at his death gave them their liberty, who there¬ 
upon determined to return to their own Country, but were prevailed 
with by the Queen to day, and fuperintend affairs during the Minority 
of her Son. Which they did, the main of the Government being in the 
hands of Frumentius , who alfidcd by fbme Chridian Merchants that 
traffiqued there, built an Oratory, where they affembled to worlhip 
God according to the Rites of Chridianity, and indru&ed feveral of 
the Natives, who joined themfelves to their Affembly. The young 
King now of age, Frumentius refigned his trud, and begged leave to 
return; which being with fome difficulty obtained, they prefently de¬ 
parted; JEdefius going for Tyre , while Frumentius went to Alexandria, 
where he gave Athanafius, then Bifhop of that place, an account of the 
whole affair, fhewing him what hopes there were that the Indians 
would come over to the Faith of Chrid, withall begging of him, to fend 
a Bifhop and fome Clergy-men among them, and not to negleCt fo fair 
an opportunity of advancing their Salvation. Athanafius having advi- 
fed with his Clergy, perfuaded Frumentius to accept the office, affuring 
him he had none fitter for it than himfelf. Which was done accord 
dingly, and Frumentius being made Bilhop, returned back into India, 
where he preached the Chridian Faith, ere&ed many Churches, and be¬ 
ing affided by the Divine Grace wrought innumerable Miracles, healing 

both 
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both the fouls and bodies of many at the fame time. An account of all 
which Rufinas profclTes to have received from sEd/jim his own mouth, 
then Presbyter of the Church of Tyre. But it’s time to look back to 
Pan! <em>s. 

VIII. B EIN G returned to Alexandria ,he refumed his Catechctic of¬ 
fice, which I gather partly from (a)Eufcbim, who again mentions it (.0 v'Hfvyr. 
jud after his Indian expedition, and adds ’rsx&iw r.y&nu, that after all, or 
when he drew near to his latter end, lie governed the School of Alexan¬ 
dria partly from S. Hicrom *, who fays exprefly, that he taught in the 
Reign of Sever us and Caracalla, his firfl regency being unde? Commodus. 

He died in the time of Antoninus Caracalla, who began his Reign Ann. 

CCXL though the exaCt date and manner of his death be lod ; his me¬ 
mory is preierved in the Roman Calendar on the feventh of July. And 
certainly a jud tribute of honour is due to his memory for his admirable 
zeal and piety, his indefatigable pains and indudry, his exquilite abilities, 

•tfSam c.,,ioAiip QnS>^6 , as Eufebius truly characters him, a Man 
Angularly eminent in all kinds of Learning: and (bjOrigcn , who lived {b )A?,<dE», 
nearer whim, and was one of his Succeffors, commends him for his great 6 .c. 19. 
ufefulnefs and ability both in Philofophical fpeculations, and Theological p,22U 
Studies, in the one able to deal with Philofophers, in the other to refute 
Heretics and Seducers. In his School he difplaied ( as Eufebius tells us) 
both by word and writing the Treafures of the Sacred DoCtrines ; though 
lie taught ( fays S. Hierom j rather viva voce , than by Books, who men¬ 
tions only his Commentaries upon the Holy Scripture, and of them not 
the lead fragment is remaining at this day. 


The End of S. PANTiENUS’f Life, 
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His fuccceding Pantaenus in the Cateclictic School. He is made Pref- 
bytcr of Alexandria. His Stromata pnbli(hed, when. Lawfninefs of 
flying in time of Perfecution. His Journey into the Eall. What Tracts 
he wrote there. His going from Jerulalem to Antioch, and return to 
Alexandria. His death. The Elogia given of him by the Ancients. His 
admirable Learning. His Writings. His Hypotypoles : Photius his 
account of them ; corrupted by the Arrians. His Books yet extant , and 
the orderly gradation of them. His Stromata, what the defign of 
k. His flyle, what in this, what in his other Books. A fljort Apo- 
l °gyfor fome unwary ajfertions in his Writings . His Writings enume¬ 
rated. 


H I- IT VS Flavius Clemens was, probably, born at 

xxxil !p. 9 6. rfM U fflttjl Athens. For when (a) Epiphanius tells us, that 

affirmed him to be an Alexandrian , others an 
raRKT Athenian , he might well be both; the one being 
JKbkR Mujp place of his Nativity, as the other was of his 
con ft ant Refidence and Employment. Nor can I 
IRmWNmMP imagine any other account, upon which the title 
of Athenian fliould be given to him. And the con- 
jetture is further countenanced from thecourfe and progrels of his Stu¬ 
dies, the foundations whereof were laid in Greece , improved in the Eafl y 
and perfected in Egypt. And indeed his imcomparable abilities in all parts 
of Science render it a little more probable, that his early years com¬ 
menced in that great School of Arts and Learning. But he ftaid not 
here, his inlatiable thirft after Knowledge made him traverfe almoft all 
parts of the World, and converfe with the learned of all Nations, that 
he might furnifh himfelf with the Knowledge of whatever was ufeful 
and excellent, efpecially a thorough acquaintance with the myfteries of 
(b) Strong, t. the Chriftian Doblrine. He tells us (b) of thole lively and powerful 
Lilcourles, which he had the happinefs to hear from blefled and truly 
c.n.p. vj6. worthy and memorable Perlons, who prelerving that fincereand excel¬ 
lent Do&rine, which like Children from the hands of their Parents, they 
had immediately received from Peter , j fames, John , and Paul, the holy 
Apoftles, were by God’s bleding come down to his time, lowing thofe 
Ancient and Apoftolic Seeds of Truth. A paftage, which I doubt not 
COLib.c. 3. (c) Eufebius intended, when he fays, that Clemens fpeaking concerning 
himlelf in the firft Book of his Stromata, affirms himlelf to have been of' 
the next fuccellion to the Apoftles. 

II. O F thefe venerable Men to whofe tuition he committed himfelf, 
(a ) Loc.cit.it. he himfelf has given ( d ) us fome, though but oblcure account. The firft 
185 » jv was Ionicus -> a Gado-Syrian, whom he heard in Greece , and whom (e) Ba¬ 
ronins conjectures to have been Cairn, or Dionyfm Bifhop of Corinth ; a 
lecond an Egyptian, under whole Dilcipline he was, in that part of leafy 
called Magna Gracia, and fince Calabria : hence he travelled into the Eafl, 
where the firft of his Mailers was; an AJfyrian, fuppofed by fome to 
have been Bardefanes, by others Tati an, the Scholar of Judin Mar¬ 
tyr : the next originally a Jew, of a very ancient Hock, whom he heard 
in Palefline, whom Baronins will have to have been Theophilus Bifhop 
of. Cajarea ( though for his Hebrew delcent there be no evidence among 
(nvai'f.An- the Ancients) others (/) more probably Theodotus, whence the excerpt a out 
7il n Ekf of his Hypotypofes Hill extant, are ftiled, d* w Q eo< phv ^WroAnw hJWa- 
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A/cm, the Epitome of Theodotus his Oriental Doftrinc, that is, the DoClrine 
which he learnt from Theodotus in the Eafl. The laft of the Mailers 
whom he met with, JW/xet j dest as he fays of him, but the 

firft and chief in power and vertue, was one whom he inquifitively 
fought out, and found in sEgypt, and in whole inllitution he fully ac- 
quiefeed, and fought no further. This Perlon is generally fuppofed to 
have been Pant antis, whom Clemens ellewhere * exprelly affirms to have 
been his Mailer, and whom in the forementioned Epitome he lliles f our 
Pantanus. 

III. BUT though he put himfelf under the Dilcipline of fo many fe- 
veral Maflers, yet was it not out of any vain delultory lightnefs, or 
phantallic curiofity, but to make re-learches after truth witli an honeft 
and inquifitive mind. He loved what was manly and generous, when¬ 
ever he met it: and therefore tells us *, he did not limply approve all 
Philolophy, but that of which Socrates in Plato Ipeaks concerning their 
myllerious Rites. 

- ft. 7toAAo/* U re 'nv.ugji \ 

intimating as he exprelTes it in the Hile of the Scripture, that many art 
called, but few cleft, or who make the right choice. And fuch(adds So * 
crates ) and fuch only, in my opinion, are thole who embrace the true 
Philolophy. Of which fort (fays Clemens} through my whole life I 
have to my Power approved my lelf, defiring and endeavouring by all 
means to become one of that number. For this purpofe he never tied 
himlelf to any particular inllitution of Philolophy, but took up in the 
alpem exAedftxv, the Elective Sect , who obliged not themlelves to the 
di&atcs and fentiments of any one Philofopher, but freely made choice 
of the mod excellent Principles out of all. This Se£l ( as the Philolo- 
phic Hiftorian i' informs ns ) was begun by Potamon, and Alexandria too, 
who out of every Se& of Philolophy felecled what he judged bell. He 
gave himlelf liberty impartially to inquire into the natures of things, 
and v/hat was the true llandard and meafure of truth,'; he conlidered, 
that no Man knows every thing, that lome things are obvious to one, 
that are overleen or negle&ed by another, that there are wholi'om herbs 
and flowers in every Field, and that if the thing be well faid, ’tis no mat¬ 
ter who ’tis that lays it; that reafon is to be fubmitted to, before Authori¬ 
ty, and though a fair regard be due to the opinions and principles of 
our Friends, yet that it is ootov nyffliffijlv r dhtoaoev, ( as * Ariflotle himlelf 
confefles ) more pious and realonable to honour and elleem the truth. 
And thus he picked up a Syftem of noble principles, like lb many Flowers 
out of feveral Gardens, proleffing t this to be the great end of all his dif- 

S uifitions, £ulw nu cztv dpeUuj reXactp, a life perrebled according to all 

le rules of vertue. Of this incomparable Order w^s our Divine Philo- 
Ibpher : I efpoufed not (lays he* ) this or that Philofophy, nor the Stoic, 
nor Platonic, nor the Epicurean, or that of Ariftotle, but whatever any 
of thefe Sefts had faid, that was fit and juft, that taught right eoufnefs with a 
divine and Religions knowledge, ivro nu onXeddi^v, all that being 

felefted, I call Philofophy . Though it cannot be denied* but that of any 
Seel, he came neareft to the Stoics, as appears from his difcourftng by 
way of Paradoxes, and his affetted novelty of words, two things pecu¬ 
liar to the Men of that way, as a very learned and ingenious perlon f has 
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obfcr'v'ed. And I doubt not but he was more peculiarly difpofcd to¬ 
wards this Sed by the inftru&ions of his Mafter Pantmus, fo great and 
profeffed an admirer of the Stoical Philofophy. 

IV. PANTALNVS being dead, he fucceeded him in the Scholx 

, the Catcchetic School at Alexandria, , though queftionlels 
he taught in it long before that, and probably during Pant antis his ablence 
in India, fupplying his place till his return, and fucceeding in it after his 
(,i)i<j:fcb. 1.6. death, for that he was Pantanns his SuccefTor, the Ancients (*) are all 
m P <ufnifr Herc taught with great induftry and fidelity, and with no 

ITcUm L left fuccels, fome of the moft eminent Men of thole times, Origen, Alcxan- 
■' ^ er ^^ 10 P LJierufalem , and others being bred under him. And now 

297! 1L ( as (b) himlelf confelTes) he found his Philofophy and Gentile Learning 

00 strom. Lt. very ufeful to him : for as the Husbandman firft waters the Soil, and then 

; ’ 2 ' 8, cafts in the Seed, fo the notions he derived out of the Writings of the 

Gentiles , ferved firft to water and (often a b ytufc etu'vSv, the grofs and 
terreftrial parts of the Soul, that the fpiritual Iced might be the better 
Caft in, and take vital root in the minds of Men. Befides the Office of 
a Catcchijl, he was made Presbyter of the Church of Alexandria , and 
that at leaft about the beginning of Sever us his Reign *, for under that ca¬ 
pacity Enfebius takes notice of him, Ann. CXCV. About which time 
prompted by his own zeal, and obliged by the iniquity of the times, he 
fet himlelf to vindicate the caule of Chriftianity both againft Heathens 
and Heretics, which he has done at large with lingular learning and 
dexterity in his Book called Stromata, publifhed about this time ; for 

(c) strom. /.i» drawing down a Chronological (c) account of things, he ends his computa- 
& 6, tioil in the death of the Emperor Commodus. Whence ’tis evident, as 

(d) Lib.6.c.6. (d) Ettfebius obfcrves,that he compiled that Volume in the Reign of Sevc- 

ms that fucceeded him. 

V. THE Perlecution under S events raged in all Provinces of the 
Empire, and particularly at Alexandria , which made many of the Chri¬ 
stians for the prelent willing to retire, and Clemens probably among the 

00 Strom*. 1. reft, whom we therefore find particularly dilcourfing (r) the lawfulnels 
4« ?• 5 c 4* 0 f withdrawing in a time of Perlecution: that though we may not 

cowardly decline a danger or death, when ’tis neceftary for the fake of 
Religion, yet in other cafes we are to follow the dire&ion of our Sa¬ 
viour, when they perfecute yon in one City , flee ye Into another ; and not to 
obey in fuch a cafe, is to be bold and rafh, and unwarrantably to preci¬ 
pitate our lelves into danger ; that if it be a great fin againft God to de- 
llroy a Man, who is his Image, that Man makes himlelf guilty of the 
crime, who offers himlelf to the public Tribunal ; and little better does 
** he, that when he may, declines not the Perfecution, but rafhly expofes 
himlelf to be apprehended, thereby to his power confpiring with the 
wickednels of his Perfecutors- And if further, he irritate and provoke 
them, he is unqueftionably the caule of his own ruine, like a Man that 
needlefly rouzesand enrages a wild Beaft to fall upon him. And this 
opportunity I doubt not he took to vifit the Eaflern parts, where lie 
had ftudied in his younger days. We find him about this time at Jem - 
falem with Alexander fhortly after Bifhop of that place, between whom 
there feems to have been a peculiar intimacy, inlomuch that St. Clemens 
(f*) Euf. 1.6.c. dedicated (/) his Book to him, called, The Ecclefiaflical Canon, '&&>$ tws 
i4./». 214. ’IvSoiiaov'TiM, or againfl them that Judaize. During his ltay here he 
Hum. 1 n cu* p reac j iec j constantly, and declined no pains even in that evil time, and 

with 
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with what fuccels, we may lee by a piece of a Letter written by Alexander. 
then in Prilon, and lent by our S, Clemens to Antioch , which wc here in- 
fort. * Alexander, a Servant of God, and a Prifoner ofjcfns Chr/fl, to the 
blejfed Church at Antioch, in the Lord greeting. Ottr Lord has made my ’ ‘ 
bonds in this time of my imprifqnment light and eafle to me , while / under¬ 
flood that Alclepiades, a Per/on admirably qualified by his eminency in the 
Faith, was by the Divine Providence become Bifhop of your holy Church of 
Antioch. Concluding, Thefc Letters , worthy Brethren , I have fent you by 
Clemens, the blejfed Presbyter, a Man virtuous and approved, whom ye both 
do, and fhall yet further know: who having been here with m according to 
the good will and Providence of God, hits greatly eflablifjjed and encrcafed 
the Church of Chrift. By which Epiftle we may by the way remarque 
the error of f Eufcbiu-s , who places Afclepiades his coming to the See f h Cm. . ;: i 
of Antioch in the firft year of Caracalla Ann. CCXII. whereas we lee it ^‘‘• CCXIL 
was while Alexander was yet in Prilon under Sever us, which he himlelf 
makes to be Ann. CCV. From Jemfalem then Clemens went to Antioch , 
where we cannot queftion but he took the lame pains, and laboured 
With the lame zeal and induftry. After which he returned to Alexan¬ 
dria, and the diicharge of his Office, where how long he continued; or 
by what death he died, Antiquity is lilent. Certain it is, that for Ionic 
confiderablc time he out-lived Pant anus, who died in the time of Cara - 
.calla : and when he wrote his Stromata , he tells us that he did it that 
he might lay up things in ftore againft old Age: a plain intimation that 
he was then pretty far from it. I add no more but what Alexander of 
Hiemfalem * lays in a Letter to Origen, where having told him that their *a?.E'M.u : 
friendship which had commenced under their Predeceffors Ihould con- 
tinue facred and inviolable, yea grow more firm and fervent, he adds, 

4i For we acknowledge for our Fathers thole bleffed Saints, who are gone 
“ before us, and to whom we fhall go after a little time; Pant anus I mean, 

“ the truly happy; and my Mafter; and the holy Clemens, my Mafter, 
and one that was greatly ufeful and helpful to me. 

VI. TO commend this excellent Man after the great things fpokeii 
of him by the Ancients, were'to hold a Candle to the Sun. Let us hear 
the chara&er which lome of them give of him. The holy and the bleffctf 
Clemens, a man very virtuous and approved, as we have feen Alexander 
Bifhop of Jemfalem , who knew him beft, teftifying of him. Indeed his 
zeal and piety, modefty and humility, could not but endear him unto 
all. For his learning, he was in f S. Hicroms judgment the moft learned f Epifi. ad 
of all the Ancients. A Man admirably learned and skilful, and that fearched AU $ n ' 0rat - 
to the very bottom of all the learning of the Greeks with that exaclnefs that f ' 32? ’ 
perhaps few before him ever attained to, fays * S. Cyril of Alexandria. An *Contr.Jn’ian. 
holy Man (lays '[ Theodoret ) xj 'iroTwirafcy amms amAin-cov, and one that 2 J )’/■ 

for his vaft and diffttfive learning incomparably furpaffed all other Men. Nor 6.p.2 05. ’ * 
was he lels accurate in matters of Theology, than humane Learning; an f^m.Fabut. 
incomparable Mafter in the Chriftian Philofophy, as Enfebius ftilcs 
him. Witneft his many Books, crowded, as * Eufebius tells us, with va- */f,Ecci.U. 
riety and plenty of uleful knowledge, derived ( as + S. Hierom adds ) both Vf. 
from the Holy Scriptures and fecular learning; wherein there is nothing 
unlearned , nothing that is not fetched out of the very center and M*e*-or.ioc, 
bowels of Philofophy. The titles of them thole two Authors have at ’ 
prelerved, the far greateft part of the Books themfelves having pe- 
tilhed, among which the moft memorable was the Hypotypofes or Books 
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of Inflit ution , fo often cited by Eufebius , which contained fliort and 
*coi cix. ihid explications of many pail ages of Holy Scriptures, wherein * Pho- 
coL 23 5 * tins tells us there were many wild and impious opinions, as. That Matter 

was eternal, and that Idaas were introduced by certain Decrees, that 
there is a tranfmigration of Souls, and were many Worlds before Adam, 
that the Son is among the number of created Beings, and that the Word 
was not really made Flejb , but only appeared fo, and many more £a do- 
piup 1 re&c'rvToytct! , monftrom Blajphemies: But withal infinuates, that 
t ApoUfro. 0- probably thele tilings were inferted by another hand, as f Rufinas ex- 
prefly allures us, that Heretics had corrupted Clemens his Writings. 
p- 1.9 5* Certainly had thefe Books been infe&ed with thele prophane and poy- 
fonous Dogmata in Eufebius his time, we can hardly think, but that he 
would have given us at leaft fome obfoure intimations of it. And con- 
fiderable it is what Photius obferves, that thefe things are not counte¬ 
nanced by his other Books, nay, many of them plainly contradi&ed by 
them. 

VII. THE Books yet extant ( befides the little Tra£t,entituled, T is o 
cn.fyijfyuQ* ?rXacn(S^, lately published ) are chiefly three, which feem to 
have been written in a very wife and excellent order, the A 

or Exhortation to the Gentiles , the P^dagogus, or Chriftian In- 
ftrufter, and the Stromata , or various Difcourfes; in the firft he very 
rationally refutes the follies and impieties of the Gentile Religion, and 
ftrongly perfuades Men to embrace Chriftianity: in the fecond he tu¬ 
tors and inftru&s new Converts, and by the moft admirable rules, and 
pathetical infinuations prepares and forms them to an holy and truly 
Chriftian life: in the third he adminifters Jtrong meat to them that are 
of a more full age, a clearer explication of the Chriftian Do&rine, and a 
more particular confutation both of Gentile and Heretical opinions, ad¬ 
mitting the Difciple after his firft purgation and initiation into a more 
immediate acquaintance with the Sacred Myfteries of Religion. His 
*vid.Eif.l. 6 . Stromata * are nothing but Miscellaneous Difcourfes compofed out of the 
c. 13.;. 214. Holy Writings, and the Books of the Gentiles, explaining and (asocca- 
fion is ) confuting the opinions of the Greeks and Barbarians , the Senti¬ 
ments of Philofophers, the notions of Heretics, inferring variety of Sto¬ 
ries, and Treafures out of all forts of Learning; which as himfelf tells 
^ Strom, i.i.p. us 'I, he therefore ftiled Stromata , that is, a 'variegated contexture of 
278 . /. 4 .p. Difcourfes , and which * he compares not to a curious Garden, wherein 
^Lib.'].p.^ 66 . the Trees and Plants are difpofed according to the exa&eft rules of 
Method and Order, but to a thick fhady Mountain, whereon Trees of all 
forts, the Cyprefs and the Plant ane, the Laurel and the Ivy, the Apple, 
the Olive , and the Fig-tree , promifeuoufly grow together. In the two 
f Loe.fupr.cit. former of his Books ( as f Photius obferves ) his ftile is florid, but fet off 
col. 288. w i t h a we q proportioned gravity, and becoming variety of Learning : 

In the latter he neither dehgned the ornaments ot Eloquence, nor would 
*vbi[Hpra p. the nature of his defign well admit it, as he truly * Apologizes for him- 
+/Z./.1.P.29*. > his main care '[ was fo to exprefs things that he might be under- 

ftood, and further eloquence than this, he neither ftudied nor defired. 
*vbifupra. If in thefe Books of his there be what * Photius affirms, fome few things 
here and there vyim, not foundly or warily expreffed, yet not, as he 
adds, like thofo of the Hypotypofes, but capable of a candid and benign 
interpretation, not confiderably prejudicial either to the Doftrine and 
practice of Religion, and fucli as are generally to be met with in the 
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Writers of thofo early Ages. And it is no wonder, if the good and pi- 

ous Men ot thole times, who were continually engaged in fierce difputes 
with Heathens on the one fide, and Jem and Heretics on the other 
" 0t l lw *Y c s . , divide the truth aright, in fome nicer lines 

and ftrokes of it. The beft is, their great piety and ferviceablenefs in 
their Generations, while they lived, and the fingular ufefulnefs of their 
Writings to Pofterity fince they are dead, are abundantly enough to 
weigh down any little failures or miftakes that dropt from them. B 

His Writings. 

„ Extant. Canon Ecclejia/licus. 

Protrepttcon ad Gentes. leu 

SUdagogi, Libri III. Mvtrfa J»daUa n tes. 

Stromatew , Libri VIII. DePafcbate. 

Or at, Quifnam dives tile ft, qui fal - De Obtrettatione. 

vetur. Difputationes de Jejunio . 

Epitome Do fir in a Orient alls Theo - Exhortat io ad Patientiam ad Neth 
dots, &c. fhytos, 

XT Suppofititious. 

tit, t * r-°r ta?* . T . Comment ariola in Prim. Canonic ant 
Hypotypo/ecov, feu Jn/htutwnum, Li- S.Petri, in Epi/lolam Jud*,& tres 

bri VIIL Epiftolas S. Joannis Apofloli. 
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ried condition. His Conveyfion to Chrijit unity, when. The ?reat cruelty 
njed towards the Chrijlians. Severus hiskindnefs to them. TertullianV 
excellent apology in their he half; His addrefs to Scapula, and ihe ten¬ 
dency of that difeourfe. Severus his violent perfecting the Chrijlians. 
His prohibition of the Heterirs. TertullianV Book to the Martyrs, and 
concerning Patience. His zeal againjl Herefies , and Writings that way. 
His Book De Pallio, when written , and upon what oQcafton. His be¬ 
coming Presbyter, when. His Book De Corona, and what the occafm 
of it. His declining from the Catholic Party. Montanus who , and 
whence. His principles and practices. Tertullian’.^ owning them, and 
upon what occafion, Hismorofe and Jlubborn temper. How far he com - 
plied with the MontaniFs, and acknowledged the Paraclete. How he was 
impofed upon. His Writingsagainfl the Catholics. The fever ity of the 
ancient Difcipline. Epiteopus Epifcoporum, in what fenfe meant by 
Tertullian concerning the Bifljop of Rome. His fepar ate meetings at 
Carthage. His death. His Char aider. His fmgular parts and learning. 
His Books. His phrafe andfile. What contributed to its perplexednefs 
and obfair ity. His un-orthodox opinions. A brief plea for him. 


* //in-mi. d> 
feript. in T>r- 
l il Niceph, //, 

£«/./. 4 <r. 5 4. 

P 3 > 4 - 
f De Pall.c. 1 . 
p.i \2.& Apo- 
l°Z'C •?. />.<?. 


i* v INTVS Septimus F/orcns Ter tu Hi anus, was 

1 / (as the Ancients * affirm, and himfelf f implies 
whenhecalIsithis Country) born at Carthage , 
if Wf the Metropolis of Afric, famous above all others 

I MM for Antiquity, Sovereignty, ami Power, info- 

much that for fome Ages it contended for glory 
i and fuperiority even with Rome it Elf. He was 
called Septimius, bccaute deteended of the Gens 

'—~~-- Septimia, a Tribe of great account amoiF the 

Romans, being hrft Regal, afterwards Plebeian, and laFof all Coniular 


and Patrician. Horens from lome particular Family of that Houle, lb 
called, and Quintus ( a title common among the Rowans) probably’be- 
caute the fifth Child which his Parents had ; and Tertullian , a derivative 


from Tertullus, it is like from his immediate Parent. His Father was a 
Souldier, a Centurion under the Proconfnl of Afric ( called therefore by 
S .Hierom and others Cent nr io Proconfulans ) not a Man of Proconfular 
" dignity, as fome make him ; he was a Gentile , in which Religion Tertd- 
* dpol.c.iz.p. Hw alio was brought up, as himfelf * confefTes. He was "educated in 
17. all the accomplifhments which the learning either of the Greeks ov Ro¬ 

mans could add to him, he teems to have left no paths untraced to 
have intimately convened with Poets, HiForians, Orators, not to have 
looked only, but to have entered into the fecrets of Philofophy and 
the Mathematics, not unteen in Phyfic, and the curio/iries of nature, and 
i //. Ecd.i. 2 . as Enfchins f notes, a man famous for other things, but especially admira- 
bly skilled in the Roman Laws; though they who would hence infer 
him to have been a profelfed Lawyer, and the fame with him whole 


Excerpt a are yet extant in the Pandetfs, are guilty of a notorious mi- 
Fake, the name of that Lawyer being Tertylianus ; befidcs that dilfo- 
mney that is in their File and language. Or fiippolb with others that 
this Tcrtylian was one of Papinhms Scholars in the Reign of Alexander 
Severus , he rnuFby this account be at leaft thirty Years filter the others 
Converlion to ClniFianity. The original of the Error doubtlda arote 


from the nearnefs and fimilitude of the names, and the character of his 

skill 


1 be Life of Ter t 11 l l i a Ni 


203 


skill mt\\Q Roman Laws given by Eufebius, which indeed is evident from 
his Works, and elpecially his Apology for the Chriftians. 

II. W H A T was his particular courte of life before he came over to 
the ChriFian Religion, is uncertain. They that conceive him to have 
been an Advocate, and publickly to have pleaded Cautes, bccaute after 

his converfion lie * fays of himfelf, that he owed nothing to the Fo- * DePj i/.c.c. 
rum, tod up no place among the Roftra, made no noile among the p ’ l,s ‘ 
Bencues, did not tols about the Laws, nor clamour out Caufes, as if he 
had done all this before, might by the fame reafon conclude him to have 
been a Souldier, bccaute he adds in the fame place, that he owed nothing 
to the Camp, with fome other Offices there mentioned by him. That 
he was married is evident, though whether before or after his embracing 
t‘.e ChriFian Faith, I cannot pofitively determine, probably before! 

Ho wever according to the feverity of his principles, he lived with his wife 
a great part of his life in a Fate of Continency, converfing with her as his 
/lifer, exhorting her to perpetual ccelibacy, and the utmoF Fri&neffes of a 
/ingle life, as appears by his two Books written to her upon that Subjeft. 

I II. HIS converfion to Chrilfianity we may conceive to have hapned 

not long afier the beginning of Severus his reign, and a little before the 
conclulion of the fecond Century. Being a Man of an inquifitive and 
fugacious mind, lie had obterved the powerful and triumphant efficacy 
of the ChriFian Faith over the minds and lives of Men, its great Anti¬ 
quity, the admirable content and truth of the Predictions recorded in 
the Books of the ChriFians, the frequent TeFimonies which the Hea¬ 
then deities thcmfelves gave to its truth and divinity, the ordinary con- 
fdlions of their Damons when forced to abandon the pcrfbns they had 
poffelfed, at the command of a ChriFian, all which he Ihews (a) at large rrvid.ApoU. 
( at IeaF as we may probably guete ) to have been the main inducements loUolpW.c’ 
of his Converfion. In the very entrance of the following Seculum, Se- & 

vents being gone to make War upon the Parthians, the MagiFratesat ** * 

Rome, and proportionably the Governours of Provinces, began to beat- 

hard upon the ChriFians, beholding them as infamous perlbns, and cfpe- 
cially Traitors to the Empire. Among whom the moF principal per- 
fon, I doubt not, was Plant ianus, a Man in great favour with the tempe- 
roiir, whole daughter was married to Antoninus the Emperotir’s eldeF 
Son, and whom Severus at his going into the Eafi, had made Prefect of 
Rome ; of him we read, ( b ) that in the Emperoursabfence he put to death OWtMdffn 
an infinite number both of the Nobility and Common People. Among x*m, 
whom we cannot quell ion but the ChriFians had theirs, and its’ like the 
fargreateF fhare. And fb notorious was the cruelty, that ( c ) Severus at r r y^ ht) 
his return was forced to apologize for himfelf, that he had no hand in it. mV. TlrT 
And indeed Severus in the firF part of his reign ( was as Tertullian in- 1 5 - P- 350. 
forms (d) us) very benign and favourable to the ChriFians; for having (d)AdStj^i t 
been cured of a dangerous diFemper by one Promhs a ChriFian, who * 

anointed him with oyl, he kept him at Court with him ever after. 

Nor did his kindnefs terminate here, for when he knew that teveral 
both Men and Women of the Senatorian Order were ChriFians, he was 
fo far from pertecuting them upon that account, that he gave them an 
honourable teFimony, and reFrained the people, when they were ra¬ 
ging againF the ChriFians. This I fuppote to have been done at his 
return from the Parthian Expedition, when he found both Governours 
and People engaged in lb hot and fevere a Pertecution of the ChriFians. 

Dd2 IY. THE 
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IV. THE barbarous and cruel ulage which the Chriftians generally- 
met with, engaged Tertullian to vindicate and plead their caufe both 
againft the malice and cruelty of their enemies. For which purpofc he 
publifhed and lent abroad his Apology, dedicating it to the Mamftrates 
of the Roman Empire, and elpecially the Senate at Rome ( for that he 
went to Rome himlelf, and perlonally prelented it to the Senate , I confeft 
I fee no convincing evidence ) wherein with incomparable learning and 
eloquence, with all poffible evidence and ftrength of reafon he pleads 
their Caule, complains of the iniquity and injuftice of their enemies, 
and the methods of their proceedings, particularly demonftrates the va¬ 
nity and fallbood of thole crimes that were commonly charged upon 
the Chriftians, arguing their meekneft and innocency, their temperance 
and lobriety, their piety to God, and obedience to their Prince, the rea- 
fonablenefs of their principles, and the Holineft of their lives, beyond 
all juft exception. An Apology which undoubtedly contributed towards 
the cooling and qualifying of the prelent Calentures, elpecially at Se¬ 
ver us his return. And indeed it appears not by the whole leries or 
that Dilcourle, that the Emperour had given any particular countenance 

*Afol.c. 4.;.$. to thole leverities ; nay on the contrary, lie exprelly ftiles '* him the moft 
conftant Prince. Not long after this , Tertullian found work nearer 
home, Scapula the Prefident, and Proconfnl of Afric, ( the lame probably 
with Scapula Tertyllus, a Provincial Prefident, to whom there is a Re- 
feriptoft Marcus and (<*) Commcdus ) treating the Chriftians much at the 
J/fi.771^13 ^. me ratc tbat Phut ianns had done at Rome . To him therefore he addrelfes 
himlelf in a neat and pathetical Dilcourle, reprelenting the honefty and 
ftmplicityof Chriftians, and their hearty prayers and endeavours for the 
prosperity of the Empire, and thofe particular inftarxes of feverity 
which the Divine Providence had lately infli&ed upon it, which could 
not be realonably fuppoled to have been lent upon any other errand, lo 
much as to revenge the innocent blood that had been filed j laying be¬ 
fore him the clemency and indulgence of former Princes and Prefi- 
dents, yea and of the prelent Emperour himfelf, lo great a friend to 
Chriftians. A plain evidence that this Book was written at this time 
before Severus broke out into open violence againft tfiem. 

V. THE Chriftians now enjoyed a little relpite: but alas it was but 
like the intermitting fits of a Fever, which being over, the paroxyftn re- 

WEM.chron turns with a fiercer violence, Ann. Chr. CCII. Severs X. (£) the Perlecu- 
ad tnndm An. tion revived, and was now carried on by the command of the Emperour. 
(0 gEi. spar- For Severus in his journey through Palejlin forbad (c) any under the hea- 
tu.inzit.se- vieft penalties to become Jews ; and the lame Orders he ilfued out con- 
352. f ’ ll ' f ' cerning Chriftians. The general pretence it’s like was the prohibiting 
the Hater it, or unlawful Societies, (which we have elfewhercdelcribed ) 
(dL.i. ff. de f° r Fuch a Relcript (d) Vlpian mentions, whereby Severus forbad the illegal 
°Jb\ca^' ^°^ e £ es ’ commanding the perfons frequenting them to beacculed be- 
Ttfii.iibii. fore the Prefect of the City, in which number they ufually beheld the 
Chriftians; though I doubt not but there were ( as Spaniards plainly 
affirms ) particular Edifts ilfued out againft them. The People, who 
could hardly be held in before, having now the reins thrown upon 
(t)mb H their necks, and fpurredon by the Imperial Orders, ran apace upon the 
Ec.1.6. C. 1 ! execution, fo that the Churches in all places ( e ) were filled with Martyr- 
P (f 2 °md 6 C * 0n ? s ant * the . blood tbc Sainrs > and it grew 16 hot, that (f)Jude a 
p. 208. ' * Writer of thole Times drawing down his Chronology of Daniels LXX 
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Weeks, to this Year, broke off his computation, fuppofing that the 16 
much celebrated coming of Antichrift was now at hand. So excee¬ 
dingly (lays the Hiftorian ) were the minds of many fhaken and diftur- 
bed with the prelent Perlecution. Tertullian , tnat he might {peak a 
word in lealon, took hold of the prelent opportunity, and wrote to the 
Martyrs in prilon, to comfort them under their bufferings, and exhort them 
to conftancy and final perleverance ; as alio for the fame reafon and 
about the lame time he publifhed his Dilcourle concerning Patience, 
wherein he very elegantly deferibes the advantages and commendations 
of that Vertue, and efpecially urges it from the example of God, our 
bleffed Saviour, and Ipeaks therein more favourably than he did after¬ 
wards of retiring ill a time of Perlecution. Nor was he lels watchful 
to defend and prelerve the Church from Errour and Herefie, writing 
his Pr.efcription againft Hereticks , ( for that it was written about this time 
is evident from leveral paffages, efpecially where lie mentions the time 
of Perlecution, the place of the Tribunal, theperlon of the Judge, the 
bringing forth of Lions, and the like,) wherein he enumerates and in¬ 
fills upon the leveral Hcrefies which had infefted the Church till that 
time ; cenfuring and confuting their abfurd opinions, and promifing * a ! 
more diftind and particular confutation of them afterwards. Which 
accordingly he performed in his Dilcourles againft the Jews , againft 
Hermogenes , the Valentinians, Mar cion, Praxeas, and f line oliers of their 
Prolelytes and Dilciples, and lome of the MontaniJlsV lemlelves, wri¬ 
ting a particular Tradt concerning Baptifm, and the ule of Water in it, 
and its neceffity to lalvation, againft .Quintilia a Woman of great note 
and eminency among the followers of Mont anus, what value loever he 
afterwards feemed to put upon that Sect. 

VI. ABOUT the XV. of Severus , Ann. Chr. CCVII.he publifhed his 
Book De Pallio upon this occafion. He had lately left off the Go w, 
the Garment ordinarily worn in all parts of the Roman Empire, and 
had put on the Cloak, the ufual habit of Philolbphers, and of all thole 
Chriftians that entered upon a leverer ftate of life, as we have ftiewn 
in the life of Juft in Martyr. Hereupon he was derided by them of 
Carthage for his lightnels and vanity, in 16 wantonly skipping a Toga ad 
Pallium, from the Gown to the Cloak, latyrically taxinghis inconftancy 
in turning from one courle of life to another . 'To vindicate himlelf he 
writes this Dilcourle, wherein he puts forth the keennels of a Sarcaftic 
W it, and fpreads all the fails of his African eloquence, retorts the cale 
upon his acculers, fliews the antiquity, fimplicity, eafinels, and gra¬ 
vity of his habit, and fmartly upbraids that luxury and prodigality 
that had over-run all orders and ranks of Men. And that this was 
done about this time, and not at his firft taking upon him the profeffion 
of Chriftianity, is judicioully oblerved and urged by Baronius\ , and 1 
more fully proved by the learned Salmafius in his notes upon that Book, ' 
Indeed the circumftances mentioned by * Tertullian do not well fuit with ^ 
any other time, as the prafentis Imperii triplex virtus , which cannot rea- : 
fonably be meant of any, but Severus and his two Sons, Antoninus and 
Get a, whence in leveral ancient inlcriptions they are put together un¬ 
der the title of AVGVST I, and Emperours ; the prelent happineft, 
lecurity, enlargement, and tranquillity of the Roman State, which thefe 
three powers of the Empire had made like a well-cultivated Field, era¬ 
dicate omni aconito hoftilitatis , every poylonous weed of hoftility and fie- 
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dition being rooted up, with a great deal more to the fame purpofe. W hich 
ewdent.y refers both to liis Conqueft of Pefcennius Niper, who ufiirped 
the Empire, and whom he overthrew and killed at CyHcum in the Eaff 
t mhx'orm. and to his lad years Victoiy ( as t Enfcbius places it) over Clodius Albinas 
aiwd.Av. and his Party, whom he fubdued and (lew at Lyons in Frame for at¬ 
tempting to make himfclf Emperour, as afterwards he came into Bri- 
*spvt.hvit. taw, ( maximumejus Imperii Decas , as the * Hiltorian (tiles it, tile ^reateft 
“ onour a , n( i ornament of his Empire) where he conquered the Na¬ 
tives, and recured his Conquefts by the famous Piets Wall which lie 
built: by which means he rendred the State of the Roman Empire pa- 
cate and quiet. At the fame time we may luppofe it was that Tertidlian 
was made Presbyter of Carthage , and that that was the particular occa- 
hon or altering lus habit, and affuming the Philolophic Pallium the 
Clergy of thole times being generally thole who took upon them an A- 
jcctic courfe of life, and for which realon doubtlefs the Cloak is called bv 
Tertnlltan , in his Dialed ( 4 ), Sacerdos Sugge/lus , the Prieftly habit. Ac- 
(h) cb'OK. ad cordingly (£) Eufebius takes notice of him this very year as becoming iT 
An. ccviii . mous in the account and efteem of all Chriftian Churches & 

x;tt nr?rAn i- /> . « . . 


VII. BEPORE S events left Rome in order to his Brit ante expedition ' 
were lolemnized the Dcccnnalia of Antoninus Caracalla , when belidcs 
many magnificent Sports and Shews, and a Largefs bellowed upon the 
1 eople, the Emperour gave a Donative to the Souldiers, which every 
(A T)t cmn ° ne 1 ^ r f ce *y ec l> was t0 comc U P to the Tribune with a Laurel Crown 
MUit.cn. f.' up°n bis head. Among the reft there was one a (c) Chriftian, who 
ico. brought his Crown along with him in his hand, and being asked the 
realon why like others he wore it not upon his head ? anlwercd lie 
could not, tor that he was a Chriftian. A Council of War was prdenrly 
called, and the Man accufed before the General, dripped of his Military 
ornaments, his Cloak, Shoes, and Sword, unmercifully beaten, till he was 
died in his own blood, and then call into prilon, there expedin^ Mar¬ 
tyrdom, and a better donative and reward from Chrift. Thcreftof 
the Chriftians, who were Fellow-Souldicrs. in the lame Army, took of¬ 
fence at his over-nice fcrupuiolity. What was this but needlelly 
to betray their liberty, and to Sacrifice the general quiet and peace of 
Chriftians to one man’s private humour? to give the commo 1 En^my 
too juft a provocation to fall upon them ? where did the Laws of their 
Religion forbid fuch an innocent compliance, nay rather not only give 
leave, but command us prudently to decline a danger, by withdrawing 
from it? what was this but a fturdyand an aftefted Angularity, as if he 
had been the only Chriftian ? Tertidlian, whole mighty zeal en^ed 
him to be a Patron to whatever had but the fiiadow of ftriftnefs amffe 
venty, prefcntly fet himfclf to defend the faft, and wrote his Book 
De Corona Mittis, wherein he cries up the Ail as an heroic piece of 
Zeal and Chriftian Magnanimity, not only warrantable, but honoura- 
ble, not only lawful, but juft and ncceffary, fortifying bis alfertion 
With leveral arguments, and endeavouring to difable the moft fpecious 
objections that were made againft it. This Military Aft, and 7 WWs 
vindication of it, hapnedf as we have here placed it ) Ann. Chr. CCVIII 
Sever. X VI. while others refer it to the year CXCIX. Sever. VII. when 
tlie Emperour by the decree of the Senate created his elder Son Amo - 
mnus Emperour, and his younger Get a, Cafar , inteftimony whereof he 
entertained the People with various Shews and Solemnities, and be. 
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Rowed a Donative upon the Souldiers. If the Reader like this period of 
time bettei , I will not contend with him, it being what I mylelf upon 
lecond thoughts do not think improbable. 1 

VIII. BUT let him that thinketh he ftandeth , take heed left he fall. Ter - 
tAhan, who had hitherto Rood firm and right in the Communion of the 
Catholic Church, began now, about the middle of his Age, fays * S. Hie- * n-s-mt A 
rom ( which I am inclinable rather to underRand of his Age as aChri- 
Rian, than the current of his life 7 to incline towards the errors of the 
Mon tan 1 ft s , Of which before we give an account, it may not be amifs 
a little to enquire into the Author and Principles of that Sell, i Mont a- + va. Script, 
tms was born at Ardaba, a little Village in Myfia in the confines of Pbyr- 
gia, where about the latter times of Antoninus Pius , but elpecially in V 6 #** 
the Reign of his Succellor, he began to fliew himfclf. Pride and an im- ,'s !?/* 
moderate ambition betrayed the man into the fnare and condemnation of 
the Devil. At which breach Satan having entred, took potfellion of nulli, 
the man, who acted by the influence of an evil Spirit, was wont on a liid- de 
dain to fall into Knthufiailic firs and EcRatic raptures, and while he was 5 ‘‘ 

m them, in a furious and a frantic manner he poured out wild and un- * 
heard of things, prophefying of what was to come in a way and Rrain 
that had not been ufed hitherto in the Church. Profclytes he wanted 
not, that came over to his Party. At fir ft only Ibme few of his Country¬ 
men, the Phrygians (whence his Seft derived the title of Cat aphryges) were 
drawn into the fnare, whom hcinftru&cd in the Arts of Evil lpeakin^ 
teaching them to reproach the whole Chriftian Church for refilling to en¬ 
tertain and honour his Plcudo-Prophetic Spirit, the fame Spirit on the con¬ 
trary pronouncing them blefted that joyned thcmfelves to this new Pro¬ 
phet, and fwcfling them with the mighty hopes and promiles of what 
lliould happen to them, fometimes alio gently reproving and condemning 
them. Among the reft of his Dilciples two Women were Specially remaN 
kable, Prifca, and Maximilla, whom having firft corrupted, he imparted 
his Damon to them, whereby they were prelently enabled to utter the 
moft frantic incoherent and extravagant Dilcourles. The truth is he 
fcemed to lay his Scene with all imaginable craft and lubtlety j in the 
great and foundation-principles of Religion he agreed with the Catho¬ 
lics, embraced entirely the holy Scriptures, and pretended that he mult 
receive the gifts of Divine Grace extraordinarily conferred upon him 
which he gave out were more immediately the Holy Ghoft: he made 
a Angular fliew of Ionic uncommon rigours and fcverities in Religion, 
gave Laws for more ltrift and lolemii bafts, and more frequently to he 
obferved, than were among the Orthodox, taught Divorces to he law¬ 
ful, and forbad all lecond mamages, called P<pitva and lymium , two 
little Towns of Phrygia , Jerufalem , that 16 he might the more plaufibly 
invite Ample and unwary Profclytes to flock thither. And becaule 
he knew no Purer way to oblige fuch perlons as would be lerviceablc 
to him, than by Propofals of gain and advantage, lie ufed all method* 
of extorting money from his deluded followers, elpecially under the 
notion of Gifts and Offerings, for which purpofe he appointed Colle- 
£tois to leceive the Oolations that were brought in, with which he 
maintained under-Officers, and paid Salaries to thole that propagated his 
DoQ:rines up and down the World. Such were the Arts, luch the Princi¬ 
ples of the Se6l firft Rarted by Montanas ; what additions were made by 
his followers in afcer-Agcs,I am not now concerned to. enquire. 

IX. A L L U- 
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IX. ALLURED with the fmooth and fpecions pretences of this 
Sc£l, Tertullian began to look that way, though the particular occafion 
* Vbi fupra] of his ftarting afide, * S. Hierom tells us, was the envy and reproaches 
met with from the Clergy of the Church of Rome. They that 
conceive him to have fued for the See of Carthage , vacant by the death 
of Agrippinus y and that he was oppoled and repulled in it by the Clergy 
of Rome and fo highly relented the affront, as thereupon to quit the 
Communion of the Catholic Church, talk at random, and little confider 
the mortified temper of the Man, and his known contempt of the World. 
Probable it is, that being generally noted for the excelfive and over- 
rigorous ftri&nels of his manners, he had been charged by lome of the Ro¬ 
man Clergy for compliance with Mont anus , and it may be admonilhed 
to recant, or difown thofe Principles. Winch his ftubborn and relo- 
lute temper not admitting, he was together with Proclus and the reft 
of the Cataphrygian Party cut off by theBilhopof Rome from all Com¬ 
munion with that Church. For there had been lately a deputation 
held at Rome between Cains , an ancient Orthodox Divine, and Proclus, 
f Lib. 6 e. 20. one of the Heads of the Montanifi Party ( as f Eufebius who read the 
p.222.1. 2. c. account of it publifhed by Cains , informs us ) wherein Proclus being 
ran. He ° script", worfted, was together with all the followers of that Sett excommuni- 
inejio. * cated, and Tertullian himlelf among the reft, as he fufliciently * intimates. 
l D <rr' e ' U Tllis > a Man of a mor °fe and unyielding difpofition , and who could* 
brook no moderation that leemed to intrench upon the Difcipline and 
Praftice of Religion, could not bear, and therefore making light of the 
judgment and cenfures of that Church, flew off, and joined himlelf to 
Mont anus hb Party, whole pretended aufterities leemed of all others 
moft agreeable to his humour and genius y and moft exactly to conlpire 
with the courfe and method of his life. But as it cannot be doubted 
that be looked no further than to the appearances and pretenfions of 
that Se& ( not feeing the corrupt Springs by which the Engine was ma¬ 
naged within ) fo it is moft rcalonable and charitable to conceive, that 
he never underftood their principles in the utmoft latitude and extent 
of them. If he feems fometimes to acknowlcge Mont anus to be the 
Paraclete that was to come into the World, probably he meant not 
lomething diftind from the Holy Spirit bellowed upon the Apoflles 
but a mighty power and extraordinary afliftance of the Holy Ghoft filed 
upon Montanus, whom God had Pent into the World, more fully and 
perfe&ly to explain the Do&rines of theGofpel, and to urge the rules 
and inftitutions of the Chriftian life, which our Lord had delivered 
when he was upon Earth, but did not with the greateft accuracy the 
things were capable of, the minds of Men not being then duly qualified 
to receive them. That for this end he thought Mont arms in veiled with 
miraculous powers and a Spirit of Prophecy ( a thing not unufual even 
in thofe times ) and might believe his two Prophetelfes to be aaed with 
the lame Spirit. All which might confift with an honeft mind, impofed 
upon by crafty and plaufible pretences. And plain it is that for lome 
confiderable time Montanus maintained the reputation of great piety 
zeal, lanttity, and extraordinary gifts, before he was dilcovered to the 
World. And Tertullian in all likelihood had his accounts concerning 
him, not from himlelf, but from Proclus , or lome others of the Party^ 
vyho might eafily delude him, elpecially in matters of fad, with falfe in¬ 
formations. However nothing can be more evident, than that lie 

looked 
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looked * uponthefe new Prophets as innovating nothing in the Princi- *&7ej™.hc- 
pies of Chriftianity, that Montanus Preached no other God, nor affert- cltJt ' 
ed any thing to the prejudice of our blelfed Saviour, nor fubverted 
any rule of Faith or Hope, but only introduced greater feverities than 
other men; that he was not the Author, but the reftorer of Difcipline, 
and only reduced things to that ancient ftridnels , from which he fup- 
pofed they had degenerated, efpecially in the cafes of ccelibacy, Angle 
marriages, and fuch like, as he f more than once particularly tells us. + vuiAeMu 
Not to fay, that Montanus his followers (as is ufual with the after-brood nogm'c. i.p. 
of every Sed) afferted many things, which their Mailer himfelf never 
dreamt of, which yet without diftindion arc laid at his door, and Tertullian jtjJ.c.i 2 .;. 
too becaufe a favourer of the Party , drawn into the guilt, and made lia- S5»- 
ble to many improvements, to the Hay and Stubble which the Succeffors 
of that Sed built upon it. 

X. BUT however it was, he ftomached his Excommunication, and 
was highly offended at the looliiels and remifiiels of the Difcipline 
among the Catholics, whom with great lmartnels he perfecutes under 
the name of Pfychici, or Animal perfons, as thole that took too much 
liberty in their manners and pradices of Devotion, Ailing his own Party 
Spirit ales , as whom he thought more immediately guided by the Spirit, 
more plentifully endowed with the gifts of it, and converfant in a more 
divine and fpiritual life. Again ft thefe Pfycbici he prefently publifhed 
a Trad De Jejuniis , wherein he defends the Montanijlsm the obferva- 
tion of their Falls, their abftinence from Flefli, and feeding only upon 
dried meats, their Stationary days, and the keeping them till the very 
evening , while the Orthodox broke up theirs about three of the 
Clock in the afternoon; in all which refpeds he makes many tart and 
fevere refledions upon them. Indeed the devotions of thofe times 
were brisk and fervent, their ulages llrid and pundual, their Ecclefia- 
ftic Dilcipline generally very rigid and extreame, Ibldom admitting per- 
Ions that had lapfed after Baptilin to Penance and the Communion of 
the Church. But this was looked upon by moderate and fober men 
as making the gate too ftrait, and that which could not but difeourage 
Converts from entering in. Accordingly it began to be relaxed in feve- 
ral places, and particularly , the Bifhop of Rome * had lately publifhed 
a conftitution, wherein he admitted perfons guilty of Adultery and For- ri 
nication (and probably other crimes) to a place among the Penitents. 

Againft this Tertullian florins, cries up the feverity of the ancient Dif¬ 
cipline, writes his Book De Pudicitia , wherein he confiders and difputes 
the cafe, and aggravates the greatnelsof thofe offences, and undertakes 
the Arguments that pleaded for remiflion and indulgence. And if in 
the mentioning of this Decree the Bifhop of Rome be Ailed Epifcopus Epif 
copornm, the Champions of that Church before they make fuch advan¬ 
tage of it, fhould do well to prove it to have been a part of the Decree, 
or, if it was, that it was mentioned by Tertullian ns his juft right and pri¬ 
vilege, and not rather ( which is infinitely more probable ) Tertullian s 
Sarcalm, intended by him as an Ironical refkaion, and a tart upbraiding 
the Pride and Ambition of the Bifhops of that Church, who took too 
much upon them, and began ( as appears from Pope Victors carriage to¬ 
wards the Churches in the calc of Eajler ) to domineer over their 
Brethren, and ufurp an infolent Authority over the whole Chriftian 
Church. And that this was his meaning, I am abundantly fatisfied from 
k e Cyprian 
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t . A Tt Cypr ' * Cyprians ufing the phrafe in this very fenfe in the famous Synod at Car¬ 
thage , where reflecting upon the rafh and violent proceedings of the Bi- 
fhopsof Rome (whom though he particularly names nor, yet all who 
are acquainted with the Story know whom he means ) againft thofe 
who were engaged in the caufe of re-baptizing Heretics, he adds, “ That 
“ as for themlelvcs ( the Bifhops then in the Synod ) none of them made 
“ himfelf Bifljop of Bifljops, or by a tyrannical threatning forced his Coi- 
“ leagues into a neceiTity of compliance: fince every Bifhop according 
4 4 to the power and liberty granted to him, had his proper juriiai&ioiT 
“ and could no more be judged by another, than lie himfelf could judge o- 
“ thers. b 

XI. WHETHER ever he was reconciled to the Catholic Com- 
munion ’ a PP ears not * >tis certain t,lat for the main he forfook the f Cat a. 

Tm.lcd. 31. Phrygians, and kept his feparate meetings at Carthage, and his Church was 
yet remaining till St. Auguftin s time, by wliofe labours the very reliques 
of his followers, called Tertullianifts , were difperfed, and quite dilap. 
peared. How long he continued after his departure from.the Church is 
* Di scrip, in not known ; St. Hierom * fays that he lived to a very decrepit Age but 
Tvt:d ' whether he died under the Reign of Alexander S ever us, or before’ the 
Ancients tells us not, as neither whether he died a natural or violent 
death. He feems indeed to have been poflefled with a paflionate delire 
of laying down his life for the Faith; though had he been a Martyr 
1'ome mention would without perad venture have been made of it in /he 
Writings of the Church. 

XII. HE was a Man of a fiuart and acute wit, though a little too much 

f Lot. chat. edged with Keennefs and Satyrifm, acris & vekementis ingenii , as i S. Hie¬ 

rom characters him, one that knew not how to treat an adverlary with¬ 
out fait and fharpnefs. He was of a ftitf and rugged difpofition, a rimd 
Cenfor, inclined to Choler, and impatient of oppofition , a ftritf obier- 
ver of Rites and Difcipline, and a zealous after of the higheft ri°ors 
and moft nice feverities of Religion. His learning was admirable 
wherein though many excelled, he had no Superiours, and few equals in 
Mag the Age he lived in : Tertulliano quid eruditius, quid acutins ? fays S. * Hie - 
ontor.p.328. rem , who adds that his Apology, and Book againft the Gentiles took in all 
•J- cownonit. the trcafurcs of Humane Learning, i Vincent ins of St. Lerin gives him 
adv.H-tnf.eaf, this notable Elcgium. “ He is juftly ( fays he) to be efteemed the Prince 
24,f,5 *’ 60 ‘ “ among the Writers of the Latin Church. For what more learned ? 

“ who more converlant both in divine and humane Studies ? who by a 
“ ftrange largencfs and capacity of mind hath drawn all Philofophy , and 
“ its feveral Setts, the Authors and Abettors of Herelies with all their 
“Rites and Principles, and the whole circumference of Hiftory and all 
“ kind of Study within the compafs of his own bread. A Man of fiich 
“ quick and weighty parts , that there was fcarce any thing which he 
“let himfelf againft, which he did not either pierce through with the 
u acumen of his Wit, or batter down with the ftrength and folklity of 
“ his Arguments. Who can fufficiently commend his Difcourfes, fb thick 
“ fet with Troops of Reafons, that whom they cannot perfwade, they are 
“ready to force to an aiTent? who hath almoft as many lentences as 
“words, and not more periods, than Victories over thofe whom he hath 
“ to deal with. 

XIII. FOR his Books, though time In s devoured many, ycta^reat 
number ftill remain, and fome of them written after his withdrament 

from 


2 I I 


The Life of Tertullian. 

from the Church. Hisftile is for the moft part abrupt and haughty 
and its face full of ancient wrinkles, of which * Laftantius long fine/ * n[> ejP 
gave this cenfure, that though he himfelf was skilled in all poTnts of * 

Learning; yet his ftile was rugged and uneafie, and very obfeure; as 

indeed it requires a very attentive and diligent, aftiarpand lagacious un- 
derftanding, yet is it lofty and mafeuline, and carries a kind of maje- 
ftic eloquence along with it, that gives a pleafant relifh to the judicious 
and inquifitive Reader. It is deeply tinttured with the African Dialett, 
and owes not a little of its perplexednefs and obfeurity to his converfing 
io much in the Writings of the Greeks , wliofe forms and idioms he had 
fo made his own, that they naturally flowed into his pen; and how 

great a Mafter he was of that Tongue is plain, in that himfelf t tells us tneBapufr. 

he wrote a Book concerning Baptifm , and fome others, in Greek ; £ **•/>■ 230, 
which could not but exceedingly vitiate and infett his native ftile, and pf%T' e '*' 
render it lefs fmooth, elegant, and delightful, as we fee in Ammianus 
Marcelliuus , who being a Greek born, wrote his Roman Hiftory in Latin, 
in a ftile rough and unpleafant, and next door to Barbarous. Befides 
what was in it felf obfeure and uneven, became infinitely worfe by the 
ignorance of fucceeding Ages, who changed, what they did not under¬ 
fund, and crowded in fpurious words in the room of thofe which were 
proper and natural; till they had made it look like quite another thing 
than what it was, when it firft came from under the hand of its Author. 

XIV.HIS errors and unfound opinions are frequently noted by 
St. Augnjlin and the Ancients, ( not to mention later Cenfors ) and Pame¬ 
las has reduced his Paradoxes to thirty one, which together with their 
Explications and Antidotes he has prefixed before the Editions of his 
Works. That of Mont anus his being the Paraclete, we noted before , 
and for other things relating to that Sett, they are rather matters con¬ 
cerning Order and Difcipline, than Articles and Points of Faith. It 
cannot be denied but that he has fome unwarrantable notions, common 
with other Writers of thofe Times, and fome more peculiar to himfelf. 

But he lived in an Age, when the Faith was yet green and tender, when 
the Church had not publickly and fblemnly defined things by explicit Ar¬ 
ticles, and nice Propofitions, when the Philofophy of the Schools was 
mainly predominant, and Men ran immediately from the Stoa and the 
Academy to the Church, when a greater latitude of opening was indul¬ 
ged, and good Men were infinitely more folicitou£ about piety and a good 
life, than about modes of Speech, and how to exprefs every thing fo cri¬ 
tically and exattly, that it ftiould not be liable to a fevere ferutiny and 
examination. 
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His Writings. 


Genuine. 

-Apologetic us. 

jid Nat tones, Libri II. 

De Tejtimonio Anima. 

Ad Scapulam. 

De Spetfaculis. 

De ldololatria. 

De Corona. 

De Pa/lio. 

De Pcenitentia * 

De Oratione. 

Ad Martyres. 

De Patientia. 

De cultu faeminarttm , Lib. II. 
Ad T)xorem y Lib. II. 

De Virginibus Velandis. 
Adverjus Judaos. 

De Prafcriptione Haretico - 

rum. 

De Baptifmo. 

Adverfus Hermogenem . 
Adverftts Valentinianos. 

De Anima. 

De Came Chrifli. 

De Rcfurrettionc Carnis. 
Adverjus Marcionem , Lib. V. 
Scorpiace. 

Adverftts Praxeam. 


Libri Poft Lapfum in Monta- 
nifum fcripti. 

De Exbortatione Cajlitatis. 
De Monogamia. 

De fagain Perfecut tone . 

Lk Jejuniis. 

De Pudicitia. 

Suppofititious. 

Poemata. 

Adverftts Marcionem) Lib. V, 
De jttdicio Domini. 

Genefis. 

Sodom a. 

Not Extant. 

De Paradifo. 

De Spe Fidelittm. 

Lte Ecjlafi. 

Adverftts Apolloniani. 

Adverfus Apellecianos. 

De Vejlibus Aaron. 

De Cenfu Anima. 

Graece. 

De Corona. 

De Virginibus Velandis. 

De Baptifmo. 
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mens Alexandrinus. His Jnfitution under Ammonius. Ammonius. 
who. His fame and excellency confeffed by the Gentile Philolophers. 
Another Origen his contemporary: Thefe two heedlefly confounded. 
His Fathers Martyrdom, and the Conffcation of his EJlate. OrigenV 
rejolute encouragement of his Father. His oivn paffionate defire of Martyr¬ 
dom. His maintenance by an honourable Matron of Alexandria. His 
zeal againjl Hereticks. His fetting up a private School. His fucceeding 

Clemens in the Catechetic School at eighteen years of Age. The frequency 
of his Auditors. Many of them Martyrs for the Faith. Origen’/ rejo- 
lutionin attending upon the Martyrs . His danger. His couragiotis aft 
at the Temple of Serapis. His emafculating himfelf and the reafous of 
it. The eminent Chajlity of thofe Primitive times. Origen’/ ’Journey 
to Rome and return to Alexandria. His taking in a Colleague into the 
Catechetic Office. His learning the Hebrew Tongue. The prudent 
method of his Teaching. Ambrofius Converted. Who he has, His 
great intimacy with Origen. Origen fent for by the Governor of Ara¬ 
bia. His Journey into Paleftin, and teaching at Cslarea. Remanded 
by the Biffiop of Alexandria. Alexander Sever us his excellent virtues, 
and kindnejs for the Chriflian Religion. Origen fent for by the Emprefs 
Mammaea to Antioch. He begins to write his Commentaries. How many 
Notaries, andTranfcrtbers employed, and by whom maintained. Nota¬ 
ries, their Original and Office : Their ufe and inflitution in the Primi¬ 
tive Church. His Journey into Greece. His pajfage through Paleftin, 
and being ordained Presbyter at Cadarea. Demetrius of Alexandria 
his envy and rage againjl him. Origen condemned in two Synods at 
Alexandria, and one at Rome. The refignation of his Catechetic School 
to Heraclas. Heraclas who. The Story of his offering Sacrifce. The 
credit of this Jlory quejlioned, and why. His departure from Alexandria., 
and fixing at Caelarea. The emincncy of his School there. Gregorius 
Thaumaturgus his Scholar. His Friendffjip with Firmilian : Firmilian 
who. The Perfecution under Maximinus. Origen’/ Book written to 
the Martyrs. His retirement whither. His comparing the Ter fans of 
the Bible.^ His Tetrapla, Hexapla, *W 0 ftapla, what , and how mana¬ 
ged : A Specimen given of them. His fecond Journey to Athens. Flisgoing 
to Nicomedia, and Letter to Africanus about the Hijlory o/Sulanna. His 
confutation of Beryllus in Arabia. His anfver to Ceffus. Cellus who. 
Origeii’/ Letters to Philip the Emperor. 7 he vanity of making him a 
Chrifian. Origen 7 s journey into Arabia to refute Herefes. The Helce- 
fliitae who : What their Principles. Alexander’/ Miraculous Ejection to 
the See of Jerufalem. ^ His Coadjutor-flip, Government , Sufferings, and 
Martyrdom. Origen’/ grievous Sufferings at lyre under the Decian 
Perfection. His deliverance out of Prifon ; Age, and Death. His 
Character. His ft riel life. His mighty zeal, abjlinence , contempt of 
the World, indefatigable diligence, and patience noted. His natural 
parts: incomparable learning. His Books, and their feveral Claffes. 
His file, what. His unfound Opinions. The great Out-cry againjl 
hint in all Ages. The Apologies written in his behalf. Several things 
noted out of the Ancients to extenuate the charge. His affertions not 
Dogmatical, not intended for public view. Generally, fitch as were not 
determined by the Church. His Bdooks corrupted, and ly whom. His 
own complaints to that purpofe. TbeTeffimonies.of Athanafius, and Thco- 
timus, and Haymo in bis vindication. Great errors and n/iflakes ac¬ 
knowledged 
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knowledges What things contributed to them. His great kindnefs for 
the llatomc Principles. St. Hierom’/ moderate cenjure of him. His 
repenting of his rajh Propofit ions. His Writings enumerated, and what 
now extant . 

I. IG E N, called alio Adamantius ( either from the 

WipSSvip unwearied temper of his mind, and that ftrength 
M r 5 a ^ n wherewith he compared his Dilcourles, 

or his Hrmnefs and conftaney in Religion, notwith- 
ft anc h n g all the alfaults made againft it) was born 
at Alexandria, the known Metropolis of Egypt; 
un left we will fuppole, that uponlbme particular 
Tumult or Perfection raifed againft the Chriftians in that City, 
his Parents fled for refuge to the Mountainous parts thereabouts, 
where his Mother vvas delivered of him, and that thence lie was called 
Origenes, quajj cr epet $>rn 0 «s ( which moft conceive to be the Ety¬ 
mology of his name ) one born in the Mountains. But whether that 
be the proper derivation of the word, or the other the particular oc- 
cafion of its impofition, let the Reader determine as he pleale. How¬ 
ever I believe the Reader will think it a much more probable and rea- 
fonable conje&ure, than what one* fuppofes, that he was fo called be- 
caufe born of holy Parents; the Saints in Scripture being ( as he tells 
us ) fometimes metaphorically ftiled Mountains. The firft and the laft 
I dare fay that ever made that conje&ure. A learried Man i fuppofes 
him rather ( and thinks no doubt can be made of it ) fo called from Orus, 
an Egyptian word, and with them the title of Apollo or the Sun ( from 
no queftion, which fignifics light or fire ) one of their Principal Dei¬ 
ties. Hence Orus, the name of one of the Egyptian Kings, as it has been 
alio of many others. And thus as d™ 7 y Aio> comes Diogenes, one bom 
of Jupiter, fo dm i nZ v f 3 p» is derived Origenes, one delcended of Or or 
Orus, a Deity folemnly Worfhipped at Alexandria. Aconje&ure that 
might have commanded its own entertainment, did not one prejudice 
lye againft it, that we can hardly conceive lo good a Man, and lo fevere a 
Chriftian as Origen' s Father, wouldimpofea name upon his Child, for 
which he mult be beholden to an Heathen Deity, and whom he might 
fee every day worfhipped with the moft fottifli Idolatry, that he fhould 
let him perpetually carry about that remembrance of Pagan Idolatry in 
his name, which they fo particularly and lo folemnly renounced in their 
Baptifin. But to return. 

II. HE was horn about the year of our LordCLXXXVI. being k> 
ver.tecn * years of age at his Fathers death, who fullered, Ann. Chr. CCII. 
Severi X. His Father was Leonides, whom Suidas f and lome others 
(without any authority, that I know of, from the Ancients ) make a 
Bifhop : to be fure he was a good Man, and a Martyr for the Faith. In 
his younger years he was brought up under the tutorage of his own 
* Father, who inftru&ed him in all the grounds of humane literature,and 
together with them took efpecial care to inftill the principles of Religion, 
leafoning his early age with the notices of divine things, fo that like 
another Timothy, from a Child he knew the holy Scriptures, and was tho¬ 
roughly exercifed and inftru&ed in them. Nor was his Father more 
diligent to infinuatc his inftru&ions, then the fubjebt he managed was 
capable to receive them. Part of his daily task was ro learn and repeat 
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lome parts of the holy Scriptures, which he readily difeharged. But nor 
fatisfied with the bare reading or recital of them, he began to t quire 
more narrowly into the more profound fenfe of them, often importuning 
his Father with queftions, what fuch or fuch a paffage of Scripture meant! 
The good Man though feemingly reproving his buiie forwardnefs, and 
admonifhing him to be content with the plain obvious fenfe, and not to 
ask queftions above his age, did yet inwardly rejoyce in his own mind, 
and heartily blefs God that he had made him the Father of fuch a Child. 
Much ado had the prudent Man to keep the exuberance of his love and 
joy from running over before others, but in private he gave it vent, fre¬ 
quently going into the Chamber where the Youth lay alleep, and reve¬ 
rently killing his naked Bread:, thetreafury of an early piety and a divine 
Spirit, reflected upon himfelf how happy he was in fo excellent a Son. 
So great a comfort,lo invaluable a blefling is it to pious Parents to lie their 
Children Petting out betimes in the way of Righteoufnefs, and facing in 
Religion almoft with their Mothers Milk. ^ ° 

III. HAYING palled over his paternal education, he was put to 
perfebt his Studies under the Inftitution of Clemens Alexandrinm, then 
Regent of the Catechijl School at Alexandria , where according to the 
acutenefs of his Parts, and the greatnefs of his Induftry he made vaft 
improvements in all fort of Learning. From him he betook himfelf to 
Ammonias, who had then newly fet up a Platonic School at Alexandria , 

* HTmii. t. and had reconciled * thofe inveterate feuds and differences that had 

fJH] Phi been between the Schools of Plato and Arijlotle , and which had reigned 
cod. ccxiv. among their Difeiples till his time, which he did (fays my Author j b- 
codx-cLuot. ctPW'S.ro r, out of a divine transport for the 

1381. ‘ ’ truth of Philofophy, defpifing the little opinions, and wrangling con¬ 
tentions of peevifh Men , and propounding a more free and generous 
kind of Philofophy to his Auditors. Among whom was our Orhen, 
as Por Ph ) 7 1 befides others witnelles, who faw Origen when himfelf was 

220.uj.hf. but a Youth. This Ammonias was called Saccas, (from his carrying 
Pro t! T"' ? * Sacks oi Com u Pon his Back, being a Porter by imployment, before 

* vTd. Tmlu he betook himfelf to the Study of Philofophy ) one of the moll learned 
hco.cit.it. and eloquent Men of thole times, a great Philofopher, and the chief of 

the Platomc Sebf, and which was above all, a Chriftian , born and 
t Toe. citat. brought up among them, as ft Porphyry himfelf is forced to confcfs; 

though when he tells us, that afterwards upon maturer conlideration, 
and his entring upon Philofophy, lie renounced Chriftianity, and em¬ 
braced Paganifm and the Religion of the Empire, he is as little to be 
credited, and guilty of as notorious afalfhood ( as Enfebius obferves ) as 
when he affirms that Origen was born and bred up a Gentile , and then 
turned off to Chriftianity, when as nothing was more evident, than that 0- 
rigen was born of Chriftian Parents, and that Ammonias retained his Chri- 
ftian and divine Philofophy to the very laft minute of his life, whereof the 
*Av.,tiy, 332 . Books which he left behind him were a Handing evidence. Indeed * Eu- 
zittiamsk tychi “ s 1>atl ' iai ’ ch of Alexandria ( if lie means the fame ; feems to give fome 
dot.not. in Eh- countenance to Porphyry s report, and farther adds, that Ammonias was 
tych.stfi. 23. one of the twenty Bifliops, which Her ac las then Bifhop of Alexandria 
,47> conftituted over the Egyptian Churches, but that he deferred his R elision! 
W hicli Heraclas no fooner heard of, but he convened a Synod of Bilhops 
and went to the City, where Ammonius was Bifhop, where having 
throughly foanned and difeuffed the matter-, he reduced him back again 

to 


to the truth. Whether he found this among the Records of that 
Church, or took it from the mouth of Tradition and Report, is uncer¬ 
tain, the thing not being mentioned by any other Writer. But however 
it was, ’tis plain that Ammonias was a Man of incomparable parts and 
learning, ( a ) Hierocles himfelf ftiles him OeoSiAxw, one taught of God 
and when Plotinus the great Platonifi had* found him out, he (£) told his 
friend in a kind of triumph, that this was the Man whom he had fought 
after. Under him Origen made himfelf perfebt Mafter of the Platonic 
Notions, being daily converfant in the Writings of Plato, Numenius , 
Cron/us, Apollophanes , Longinus , Moderatns, Nicomachm, and the moft 
principal among the Pythagoreans , as alfo of Charemon and Cor nut ns. 
Stoics', from whom (as Porphyry truly enough obferves 1 he learned that 
allegorical and myftical way of interpretation, which he introduced in¬ 
to the Chriftian Dobtrine. 

IV. BESIDES our Adam ant ins, there was another Origen his Con¬ 
temporary, a Gentile Philofopher, honourably mentioned by (V) Longinus 
(d) Porphyry ( e)Hierocles , (f) EunapiuSy (g) Proclus, and others; a Perfon of 
that learning and accurate judgment, that coming ( [h ) one day into 
Plotinus his School, the grave Philofopher was afhamed, and would have 
given place: and when intreated by Origen to go on with his Lebture 
he anfwered with a complement, that a Man could have but little mind 
to fpeak there, where he was to difeourfe to them, who underftood 
things as well as himfelf, and fo after a very fhort difeourfe, broke up 
the meeting. I am not ignorant that moft learned Men have carelefly 
confounded this perfon with our Origen : Whence (i) Holfenius wonders 
why Eunapius fhould make him School-fellow with Porphyryy who was 
much his Junior , whom Porphyry fays indeed he knew, being himfelf 
then very young, and this probably not at Alexandria but at Lyre where 
he was borra, and where Origen a longtime refided. So that his won¬ 
der would have ccafed, had lie confidercd what is plain enough, that 
Eunapius meant it of this other Origen, Porphyry's fellow-Pupil, not un¬ 
der Ammonius at Alexandria, but under Plotinus at Rome. Indeed were 
there nothing elfe, this were enough to diftinguifli them, that the ac¬ 
count given of Origen and what he wrote by Longinus , by Porphyry in the 
life of Plotinus, and others, does no ways agree to our Chriftian Writer. 

V. THE Perfection under Severus in the tenth year of his Reign 
was now grown hot at Alexandria, Latus the Governour daily adding 
fcwcl to the flames, where among the great numbers of Martyrs (k)Leo .i- 
des, Origen' s Father, was firft imprifoned, then beheaded, and his Eftate 
confllcate and reduced into the public Exchequer. During his impri- 
fonment (l) Origen began to difoover a moft impatient defire of Martyr¬ 
dom, from which fcarce any intreaties or confiderations could reftrain 
him. He knew the deplorable eftate wherein he was like to leave his 
Wife and Children, could not but have a fad influence upon his Fathers 
mind, whom therefore by Letters he .paflionately exhorted to perfevere 
unto Martyrdom, adding this claufe among the reft, Take heed, Sir, that 
for our fakes you do not change your mind. And himfelf had gone not only 
to Prifon, but to the very block with his Father, if the Divine Provi¬ 
dence had not interpofed. His Mother perceiving his refolutions, treated 
him with all the charms and endearments of fo affe&ionate a Relation, 
attempted him with prayers and tears, intreating him if not for his own’ 
that at leaft for her fake, and his neareft relatives, he would fpare himfelf 
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All which not prevailing, efpecially after his Father’s apprehenfion, fhe 
was forced to betake her felf to little Arts, hiding all his clod is, that 
meer fhame might confine him to the Houfe. A mighty inftance, as the 
Hiftorian notes, of a juvenile forwardnefs and maturity, and a molt hearty 
affe&ion for the true Religion. _ 

VI. HIS Father being dead, and the ( a ) Eftate feized for the Empe- 
rours ufe, lie and the Family were reduced to great ftraits. When 
behold the Providence of God ( who peculiarly takes care of Widows 
and Orphans, and efpecially the relids of thofe that fuller for him ) made 
way for their relief. A rich and honourable Matron of Alexandria pi¬ 
tying his miferable cafe, liberally contributed to his necefficies, as fhe 
did to others, and among them maintained one Paul of Antioch, a ring¬ 
leader of all the Heretics at Alexandria , who by fubtle artifices had fo 
far inlinuated himfelf into her, that lhe had adopted him to be her Son. 
Origen though he held his livelihood purely at her bounty, would not 
yet comply with this Favourite, not fo much as to join in prayer with 
him, no not when an innumerable multitude not only of Heretics, but 
of Orthodox daily flocked to him, taken with the eloquence of his dift 
courfes. For from his childhood he had religioufly obferved the Rule 
and Canon of the Church, and abominated ( as himfelf expreffes it) 
all heretical Do&rines. Whether this noble Lady upon this occafion 
withdrew her Charity, or whether he thought it more agreeable to the 
Chriftian Rule to live by his own labour, than to depend wholly upon 
anothers bounty, I know not: but having perfected thofe Studies of 
Foreign Learning, the foundations whereof he had laid under the Dif- 
cipline of his Father, he now began to fet up for himfelf, opening a 
School for the profeflion of the learned Arts, where belidcs the good 
he did toothers, he railed a confiderable maintenance to himfelf. And 
though then but a very Youth, yet did not the Grave and the Learned, 
the Piiilolophcrs, and greatelt Mafters of Herefie difdain to be prefenc 
at his Lectures, whole opinions he impartially weighed and examined, 
as himfelf fb) informs us: many of whom of Auditors 0) became his 
Converts, yea and Martyrs for the Faith, as we fliall lee by and by. 

VII. 13 Y this time his fame had recommended him to public notice, 
and he was thought fit, though but eighteen years of age, to be made 
Mafter of the Catechetic School at Alexandria , whether as Colleague 
with his Mafter Clemens , or upon refignation, his Succelfor, is uncer¬ 
tain : the latter teems moft probable, becaufe (d) Enfchins reports that 
Demetrius Bifliop of Alexandria committed the inftruftion of the Cate¬ 
chumens to him only, unlefs we will underftand it of fome private and 
particular School, diftinft from the ordinary Catechetic School, til! Cle¬ 
mens his death, whole Succelfor the Ancients generally make him. Scho¬ 
lars in very great numbers daily crowded in upon him, lb that finding 
he had enough to do, and that his diderent imployments did not well 
confift together, he left off teaching the Arts and Sciences, and gave up 
himfelf intirely to the inftruffing his Difciples in the rudiments ofChri- 
ftianity. Being fettled in this Office, he followed it with infinite dili¬ 
gence, and no lefs fiiccefs. For he not only built up thofe who were 
already Chriftians, but (r) gained over a great number o t' Gentile Philo- 
fophersto the Faith, who embraced Chriftianity with fo hearty and fin- 
cere a mind, as readily to leal it with their Blood. Among which of 
moft note were Plutarch , whom Origen attending to his Martyrdom, 
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was like to have been killed by the People for being the Author of his 
Converfion; Serenas, who was burnt for his Religion, Heraclides and 
Heron , both beheaded, the one while but a Catechumen, the other a No¬ 
vice ; next came a fecond Serenas , who after lie had endured infinite 
torments, loft his Head, and gained a Crown. Nay the weaker Sex al- 
fo put in for a fhare, one Her at s a Catechumen, and Origen s Scholar, being 
as himlelt exprelfes it, f n> fi%7nurt/.cc to 7 P'.a.fivui, baptized by fire, 
left this World, and in thofe flames mounted up to Heaven. Nor was 
Origen fo wholly fwallowed up with the care of his School, as not to 
perform (a) duties of Piety and humanity towards others, efpecially Mar- (.fib. mc 4 . 
tyrs, and thole that were condemned to die. For Aquila , Lntus his 
Succcifor in the Government of Alexandria, that he might do lbmething 
lingular in the entrance upon his place, renewed the Perfecution, which 
was fo fevere, that every one confulted his own fafety, and kept clofe ; 
fb that when the Martyrs were in Prifbn, or led to l'i ial or Execution, 
there was none to comfort them, or minifter unto them. This Office 
Origen boldly took upon him, attending the Martyrs to the very place 
of Execution, embracing and faluting them as they were led along, till 
the enraged Multitude pelted him with fllowers of Stones, and aif hun¬ 
dred times was he in danger of his life, had not the Divine Providence 
immediately interpofed to refeue him. At Jaft they rcfolved to find 
him out, great multitudes befetting his Houfe, and becaufe he had vafl: 
numbers of Scholars, they brought a Guard of Soldiers along with 
them, who hunted him from houfe to houle, fb that no place could afford 
him a quiet refuge. And to this period of time I find fome learned Men 
(and I think very probably ) aferibing that paffage which (b) Epiphanius 0) H.mf. 
reports concerning him, that he was haled up and down the City, revi- LX1V T 22 7. 
led and reproached , and treated witli inlblent fcorn and fury. Once 
having fliavcd his head after the manner of the Egyptian Priefts, they 
fet him upon the fteps of Scrapis\ Temple, commanding him to give 
branches of Palm-trees, as the Priefts tiled to do, to them that went 
up to perform their holy Rites. He taking the branches with a ready 
and unterrified mind, cried out aloud, Come hither, and take the branch , 
not (f an ldol-Templc , but of Chrijl. A piece of courage which I fiippofe 
did not contrioute to mitigate their rage againft him. 

VHI. ABOU r this time he made that famous attempt upon himfelf, 
fo much commended by lome, but condemned by others, his making 
himfelf an Eunuch, which (as appears from (c) Epiphanius') fome of the An- CO Vbi fup. 
dents conceived to have been done by Medicinal applications, which p ’ 228, 
enervated the powers and tendencies of Nature that way: though others, 
and ( d) S. Hierom exprefly, fay it was done with the Knife. But however 00 M 
it was, he did it partly out of a perverfe interpretation (e) of our Saviours of/nff' 
meaning, when he fays, there be fome which make themfelves Eunuchs for 1 92! r 
the Kjngdom of Heavens fake , which he would needs literally under- ff ibhL 
ftand; partly out of a defire to take away all fufpicion of wantonnefs C ' 
and incontinency, which the Gentiles might be apt enough to call upon 
him, when they faw him admit not Men only, but Women into his Dif- 
cipline; befides that hereby he himfelf was fccured from any tempta¬ 
tions to immodeft and irregular embraces. How ftrict and fevere was 
the chaftity of thofe Primitive times, we have /hewed at large in ano¬ 
ther place ; fb great, that (fpjuflin the Martyr tells us of a young Man (f)Jpolog.u. 
of Alexandria , who to convince the Gentiles of the falfhood of that ma- h " ,u 
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licious charge of incontincncv and promilcueus mixtures, which they 
uliuilly laid upon the Chriltians, prelented a Petition to Eahx the Prc- 
fident of Alexandria, defiring his leave that the Phy licians might make 
him- an Eunuch , which the Prelidcnt refilled, as prohibited by the Laws 
of the Rowan Empire } as it was afterwards by feveral Provilb’s and 
Canons of the Church. This lad though Origen endeavoured to con¬ 
ceal from Pome of his Friends, yet did it quickly break out, and Deme¬ 
trius the Bilhop who now admired it as an heroic ad of temperance, and 
an indance of a great and a daring mind, did afterwards load it with all 
its aggravations, and bring it in as an inexculable charge againll him. 

I add no more concerning this than that whatever Origen might do now 
in the vigour of his youth, and through the fprightlinels of his devout 
Zeal, yet in his more conliderate and reduced age he was of another 
mind, condemning (a) Inch kind of attempts, loberly enough expounding 
that pillage of our Saviour, which before he had lb fatally mil’under- 
lfood. 

IX. SEVER VS the Emperour, that violent enemy of Chridians, 
being dead Ann. Chr. C.GYA.Qrigcn (b .had a great delire to lee the Church 
of Rowe , lo venerable for its Antiquity and Renown, and accordingly 
came thither, while Pope Xgp'yrin late Bilhop of that Sc, w'iic.e he 
Raid not long, but returned back to Alexandria and to his accultomed 
Catcchetic office, Demetrius earneltly imporcuning him to relume it. But 
finding the imploymentfc^grow upon him, and lb wholly to engrols Ids 
time, as not to allow him the lcall leiliire for retirement and contem¬ 
plation, and the ltudy of the Scriptures, lo fad did Auditors prcls in 
upon him from morning to night he took in Heraclas , who had been 
his Scholar, a Man vcrlcd both in divine and humane Studies, to be his 
Partner, dividing the work between them, the younger and more un¬ 
tutored Catechumens he committed to him ; the maturer, and thole who 
had been of a longer Handing he referved to be inltructed by himlelf. 
And now he gave up himlelf to a cloler and more accurate Study of 
the Holy Scriptures, which that he might manage with the better fuc- 
cels, he let himlelf to learn the Hebrew Tongue, the true Key to unlock 
the Door, (whereinas (d) S. t'.ierom probably intimates, he was abided 
by the help of Hut Hus the 'Jetvifh Patriarch at that time, at lead in the Rab¬ 
binic Expo Ition of the Scripture,) a thing little underdood in thole 
times, and the place he lived in, and to him who was now in the prime of 
his age, and the Flower of more plealingand delightful Studies, no doubt 
very difficult and unealie. But nothing is hard to an indultrious dili¬ 
gence, and a willing mind. 

X. \ T 0 R did his pains in this, interrupt his activity in his other im- 
ployments ; where he perceived (e) any of his Scholars of more liiiart and 
acute underdandings, he lard indruefed them in Geometry, Arithmetic, 
and other preparatory Inditutions, and then brought them through a 
comde of Pliilofophy, dilcovering the Principles of each Sect, and ex¬ 
plaining the Books of the Ancients, and lometimcs himlelf wilting 
Comments upon them, lo that the very Gentiles cried him up for an 
eminent Philolbpher. Idle ruder and more unpolifhed part of his Au¬ 
ditory he would often exhort to the Study of humane Arts, alluring 
them that they would not a little conduce to the right underdanding of 
the Holy Scriptures. Many flocked to him to make trial of his lamed 
Skill and Learning; others to be indrubted in the Precepts both of Phi- 
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lolbphy and Chridianity. Great numbers of Heretics were his Audi¬ 
tors, lomc of whom lie converted from the error of their way : and 
among the red * Ambrofiu, a Man of Nobility and I«date at Alexandria , 
having been fbduced into the Errors of Mar cion and Valentinus, being 
convinced by Origen s Dilcourles, renounced his former Herdies, and l o1 
returned to the Catholic Doctrine of the Church, and ever after became 
his intimate Friend, his great Patron and Bend'ador. He was a Man of F->23. ‘ -<f " 
neat, elegant parts, and was continually prompting Origen to explain and 
interpret lome part of the Scripture; as oft as they were together, (as 
(<*) Ongcn himlelf informs us ) lie fullered not a Supper time to pals with- C O 
out dilcourles to this pui pole, nor their very walks and recreations to 
be without them; a great part of the night, belidcs their morning du- ?*>i. e';>. S' 
dies, were lpent upon tilde pious exercifes; their meals and their rdf were 
ulhered in with continual Lectures , and both night and day where ^ ’’ 
Prayer ended, Reading began, as after Reading they again betook them- 
lclves to Prayer. Indeed this Ambrofe was a pious and good Man, and 
though lo great a Perlbn, did not dildain to take upon him the Office of 
a Deacon in the Church, nay to undergo great hardlliips and luberings, 
becoming an eminent Con/ejfor for the Faith. And there is only tins 
blot (^) that I know of, that dicks upon his memory, that when he died Ofthmi.de 
Fell, he remembred not his dear and ancient Friends, whole low and m Av: ~ 
mean condition might well have admitted, as his pains and intimacy 
might defervedly have challenged, a bountiful Legacy to have been be- 
queariied to him. 

XI. ABOUT this time came a (c) MelTengcr from the Governor of CO Eufb.ibid , 
Arabia with Letters to Demetrius the Bilhop, and to the Pnf A of 

Egypt,, defiring that with all fpeed Origen might be lent to impart the 
Chridian Dottrinc to him : lo confiderablc had the lame of this great 
jMan rendred him abroad in Foreign Nations. Accordingly he went 
into Arabia, where having difpatclled his errand, he came back to Alex¬ 
andria. Not long after whole return, the Emperor CaracalL drew life 
Army into thole parts, intending to fall leverely upon that City. To 
avoid whole rage and cruelty Origen thought good to withdraw himlelf, 
and .ot Knowing an) pi ice in Egypt that could alibi'd him flicker, he re- 
tiicu into P and fixed his relidence at C .tf area. Where his excel¬ 
lent abilities being loon taken notice of, lie was requeded by the Bi- 
fliops of tliof parts, though but then in the capacity of a Laic, publicly 
in tiic Ciiurch, and before themlclves to expound the Scriptures to the 
People. T tic news hereof was prefently carried to Alexandria , and 
highly relented by Demetrius , who by Letters expoduluted the cale 
with TheoEfins, Bilhop ol C.efarea , and Alexander of ''jcrnfalcm, as a thin< r 
never heard of ixibre in the Chridian Church ; who in their anFver put 
him in mind, that this had been no fuch unuliial thing, whereof they 
give him particular ini hmces. All which latisiied not Demetrius, who 
by Letters commanded Origen to return, and lent Dea ons> on purpole to 
urge him co it, whereupbn he came back and applied himlelf to hfs 
wonted charge. 

XII. A E E XA A D E R SEVER D S the prelent Emperor in or¬ 
der to his expedition again d the Pa funs, w as come to Antioch, attended 

with his Mother Mammaa, a wile and prudent, and ( lays (T) Eufcbins) a (d) ibide.au 

mod pious and leligious Princcfs, a great influence Ihe had upon her 

Son, whom flic engaged in a mod dridb and condant adminillration of Audch.p.zi^ 
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Juftice, and the affairs of the Empire, that he might have noleifurcto 
be debauched by Vice and Luxury. Indeed he was a Prince of incom¬ 
parable Vertues, Hiftorians reprelenting him as mild and gentle, con> 
paffionate and charitable, fober and temperate, julf and impartial, de¬ 
vout and pious, one advanced to the Empire for the recovery and hap- 
pinefs of Mankind. He was no enemy to Chriftians, whom he did not 
only not perfecute, but favour at every turn ; and in his private Ora¬ 
tory he had among other Heroes the Images of Abraham and of Chrifl , 
and was once minded to have built a Temple to him, and publicly ad¬ 
mitted him into the number of their gods. He highly admired fome- 
precepts of the Chriftian Religion, and from their Difciplinc learned 
lome Rites which lie made ufe of in the Government of the Empire. 
But to return to Mammaa : Being a Syrian born, fhe could not be un¬ 
acquainted with the affairs both of Jews and Chrijlians , and having 
(O&f.ioc cit. heard of the great fame of (a) Origen> was very defirous to fee him, and 
hear him difeourfe concerning Religion, that fhe might know what it 
was, for which the whole World had him in fiich veneration. And 
for this purpole fhe fent for him, ordering a Military Guard to conduCt 
him to Antioch , where he Raid lome connderable time, and having fully 
opened the DoCtrines of our Religion, and given her many demonftra- 
tions of the Faith of Chriftians, to the great honour of God and of Re¬ 
ligion, he was difmiffed, and permitted to return to his old charge at 
Alexandria . 

c ‘ XIII. HENCEFORWARD he let upon writing (£)Commen- 
234 ‘ taries on the Holy Scripture, at the inftigation of his dear friend Awbroji/v, 
who did not only earneftly importune him to it, but furnifh him with 
all conveniences neceffary for it 7 allowing him befidcs his maintenance, 
leven ( and as occafion was, more ) Notaries to attend upon him, who by 
turns might take from his mouth what he dictated to them ; and as ma¬ 
ny Tranfcribersy befidcs Virgins imployed for that purpole, who copied 
put fair, what the others had haftily taken from his mouth. Thefe No- 
taries were very common both among the Greeks and Romans , making 
ule of certain peculiar notes and ligns, either by way of occult or Ihort- 
writing, being able by the dexterity of their Art to take not words 
only but entire lentences. The Original of it is by lome alcribed to 
Tyro Ciceros Servant, by others to Aquila Servant to Mccxnas , by others 
to Ennius , and that it was polifhed and enlarged afterwards , firft by 
Tyroy then by Aquila and fome others. It may be in its firft rudcnels it 
was much more ancient, and improved and perfected by degrees, every 
new addition entitling it felf to the firft invention, till it arrived to that 
CO. ^ J 4 * accuracy and perfe&ion, that (as appears from what (c)Martialfoys in the 
(ff Epigram, cafe, and Aujonius (£) reports of his Amanuenfis ) they were able not only 

36. to keep pace with, but many times to out-run the fpeaker. That they 

were of frequent ufe in the Primitive Church, is without all doubt, be¬ 
ing chiefly imployed to write the Acts of the Martyrs; for which end 
they were wont to frequent the Prilons, to be prefent at all Trials and Exa¬ 
minations ; and if the thing was done intra Velum , within the Secret arinm y 
they ufed by bribes to procure Copies of the Examinations and An!was 
(e^Decoron. ^' om t ^ ie Proconful* sRegifter ; thence they followed the Martyrs to the 
c. 13. p. io 9 ! place of Execution, there to remarque their Lyings and their fufferings. 
(f) E P'ft- This was done in the moft early Ages, as is evident from (r) Term Ilians 

? XXV11, mentioning the FaJH Ecclefu , and from w hat (/) S .Cyprian fays in his Epi- 
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file to the Clergy of his Church, and (g ) Pontius the Deacon in his life; 
where he tells us, that their Fore-lathers were wont to Regifter what- ™*ion S M,ut. 
ever concerned the Martyrdom of the meaneft Chriftian, the Atis where¬ 
of delcended down to his time. Thus (/;) Eufebius Ipeaking of the Mar- 00 Ecci, 1. 
tyrdom of Apollonius in the Reign of Commodus, tells us, that all his An- 5 ,f, 2 I, M 8 ?* 
Iwers and Dilcourfes before the Prelident s Tribunal, and his brave Apo¬ 
logy before the Sena‘e f were contained in the Ads of his Martyrdom, 
which together with others, he had colledcd into one Volume. So that 
the Original of the Inftitution is not without probability referred to the 
times of S. Clemens Bifhop of Rome . All which I the rather note, be- 
caule it gives us a realonable account how the Anlwers and Speeches of 
the Martyrs, the Arguments and Dilcourfes of Synods and Councils, and 
the Extempore Homilies of the Fathers came to be trailin',itted lb intire 
and perfed to us. But I return to Origen y whom we left didating to his 
Notaries , and they delivering it to thole many Tranfcribers that were 
allowed him; all which were maintained at Ambrofins s Idle expence. 

(4) Phot ins indeed makes this charge to have been allowed by Hippolytusy CO cod. 
deriving his miftake it’s plain, from the Greek Interpreter of J) S. Heron/s *f' col ‘ 
Catalogue, who did not rightly apprehend S. Hicroms meaning, and CWrf hu- 
who himfelf fpeaking of Hippolytus f inlcrts this palfagc concerning Am - 
brofe I know not how, and for no other rcalon that I can imagine, but be- 
caulein Eufebius his Hiftory he found.it immediately following the ac¬ 
count that was given of Hippolytus his Works, (d) Epiphanins will have (O 
thefe Commentaries written, and the expences allowed to that purpole LXlv *? ,2a8, 
by Ambrvftus at Tyre , and that for that end he refided there XXVIII. 

.years together. An intolerable miftake, not only difagrecing with 
Eufebius his account, but plainly inconliftcnt with the courle of Origens 
life. And indeed Epiphanins alledges no better an Author than 0 
Aoy<& having picked up the Story from lome vulgar tradition and 
report. His induftry and diligence in tilde Studies was incredible, few 
parts of .the Bible elcaping his narrow and critical relearciies: wherein 
lie attained to fo admirable an accuracy and per¬ 
fection, that (e) S. Hierom himlelf (not always over- , dl f' q \°‘ { vt !* m Ckm ir ! ‘ 

ClVlltO him ) profefles he could be content to bear ptxrmm , jhcci t >;dn:s inugims ;,'Kbr.i\qui 
that load of envy that was call upon his name, lb l f r ™, m: JP r!m di:i , lur ' tirre . rt 

that he had but withall his skill and knowledge • loL' phfi ‘n-»f. ff 

in the Scriptures. A pallage which ( f)Ruffinus after- (fj In f l " v - u - nitron, im a o]nr. /fur. 
wards fmartly enough returns upon him. w,, * 4 ‘ ‘' 22s ' 

XIV. BUT a flop for the prelent was put to this work by fome 
affairs of the Church, which called him into Acbaia, then difturbed with 
divers Iierefles that over-ran thole Churches. And at this time doubt- 
lels it was that he ftaid a while at Athens , where ( as (g) Epiphanins tells us) (A Vlifnpr. 
he frequented the Schools of the Philolbphers, and converled with the p ‘ 221 ‘ 
Sages of that place. In his journey to Acbaia he went through (/;) Palefliney (;) F AA he. 
and took Ca/area in his way, where producing his Letters of recommen- fn- 
dation from DemetrinSy he was ordained Presbyter by Alexander of Je- ' " 

rnfalemy and TheoAiflns Bilhop of Cafarea. Not that this was done by 
any linifter Arts, or the ambitious procurement of Origen himlelf, but 
was intirely the aCl of thole two excellent Perfons, who deligned by 
this means to furnifh him with a greater authority for the management 
of his Embaflie, and to render him more lerviceable to the arlairs of the 
Church. However the tiling was infinitely relented by DemetrinSy as 
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an affront againft his Jurifdiftion* and a contempt of his Authority* and 
now the wind is turned into a bludring quarter, and nothing but ana¬ 
themas are thundred out againft him from Alexandria, Demetrius had 
for fome time born him a iecret grudge, and he takes this occafion to hill 
*£nfeb. ib.c.s. upon him. The truth is, he * envied the honour and reputation which 
?• *°9- Origins Learning and V ertue had railed him in the thoughts and mouths 
of all Men, and wanting hitherto an opportunity to vent his emulation, 
he had now one put into his hand, and accordingly charges him with all 
that fpight and Ipleen can invent, publicly accufing hinu what before he 
admired in him) for making himlelf an Eunuch, and 1<\m. i. vei Jetting 
upon the Bifhops that ordained him. Nay 16 high did I k- railc die Uorni^ 
(*) Pampbii. that he procured Origen to be condemned ( a ) in two icveral Synods, one 
pl1t g cod' of Bifho P s and Presbyters, who decreed tnat he ihould be banilhcd Ale- 
cxvm.' xandriay and not permitted either to live, or teach there: the oilier un- 
c»i. 297. der Demetrius , who with dome Bifhops of Egypt pronounced him to be de¬ 
graded from his Triefthood, his greateft fa vourers luhlcribing the Decree. 
(b)Apud Ruf- (J>) S. Hierom adds, that the greateft part of the Chriftian World confen- 
J Tn'Ltron.il‘ ted t0 this condemnation, and that Rome it felf convened a Synod againft 
moptr.Hiir. him, not lor Herefie or Innovations in Do&rine; but meerly out of 
r. 4 . 225. enV y, as not able to bear the glory and renown of his Learning and Elo¬ 
quence ; feeing while he taught they were looked upon as mute and 
dumb, as the Stars difappear at the pretence of the Sun. And yet all 
this combuftion vanifhed into fmoke, Origen ftill retaining his Prieft- 
hood, publicly preaching in the Church, and being honourably enter¬ 
tained where-ever he came, by the wiler and more moderate party of the 
Church. 

XV. WEARIED out with the vexatious aflaults of his enemies, he re- 
folved to quit Alexandria , where the lentence of the Synods would not 
Puffer him long to abide, having Hrft refigned the Government of his 
CO E«:tb.ib,c. Catechetic School intirely to his Colleague HeracUs (c). This HeracUs was 
26.P.22S. a Q enti j e bom, Brother to Plutarch , who (as before we noted ) fullered 
Martyrdom for the Faith, together with whom he became Origen s Scho¬ 
lar, by whom he was converted, and built up in the Faith, then taken in 
as his Vjher or Partner in the Catechetic Office, afterwards his Succelfor 
and laft of all Bifhop of Alexandria, A Man of unwearied diligence and 
a ftritt life; learned and eloquent, a great Mafter in Philofophy and all 
humane, but elpecially verted in Divine Studies. He retained his Philo - 
fophic habit even after he was made Presbyter of Alexandria , and cealed 
not with a mighty induftry ftill to read over and converte with the Wri¬ 
tings of the Gentiles ; indeed arrived to that fingular fame and reputa¬ 
tion, that Julius Africanus y one of the moft learned Men of thofe times 
(rf) ibid. c.31. came (d) on purpole to Alexandria to lee and hear him. No wonder there- 
P- 2 ? 0 - fore if Origen committed this great care and trufttohim, whole perlo- 
nal merit, and particular obligations as his Scholar, might leem to chal¬ 
lenge it. Before his departure ( for they that refer it to the time of 
Dccins, Ipcak at random, Origen not being then at Alexandria ) an acci¬ 
dent fell out, which (if true) haftned his flight with more lhame and ior- 
row than all the malice of his bittereft enemies could create him. Thus 
(OEpipb.vbi then we are told; (f)fome Gentiles that were his mortal enemies,feized upon 
dt\ t a and reduced t0 tlns drait > that either he Ihould abufe his Body 
Ad '.x. />'. ‘ ’ with a Blackmoor , or do lacriflce to an Idol. Of the two he chote to 
facrifice, though it was rather their ad than his, for putting Frankin- 
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cenfe into his hand, they led him up to the Altar, and forced him to 
throw .tmtothc fire. Which yet drew fo great a blot upon his name 
and denved fo much guilt upon his Confcicnce, that not able to hear the 
public reproach, he immediately left tne City. The credit of this Store 
is not a little fiiaken by the umverfal filence of the more ancient Writer 
in this matter, not (o much as intimated by Eujcbim, Pampbt/as, or On- 
£ e*s own contemporary, Dionyftus of Alexandria-, not ib^cd by his 
greateft advcifancs, as is plain from the Apologies written in his behalf - 
not mentioned by Porphyry who lived in thofe times, and whom we can¬ 
not fuppoie either to have been ignorant of it, or willing to conceal it 
when we find him falfiy reporting of Ammonias, that lie Apolhidzcd’ 
fiom Clmftianity, andot Origen himlelf, that he was born and bred an 
Heathen. In fiiort, not mentioned by any before Epipbamus , and befid -s 
him, not by any elle ot that time, not St. Hierom, Rufinas, Viuotmim 
Lerincnfts ,ot Tbeopbtlus ot Alexandria, lome of whom were enemies 

5T# ,/° I 1 Was r 0t witll0llt fomc plaufibility of R calhn 

that Baronins lufpefted this palfage to have been foilled into Epipbamus *MHm.su. 
S°‘ t0 ll ‘"'c pcen the genuine ilfiie of his I’en. Though in my mind ” XXX[H ' 
Eptphaams himlelf lays enough to make any wile Mail ready to fufpend 
his belief; for he tells + us, that many firrange things were reported con- tns 
cerning Origen, which he himlelf gave no credit to, though he thought + 
good to fet down the reports; and how often lie catches up any com¬ 
mon rumors and builds upon them, none need to be told, that are ac¬ 
quainted with h,s Writings. Nor is it likely he would balk any Story 
that tended to Ongcns dilgrace, who had himfelf fo bitter a zeal and 
fpleen againfi him. I might further argue the improbability of this 
Story from hence, that this being a long timcafterliisfamousemarcu- 
lating of himlelf, which by t,us time was known ail abroad, itisnotrea- 
fonable to fuppofc, that the Heathens Ihould make the protecting 
himlelf m committing Adultery one part of his choice, which his felt? 
contrafted impotcncy and Emuebifm had long fince made impartible to 
him. However fuppofing the matter of Taft to he true, it (bunds not 
more (elpecially confidcring how much there was of force and compi.l- 
fioiim it^to his dilparagement, than his fblemu repentance afterwirds 
made toi hishonoui , and when the defire to prelerve his challity inviola- 
blc is laid m the Scale with his olfermg Sacrifice. , y 

off if P ^ CCXXXI11 - *°”&« left Alexandria, and direainghis * EM.ib.e- 
couik fo. Palefiine, went to his good friend and Patron Tbeocl,fin?Bi- 
jliop of CaJarc’a, and from tticnce tojerufalem , to fa lute Alexander Bi- 
fliopof it, and to vifit the venerable Antiquitiesof that place. And 
here Epipbamus m purluancc of the foregoing Story tells us, thatbeina 
mightily importuned to Preach, he flood up in the Corwrcaation and 
fevnw pronounced thofe words of penitent D«sU, Ba,°n?o tbcLked 

Goajaitb, M bat baft thou to no to acclarc my ftalntcs, and that thou Ibouldll 

take my covenant m thy month? He could goon no further, butlhutthe 
Book, and laid it down, and fitting down, burft out into fighs and tears 
the whole Congregation bearing part with him in that mournful Scene’ 

And to carry on the humour, and make the Story more compleat, after- 
Ages preleut us with a f Dilcourle under his name, called OrigeA Com- t 
plaint. Wherein he paffionately refentsand laments his fall,as a defperatc AAl 
wound to himfelf, a grief to good Men, and an unconceivable dilhonour % W 
to God, and to Religion. And pity it is, if the Story be true, that 
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this Lamentation were not genuine ; but as it is, the beft ground it has 
to fupport it felf, is, that it is calculated to gratiHe a pious fanlie and 
a melting paffion, there being nothing in it otherwile worthy of this 
great Man, and I fear was firft defigned by him that madc.it, as a 
reflexion upon him, and to give countenance to the report that was 
raifed concerning him. From Jerufalem he not long after returned back 
to Csfarea where (as before he had done at Alexandria') he let up a 
* id. ibu. e. * School both for divine and humane Learning, and his great name 
30. p. 229. quickly procured him Scholars from all parts, not only of the Country 
thereabouts, but from the remoteft Provinces. Among which of molt 
remarque were Gregory called afterwards Thaumatnrgus, and his Brother 
Athenodorus , who leaving the Study of the Law, as being more delighted 
with Philofophy and humane Arts, committed themfelves to his con¬ 
duct and tutorage, who firft inftrufted them in Philofophy, and then 
trained them up to a more accurate knowledg of the Chriftian Faith. 
Five years they remained under his Difcipline, when being fufficiently 
enriched with the knowledg of Religion, they returned into Pont us , 
their own Countrey, where they both became Bifljops, and proved emi¬ 
nent Lights and Governors of the Church. During his refidcnce at 
f ibid, e, 27. C fare a, there was a firm intimacy and league \ of fricndfhip contracted 
f 228. between Origen and Firmilian Bifhop of Catfarea in Cappadocia , who had 
fo great a kindnefs for him that fometime he would prevail with him to 
come over into that Province for the edification of the Churches in thole 
parts, fometimes he himfelf would go into JucUa to vifit him, and 
ltay a confiderable while with him to perfect himielf by his fociety and 
converfe. This Firmilian was a Gentleman of Cappadocia , afterwards 
made Bifhop of Catfarea in that countrey. A perfonof great name and 
note, and who held correfpondence with moll of the eminent Men of 
thole times. Few confiderable affairs of the Church, wherein he was 
not concerned either by his prefence or advice. Great Cornells were be¬ 
tween Stephen Bifhop of Rome concerning the Baptifm of heretical per- 
fons, wherein he took part with Cyprian. Fie was twice at Antioch to 
examine the calc of Paul of Samofata Bifhop of that Church, and com¬ 
ing a third time to a Synod convened there for that purpoie, died at Far- 
fus by the way. Nor was Origen admired and courted only by foreign¬ 
ers and young Men who had been his Scholars, but by the grave and 
the wile at home: both Alexander and Theoclijhts, though ancient Bi- 
fhops, did not dildain in a manner to become his Dilciples, committing 
to his fingle care the power of interpreting the Floly Scriptures, and what¬ 
ever concerned the Ecclelialtical Dottrine. 

XVII. IT was now about the year CCXXXV. when Maximinus 
the Thracian fucceeded in the Empire: a Man fierce and ill natured, 
and according to his education bruitifh and cruel. He hated whatever 
¥ Id.ib. c. 28. had relation to his Predeceffor, and becaule the * Chriftians had found 
fome favourable entertainment in his Family, he began firlt with them, 
and efpecially the Bifliops, as the chief pillars and promoters of their 
Religion, whom he every where commanded to be put to death. To 
Nfi/ imtfti contribute toward the confolation of Chriftians in this evil time, Origen 
wrote his Book concerning Martyrdom, which he joyntly dedicated to 

(}v re, ’I»7k, bpt ’ k, ay.okMv ojjf, ^eLpov df bh fyipiviui tfcunkdi 'iv* ad At ou n^mpdi- 

Sm, aZdt <ni f) f n<piav rot avi ttS ovMtjai'irn caaS rif,am*.Tin' x) ixn-fnificu v/Av, Ait 

to v&pnyA* n <70 V yd'O ^ 0 i». Orig Exhort,adMSrtyr. 

pag. 2 co. 


his 


7 be Life of ' O r igen. _ 22 j 

his dear Ambrofms , and to Prototfetus Presbyter of Ctfarea, as who had 
undergone a joint lliare of imprilonment and fufferings under the pre¬ 
lent Perlecution, and had made a glorious and illuftrious confelfion of 
the Chriftian Faith. As for Origen himielf, he is laid to have taken lan- 
£tuary in the houfe of Juliana, a wealthy and charitable Lady, who 
courteoufiy entertained him, and furnifhed him with Books uleful for 
him, particularly with Symmachus * his Verfion of the Old Teftament, * Eufeb. ib. c. 
and his Commentaries in defence of the Eb ionites , particularly levelled * 7 - 
againft S. Matthews Gofpel: Books which Juliana enjoyed as by right of 
inheritance devolved upon her. 

XVIII. WHILE he enjoyed the happy opportunity of this retire¬ 
ment, he more dire&ly applied himielf to what lie had long fince de¬ 
figned, the colle&ing and collating the leveral Editions and Verfions of 
the Old Teftament with the Original Text, which he finished by three 
leveral parts ff, the Tetrapla, the Hexapla, and the Otiapla. In the firft flrf.iWrf.M6. 
( which confidered as a diftind part, was made laft ; were four Tranfia- 
tions, let one over againft another, that of Aqnila , Symmachus , the Septua- dipondtr. & 
gint , and Theodotion j thefe made up the Tetrapla. In the fecond were 
tliele four Verfions difpofed in the lame order, and two other columns dlVmpi. 
let before them, thus; firft the Hebrew Text in its own Letters, then in orig.&SHid. 
a column next adjoining the lame Hebrew Text in Greek characters, uv0C ' One ' 
that they who were ftrangers to the one, might be able to read the other : 
next followed the feveral V erfions of Amila, Symmachus, the Septuagint , 
and Theodotion. And thefe conftitutecl the Hexapla. Where the Septua¬ 
gint being placed after that of Aqnila and Symmachus , gave fome ig¬ 
norant unddeeming perfons occafion to think, that it had been made 
after the two former: whereas it was placed in the middle ( as Epipha- 
mus * informs us ) only as a Standard, by which the goodnefs and fince- *ibid.p.$ 39; 
rity of the reft were to be tried and judged. In the third which made 
til eOtfapla, were all that were in the former, and in the lame manner, 
and two more Verfions, added at the end of them, one called the Fifth 
Edition, found by a Student at Jerufalem in a Hogfhead at Jericho in the 
time of the Emperour Caracalla ; and another ftiled the Sixth Edition , 
found by one of Origen' s Scholars at A T icopolis near Actium, in the Reign 
of AlexanderSeverus. All which in the 0 clap la were difpofed in feve¬ 
ral columns in this order: in the firft column was the Original Hebrew, 
in its native chara£ters, in the next the Hebrew in Greek Letters, in the 
third the tranflation of Aqnila , then that of Symmachus , next the Sept nag nt, 
in the fixth that of Theodotion, and in the two laft that of Jericho, and the 
other of Nicopolis. Indeed plain it is from what f S. Hierom tells us, that f commnt. Ik 
thefe two laft were not compleat and iutire Tranflations, but contained 
only fome parts of the Old Teftament, efpecially the Prophetical Books. 25 ' 9 ‘ 

But whether from hence we may conclude the Hexapla and the Otfapla 
to have been but one and the fame Work, only receiving its different 
title according to tliofe Parts that had thefe two laft Verfions annexed to 
them, I will not fay. Befides thefe there was a Seventh Edition j but this 
belonging only to the Book of Pfalms , made no alteration in the title 
of the whole. The frame and order of this excellent contrivance, the 
Reader will better apprehend by this following Scheme, formed accord- 
ing to a Specimen of the Hexapla extant in Cardinal Barberine's very anci¬ 
ent Manufcript of the Minor Prophets, upon thefe words, When Ifrael 
was a Child , then I loved him, and called my Son out of Egypt, Hof. XI. u 
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And to make the Work more compleat and ufeful, he diftinguilhed the 
* m. t'.mfcri,'.cm,.0n SM „. » additions and deficiences by lbveral marks * 

Edit. met. gr. i. p. 38 1. & Rtfp. ad Ejijt. Ajric. where any thing had been added by the LXX. 
m R 2 ?o Invt " Al ' in HU ‘ befides the Faith of the Original Text, he prc- 

' 4 ' * * fixed an Obelus before it; where any thing was 

wanting, which yet was in the Hebrew , he inferted the words with an 
Afteric t to diftinguifh them from the reft of the Septuagint Tranflation. 

Where 
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Where various Le&ions were confirmed by the greater number of 
Tranflations, he added a note called Lermifcns , where two of them 
only concurred, an Hypolemnifcus. By which means he did right to 
truth, without doing wrong to any. A work of infinite labour and 
admirable ufe, and which was therefore particularly ftiled by the Ancients 
Opus Ecclefu , the Work of the Church, upon the account whereof S. Hie- 
rom * calls him lmmortale illud ingenium, as indeed had there been no- * h Tit /r 
• thing elle, this alone had been fuflicient to have eternized his name, and fipr.en. 
to have rendred him memorable to poftcrity: and how happy had it been, 
had it been prelerved, the lols whereof I can attribute to nothing more 
than the pains and charge, the trouble an.l difficulty of tranferibing it. 

Though lomepart of it, 'viz., the Septuagint was taken out, and publilhed 
more exatt and correft from the faults which had crept into it by tran- 
feribing by Eufebius and Pamphilus afterwards. It was a Work of time, 
and not finifhed by Origen all at once, begun by him at Cafarea, and per¬ 
fected at Tyre, as Epiphanius plainly intimates. 

XIX. FROM Oaf area Origen , upon what occafion I know not, feems 
to have taken a fecond journey to Athens. For during his ftay there, 

we find him finifliing his Commentaries f upon Ezechief, and beginning ± E!l r (b r 
his Expofition upon the Canticles , five Books whereof he there perfe- I2.pl 'zju' 
fted, making an end of the reft at his return to Cafarea. The oppor¬ 
tunity of his journey, it’s conceived by Tome, he took to go to Nicomedia, 
to vifit his friend Anibrojfius , who with his wife and Children at that 
time refided there. While he continued here (which was not long) he 
returned an anfwer to the Letter which he had lately received from 
Julius Africanus concerning the Hiftory of Sttfanna, which Africans by 
fhort but very forcible arguments maintained to be a fi&itious and Ipu- 
rious relation. Origen undertakes the cafe, andjuftifies the Story to be 
fincere and genuine, but by arguments, which rather manifeft the acute- 
nelsof his parts, than the goodnefs of his caufe, and clearly fhewhow 
much Men of the greateft learning and abilities are put to it, when en¬ 
gaged to uphold a weak fide, and which has no truth of its own to 
liipport it felf. It happened about this time that Beryllut (a) Bifiiop of . . r - d .. 
Boftra in Arabia , fell into abfurd and dangerous errors, averting, that (a)r ° * p 
our Lord before his Incarnation had no proper fubftance, no perfonal 
Deity, but only a derivative divinity from his Father. The Bifiiops 
of thole parts met about it, but could not reclaim the Man, whereupon 
Origen s affiitancc was requefted, who went thither, and treated with 
him both in private conferences and in public Synods. His greateft dif¬ 
ficulty was to know what the Man meant, which when he had once 
found out, he plied him fo hard with cogent reafonings and demon, 
ftrations, that he was forced to let go his hold, recant his errors, and re¬ 
turn back into the way of truth. Which done, Origen took his leave, 
and came back for P aleftin. And Beryllut (la), as became a true Convert* (b)fTitm <U 
in feveral Letters gave thanks to Origen for his kind pains in his convi- Script, in'Be- 
&ion, killing the hand that brought him back. r)ll ‘ 

XX. ORIGEN was now advanced (c) above the age of threefcore, (c'EhU.mI 
and yet remitted nothing of his incredible induftry either in preaching 

or writing. A t Ambrofuts his intreaty he took to task Celfns his Book 
againft the ChriftiaiiS' This Lclfus was an Epicurean Philolophcr, con¬ 
temporary with Lucian , the witty Atheift, who dedicated his Pfeudoman- 
tis to him, as indeed there feems to have been a more than ordinary 
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fympathy of humour and genius between thefe two perlons. Qclfm 
was a Man of Wit and Parts, and had all the advantages which Learning, 
Philofophy, and Eloquence could add to him ; but a fevere and incurable 
enemy to the Chriftian R eligion, againft which he wrote a Book enti¬ 
tled ’Aa»3>i 5 As'■)-©*, or the true Difcourfe, wherein he attempted Chri- 
ftianity with all the Arts of infinuation, all the witty reflections, viru¬ 
lent alperfions, plaufible realonings, wherewith a Man of parts and ma¬ 
lice was capable to alfault it. To this Origen returns a full andfolid 
anfwerin eight Books, wherein as he had the better caufe, fo he mana¬ 
ged it with that ftrength of Reafon, clearnefs of Argument, and convi- 
6tive evidence of truth, that were there nothing elle to teltifie the abi¬ 
lities of this great Man, this Book alone were enough to do it. It was 
written probably about the beginning of the Reign of Philip the Em- 
perourj with whom Origen feems to have had fbme acquaintance, who 

* u ' Wld - P- * wrote one Letter to him, and another to the Emprels. From whence, 
2 ii ' and fome other little probabilities, Eufebius firft, and after him the ge¬ 
nerality of Ecclefiaftic Writers, have made that Emperour to have 
been a Chriftian, and the firft of the Imperial Line that was fo. The 
vanity of which miftake, and the original from whence it fprung, we have 
fhewed elfewhere. Nor is the matter mended by thole, who lay that 
Philip was privately baptized by Fabian Bilhop of Rome, and fo his 
Chriftian Profeftion was known only to the Chriftians , but concealed 
from the Gentiles ; which being but a conje&ure, and a gratis dittum, 
without any Authority to confirm it, may with the fame eale and as 
much juftice be reje&ed, as it is obtruded and impofed upon us. Nor has 

f Rod. wn- the late learned publifher f of lome Trads of Origen ( who in order to 
in oT Dili t ^ ie fecurin S t ^ ie tgMnft the Marcionites to belong to Origen , 

eontr Atm. has newly enforced this argument) faid any tiling that may perfuade a 
t c n f a Editt Man to beIieve a Story, fo improbable in all its circumftances, and 

which muft have made a louder noile in the World, and have had more 
and better witnelfes to atteft it, than an obfeure and uncertain report, 
the only Authority which Eufebius , who gave the firft hint of it, pre¬ 
tends in this matter. 

XXI. THE good fuccefs which Origen lately had in Arabia in the caufe 
of Berylhu made him famous in all thole parts, and his help was now 

* ibid. c. 37 . again * delired upon a like occafion. For a fort of Heretics were ftarted 

up, who affirmed, that at death both Body and Soul did expire together, 
and were refolved into the lamellate of corruption, and that at the rc- 
furredion they fhould revive and rife together to eternal life. For this 
purpole a general Synod of thole parts was called, and Origen delired to 
be prelent at it, who managed the caufe withfuch weighty Arguments, 
fuch unanfwerable and clear convictions, that the adverle party threw 
down their weapons, and relinquilhed the lentiments which they main¬ 
tained before. Another heretical crew appeared at this time in the 
Eaft, the impious and abominable Sect of the Helcefait *, againft whom 
t Hotr.il. in alio Origen feems to have been engaged, concerning whom himlelf f gives 
m'b^biT us ^ account * They rejeded a great part both of the Old and New 
3 $.p. 233. * Canon, making uleonly of fome few parts of Scripture, and fuch with¬ 
out queftion as they could make look molt favourably upon their caule. 
S. Paul they wholly rejected, and held that it was lawful and indiffe¬ 
rent to deny the Faith ; and that he was the wile Man, that in his words 
would renounce Chriftianity in a time of danger and Perlecution, but 

maintain 
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maintain the truth in his heart. They carried a Book about with them 
which they affirmed to have been immediately dropt down from Heaven 
which whoever received and gave credit to, fhould receive remiffion of 
fins, though different from that pardon which our Lord Jefus beftowed 
upon his followers. But how far Origen was concerned againft this ab- 
furd and fenflefs generation, is to me unknown. Thebefton’tis, this 
Sed like a blazing Comet, though its influence was malignant and pefti- 
lential, fuddenly arole, and as fuddenly dilappeared. 

XXII. PHILIP the Emperor being flain by the Souldiers, Decins 
made a fhift by the help of the Army to lfep into the Throne ; a mortal 
enemy to the * Church, in whole fhort reign more Martyrs, efpecially ??. 

Men of note and eminency, came to the Stake, than in thole who govern- p ‘ 2?4 ‘ 
ed that Empire ten times his reign. I11 PaUfiin Alexander the aged 
and venerable Bilhop of Jerufalem was thrown into Prilon, whereafter 
long and hard ulage, and an illuftriousconfeffionof the Chriftian Faith 
before the public Tribunal, he died. This Alexander ( whom we have 
often mentioned ) had been firft Bifhop of Cappadocia f, where out of a fibid. r.i ir¬ 
religious curiofity he had relolved upon a Pilgrimage to Jerufalem to vi- 2I2, 
fit the holy and venerable Antiquities of that place, whereunto he was 
particularly excited by a divine Revelation intimating to him that it 
was the will of God that he fhould be affiftant to the Bifhop of that 
place. It happened at this time that Narc iff us Bilhop of Jerufalem being 
lome years fince returned to his See ( which he had deferted many years 
before) was become incapable through his great age and infirmity ( be¬ 
ing CXVI. years old ) duly to manage his charge. Alexander approach¬ 
ing near Jerufalem, they were warned by a V ifion and a Voice from 
Heaven to go out of the City, and there receive him whom Heaven had 
defigned to be their Bifhop. 1 ey did lb, and :,riding Alexander, en¬ 
tertained and introduced him with all poffible kindnels and refpedt, 
where by the importunity of the people, and the content of all the 
neighbour-Bifhops, he was conftrained to become Colleague with Nar- 
ciffus in the government of that Church. This I fiippole is the firft ex¬ 
pels inftance that we meet with in Church Antiquity of two Bifhops 
fitting at once ( and that by content) in one See. But the cafe was war¬ 
ranted by an extraordinary authority ; befides that, Narciffus feems ra¬ 
ther to have religned and quitted the place, retaining nothing but the 
Title, nor intermedling any further, than by joyning in prayers and devo¬ 
tions for the good of the Church, furviving not above three or four 
years at moll. Alexander fucceeding in the foie Prclidency, governed 
his Church with Angular prudence and fidelity, and among other me¬ 
morable ads, eroded a Library at Jerufalem , *, which he elpecially ftored * ibid. e. 20. />, 
with Eccleliaftical Epiftles and Records, from whence Eufebius confelfes 222 * 
he furnilhed himlelf with many conlidcrable Memoires and materials for 
the compofing of hisHiftory. He fate Bifhop XXXIX. years, and after 
feveral arraignments and various imprilonments and lulierings, died 
now in prilon at Cafarea , to the unconceivable lofs and refentment of 
the whole Church, and elpecially of Origen , who had been Ordained 
by him, and whom he had ever found a faft Friend and Patron. Nor 
did Origen himlelf, who was at this time at Tyre , elcape without his 
lliare. Eufebius does but briefly intimate his lutferings, having given 
a larger account of them in another Book, long fince loft, he tells f us f vbifor.p. 
that tuc Devil muftered up all his Forces againft him, and alfaulted him 334* 

with 
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with all his Arts and Engins, Tingling him out above all others of that time 
to make him the objed of his utmoft rage and fury. He was calf into the 
bottom of a loathfom and uncomfortable dungeon, loaded with irons 
a chain about his neck, his feet let in the Stocks, with his legs If retched 
four holes dilhint from each other many days together; he was threat- 
ned with fire, and tried with all the torments that a mercilefs enemy 
could inflict. Which meeting with a perfon of his age, and a body 
broken with fuch, and To many cares and labours, mult needs render it 
a very heavy burden. And yet he bore all with a generous patience 
and was ready to fubmit to the la ft fatal ftroke, but that the Judge to 
give all polTible accents to his mifery, ordered them lb to torment him 
that they fhould not kill him. * 

XXlil. HUMANE Councils and Relblutions, when molt adive 
and violent, yet be that is higher than the highcjl can over rule them and 
there l c that are higher than they . His Enemies had hitherto exerciled him 
only with preparatory cruelties, reierving him for a morclblemn Exe¬ 
cution. but God, to whom belong the i(Jnesfrom death , prevented their 
nuke, and made way for him to eicape, which in all probability was 
eileded by the death of Deems, who was cut oft^ when he hatUrei med 
two years and an half. Being delivered out of Prifon, * he improved his 
tune to pious purpolcs, comforting the weak and the dilcoulblate and 
writing Letters to that end up and down the World.' Some few’s care 
he out-lived the Dccian Perlecution, and died at Tyre about the" lirlt 
year of Valerian. Indeed Eufebins intimates that he departed this nth 
about the beginning of Callus his reign. But I cannot fee how that 
• can hand : Bor feeing elfewhere he pofitively affirms that he was fevtn- 
tecn years old at the time of his Fathers Martyrdom, Ann. C 'hr. C Cdi his 
death mull happen the firft of Valerian, Ann. Cbr. CCLlV. which LL- 
in with the lixty ninth year of his age, in which Eufebins tells us lie left 
this World. Otherwife he could not be more than LX VII. years old* 
whereas none make him lefs than LX IX. Pamphilus \ the Martyr, and 
lome others, from the relation of thofe that had feen him, report that 
an honourable Martyrdom put a period to his life, when Deems railed 
tne 1 e. fceution at Ce/area. But beiidcs that * Epiphanius expreily denies 
that he died a Martyr, others (as Phot ins adds, and among them Eu(e- 
bins T ^and St. Hicrom*) tells us, that he continued till the time of Callus 
and J'olnpan, and being fixty nine years old died, and was buried at 
7 m-. Which, as lie obferves, mult needs be fo, feeing he wrote many 
hputles aiter the Dccian Perlecution. And probable it is, that Pampbl 
Ins meant it, or at leaft his mi flake thence arofe, of that great and glo¬ 
rious eonfeflion, a preparatory Martyrdom, which he made under the 
reign of Deems, which he Turvived two or three years, peaceably end¬ 
ing his days at Tyre, where his body found a place of Kelt, and where 
in a great Church dedicated to the memory of our Saviour’s Sepulchre • 
behind the high Altar his remains were laid up, as the tradition J of 
the a.f Age informs us. Nay long before that, lirocard* the Monk tells 
us that when lie was there, he law Ins 1 0111 b, and read his Epitaph ; and 
before botn, '[ William , wlio was himfelf' Arch-Bi/hop of 7 l>r, reckon- 
Or/gens 1 omb among the Monuments and venerable Antiquities of tint 
Stones 11S mai ' blC Monument bcill S iulorntxl with Gold and precious 

XXIV. HAVING thus brought this great Man to his Grave, let us a 

little 
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little look back upon him, and we fliall find him a more than ordinary 
perfon. His life was truly flrifl and Philofophical *, and an ad- *Edeb.i.s.c , 
mirable inllance of Difciplinc and Vcvtue; fuch as his dilcourfes were, 3- P- 
fuch were his manners, and his life the image of his mind : that wife 
and good Man, whom he was wont to deferibe in his Le&uresto his 
Scholars (as one f of the moll eminent of them alfures us J he himfelf had f Greg. Mo- 
firft formed, and drawn in the example of his own life. He had a mighty <4*r-0rat.Peb 
regard to the glory of God, and the good of Souls, whole happinefs he pf } 2 £” 0ng ' 
fludied by all ways to promote, and thought nothing hard, nothing 
mean or fervile that might advance it. He was modell and humble, 
chad and temperate ; fo exemplary hisabllinence and fbbriety, that he li¬ 
ved upon what was next door to nothing, for many years * abllaining from * E . jf(b .. 
Wine, and every thing but what was abfolutely necelfary for the fup- 2 c$. 
port of life, till by too much abftinence he had dmoft ruined his health, 
and endangered the wcakning of Nature pafl recovery. Singular his 
contempt of the Wbrld, literally making good that precept of our Lord 
to his Difciples, not to have two Cloaks, to provide no Shoes, nor to be 
anxioufly careful for to morrow. When many out of cohfideration 
of his unwearied diligence would have communicated part of what they 
had towards his neceflities, he would not, but rather than be needlefly 
burderifom to any, fold his Library, agreeing with the buyer to allow 
him four oboli, or five pence, for his daily maintenance. His diligence 
in fludy, in preaching, writing, travelling, confuting Heathens and He¬ 
retics, compofing fchifms and differences in the Church, was indefatiga¬ 
ble, upon which account the titles of Adamantius and Qhalcenterns are 
fuppofed by the Ancients to have been given to him, nothing but an 
induflry of Brafs and Iron being able to hold out under Tuch infinite la¬ 
bours. The day he (pent part in falling, part in other religious exer- 
cifes and imployments; the night he bellowed upon the fludy of the 
Scripture, referving Tome little portion for fleep and reft, which lie 
ufually took not in bed, but upon the bare ground. This admirably 
exerciled and advanced his patience, which he improved by further au- 
flerities, fading, and enduring cold and nakedtiefs, ftudying Handing, 
and for many years together going barefoot, remitting nothing of his 
rigours and hardfhips, notwithftanding all the counfels and perfuafions 
of his friends, who were troubled at the exceflive le verities of his life. 

Whereby notwithftanding he gained upon Men, and converted many 
of thcGentile Philofophers, famous for learning and Philofophy, not 
only to the admiration but imitation of himfelf. 

XXV. VIEW him in his natural parts and acquired abilities, and he 
had a quick piercing apprchenfion, a llrong and faithful memory, an 
acute judgement, a ready utterance. All which were adorned and ac- 
complifhed with a prodigious furniture of learning, and all the im¬ 
provements which Rome or Greece could afford; being incomparably 
skilled (as * S. Elierom and f Saidas obferves ) both in Gentile and Cliri- f De feipt. it 
ftians Learning, Logic, Geometry, Arithmetic, Mafic, Philofophy, Rhetoric, 
and the feverafientiments and opinions of all the Sefts of Philofophy, ^ °" e pl 
and who always entertained his Auditors with Tomething above com¬ 
mon obfervation. So great ‘ the force and acutenefs of his parts ( fays 
Vincentius Lcrinenfis * J fo profound, quick and elegant, that none could f cmr.H f np 
come near him : To vali his flock of all forts of Learning, that there 2 i-P- 55 - 
were few corners of divine, artd perhaps none of humane Philofophy, 

H h which 
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which he had not accurately, fearched into; and when the Greeks 
could lead him no further, with an unparalleled induftry he conquered 
the language and learning of the Jews. But no other character need 
be given him than what Porphyry (a), who knew him, ( though a learned 
man ib), who from that palfage in Eufebius makes him have been his 
Scholar, proceeds doubtlels upon a great miifake ) and was an enemy, 
bellows upon him, that he was held in very great efteem in thofe times , 
and had purchaled a more than ordinary glory and renown from the 
greateft Mailers which Chriftianity then had in the World, and that 
under the Dilcipline of Ammonias he attained to an admirable skill in 
Learning and Fhilofophy. The monuments and evidences whereof 
fas he there obferves ) were the Books and Writings which he left be¬ 
hind him, confiderable, not for their SubjeXs only, but their multitude, 
arifingto that vaft number, that Epiphanitis (c ) tells us, it was commonly 
reported that he wrote fix thoufand Volumes: The greatefl: part of 
which being underftood of Epiftles, and (ingle Homilies, the account 
will not be above belief, nor give any juft foundation for Rufjinu-s and 
S. Hierom to wrangle fo much about it, the latter of whom point-blank 
denies, that ever himfolf read, or that Origen himfolf wrote (b many. 
(d) Vincentius affirms, that no man ever wrote (o much as he, and that all 
his Books could not only not be read, but not (o much as be found out 
by any. So that it was not without reafon that antiquity faftned the 
title of Syntatticus, or the Compofer upon him, his innumerable Difcourfes 
upon all forts of SubjeXs juftly appropriating that title to him. His Books 
were of old enumerated by many, and digefted into their proper Clafles, 
whether Scholia, fhort ftriXures upon obfeure difficult places ,Homilies and 
Tomes, as the Ancients divided them ; or Exegetica and Syntagmata, un¬ 
der which rank (ome Modern Writers comprehend them, the greateft 
part whereof, though they have long fince perifhed through the care- 
lelfnefs and ill will of luccceding Times, yet does a very large portion 
of them ftill remain. His phrale and way of writing is clear and unaffe- 
Xed, fluent and copious, (e) Erafmus gives a high encomium of it, prefer¬ 
ring it before moft other Writers of the Church, that it is neither 
turgid anti lofty, like that of S. Hilary, flying above the reach of ordi¬ 
nary Readers ; nor let off with gaudy and ftr-fetcht ornaments, like that 
of S. Hierom) nor abounding with flowers of Rhetoric, and linart witty 
fontenccs, like that of S. Ambrofe : nor over-fcafoned with tart and fa- 
tyrical reflexions, and oblcured with oblolete and antiquated terms, 
as that of Tertnllian \ not fupcrflitious in the curious and accurate ftru- 
Xure of its feveral parts, like that of S. Gregory ; nor running out into 
large digreffions, nor afteXing a chiming cadency of words, like that of 
St .Auguftin: but always brisk and lively, eafie and natural. But when 
lie commends it for its concifonels and brevity, he certainly forgot him¬ 
lelf, or miftook ( and what wonder he lliould, when, ’tis like, he took his 
meafures not lo much from the Original as Tranflations.) For his ftile 


though it be generally plain and perfpicuous, yet itisdiffufive and luxu- 
(f) F.pipKF.p, riant, flowing with plenty of words, which might be often Ipread, and 
therefore charged by fomcof his critical adverlaries that he did infmita 
t. 2! p. 1 5 3 . •verba mult ipli care (/), multiply an infinite crown of words : and that 
ifJiodm'/ft x ' d f 0? oyv.'w'vwyyrjaA d.7r&(y'7rhrihei rov lyapov-, lie filled tile World with a 

dt nngj[i>y»i. company of nccdlels and idle words, which he unmeafurably poured 
cri*°sr!n'i an d that he did 7 ToM-ji mu nhoyw, exceedingly trifle with 
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vain tautologies and repetitions. A cenfure wherein envy and emula¬ 
tion muft be fuppoled to have had the predominant and over-ruling 
ftrokc. For though abounding with words, he was always allowed 
to be eloquent, for which Vincent ins highly commends him, affirming vht ^ T ’ 
his phrale to be (o fweet, pleafant, and delightful, that there feemed to 
him to have dropt not words lo much as honey from his mouth. 

XXVI. BUT that alas, which has caft clouds and darknefs upon 
all his glory, and buried fo much of his lame in ignominy and reproach, 
is the dangerous and unfound doXriues and principles which are feat- 
tered up and down his writings, for which almoft all Ages without any 
reverence to his parts, learning, piety, and the judgment of thewifeft 
and bell of the times'he lived in, have without any mercy pronounced 
him Heretic, and his fontiments and [peculations, rafli, abliird, pernicious, 
blalphemous, and indeed what not. The alarm began of old, and was 
purlued with a mighty clamour and fercenefs, especially by Methodius 
Bifhopof Olympus, Eufiathins, of Antioch, Apollinaris , Theo 'philus of Ale¬ 
xandria, and Epiphanitis, and the cry carried on with a loudnoifo in 
after-ages, infomueh that the very mention of his name is in the Greek 
Church abominable at this day. I had once relblved to have confidered 
the Chief of thole notions and principles for which Origen is lo heavily 
charged by the Ancients, butfuperledcd that labor, when I found that the 
induftry of the learned Mon fie nr Huit in his Origcniana had left no room 
for any to come after him, lo fully, lo clearly, fo impartially, with fuch infi¬ 
nite variety of reading has he dilcuffed and canvalfed this matter, and thi¬ 
ther I remit the learned and capable Reader. And.for thofe that cannot 
or will not be at the pains to read his large and excellent Dilcourfes, Edit.Lvd. 
they may confult nearer hand the ingenious Author of the Letter cf Re- 4- 
joint ion concerning Origen, and the chiefof his opinions’, where they will 
find the moft obnoxious of his dogmata reckoned up, and the Apolo¬ 
gies and Defences which a fmcere lover of Origen might be fuppofod to 
make in his behalf, and theft pleas reprefented" with all the advantages 
with which Wit, Reafon, and Eloquence could let them.off". 

XXVII. NOR wanted there of old thofe who flood up to plead 
and defend his caule, especially Pamphilus the Martyr, a \v\ Eufebius who 
published an Apology in fix Books in his behalf; the lirll five whereof 
were written by Pamphilus with Eufebius his aflillance, while they were 
in prifon, the lafl fiijiflicd and added by Enfcbius al ter the others Mar¬ 
tyrdom. Befides which, (ji) Photins tells us, there were many other famous 60 coi. 
Men in thofe times, who wrote Apologies for him, lie gives us a particu- cxvnr.«/. 
lar account (b) of one, though without a name, where in five Books the ll) cm. 
Author endeavours to juftilie Origen as found and Orthodox, and cites CXVI1 -^ 
Dionyfins, Demetrius, and Clemens, all of Alexandria, and feveral others 2?? ’ 
to give evidence for him. The main of thefe Apologies are peri (bed 
long ago, otherwifo probably Origin s caule might appear with abetter 
face, feeing we have now nothing but his notions drolled up audgloffed 
by his profelfed enemies, and many things aforibed to him wgich he never 
owned, but were coined by his pretended followers. For my own 
part, I fhall only note from the Ancients lome general remarques, 
which may be pleaded in abatement of the rigour and foverity of the 
lentence ulually palled upon him. And fir ft, many things were laid 
and written by him , not pofitively and dogmatically, but <'wa<nou 
•ygltt-v, lays the (e) Author of his Apology in Photius, by way of exercita- CO tiid.cd. 
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tion; and this he himlelf was wont to plead at every turn, and to ben 
the Readers pardon, and profels that he propounded thele things not 
as Dobtrines, but asdilputable Problems, and with a dcfimi to iearch 
MtwTm*' anc * ^ 0Ut t ' ie trut ^> as GO Tamphilus affures us, and %. Hierom 
himlelf cannot but confels : and if we had the teftimony of neither 
(b 1 Ad.Azit.p. there is enough to this purpofe in his Books Bill extant, to put it be- 
1 5 i.ro«.2. y 0n£ j a ]j j u fl. exce p t ion. Thus dilcourfing concerning the union of the 
0 )Ui-:idpx. two natures in theperlonof our blelfed Saviour, he affirms to be a 
i.i.c 6 j. myftery which no created underffanding can fufficiently explain ; con¬ 
cerning which (lays he ) not from any rafhnelsof ours, but only as the 
order of Difcourle requires, we lhall briefly Ipeak rather what our 
Faith contains, than what humane Reafbn is wont to affert, producing 
rather our own conjcbtures, than any plain and peremptory affirmations! 
And to the fame purpofe he exprelles himfelf at every turn. Not to 
fay that he wrote many things in the heat of deputation, which it may 
be his cooler and more confidering thoughts would have let right. So 
cxvil'«>'. t,lc Apologift in Photius (d) pleads, that whatever he faid amils in the do- 

3 <tf. * " btrine of the Trinity , proceeded meerly from a vehement oppofition of 

Sabellius, who confounded the number and differences of perfons and 
whole Scbfc was one of the moft prevailing Hcrefies of that time. ? The 
confutation whereof made him attempt a greater difference and diftin- 
bfion in the perfons, than the rules of Faith did ftribtly allow. Second - 
( Pnt mp f h ‘ /4p ' lh th ° reBooks °f his (e), wherein he betrays the moft unfound and un - 
7,7. 174 ’ warrantable notions, were written privately, and with no intention of 

being made public, butasfecrets communicable among friends, and not 
as dobtrines to difturb the Church. And this he freely acknowledged 
CD Ap.Himn. in his Letter to Fabian (f) Bifhopof Rome , and caftthc blame upon his 
Fmmchfe frienci A Profits , quod fecretb edit a in publicum protulerit , that he had 
m-. orig. p. publifhed thofe things which he meant fhould go no further than the 
.1=3. r. 2. breaftsor hands of his dcareft friends. And there is always allowed a 

greater freedom and latitude in debating things among friends, the fe- 
crets whereof ought not to be divulged, nor the Public made judges 
of that innocent liberty which is taken within mens private waffs. 
Thirdly , the difallowed opinions that he maintains are many cf them 
ftichaswere not the Catholic and determined Dobtrines of the Church 
not defined by Synods, nor dilputed by Divines, but cither Philofo- 
phical, or Speculations which had not been thought on before, and which 
he himlelf at every turn cautioufly diftinguifhes from thole propofi- 
tions which were entertained by the common and current content and 
approbation of the Chriftian Church. Sure I am he lays it down as a 
c 'g)Praf.adiib. fundamental maxim, in the very entrance upon that (<?) Book, wherein his 
;:s 5 . w moft dangerous affertions are contained, that thole Ecclcfiaftic Dobtrines 
are to be preferved, which had been luccefTively delivered from the 
A poftles, and were then received, and that nothing was to be embraced 
for truth that any ways differed from the tradition of the Church. 
incifni Y 1 • XXVIII. F O U R T H L Y, Divers of Origen s works have been cor- 

{b) 4 fo 0 ri g , rupted and interpolated by evil hands ; and Heretics, to add a luftre and 
apudHur.Tom. authority to their opinions by the veneration of lb great a name have 
iulerted their own affertions, or altered his, and made him Ipeak their 
ad lib. met language. An argument which however laughed at by S, Hierom (J) is 
«PX- ib - To>> '- maintained by Ruffinns (£), who ftiews this to have been an old 

2. p. 188. and common art of Heretics, and that they dealt thus with the writings 

of 
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of Clemens Romanus , of Clemens , and Dionyfuts of Alexandria , of Atha- 
najius , Hilary , Cyprian , and many more. Dionyfius (V) the fatuous Bifhop (c)Ap. Eufeb. 
of Corinth , who lived many years before Origen, allures us he was ferved H - Eccl ‘ l - 4* c * 
at this rate; that at the requeft of the brethren he had written feveral 2yp '' Vj ’ 
Epifties, but that the Apofflesand Emiffaries of the Devil had filled them 
with weeds and tares, expunging lome things, and adding others. The 
Apologijl in Photius (d) tells us,Or/V^ himfelf complained of this in his life (rf) Vvljup*. 
time ; and lo indeed he does in his (e) Letter to them of Alexandria , where (,) A p. Rngm. 
lie finartly relents that charge of blafphemy had been alcribed to him ib. Tom. 4. p. 
and his dobtrine, of which he was never guilty, and that it was lels won- * 95, 

^ler if his dobtrine was adulterated, when the great S. Paul could not 
elcape their hands; he tells them of an eminent Heretic, that having ta¬ 
ken a Copy of a difpute which he had had with him, did afterwards cut 
off, and add what he pleas’d, and change it into another thing, carry¬ 
ing it about with him, and glorying in it. And when lome friends in 
Palejlin lent it to him then at Athens , he returned them a true and au¬ 
thentic Copy of it. And the lame foul play he lets them know he had 
met with in other places, as at Ephefus and at Antioch, as he there par¬ 
ticularly relates. And if they durft do this while he was yet alive, and 
able ( as he did ) to right himlelf, what may we think they would do af¬ 
ter his death, when there were none < to controul them? And upon this 
account moft of thofe affertions mull efpecially be difeharged, wherein 
Origen is made to contradibt himfelf, it being highly improbable (as 
Ruffinns if) well urges) that lo prudent and learned a perfon,one far enough (f) Louit.p. 
from being either fool or mad Man, Ihould write things lo contrary and ,95 * 
repugnant to one another. And that not only in divers, but in one and 
the lame Book. 

XXIX. I might further obferve his conftant zeal againft Heretick, his 
oppoling and refuting of them where-ever he came, both by word and 
writing, his being lent for into foreign Countries to convince gainfayers, 
his profelling to abominate all heretical dobtrines, and his refufing fo 
much as to communicate in prayer with Paul the Heretic of Antioch , 
though his whole maintenance did depend upon it. And methinks it 
deferves to be confidered, that Athanaftus in all the heat of the Arrian 
controverfies (than whom certainly none was ever more diligent to 
Iearch out heretical perlonsand opinions, or more accurate in examining 
and refuting the chief of thole dobtrines, that are laid at Origen s door ) 

Ihould never charge him upon that account. Nay he particularly 
quotes him (g) to prove our Lord’s coeternity and coeffentiality with eg) Decm.Sy- 
the Father exabtly according to the decifionsof the Niccne Synod, dil- 
miffing him with the honourable charabter of $ (piAo 7 rovd'rouJ^ i p 277'r.i.Mrf. 

the moft admirable , and infinitely induftrious perfon. Nor is there any 
heterodox opinion of his, that I know of, once taken notice of in all his soc.H.E.t. 6 %. 
works, but only that concerning the duration of future torments, and 13./’. 520. 
that too but (/;) obliquely mentioned. Whence I am apt to conclude, ei- 
ther that Origen s writings were not then fo notorioufly guilty, or that &ss. p. 2 yb 
this great Man, and zealous defender of the Churches dobtrine ( who be- r - K 
ing Bifhop of Alexandria could not be ignorant of what Origen had 
taught or written, nay affures us, he had read his Books ) aid not look 
uponthofe dangerous things that were in them, ashisfenfe. And in¬ 
deed fo he fays exprefly; that what things he wrote by way of contro- 
verfie and difputation, are not to be looked upon as his own words and 

len- 
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fentiments, but as thofc of his contentious adverlaries whom he had to 
deal with, which accordingly in the palfages he cites he carefully diftin- 
guilhes from Origens own words and lenfe. To all which I may add, 
that when the controverfie about the condemnation of his hooks was 
H ‘ driven to on moft furioun y b Y Theophilus and Epiphanins , Theotimus the 
\ 9 .' C ' 12 ' good Scythian Bifhop plainly told Epiphanius, that for his part he would 
never fo much dilhonour a perlon lo venerable for his piety and anti- 
/ quity, nor durft he condemn what their Anceftors never rejetted, espe¬ 
cially when there were no ill and mifehievous Do&rins in Jr/Ws 
Works; therewithal pulling out a Book of Origen s, which lie read 
before the whole Convention, and fhewed it * to contain Expofi- 
tions agreeable to the Articles of the Church. With thefe two cxcel- 

(b) Brtvijr.n. lcnt P erf ons let me join the judgment of a Writer of the middle Ages of 
Ecd i. 6. c. 3 .‘ the Church (b) Hay mo Bifhop of Halbcrjlad, who fpeaking of the things 
p. io8, icc,. laid to Origen 1 s charge : “ For my part (lays he ) laving the faith of the 

“ Ancients, I affirm of him, either that he never wrote thefe things but 
“ that they were wickedly forged by Heretics, and fathered upon his 
“ name; or if he did write them, he wrote them not as his own iudg- 
“ ment, but as the opinion of others. And if, as fome would have it 
“ they were his own fentiments, we ought rather to deal compaflionately 
“ with lo learned a Man, who has conveyed lb vaft a'treafury of Learn- 
“ in £to L,s - What faults there are in his Writings, thole orthodox and 
“ ufeful things which they contain, are abundantly fufficient to over- 
tl ball a nee. 

XXX. THIS and a great deal more is, and may be pleaded in 0 ;v- 
gens defence, and yet after all it mull: be confelTed, that he was guilty 
of great miltakes, and lafli propofitions, which the largelt charity can¬ 
not excufe. He had a natural warmth and fervor of mind, a compre- 
hcnfive wit, an inlatiable third: after knowledg, and a defire to undcr- 
ftand the moll: abftrule and myfterious {peculations of Theology, which 
made him give himfelf an unbounded liberty in inquiring into, and di£ 
courfing of the nature of things, he wrote much, and di&atcd apace, and 
wasingaged in infinite variety of bufinefs, which ieldom gave him lei- 
fure to review and corred his writings, and to let them pals the cenliire of 
fecond and maturer thoughts ; he traded greatly in the writings of the Hea¬ 
thens, and was infinitely lolicitous to make the do&rincs of Chriftia- 
mty look, as little unlike as might be to their belt and beloved notions. 

(c) Ap. Eufib, And certainly what Marcellas (e} Bilhop of Ancyra long fince objected a- 

TlflT 1 ' .is unqueftionably true ( notwithftanding what EuMit* has 

laid tolalveit) that coming frelhoutof the philofophic Schools, and ha¬ 
ving been a long time accurately trained up in the principles and Books 
ol Plato, he applied himlelf to divine things, before he was fufficiently 
difpofed to receive them, and fell upon writing concerning them while 
lecular learning had yet the predominancy in his mind, and lo unwarily 
mingled Philofophic notions with Cliriftian principles, further than the 
analogy ol the Chriftian faitli would allow. And I doubt not but who¬ 
ever would parallel his and the Platonic principles, would find that 
moft ol the ;up,eq Sofa he is charged with, his M after-notions were 
brought out ol the School of Plato , as the above mentioned Hutiius has 
in many things particularly oblerved. S. Hterom himlelf ( whom the 

(d) Adi>,itt:- torrent of that time made a fevere enemy to Origen ) could but have lo 

orig.p.^ much tendernels for him, even in that very Tratt (£) wherein he palfes 

7,,, the 
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the deepeftconfutes upon him, after he had commended him for his parts, 
zeal, and ftrichiels of life ; “ Which of us (fays he ; is able to readfo 
“ much as he has written ? Who would not admire the ardent and Ipright- 
u ly temper of his mind toward the holy Scriptures ? But if any envious 
“ Zealot fhall objed his errors to us, let him freely hear what was faid of 
“old: 

- — Qttandoque bonus dormitat Homer us* Hom. dt Are. 

Ventm opere in longo fas ejl obrepere fomnum . p ° 815 35S> * 

In a long Work each flip the Cenfor s Rod 
Does not deferve. Homer dots lometimesnod. 

<£ Let us not intimate his Faults, whole Vertues we cannot reach. Others 
u both Greeks and Latines have erred in the Faitli as well as he, whom 
“ it’s not neceflary to name, left we might leem to defend him, not by 
“ his own merit, but by the miftakes of other Men. To all that has 

b-*en hitherto laid, I may add this, that fuppole him guilty of as peni¬ 
s’ ■ and dangerous errors as the worft of. his enemies lay to his charge, 
y< i he afterwards repented of what he had rafhly and unadviledly 
'• •■••‘tren, as appears by his Epiftle to Fabian * Bifhop of Rome. * . . 

r\)v \ is it not intolerable rudenels and incivility at le^ft, perpetually to 
upbraid and reproach a Man with the faults of his paft life, and which he Rujf.imh. 1* 
himibli has dilowned ? Sorrow for what is paft in lome mcafure re- om^itUr. 

pairs d.v breach, and repentance muft be allowed next door to In- t.4. p. 219. 

nocci'ice. Prims 

tatis gradns 
eft , non deli*. 

qum: SecmdiiSy dtlitti cognoftert. lllic , writ innoccntu integra & illitau qu.t ft net, hie fuccedit mdtltt qu* fttnet. 
Cypr. ad Cornel. Epift. 55 . p. 83 . 

His Writings mentioned by the Ancients, and which of 
them extant at this day. 

Homiliarnm myflicartm in Gencf. C Commentarii. 

Eib. II. Jn Pfalmos <.Homilice. 

Commcntar. in Genef. Lib. XIII. c Scholia. 

Extant Latinc Homilia XVII. Ext. Lat. in Pfalm. 36. Hom. V. in 

Commentar. Tomi in Exodum Pfalm. tf.Hom. II. in Pfal. 38, 

Ext. Latine Homilix XII. Horn. II. 

Scholia in Lcviticum In Proverbia Salom. Commentar. 

Ext . Homiliat XVI. Explicatio Ecclcfiajtis. 

In Numeros extant Lat. HomilU InCanticum Cantic. Commentarii. 

XXVIII. Ext. Lat . HomilU II. 

In Dcuteronomiurn HomilU. VCommentar.Libri XXX, 

In Libr. Jeft Nave ext.Homil. In Efaiam < Homilia X XV. 

XXVI. Lat. c Scholia. 

In Libr. Judicum ext. Hom. IX.Lat. Ext. Lat. Homilia IX. 

In I. Lib. Regum Homil. IV. In Jeremiam HomilU XLV. 

In Lib. II. ext at Homiliauna. Extant Gr. Lat. Homil. XVIL 

In Lib. Paralipom. Homil.l. In Threnos Tomi IX. 

In duos Efdm Libr os Homil in. In Ezechielcm Tomi XXV. 

In Libr. Job Trail atm. Ext. Lat. Homil. XIV- 

in 
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In Danielem Expofitio. 

Jn XII. Prophet as Tomi XXV. 

< 1 Comment. Lib .XXV. 
In Matthaum^Homili# XXV. 

CScholia. 

Ext. Gr.Lat. Tomi VII. 

In Lucam Commentar. Tomi V. 

Ext. Lat . Horn ilia XXXIX. 
Injoannem comment ar.TomiXXXIl. 

Ext. Gr. Lat. Tom. IX. 

In Alfa Apojlolortim Homil. aliquot. 
In Epiftolamad Romanos Explana- 
tionum Lib. XX. 

Ext. Lat. Libri X, 

In I. adCorinthios Commentarii. 

C Commentarii. 

In Epijl. ad Galatas<Homilia. 

C Scholia. 

In Epijl. ad Ephef.Comment.Libllh 
. In Epijl. ad Coloff. Commentarii. 

In I.ad Theff.Vol. (tit minimum) III* 
In Epijl. ad Tit am. •"' ; 

C Commentarii' 
In Epijl. ad Hebraosi 

(JLomilia. 

Tctrapla. 

Hcxapla. 

Ottapla. 

Commentarii in Vet ere s Philofophos. 
De Rcfttrretfione Libri II. 

De Refurreffione Dialpgi. 
Stromanm LibriX. 


O a I G E N. 

D if put at iones cum Eery llo. 

Uepl dp’xp>v>fett de Primipiis Lib.IV. 
Ext. Lat. 

Contra Celjum Lib. VIII Ext.Gr.Ln 

De Martyrio. Ext. Gr. L. 

Homil. de Engajlrimytho. Ext. G. L. 

De Oratione. Ext. Gr. MS. 

Philocalia de aliquot prxcipuis Theo¬ 
logize locis & qudjlionibtts ex Ori- 
gents fcriptis a S. Bafilie dr Gregor. 
Naz. excerptis , cap XXVII. Ext. 
Gr.L. 

Epiftol* fere infinite, ex 
his hodie ext. 

Epijlola ad Jul. Africanum de Hi for. 
Sufanna, Gr. L. 

Epijlola ad Gregorium Thaumatur - 
gum. Ext. Gr. L. in Philocalia . 

Doubtful. 

Dialogus contra Marcionit as, de recta 
in Deum fide. Ext. Gr. L. 
Suppofititious 

In Librum Job Trait. III. & com¬ 
ment. in eundem. 

Comment arius in Evangl. S. Marci. 

HomilU in diverfos. 

De Philofophornm Sell is & dogma- 
tibus. • 

Lament urn Origcnis. 

Scholia in Orationem Dominicam, dr 
in Cantica B. Virginis, %ju/jar/<s, 
& Simeonis. 
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The Decian P erf edition, and the grounds of it: feverely urged by the 
Emperors Edicts. Decius his coming to Antioch. His attempt to break 
into the Cbrijlian Congregation. Baby las his bold refinance. This applied 
to Numerianus, and the ground of the mijlake. The like reported of Phi¬ 
lip the Emperor. Decius his bloody a£l related by S. Chrylbftom. His 
rage againjl Babylas, and his examination of him. The Martyrs refolute 
anjiver. His imprifonment and hard ufage. The different accounts concern¬ 
ing his death. Three Touths his fellow-fufferers, in vain attempted by 
the Emperor. Their Martyrdom firjt , and why. Babylas beheaded. His 
command that his chains fhould be buried with him. The tranflation of 
his body under Conftantius. The great frveetnefs and pleafantnefs of the 
Daphne. Apollo’* Temple there. S. Babylas his bones tranjlated thi¬ 
ther by Galius Caelar. The Oracle immediately rendered dumb. In vain 
confnlted by Julian. The confejjton of the D&mon. Julian’* command 
for removing Babylas his bones. The Martyrs Remains triumphantly car¬ 
ried into the City. The credit of this Story fufficiently attejled. The 
thing owned by Libanius and Julian. Why Juch honour fuffered to be 
done to the Martyr. J ulian afraid of an immediate vengeance. His Per¬ 
fection againjl the Chrijlians at Antioch. The Jtiffe rings of Theodor us. 
The Temple of Apollo fired from Heaven. 


I. 



O great and general is the filence of Church-An¬ 
tiquity in the A£ts of this holy Martyr, efpeci- 
ally the former part of his life, that I fhoulid whol¬ 
ly pals him over, did not his latter times furnilh 
us with lome few memorable paflages concerning 
him. His Country, Parents, Education, and way 
of life, are all unknown, as alio whether he was 


born and bred a Gentile , or a Chriftian. No doubt he was trained 


up under the advantages of a liberal and ingenious Education, living 
in places that opportunely miniftred unto it, and in times when none 
but Men of known parts and eminency both for Learning and Piety 
were advanced to the Government of the Church: and when great 
meafures of Arts and Learning were not only commendable, but ne- 


celfary, both to feed and preferve the Flock of God, to refill and con¬ 
vince gainlayers, and to defend Chriftianity againft the attempts 
both of fecret and open Enemies. For as the Chriftian Church never 


wanted profelTed Adverfaries from without, who endeavoured both 
by Sword and Pen to ftifle and fupprefs its growth, nor pretended 
Friends from within, who by Schifms and Herefies difturbed its Peace, 


and tore out its very Bowels ; lo never were thefe more predomi¬ 
nant than in thole times, and parts of the World wherein this good 


Man lived. 


* Euftb. h.ec. II. ANN. Chr. CCXXXIX. Gordian-Imper. I. died, * Zebinus Bifhop 
p'ftf. 29 ‘ °f Antioch, in whole room Babylas fucceeded. He was a ftout and pru- 

f Homii. dt dent Pilot, who ( as S. Chryfoftom f fays of him ) guided the holy Veftel 

f 1 Tom P i. ^ lat Church in the midft of Storms and Tempefts, and the many waves 

4 ’ ’ * that beat upon it. Indeed in the beginning of his Prefidency over that 

Church he met not witli much trouble from the Roman Powers, the old 
Enemies of Chriftianity, but a fierce ftorm blew from another quarter. 
Gord&u. For Sapor King of * Perfia had lately invaded the Roman Empire, and 
c.25.>. 669. having over-run all Syria, had befieged and taken Antioch , and lo great a 

dread 
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dread did his Conquefts ftrike into all parts, that the terror of them 
flew into Italy , and llartled them even at Rome it {elf. He grievoufly 
oppreiTed the People of Antioch , and what treatment the Chriftians 
there mull needs find under fo mercilefs and inlolentan Enemy (at no 
time favourable to Chriftians) is no hard matter to imagine. But it was 
not long before God broke this yoke from oft their necks. For Gor¬ 
dian the Emperor raifing a mighty Army, marched into the Eafi , and 
having cleared the Countries as he went along, came into Syria , and 
went directly for Antioch , where he totally routed the Perfian Army, 
recovered Antioch and the conquered Cities, and gained lome confide- 
rable places belonging to Sapor , whom he forced to retire back into his 
own Countrey : ol all which he gives an account in a * Letter to the * ibid. c. if 
Senate , who joyfully received the news, and decreed him a triumph at ^^ 7 °* 
his return to Rome. 

III. THE Church of Antioch being thus reftored to its former tran¬ 
quility, Babylas attended his charge with all diligence and fidelity, in- 
itrufting, feeding, and governing his Flock, preparing both young and 
old to undergo the hardeft things, which their Religion might expole 
them to, as if he had particularly forefeen that black and dilinal Perfe- 
cution that was fhortly to overtake them. Having quietly palled 
through the Reign of Philip ( who was fb far from creating any diftur- 
bance to the Chriftians, that he is generally, though groundlefly, fuppo- 
fed to have been a Chriftian himfelf) he fell into the troublelome and 
ftormy times of Decius , who was unexpe&edly advanced, and in a man¬ 
ner forced upon the Empire. One, whole chara&er might have paffed 
among none of the worft of Princes, if he had not fb indelebly ftained 
his memory with his outragious violence againft the Chriftians. The 
main caufe whereof the generality of Writers, taking the hint from Eu- 
febitu f make to have been hatred to his Predeceftor Philip, a Chriftian, fiiEcdl 6- 
as they account him, and whom he refolved topunifh in his Spleen and c - 39-p> 234-’ 
Malice againft them. But methinks much more probable is the account 
which Gregory Nyjfen * gives of this matter, viz. the large fpread and *Devh.Gr«. 
triumphant prevalency of the Chriftian Faith, which had diffufed it 
felf overall parts and planted every corner, and filled not Cities only, Tm ' 7 ' 
but Country Villages; the Temples were forfaken, and Churches fre¬ 
quented, Altars overthrown, and Sacrifices turned out of doors. This 
vaft inefeafe of Cliriftianity, and great declcnfionof Faganifm, awakened 
Deci'f-s to look about him: he was vexed to fee the Religion of the Em¬ 
pire trodden under foot, and the warfhip of the gods every where 
flighted and negle&ed, oppofed and undermined by a novel and upftart 
Sctl of Chriftians, which daily multiplied into greater numbers. This 
made him refolve with all poflible force to check and controul this grow¬ 
ing Sed, and to try by methods of cruelty to weary Chriftians out of 
their Profeftion, and to reduce the People to the Religion of their An- 
ccftors. Whereupon he iftued out Edias to the Governors of Pro¬ 
vinces, ftriaiy commanding them to proceed with all feverity againft 
Chriftians, and to fpare no manner of torments, unlefs they returned 
to the obedience and worfhip of the Gods. Though I doubt not but this 
was the main Spring that let the rage and malice of their enemies on 
work, yet Cyprian t like a Man of great piety and modefty, Peeks a caufe t £?</?. vfi; 
nearer home, ingenuoufly confefTing, that their own fins had Pet open p ’ 16 ’ 
the Flood-gates for the Divine difplcafure to break in upon them, while 

li 2 Pride 
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Pride, and Self-feeking, Schilin and Faction reigned 16 mucli among 
them, the very Martyrs themfelves, who fhould have been a good 
example unto others, carting off the order and dilcipline of the Church ; 
and being fwelled with fo vain and immoderate a tumor, it was time 
God fhould fend them a thorn in the fie 11 ) to cure it. 

IV. THE Provincial Governors forward enough to run of them- 
ielves upon fiich an errand, made much more liafte, when they were 
not only encouraged, but threatned into it by the Imperial EdiHs; 16 
that the Perlecution was carried on in all parts with a quick and a high 
hand, concerning the feverity whereof we fhall fpeak more elfewhere. 
At prelent it may fuffice to remarque that it fwept away many of the 
moft eminent Bilhops of the Church, Fabian Bifhop of Rowe, Alexan¬ 
der Bifhop of Hierufalcw , and leveral others. Nor was it long before 
it came to S. Babylas' s door. For Decius probably about the middle 
of his Reign, or fome time before his Thracian Expedition, wherein he loll 
his life, came into Syria, and fo to Antioch , to take order about his affairs 
that concerned the Pcrfian War. I confels his coming into thele parts 
is not mentioned in the Rowan Hiftories, and no wonder, the accounts 
of his life either not having been written by the Hiftori* Attgnjl,e Scri- 
ptcrcs , or if they were, having long fince perifhed, and few of his AHs are 
taken notice of in thole Hiftorians that yet remain. However the thing 
* chryfoft. lib. is plainly enough owned by EcclefiaBical Writers. While * lie conti- 
Tom f b p 6 8 nue d here, cither out of curiofity, or a defign to take fome more plau- 
&’puffin!rhi- fible advantage to fall upon them, he would needs go into the Chriftian 
l rV!>l CCl ^‘id Congregation, when the public Affembly was met together. This Ba- 
vFo^' 11 .’ by las would by no means give way to, but Banding in the Church Porch, 

/ • Aicepb.H. with an undaunted courage and refolution oppofea him, telling him, that 
Eca.L i°, c .22. as muc i 1 as | a y j n his power, lie would never endure that a Wolf fhould 
break in upon Chriffs Sheepfold. The Emperor urged it no further at 
prefent, either being unwilling to exafperate the rage and fury of the 
People, or defigning to effeft it fome other way. This paffage there 
are, and Nicephoros among the reft, ( with whom accord exactly the Me- 
naa and Mcnologies of the Greek Church) that alcribe not to Decius , but 
Nuwerianus (whom Saidas his Tranflator corruptly ltiles Mananas) 
who reigned at leaB thirty years after. A miffake without any pillar 
or ground of truth to fupport it, there being at that time no Babylas Bi¬ 
fhop of Antioch , whom all agree to have Buffered under the Dccian Per- 
+ AdAnn.22i. lecution. And it is not improbable what Baronins ff conjectures, but 
t ^ ie miBake might at firrt arile from this, that there was under Decios one 
phr. in Martyr • Ntimer ins, one of the Generals of the Army, a violent Perfecutor of the 
S SHY^Fib% ,A ' ChriBians, whom ’tis not to be doubted the firrt miBakers of the report 
p.48. confounded with Namcrianns, and applied to him what belonged to the 
Emperor, under whom he ferved. 

* h. Eccl.i. 6. V. EV S E BIV S * relates a like paffage to this, but attributes it to 
i% 34. 232. the Emperor Philip, Decios his Prcdeceffor, telling us, that when on the 
Vigils of Eajler he would have gone with the rert of the Chriffians into 
the Church, to be prefent at their Prayers, the Bifhop of the place 
would by no means fuffer him, unlefs he would make public confeffion of 
his fins, and pals through the Order of the Penitents, for that he had been 
guilty of many heinous and enormous crimes, which he readily lubmit- 
ted to. But befides that, this is laid as the main foundation of Philip's 
falfiy fuppofed Chriffianity, Eafebias juffilics it by no better Authority 

than 
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than Fame and meet* Report. And indeed Bands alone in this matter. 
For though fome of the Ancients referred it to Namcrian , yet none 
but he, entitled 1 bilip to it. S. Chryfojlow in a large ^ Encowiajlic (where¬ 
in he deferibes this AH of Babylas in all the colours wherein Wit and 
Eloquence could reprefent it, particularly equalling it with the fpirit 
and freedom of Elias and John the Baptijl ) tells us, that when the Em¬ 
peror made this attempt he had newly wafhed his hands in innocent 
blood, having barbaroufly, and againff the Faith of his moft Solemn 
Oath, and the Laws of Nations, put to death the little Son of a cer¬ 
tain King, whom his Father had given in Hoftage to fccurc a Peace 
made between them. This probably was either the Son of fome petty 
Prince in thole parts, who entered into a League with him while he was 
at Antioch , or iome young Prince of Perjia, pawned as a pledge to en- 
lure the Peace between thofe two Crowns, and whom he had no fooner 
received, but either to gratifie his cruelty, orelle pretending fome fraud 
in the Articles, he inhumanly butchered. ']’he Author of the f Alexan¬ 
drian Chronicon tells us, and vouches Leontius Bilhop of Antioch for the 
relation, that Philip (in the Greek is added 0 ’Iyp/wp probably for 0 1«- 
^; T1 thc n fnnamc * 1 ™ R m P e| or, and not 'Janior , the younger, as 
the Iranflator renders it, and elfewhere corrects it by rifeafiuTe P (&< the 
Elder ) being Governor of a Province in the Reign of Gordianas , Gor¬ 
dian had committed the care of his young Son to him, whom after his 
Fathers death he flew, and ufurped the Empire : that being thus guiltv 
of murder, though he was a Chriftian, yet S. Baby Us would not admit 
Him or lus Wife into the Church; for which affront offered to fo great 
rerlons, and mot meerly bccaufe he was a Chriftian himfelf, Deems af¬ 
terwards put S. Baby Us to death. A ftrange medley of true and falle 
as indeed tis the cuftom of that Author to confound times, things and 
Perlons. However moft evident it is from Chryfoflow , that it was the 
fame Emperor by whom this young Prince was murdered, and S Ba- 
byUs put to death, which could be no other than Deems ; who with 
hands thus reeking in the blood of the innocent, would have irreverent¬ 
ly milled into the holy place of the Chriftian SanHuary, where none 
but pure hands were lift up to Heaven. 

YI. D EC IVS i though for the prefent he diffembled * his anger 
and went away, yet inwardly refented the affront, and being returned 
to the lalace, lent for Babylas, and having fharply exportulated with 
hrni for the boldnefs and inlolency of the FaH, commanded him to do 
Sacrifice to the gods, alluring him that this was the only expedient to 
expiate his crime, divert his punilhment, and to purchafe him honour 
and renown. The Martyr anlwered to all his enquiries with a generous 
confidence, defpifed lus proffers, and defied his threats, told him that as 
to the offence wherewith he charged him, he was obliged as a Paftor 
readily to do whatever was conducive to the benefit of his Flock • and 
for lus command, lie was refolved never to Apoftatize from the fervice 
of the true God, and Sacrifice to Devils, and thole who falfly ufhrped the 
name and honour oF Deities. The Emperor finding his relltions 
him and inflexible, gave order that chains and fetters fhould be clanr 
upon him, with which he was Cent to Prifiin, where he endured I nruw 
fevere hardfiims and Merings, but yetrcjoyced in his bonds, and was 
moie ttoubled at the nailery that attended him that lent him thither 
than at the weight of lus own chains, or the fharpnefs of thofe torments 

that 
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that were heaped upon him. So naturally does Chriftianity teach us 
to blefs them that cur/e us, to pray for them that delightfully ufe and perje- 
cute us, and to overcome evil with good. 

VII. THERE is lome little difference in the accounts of the An- 
dents, concerning the manner of his Martyrdom. * Eufebius and Ibme 
P> 2 ^4' v others make him after a famous confeinon to die in Prilon ; while T Chry 

t Loc.cu.p. (whom I rather incline to believe in this matter, as more capable 

to know the Traditions and examine the Records of that Chu ch) and 
Suidas affirms, that being bound he was led forth out of Prilon to under¬ 
go his Martyrdom, the one plainly intimating, the other politively cx- 
preffing it, that he was beheaded. The fatal lentence being palled, as 
he was led to Execution, he began his Song of Triumph, Return unto thy 
reft, 0 my foul, for the Lord hath dealt "bountifully with me. Together 
with him were led along three ¥ oaths, Brothers ( whole names the Ro- 
f Loc.citn. man Martyrology ff tells us, were Drbanus, Prilidiantts , and Epolonius ) 
whom he had carefully inftruded in the Faith, and had trained up for fo 
fevere a Trial. The Emperor not doubting to prevail upon their ten¬ 
der years, had taken them from their Tutor, and treated them with all 
kinds of hardfhip and cruelty, as methods mod: apt to make impreflion 
upon weak and timorous minds. But perceiving them immovably de¬ 
termined not to Sacrifice, he commanded them alio to be beheaded. 
Being arrived at the place of Execution, Baby/as placed the Children firft, 
giving them the precedency of Martyrdom, left the fpedacle of his bloo¬ 
dy fate fhould relax their conftancy, and make them delert their ftation. 
As the Officer was taking offP their heads, he cried aloud, Behold, I and 
the Children which the Lord hath given me ; and after that laid down his 
*Chr'jfofi.S:iid. own neck upon the block, having firft * given order to his friends, to 
MgtyuRo'n. whom he had committed the care of his body, that his Chains and Eet- 
ub 'W- 1 ' tors Ihould be buried in the lame grave with him, that they might 
there remain as Enfigns of honour, and the Badges of his fufferings,and 
as Evidences how much he accounted thole things which feem molt ig¬ 
nominious among Men, to be for Chrift’s lake moll: Iplendid and honou¬ 
rable : imitating therein * the great S. Paul, who took plealiire in bonds, 
chains, imprifonments, reproaches, profeffing to rejoyceand glory in no¬ 
thing lb much as in his fufferings, and in the Crofs of Chrift. According¬ 
ly his chains were laid up with him in the Grave, where Chryjoftom alfures 
us they remained in his time. 

VIII. WHERE his Body was firft: buried, we are not told ; but whom¬ 
ever it was there it relied till the Reign of Conftantius, when it had a 
more magnificent interment, which proved the occalion of one of the 
moll remarkable occurrences that Church-Antiquity has conveyed to us. 
f ckyfoft ibid. There was a T place in the Suburbs of Antioch called Daphne, a place that 
M71 :'so\om. feemed to be contrived by nature on pur pole as the highell Scene 
62^!nu£;Ij. °f plealiire and delight. It was a delicate Grove thick let with 
10. f.28. p.ci. Cyprefs, and other Trees which according to the leafon afforded all 
manner of Fruits and Flowers. Furnifhcd it was with infinite variety 
of fhady Walks, the Trees joyning their bulky heads forbad the ap¬ 
proaches of the Sun to annoy and lcorchthem; watered with plenty of 
Cryftal Fountains and plealiint Rivulets, the air cool and temperate, 
and the wind playing within the boughs of the Trees, added a natural 
harmony and delightful murmur. It was the uiiial Scene ol the Poets 
amorous and wanton fancies, and indeed lo great a temptation to in¬ 
temperance 
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temperance and riot, that it was accounted fcandalous for a good Marl 
to be leen there. But that which was the greateft glory of the place 
was a ftately and magnificent Temple, laid to be ereded there by Helen - 
cus Father to Antiochus, who built Antioch, and by him dedicated to 
Apollo Daphne us, who alfo had a very coftly and ancient Image placed 
within the Temple, where Oracles were given forth, which gave not 
the leaft addition to the renown and honour of it. And in this condi¬ 
tion it remained, till Gallus , Julians elder Brother being lately created 
Qafar by his Coufin Conftantius, was lent torelideat Antioch, to lecure 
thofe frontier parts of the Empire againft the incurftons of the Enemy. 

He having a lingular veneration for the memories of Chriftian Martyrs, 
refolved to purge this place from its lewd Cuftoms and Pagan Superfti- 
tions. Which he thought he could not more etfedually compals than by 
building a Church over againft: Apollo s Temple ; which was no looner 
finifhed and beautified, but he cauled S. Babylas his Coffin to be tranlla- 
ted thither. 

IX. T H E Devil it leems liked him not for fo near a neighbour, his 
Prelence ftriking him dumb, lo that henceforth not one fv liable of an 

Oracle was given out. This filence was at firft * looked" upon as the *chryf 0 (i.f. 
effed only of negled, that the lullen D.crnon would not anlwer, be- p 4 r ‘t lcri '' t0 / 
caule he had not his uiiial tribute of Sacrifices, Incenle, and other Ritual usiK ' uciU " 
honours paid to him; but was found afterwards to arile from the neigh¬ 
bourhood of S. Babylas his alhes, which cauled their lecond removal 
upon this occafion. Julian having fucceeded Conftantius in the Empire, 
came to Antioch in order to his expedition into Perfta, and being intole¬ 
rably overgrown with Supcrftition, prelently went up to Apollo’s Tem¬ 
ple, to confult f the Oracle about the fuccels of the War, and Pome other t chrrfoft. Ho~ 
important affairs of the Empire, offering the choiceft Sacrifices, and ma- 
king very rich and coftly Prelents. But alas, all in vain, his Prayers, and s.Bi'ytp. 
Gifts, and Sacrifices availed nothing, the Damon giving him to under- 6 i^ 6 piAn 9. 
ftand that the dead kept him from fpeaking, and that till the place was Imfsoaf. 
cleared from the Corps that lay hard by, he could return no anfwers by 
the Oracle. Julian quickly perceived his meahing , and though many To; 

dead Bodies had been buried there, he fulpeded ’twas Babylas his Re- ‘ 

mains that were particularly aimed at, and therefore commanded the S’Sla' 
Chriftians to remove them thence. Who thereupon affembled in infi- ?, ’ C ‘ *' 
nite numbers, Perlons of all Ages and Sexes, and laying the Coffin upon 
an open Chariot, brought it into the City with moft folemn triumph, 

Tinging Plalms of joy all the way they went; and at the end of every 
period, adding this tart flinging Verficle , Confounded be all they that wor- 
(hip carved Images. 

X. T H E Reader ’tis like may be apt to leruple this ftory, as favou¬ 
ring a little of Superftition, and giving too much honour to the Reliques 
of Saints. To which I fhall lay no more, than that the credit of it leems 
unqueftionable, it being reported not only by Socrates , Sozomen, and 
Theodoret ( who all lived very near that time ) but by Chryfoftom, who 
was born at Antioch, and was a long time Presbyter of that Church, and 
was Scholar there to Libanius the Sofhifter at that very time when the 

thing was done, and an * eye-witnels of it, and who not only preached *vid.iib.ciut. 
the thing, but wrote a difcourle againft the Gentiles upon this very 
Subjed, wherein he appeals ff to the knowledge both of young and old f mi J.*}J* 
then alive, who had leen it, and challenges them to Hand up, and con- 
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tradi£fc, if they could, the truth of what he related. Nay, which fur¬ 
ther puts the cafe paft all peradvcnture, * Libanius the Orator evidently 
conlelles it, when he tells us, that Apollo Daphnaws, though before neg¬ 
lected and forgotten, yet when Julian came with Sacrifices.and Oblations 
to kils his foot, he appeared again in his Rites of Worfhip, after that he 
had been freed from the unwelcome neighbourhood of a certain dead Ma -, 
who lay hard by, to his great trouble and dillurbance. And Julian him- 
felft tells the Chriftians that he had lent back to v rex&v'? Ax<pv» s- their 
dead Man that had been buried in Daphne. Nor is it improbable that 
God fhould fuffer fucli an extraordinary paffage to happen, efpecially at 
this time, to demonilrate the vanity of the Gentile Religion, to correct 
the Infidelity of the Emperor, and to give teltimony to that Religion, 
which lie fcorned with fb much infolence and farcafm, and purfued with 
fo much vigour and oppofition. If any enquire why Julian fhould fo 
far gratifie the Chriftians, as to bellow the Martyrs bones upon them, 
and futfer them to convey them with lo much pomp and honour into 
the City, and not rather fcatter the allies into the Air, throw them into 
the Fire, or drown the Coffin in the River? * Chryfojlom an fivers, that he 
durll not, lie was afraid leiff he Divine vengeance fhould overtake him, 
left a thunderbolt from Heaven fhould ftrike him, or an incurable Difeafe 
arreft him, as fuch kind of miferable fates had overtaken fome of his 
predeceftors in the height of their attivity again!! the Chriftians, and he 
had lately feeu fad inftances of it that came very near him ; his Uncle 
Julian Prefect of the Eajl , a petulant fcorner and apoftate derider of 
Chriftians, who having broken into the great Church at Antioch , had 
treated their Communion Plate with the greateft irreverence and con¬ 
tempt, throwing it upon the ground, fpurning, and fitting upon it, and 
after all carrying it away into the Emperors Exchequer, w as immedi¬ 
ately feized with a loathfome difeafe, which I am not willing to mention, 
which within a few days, in fpight of all the arts of Phyfic, put an 
end to his miferable life. And Ecelix the Treafurer , a Man of the fame 
fpirit and temper, and enraged with him in the fame defign, coming 
lip to the Palace, on a fiidden fell down upon the top of the fteps and 
burft afunder. Ammianus Marcellinus i* himfelf confeffing that he died 
of a fiidden Flux of Flood. Others there were, who about that time 
came to wretched and untimely ends, but thefe two only are particu¬ 
larly noted by Chryfojlom . Examples, which ’tis probable had put an 
awe and reftraint upon him. 

XI .BUT evil Men wax worfe and tvorfe. Julian y however awed at 
prefent,yet his rage quickly found a vent, which all his Philofophy could 
not flop. Vexed * to fee the Chriftians pay fofolemn a veneration to 
the Martyr, and efpecially ftung with the hymns which the Chriftians 
fung, the very next day he gave order againft the advice of his Privy 
Council, to Salufl the Prefell , to perfecute the Chriftians, many of 
whom were accordingly apprehended, and caft into Prifon. And among 
the reft one Theodor us a Youth, was caught up in the ftreets, and put 
upon the Rack, his flefh torn off with Iron Pincers, fcourged and beaten, 
and when no tortures could fhake his conftancy, or fo much as move his 
patience, he was at length difmiffed. Rujfinus afterwards met with this 
Theodorus , and asking him whether in the midft of his torments he felt 
any pain; he told him, at firft he was a little fenfible, but that one in the 
fhape of a young Man flood by him, who gently wiped off the fweat 

from 
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from his face, refreflied him with cold water, and fupported his Spirit 
with prefent confolations, fo that his Rack was rather a pleafure than a 
torment to him. But to return. 

XII. HEAVEN fliewed it felf not well pleafed with the proceed¬ 
ings of the Emperour. For immediately the Temple of Apollo in the 
Daphne took fire, which in a few hours burnt the famed Image of the 
God, and reduced the Temple, excepting only the Walls and Pillars, 
intoafhes. This the Chriftians aferibed to the divine vengeance, the 
Gentiles imputed it to the malice of the Chriftians : and though the 
Priefts and Warders of the Temple were racked to make them fay fo, 
yet could they not be brought to affirm any more, than that it was fired 
by a light from Heaven. This conflagration is mentioned not only by 
Chriftian Writers, but by * Ammianus Marcellinus, and by'f Julian him- * Li '°- 22. p. 
felf, but efpecially by Libanius the Orator, who in an Oration on pur- floe r k p r dt 
polo made to the People, elegantly bewails its unhappy fate; whole T " iT ' ct ' 
Difcourfe St. Chryfojlom takes to task, and makes witty and eloquent re¬ 
marques upon it. If the Reader ask what became of Baby las his Remains 
after all this noife and buftle, they were entombed within the City in a 
Church dedicated to his name and memory, and in after-Ages are * laid * Vid.Bol/au. 
to have been tranflated ( by fome Chriftian Princes, probably, during 
their Wars in the holy Land ) to Cremona in Italy , where how oft they ^ 5 °* 
have been honourably repofed, and with how much pomp and ceremo¬ 
nious veneration they are mil entertained, they who are curious after fuch 
things may enquire. 


The End of S. BABYLA S!s Life . 
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fit'unity by thepcrfuafions of C&eilius. Their mutual endearment Hie 
great Charity to the Poor. His Baptifm. Made Presbyter and Bfhop of 
Carthage* Hismode(l declining the honour. His profeription rece/s , 
and care of his C bur eh during that retirement. 7 he cafe of the L iplcd 
A brief account of the rife of the .Novation Sect. The fierccncfs of tie Per- 
fcent ion at Carthage under Dccius. The courage and patience of the 
Umfhans; Cyprian , return. A Synod at Callage about the cafe of 
the Lapfcd, and the cafe of Novatian. Their determination of the e 
matters. Ratified (y a Synod l at Rome: and another at Antioch. A 
o econd Synod about the fame affair. Moderation in the EccleftafHc Difci 
p linen fed in the time of Perfection. The,great PefHence it Carthage. 
The inferable flat c of that City. 1 he mighty Charity of St. Cyprian and 
the Chrifians at t at time ThefeeJis ’charge/n on the /l/fiiZs. 
St. Cyprian * vindication of them. The time of Baptizing Infants deter- 
■ ^^. ot )cr to decide the cafe of the Spanidi B,flops 
that had lapfcd in the time of Perfection. TheControverfic concerning 
the Re-baptizing thofc who had been Baptized by Heretics. This refol-vcd 
T" in LXXX VII. African Biffs. Vfc iJoflfiZi 

between Cyprian, Firnulian, and Stephen Bijbop of Rom z about thism-t- 
ffi , Cyprian arraigned before the Proconful. His refo/nic cirr/e 
His bam foment to CurublS. His Martyrdom foretold him by aVififn. 
His Letters during his exile The fevere nfage of the Chilians. His 
miharawmet, and why. His apprehenfion and examination before the 
Proconful. The Sentence faffed upon him His Martyrdom, and place 
of burial. His Piety, Fidelity, Chaff tty, Humility, Modefly Chanty//, 
His natural parts. His Learning wherein it mainly confided. 7 be polite 
nefs and elegancy of his ffyle. His pick proficiency m Chriflian Indu s. 
Hu frequent convene with Tertullian j Writings. His Books. J he e v- 
ccUency 0 f thofc afenbed to him. The great honour done to his me 
mory. ■ 

tIASCIVS Cxctlim Cyprian was born at Car- 
y _ •• &A ,h f c ‘ “ tllc tlcclmmg part of the foiwoi».> Sc 

C “T' t W)f lc puticularyear cannot be al¬ 
ii, ~ ccitamcd. Who or what liis Parents were is 

- rr 11, I b rd "!i B TT s ( not to mention 
o hcis;.nakesh,mtlef=c„ded°f a rich honoma- 

bie Family, and hnnielt to have been one of 
the chief of the Scnatonan Order ; and this un- 
c , 1 ?n tlie Authority off Nazianzen, who indeed if 

firms, it ; but then certainly forgot that in very few hues before he had 
exploded as a fabulous midake, the confounding our Cyprian with air 
ther of the fame name, of whom Nazianzen unqucdionably mein if “ 
For behdes our Carthaginian Cyprian, there was another born at Antioch 
a perion of great learning and eminency, who travelled through G / 
Phrygia, Egypt, India, ( batd*a and where not? famous for the Study 
and the Aits of Magic, by which he fought to compafs the affeftions of 
Jufttna , a noble Chudian Virgin ‘at Antioch, by whole Prayers and en 
deavours he was converted, baptized, made iird Sexton then nfi 
of that Church, was indued with miraculous powers md alteru-nT 

conftcmtcdBin^pof that Chuich,f thou,!, 1 l ciiii^And « bSe 
m the Catalogue of the Bifhops ot that Sec, drawn up by Afe/W 
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C onffantinoplc ) and at lad having been miferably tormented at Antioch 
was lent to Diocle\ian himlelf then at Nicomedia, by whole command to¬ 
gether with fit fin a, fent thither ado at the fame time from Damafcus he 
was beheaded. The Hifioiy of all which was largely deferibed in three 
Books in Verfe, written by the noble Emprefs Eudocia, the excerpt a 
whereof are dill extant in * Phot ins. This account Simeon the Meta- * r ° l 
phrafi, Nicephorus and the later Greeks without any Scruple attribute to r;! ‘ 

St. Cyprian Carthage, nay fome of them make him to differ Martyr¬ 
dom under the Decian Perfecution. T hougli in the whole miffakc the more 
to be pardoned, in that not only Prudentius , but Naztanzcn had loner 
before mamfeftly confounded thefe two eminent perfons, who finding 
leveral paffages of the Antiochian Cyprian very near akin to the other* 
carried all the red along with them, as two perfons very like are oft mid 
th . e L one for the other. To prove that our Cyprian was not him 
defended by Naztanzcn, were a vain and necdlefs attempt, the accounts 
concerning them being fovadly different, both as to their Countrey E- 
ducatioy manner of Life, Epifcopal charge, the time, place, and com¬ 
panions of their death, that it is plainly impoflible to reconcile them. But 
of this enough. 

y-, Sc ;.S r , R l AN ) education was ingenuous poliflied by Study frmxiac.h 
and the liberal Arts, though principally he addicted himfelf to tlieStr- vit ‘ r: yf r - n °n 
dy of Oratory and Eloquence, wherein he made fuch vad improve- iongeabi ' :it - 
ments, that publicly and with great applaufc ho taught Rhetoric at *Car- 
thage. All which time lie lived in great pomp and plenty, in honour in( lP ri ^ 
and power, his garb fplendid, his retinue dately; never going abroad 
(as himfelf tells us f) but he was thronged with a crowd of Clients and f AiDom. 
Followers. The far greated part of his life he parted among the errors E W- '• $ - 
of the Gentile Religion, and was at lead upon the borders of old A^e 
when he was refeued from the ValTalage of inveterate Cufloms, the 
darknelsot Idolatry, and the errors and vices of his pad life, as * himlelf * 7 
intimates in his Epidle to Donat its. He was converted to Chridianity 
by the arguments and importunities of C«cilms\* Presbyter of Carthaoe, + Vnrt ihu h 
aperfon whom ever after lie loved as a friend, and reverenced as all- I/. f 
ther. And do mutual an endearment was there between them, that Cy- 
prian in honour to him aflumed the title of Cmcihus ; and the other at 
his death made him Ins Executor, and committed his Wife and Children 
to his dole care and tutelage. Being yet a Catechumen * he gave early 
in dances of a great and generous piety: profelfed a drift and leverc ' 
temperance and fobnety, accounting it one of the bed preparations for 
tlie entertainment ot the truth, to fiibdue and tread down all irregular 
appetites and inclinations. His edatc, at lead the greated part of it he 
fold, and didnbuted among the neceditics of the poor, at oncetrhim- 
piling over the love ot the World, and cxercifing that great duty of 
Mercy and Chanty, which God values above all the Ritual Devotions 
m the World. So that by the fpeedy progrefs of his piety ( lays Powhs 
his Friend and Deacon) he became altnod a perfeft Chriftian, bufoiv he 
had learnt the rules of Chridianity. 

III. B E IN G fully indrufted in the rudiments of the Chridian Faith 
lie was Baptized ff , when the mighty aflidances which he received from fF ^ , ; 
above, perfeft y diljxllcd all doubts, cnlightned all oblcurities, and en- As- ‘ 
abled him with calc to do things, which before he looked upon asim- 
podible to be ddcliarged. Not long after, he was called to the i.ffftiour 
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Ecclefiaftic Offices, and then advanced to the degree of Presbyter, 
wherein he fo admirably behaved himfelf, that he was quickly fum- 
moned to the higheft Order and Honour in the Church. Donat us his 
immediate predeceffor in the See of Carthage ( as his own words * leetn 
to imply ) being dead, the general vogue both of Clergy and People ( Fe- 
liciffimns the Presbyter and fome very few of his Party only diffent- 
ing f) was for Cyprian to lucceed him. Put the great modefty and hu¬ 
mility of the Manmade him flie * from the firft approaches of the news, 
lie thought himfelf unfit for fo weighty and honourable an imployment, 
and therefore defired that a more worthy perlon, and fome of his Seniors 
in the Faith might pollels the place. His declining it did but let fo 
much the keener an edge upon the defires and expectations of the Peo¬ 
ple ; his doors were immediately crowded, and all paflages of efoape 
blocked up; he would indeed have fled out at the window, but find¬ 
ing it in vain, he unwillingly yielded, the People in the mean while 
impatiently waiting, divided between hope and fear, till feeing him 
come forth, they received him with an univerfal joy and fatisfaftion. 
This Charge lie entred upon Ann . CCXLVIII. as himfelff plainly inti¬ 
mates, when in his Letter to Cornelius he tells him he had been four years 
Pilh op of Carthage : which Epiftle was written not long after the begin¬ 
ning of Cornelius his Pontificat, Ann. CCLI. It was the third Conliil- 
fliip of Philip the Emperor; a memorable time, it being the thoufandth 
year abVrbeCondita , when the Ludi Steal arcs were celebrated at Rome 
with all imaginable magnificence and folemnity. Though indeed it 
was then but the declining part of the Annus Mtllefimus^ which began 
with the Paliha, about April XXI. of the foregoing year, and ended 
with the Palilia of this: w hence in the Ancient coins of this Emperour 
tilde Secular Sports are fbmetimes aferibed to his fecond, fometimes, to 
his third Confullhip, as commencing in the one, and being compleated in 
the other. 

IV. THE entrance upon his Care and Government was calm and 
peaceable, but he had not been long in it before a ftorm overtook him, 
anti upon what occafion I know not, hewaspublickly *profcribed by the 
name of Ctcilius Cyprian Biftjp of the Chnjlians, and every Man comman¬ 
ded not to hide or conceal his goods. And notfatisfied with this, they 
frequently called out, that he might be thrown to the Lions. So that 
being warned by a divine admonition and command from God (as he 
pleads for himfelf ft) and left by his refblute defiance of the public 
fentence he Ihould provoke his adverfaries * to fall more foverely upon 
the whole Church, he thought good at prefent to withdraw himlelf, 
hoping that malice would cool and die, and the fire go out when the 
fewel that kindled it was taken away. During this rccefs, though ab-* 
lent in body, yet was he prefent in Spirit, liipplying the want of his 
prefence by Letters, ( whereof he wrote no lefs than XXXVIII ) by pious 
counfels, grave admonitions, frequent reproofs, earned: exhortations, 
andelpecially by hearty prayers to heaven for the welfare and prolpe- 
rityofthe Church. That which created him the greateft trouble, was 
the cafe of the lapfed, whom fome Presbyters without the knowledge 
and content of the Pifhop, rafhly admitted to. the Communion of the 
Church upon very eafie terms. Cyprian , a ftilf aflfertcr of Ecclefiaftic 
Difcipline, and the rights of his place, would not brook this, but by fe- 
veral Letters not only complained of it, but endeavoured to reform it, 

not 


2 55 


7 he Life of Sr. Cypua n. 

not {paring the Martyrs themfelves, who prefianing upon their great 
merits in the caufe of Religion, took upon them to give Libels of Peace 
to the lapfed, whereby they were again taken into Communion, fooner 
than the Rules of the Church did allow. 

V. THIS remifiiefs of Difcipline, and eafie admiffion of Penitents 
gave occafion to Nov at us , one of the Presbyters of Carthage to ftart 
afide, and draw a Faftion after him, denying any place to the lapfed 
though penitent, m the peace and communion of the Church; not that 
they abfolutely excluded them the mercy and pardon of God (for they 
left them to the fentence of the divine Tribunal ) but maintained that 
the Church had no power to abfolve them that once lapfed after Bap- 
tifm, and to receive them again into Communion. Having fufficiently 
imbroiled the Church at home ( where he was in danger to be Excom¬ 
municated by Cyprian for his fcandalous, irregular, and unpeaceable pra¬ 
ctices ) over he goes with fome of his Party to Rome y where by a pretence 
of uncommon fanftity and feverity, befides fome Confeffors lately de¬ 
livered out of Prifon, he leduced Novattanus ( who by the Greek Fathers 
is ahnoft perpetually confounded with Nov at us) a Presbyter of the Ro¬ 
mm Church, a Man of an infolent and ambitious temper, and who had 
attempted to thruft himfelf into that Chair. Him the Party procures 
by cbncular Arts and uncanonical means to be confecrated Bifhop and 
then fet him up againft Cornelius , lately ordained Bifhop of that See, 
whom they peculiarly charged * with holding a communion with Tro- * vl j - 
phimus and fome others of the Tburificati, who had done Sacrifice in the aaltfLlt 
late Perlecution. Which though plaufibly pretended, was yet a falfe alle- 65 * 
gation; Trophimus and his Party not being taken in, till by great humility ft 
and a public penance they had given fatisfaHion to the Church, nor he 
then fuffered to communicate any otherwife than in a Lay-capacity 
Being difappointed in their defigns, they now openly fhew themfelves 
in their own colours, feparate from the Church , which they charge 
with loofnefs and licentioufnefs in admitting fcandalous offenders, and by 
way of diftinftion, ftiling themfelves Cat bari 9 the pure undefiled Party 
thole who kept themfelves from all fociety with the lapfed, or them that 
communicated with them. Hereupon they were on all hands oppofed by 
private perfons, and condemned by public Synods, and cried down by the 
common V^e of the Church, probably not fo much upon the account 
of their different lentiments and opinions in point of pardon of fin and 
Ecclefiaftical Penance ( wherein they flood not at fo wide a diftancc 
from the doctrine and praftice of the early Ages of the Church) as for 
their infolent and domineering temper, their proud andfurly carriage* 
their rigorous and imperious lmpofing their way upon other Churches 
their taking upon them by their own private Authority to judge, cen- 
fure and condemn thofe that joyned not with them, or oppofed them 
their bold devefting the Governors of the Church of that great powe? 
lodged in them, of remitting crimes upon repentance, wliich feem to 
have been the very Soul and Spirit of the Ncrvatian Se£L 

I N the mean while the Perfecution under Decius ra^ed with 
an uncontrolled fury over the African Provinces, and efpecially at Car* 
thage, concerning which Cyprian every where * gives large and fad ac¬ 
counts, whereof this the him. They were fcourged, and beaten, and 
racked, and roafted, and theirfleffi pulled off with burning pincers, 
beheaded with fwords, and run through with fpears, more inftruments 
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of torment being many times imployed about the man at once, than there 
were limbs and members of his .Body : they were ipoiled and piundred, 
chained and imprilbned, thrown to wild Bealls, and burnt at the Hake. 
And when they had run over all their old methods of execution, they 
ftudied for more, ex cogitat nova» pawns ingeniofa crude lit as, as he com¬ 
plains. Nordid they only vary, but repeat the torments, and where 
one ended, another began; they tortured them without hopes of dying, 
and added this cruelty to all the reft, to Hop them in their J ourney to 
Heaven; many who were importunately defirous of death, were lo tor¬ 
tured , that they might not die , they were purpolely kept upon the 
Rack, that they might die by piece-meals, that their pains might be lin- 
gring, and their lenle of them without intermillion, they gave them no 
intervals, or times of refpite, unlels any of them chanced to give them 
the Hip and expire in the midft of torments. All which did but render 
their Faith and Patience more illuftrious, and make them more earneftly 
long for Fleaven. They tired out their Tormentors, and overcame the 
fharpeft engines of execution, and finilcd at the bulie Officers that were 
raking in their wounds, and when their flelh was wearied , their Faith 
was unconquerable. The multitude beheld with admiration thefe hea¬ 
venly conflicts, and Hood aftonilhed to hear the fervants of Chrift in the 
midft of all this with an unlhaken mind making a free and bold confeffion 
of him, dellitute of any external fuccour, but armed with a divine power, 
and defending themlelves with the Shield of Faith. 

VII. TWO full years St .Cyprian had remained in his retirement, when 
the Perfecution being fomewhat abated by the death of Decius , he return¬ 
ed to Carthage, Ann. GCLI. where lie let himfelf to reform dilorders, and 
to compole the differences that difturbed his Church. For which purpole 
he conven’d a Synod of his neighbour-Bifhops, to confult about the caule 
* Ad Cornel, of the lapfed. Who were no fooner met, * but there arrived melfengers with 
E :‘li 4 1 5s* Letters from Novatian , fignifying his Ordination to the See of Rome , 
and bringing an accufation and charge againft Cornelius. But the Men 
no looner appeared, but were difowned, and rejedlcd from Communion, 
elpecially after that Pompcius and Stephanas were arrived from Rome , 
and had brought a true account and relation of the cafe. The Synod 
therefore adviled and charged them to defift from their turbulent and 
Ichilmatical proceedings, not to rend the Church by propagating a per¬ 
nicious Faction, that it was their beft way and the lafeft counlel they 
could take to lhcw themlelves true Chriftians, byreturning back to the 
fAd Anton. ^ eacc of the Churchy As for the lapfed , having difculfed their cafe ft ac- 
Epiji.^.p.e^ cording to the Rules of the holy Scripture, they concluded upon this wile 
and moderate expedient, that neither all hopes of Peace and Communion 
Ihould be denied them, left looking upon themlelves as in a delperate 
cafe, they Ihould ftart back into a total A poftahe from the Faith, nor yet 
the cenliiresof the Church be lo far relaxed , as ralhly to admit them to 
Communion: but that the caules being examined, and regard being had 
to the will of the Delinquents, and the aggravations of particular cafes, 
their time of Penance Ihould be accordingly prolonged, and the divine 
clemency be obtained by abbs of a great lorrow and repentance. Their 
meaning is, that the lapfed being of leveral forts, Ihould be treat¬ 
ed according to the nature of their crimes; the Libcllatici , who 
had only purchaled Libels of fecurity and diliniffion from the Heathen 
Magiftrate to excufe them from doing Sacrifice in time of perfecution , 
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fhould have a a fhorter time of penance affigned them, the Sacrificati, 
who had actually lacrificed to Idols, Ihould not be taken in till they had 
expiated their offence by a very long penance, and (as they fometimes 
call it) fatisfaBion. This Synodical determination * was prefently lent 
to Rome, and ratified by Cornelius and a Council of fixty Bilhops, and ifc.^.p. 
above as many Presbyters and Deacons* concluding ( and the Decree 24? * 
examined, affented to, and publifhed by the Bilhops in their feverai 
Provinces ) that Novatus and his inlolent Party, and all that adhered to 
his inhumane and mercilels opinion, Ihould be excluded the Commu¬ 
nion of the Church ; but that the Brethren who had fallen into that ca¬ 
lamity, Ihould be gently dealt with, and reftored by methods of repen¬ 
tance. About the fame time there was a Synod alio held at Antioch by 
the Eajlern Bilhops about the fame affair. For fo Dionyfius ft Bifhop of 
Alexandria in his Letter to Cornelius of Rome, tells him, that he had been ^.p.' 2 \f' 
fummoned bv Helenas Bifhop of Tarfus, Firmilian of Cappadocia , and 
TheoZtiJlus o t Cafarea in Palejlin, to meet in Council at Antioch, to fup- 
preft the endeavours of lorne, who fought there to eftablifh the Nova¬ 
tian Schifm. 

VIII. THE next Year May XV. Ann, CCLII began another * Coun- * Epift. Synod. 
cil at Carthage about this matter, and wherein they fteered the fame 

courle they had done before, being rather fwayed to moderate coun- Ep/^.p. 82. 
lels herein, becaufe frequently admonifhed by divine revelations of an 
approching Perfecution , and therefore did not think it prudent and 
reafonable, that Men Ihould be left naked and unarmed in the day of 
battel, but that they might be able to defend themfelves with the fhield 
of Chrifts body and blood. For how fhould they ever hope to per- 
fuadc them tolhed their own blood in the caufe of Chrift, if they denied 
them the benefit of his blood ? how could it be expe&ed they Ihould 
be ready to drink of the cup of Martyrdom, whom the Church de¬ 
barred the priviledge to drink of the cup of Chrift? While peace and 
tranquillity liniled upon the Church, they protra&ed the time of pe-* 
nance, and allowed not the Sacrifcati to be re-admitted, but at the hour 
of death. But that now the enemy was breaking in upon them, and Chri¬ 
ftians were to be prepared and heartned on for luffering, and encourage¬ 
ment to be given to thofe who by the fmcerity of their repentance had 
fhewed themlelves ready to refill: unto blood, and to contend earneftly 
for the Faith. This they did not to patronize the Lazy, but excite the 
Diligent, the Churches Peace being granted not in order to eafe and 
foftnels, but to conflict and contention. And if any improved the in¬ 
dulgence to worfer purpofes, they did but cheat themlelves, and fuch 
they remitted to the divine Tribunal. At this Synod appeared one 
ft Privatus , who having fome years fince been condemned for Herefie \ibilp.u-. 
and other crimes by a Council of XC. Bifhops, defired that his caule 
might be heard over again, but was reje&ed by the Synod, whereupon 
gathering a Party of the lapfed, or the Schifmatics, he ordained at Car¬ 
thage one Fortunatns Bifhop, giving out that no lefs than five and twen¬ 
ty Bifhops were prelent at the conlecration. But the notorious' fall- 
hood and vanity of their pretences being difeovered, they left the place and 
fled over to Rome. 

IX. ABOUT this time happened that miferable Plague, that lo 
much affli&ed the Roman World , wherein Carthage had a very deep 

lhare. * Vaft multitudes were fwapt away every day, the fttal Mel- * • . 
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longer knocking as he went along at every door. The ftreets were fil¬ 
led with the carcafles of the dead, which leaned to implore the afii- 
fiance of the living, and to challenge it as a l ight by the Laws of Na¬ 
ture and Humanity, as that which fhortly themlelves miglit (land in 
need of. But alas all in vain, every one trembled, and fled and fhifted 
for hirnlelf, delcrted their deareft friends and nearefl relations ; none 
confidered what might be his own cale, nor how rcalonable it was that 
he fhould do for another, what he would another fhould do for him, 
and if any liaid behind, it was only to make a prey. In this calamitous 
and tragic Scene, S. Cyprian calls the Chriftians together, inftrufts them in 
the duties of Mercy and Charity, and from the Precepts and Examples 
of the holy Scripture (hews them what a mighty influence they have 
to oblige God to us ; that it was no wonder if their Charity extended 
only to their own Party, the way to be perfeft, and to be Chriftians 
indeed, was to do fomething more than Heathens and Publicans , to over¬ 
come evil with good, and in imitation of the divine benignity to love our 
Enemies , and according to our Lord’s advice, to pray for the happinels 
of them that perfecute us ; that God conftantly makes his Sun to rile, 
and his rain to fall upon the Seeds and Plants, not only for the advan¬ 
tage of his own Children, but of all other Men; that therefore they 
fhould aft as became the nobility of their new birth, and imitate the 
example of fuch a Father, who profefTed themlelves to be his Children. 
Perluaded by this and much more that he difeourfed to the lame effeft, 
enough to convince the very Gentiles themlelves, they prelently divi¬ 
ded their help according to each ones rank and quality. Thole who by 
realon of poverty could contribute nothing to the charge, did what was 
infinitely more, perlonally laboured in the common calamity, an afli- 
ftance infinitely beyond all other Contributions. Indeed every one was 
ambitious to engage under the conduft of fuch a Commander, and in a 
fervice wherein they might lo eminently approve themlelves to God die 
Father and Chrift the Judge of all, and in the mean time to lo pious 
and good a Bifhop. And by this large and abundant charity great ad¬ 
vantage redounded not to themlelves only, who were of the houflaold of 
faith , but univerlally to all. And that he might not be wanting to any, 
he penned at this time his excellent Dilcourle concerning Mortality, where¬ 
in he lo eloquently teaches a Chriftian to triumph over the fears of death, 
and lhews’ how little realon there is exceflively to mourn for tliofe friends 
and relations, that are taken from us. 

X. THIS horrible peftilence, together with the Wars which of late had, 
and even then did, over-run the Empire,the Gentiles generally charged up¬ 
on the Chriftian Religion, as that for which the gods were implacably an¬ 
gry with the World. To vindicate it from this common objeftion, Cyprian 
addrefles hirnlelf in a Dilcourle to Demetrian the Proconful , wherein he 
proves that thele evils that came upon the World, could not be laid at 
... .. the door of Chriftianity, afligning other realons 

ad pofUganhs Ecchfiu tdicu or them, and among the reft their wild and bru- 
. *— jMjjji- tilli rage againft the Chriftians, which had provo¬ 
ked the deity to bring thele calamities upon 
them, as a juft punifhment of their folly and macf- 
nefs in perlecuting a Religion, lo innocent and 
dear to Heaven. The Perlecution being over, 
a controverfie arole concerning the time of baptizing Infants, flatted 
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efpccially by hid ns * an African Bifliop, who.allotted that Baptilin was *>'7.'/. Epi(t. 
not to be admin ill red on the third or fourth, but as Circumcifion under- Tiffu 
the JetviJh ftate to be deferred till the eighth day. S. Cyprian in a Sy- ' " ' 

nod of fixty fix Bifhops determined this queftion, That it was not necef- 
fary to be deferred lb long, nor the grace and mercy of God to be de¬ 
nied to any as loon as born into the World; tiiat it was their univerlal 
lentence and relblution, that none ought to be prohibited Baptilin and 
the grace of God ; which as it was to be oblerved and retained towards 
all, fo much more towards Infants and new born Children. Not Ion^ af¬ 
ter which, another Council was held by + Cyprian , (importuned thereun- + eM 
to by the Bifhops of Spain ) to confult concerning the cale of Baft tides Bi- u/. & ftp 
fnop of Aft/trica , and Martial of Emerita in Spain , who had lapfed into the 
moft horrible idolatry in the late Perlecution, and yet Hill retained their 
places in the Church. The Synod refolved, that they were fallen from 
their Epifcopal Order, and the very lowell degree of the Miniftry, and 
that upon their repentance they were to be reflorcd to no more than the 
capacity of Laics in the communion of the Church. 

XI. IN this Synod, or another called not long after, the famous con- 
teft about re-baptizing thole who had been baptized by Heretics, recei¬ 
ved its firft approbation. It had been fbmetime fince by occafion of 
the Mon tan if s and Novatians ca rivalled in the Eajlern parts, thence it 
flew over to Numidia , by the Bifhops whereof it had been brought be¬ 
fore Cyprian , and the Council at Carthage , who determined that the 
thing was neceflary to be oblerved, and that this was no novel lentence, 
but had been lo decreed by his Predece/Tors, and the tiling conftantly 
praftifed and oblerved among them, as he allures them in the Synodi¬ 
cal * Epillle about this matter. Among others to whom they lent * Ep ift. 6 9 o, 
their Decrees, the Synod f efpccially wrote to Stephen Bifhop of Rome »»7- 
(who had lb far cfpoufed the contrary opinion, as to excommunicate | 2 E /^’ 72,? * 
the Synod at honittm for making the like determination) him they ac¬ 
quaint with the lentence they had palled, and the realons of it, which 
they hoped he alfb would ailent to, however did not magifterially im- 
pofe it upon him, every Bifliop having a proper Authority within the 
jurifdiclion of Iiisown Church, whereof lie is to render an account to 
God. Pope Stephen (with whom flood a great part of the Church) 
liked not their proceedings; whereupon a more general Council was 
fuinmoned, where no Ids than LXXXV 1 I. Bilhops from all parts of the 
African Churches met together, who unanimoufly ratified the former 
lentence, whole names and particular votes are extant in the f Acts of f ApUcppr.p. 
that Council. But numbers made the eaule never the better relented 
at Rome , and indeed the controverfie arofc to that height between thele Mdwvf*' 
two good Men, that Stephen gave Cyprian very rude and unchriiliaii lan¬ 
guage *, fliling him falfe Chrift , falfe Apoftle,deceitful worker, and Rich 
like: while on the other hand Cyprian treated him with more than ordi- adeyprf i 5 s* 
nary fliarpnels and levcrity, charging r [ him with pride and impertinence, 
and felf-contradiftion, with ignorance and indilcretion, with childilb- ffZ 
nels and obftmacy, and other exprefiions, far enough from that reve- dfr 
fence and regard, which S. Stephens SuccelTors claim at this day. And 
no better ulage did he find from Eirmilian Bifliop of (Afare a in Cappado- 
ci.t^ as may be&en in hi* letter to Cyprian *, charging Stephen with fii- . 
crificing the Churches Peace to a petulant humour , where inhumanity, P . /“f ^ 
audacioufnels, inlolence, wickednels, are loine of the charafters bellowed 
L 1 2 upon 
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upon him. A great inftance how far paflion and prejudice may tranf. 
port wife and good Men beyond the merits of the caufe, and what the 
Laws of Kindnefs and Charity do allow. I note no more concernin'* - 

* AdQuint. £- this, than that Cyprian and his Party * exprefly difowned Anabuptifm, 
fift. 71./UIJ. Qr rebaptization, they freely confefTed that there was but one Baptilin \ 

and that thofe who came over from Heretical Churches, where they 
had had their Baptifm, were not rebaptized, but baptized, their former 
Baptifm being ipfo fatfo null and invalid, and they did then receive, what 
(lawfully ) they had not before. 

XII. IT was now the Year CCLVII. when AJpaftus Paternus the 

cyfi'Zff.’ Procon f ul of Jfric lent f for Cyprian to appear before him, telling him, 
cypr. p. 16,17. t ^ lat * le ^ iac ^ lately received orders from the Emperours ( Valerian and 
*4- Gallien-us ) commanding that all that were of a Foreign Religion fhould 

worfhip the gods according to the Roman Rites, defiring to know what 
was his refolution ? Cyprian anfwered, 1 am a Chriftian and a lh(bop , I 
acknowledge no other gods, but one onely true God, who made Heaven and 
Earth, and all that therein is. This is he whom we Chr Jlians ferve, to whom 
we pray day and night, for our [elves and for all Men , and for the happinefs 
andprojperity of the Emperours. And is this then thy refolution'* faid 
the Proconful. That refolution, replied the Martyr, which is founded in 
God, cannot be altered. Then hete'd him, that he was to fearch out 
the Presbyters as well as Bifhops, requiring him to difeover them. To 
which Cyprian gave no other anfwer, than that according to their 
own Laws, they were not bound to be Informers. The Proconful then 
acquainted him, that he was commanded to prohibit all private Affem- 
blies, and to proceed witli capital leverity againft them that frequen¬ 
ted them. Whereat the good Man told him, that his belt way was to 
do as he was commanded. The Proconful finding ’twas in vain to treat 
with him , commanded him to be banillied, and accordingly he was 
tranfported to Curubitu , a little City handing inaP ninfula °vithin the 

* r. Du:, in Libyan Sea, not far from Pentapolis, a * place pleafiint and delightful 
-M.opr.p. 14. enough, and where he met with a kind and a courteous ufage, was fre¬ 
quently vilited by the Brethren, and furnifhed with all conveniences ne- 
celfary for him. 

XIII. BUT the greateft entertainment in this retirement, were thofe 
divine and heavenly Vifions with which God was plealed to honour 
him, by one whereof the very firft day of his coming thither he was par- 

Loc. citat. t i cu i ar iy forewarned of his approaching Martyrdom, whereof Pontius 

the Deacon, who accompanied him in his banifliment, gives us this ac¬ 
count from the Martyr’s own mouth. There appeared to him as he 
was going to reft, a young Man of a prodigious flature, who leemed to 
lead him tothe Prxtorium and to prefent him to the Proconful then fit¬ 
ting upon the Bench : who looking upon him, began to write fbniuhim*- 
in a Book, which the young Man who looked over his lhoulder, read, but 
not daring to fpeak, intimated by figns what it was: for extending one of 
his hands at length, he made a crofs Broke over it with the other, by 
which Cyprian prefently guefled the manner of his death. Whereupon 
he importunately begged of the Proconful but one days refpit to difpofe 
his allairs, and partly by the pleafingnels of the Judges countenance, part¬ 
ly by the figns which the young Man made of what the Proconful was 
noting in his Book, lie immediately gathered that hisrequeft was gran¬ 
ted. And juft fb it accordingly came to pals, both as to tlie time and 

man- 


manner of his Martyrdom, tint very day twelve-month, whereon he had 
this vilion, proving the period of his life. 

XIV. HOW a&ive and diligent he was to improve his opportunities 
to the beft advantage, appears from the leveral Letters he wrote during 
his confinement, efpeciaily to the Martyrs in Prifon, whole Spirits he re- 
frefhed by proper confblations, and prefted them to perfevere unto the 
Crown. While he was here Jie had news brought * him of the daily * Ad sur.tfp. 
increafe of the Perfecution, the Emperor Valerian having lent a Refcript E P'P-**-P- 
to the Senate, that Bifhops, Presbyters, and Deacons fhould be put to death ld °’ 
without delay; that Senators, and perfons of rank and quality lliould lofe 

their honours and preferments, forfeit their eftates, and if ftill they con¬ 
tinued Chriftians, lofe their heads; and that Matrons having had their 
goods confifcated, fhould be banillied; that Xyftns and Quart us had al¬ 
ready fullered in the Coy met cry, where their folemn alfemblies were held; 
and that the Governours of the City carried on the Perfecution with 
might and main, fpoilingand putting to death all that they could meet 
with. This fad and uncomfortable news f gave the good Man juft rea- f p. me. ubi 
fon to expeft and provide for his own fate, which he waited and wi- *$• 
filed for every day. Indeed fome perfons of the higheft rank ^and qua¬ 
lity his ancient friends came to him , and perfuaded him for the prefent 
to withdraw, offering to provide a fecure place for his retreat. But 
the defire of that Crown which he had in his eye, had let him above 
the World, and made him deaf to their kind offers and intreaties. True 
it is that when news was brought that the Officers were coming for 
him, to carry him to Vtica to fuller there, by the advice of his friends 
he ftept afide, being unwilling to fuffer any where but at Carthage, in 
the eye of the People, where lie had fo long, and lo fuccefsfully^prea¬ 
ched the Chriftian Faith, the truth, whereof he was defirousto feal 
with his Blood; it being very fit and congruous, that a Bifliop fhould 
fufter for our Lord in that place where he had governed his Church , 
and by that eminent confeffion edifie and encourage the Flock commit¬ 
ted to him, as lie tells * the People of his charge in the laft Letter that * Epijt. 3 2 y. 
ever he wrote. As for themfelves, he advifed them to peace and unity, l6u 
not to create trouble to one another, not to offer themfelves tothe Gen¬ 
tiles, but if any was apprehended, to ftandtoit, and freely confefs, as 
God fhould enable him to declare himfclf. 

XV. G A L E RIO S Maximus the new Proconful being returned to 
Carthage f, Cyprian ( who refolved but till then to conceal himfelf ) came 

home, and took up his relidence in his own Gardens. V/here Officers Afi ' Pjf l‘ on ' ib - 
were prefently lent to apprehend him, who putting him into a Chariot, 
carried him to the place where the Proconful was retired for his health, 
who commanded him to be kept till the next day, which was done in the 
houfe of one of the Officers that fecured him , the People alarm’d with 
the news of his return and apprehenfion, flocking to the doors, and 
watching there all night. The next morning being Septemb. XIV. Ann. 

Chr. CCLVIII. he was led to the ProconfuPs Palace, who not being yet 
come forth, he was carried afide into a by-place , where he refted him¬ 
felf upon a feat, which by chance was covered with a linnen cloath, that 
fb (lays my Author ) even in the hour of his Paflion lie might enjoy feme 
part of Epifcopal honour. The length and hurry of his walk, had put 
the infirm and aged Man into a violent fwcat, which being obferved by 
a Military Mdfenger, who had formerly been a Chriftian, he came to 

him 
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him and offered to accommodate him with dry linnen in dead of that 
wet and moitt that was about him : this he did in a pretended civility, 
hut really with deiign to have fecured feme Monument of the Marti rs 
lalt agony and labour, who returned no other anlivcr, than, li V feck to 
cure complaints aad /or rows, which perhaps to day jhall he no more for tnjer. 
33y this time the Proconfnl was come out, who looking upon him, Hid* 
Art thou Thafeius Cyprian, who haft been Bftjop and Father to Men of at) 
impious mind ? The Jacred Emperour commands thee to do facriftce. Be well 

adruifed , and do not throw away thy life. The holy Martyr replied, lam 
Cyprian, lam a Chriftian, and 1 cannot facrifice to the gods', do as thou 
art commanded ; as for me, info juft a cattfe there needs no con filiation. The 
Proconftl was angry at his refelute condancy, and told him, that he had 
been a long time of this lacrilegious humour, had deduced abundance 
into the fame wicked confpiracy with himfelf, and fhewn hiinfeif an 
enemy to the gods and Religion of the Roman Empire, one whom the 
pious and religious Emperours could never reduce to the obfervance of 
> their holy Rites: that therefore being found to be the Author and Ring¬ 

leader of fo hainous a crime, he fliould be made an example to thole 
whom he had feduced into fo great a wickednels, and that Dilcipline and 
leverity fliould be edablifhed in his Blood. Whereupon he read his 
fentence out of a I able-book, 1 will that '1 hafeins Cyprian he beheaded. 
To which the Martyr only anlivered, I heartily thank Almighty God) 
who is pleafed to Jet me free from the chains of the Body. ~ ? 

SEN 1 E N C E being pafTed, he was led away from the Tri¬ 
bunal with a drong guard of Souldiers, infinite numbers of People crou- 
ding after, the Chnlhans weeping and mourning, and crying out, Let us 
aljo he beheaded with him. The place of Execution was Sextus his Field 
a large circuit of Ground, where the 'frees ( whereof the place was full ] 
were loaded with perfons to behold the Spe&acle. The Martyr pre- 
lently began to drip himfelf, firit putting off his Cloak, which he folded 
up, and laid at his feet, and falling down upon his knees, recommended 
ins Soul to God in prayer ; after which he put off his Dalmatic, or un¬ 
der-coat which he delivered to the Deacons, and fb lhinding in nothin'** 
butvi Iinnen vellment, expebfed the hcadfman, to whom he commanded 
c . ..... .. the fum of about VI. pounds to bemven the 

spiaii.itnri xxv. ( a/i.i Aiti labnit xx.) ■‘^etuien j pi catling Iinnen Cloths about him to 

*- ms d.:na. Aifi. c.ypr. p. iSAmnis fnb im- preferve his Blood from being ipilt upon tin* 

po-itonous Ro;n.v.is z-itmt denoftro 1 <; $. fid fnb , Tmnnr l ]■, n,; r( . n.,,., ° f , . " „ 

Allxandro Siviro prim cull hit SoniH’S Anifi tA outlet > Ills lllllt UCCVCS being tit’ll by Julian 
( dinopw 7 5 . 6d.y& Tiimiijis Ami, q:d ( or as one of the Afts call him, 'Tallinn ) the 
V&MmU £Presbyter, and>//.«,the Sub-deacon, Iw cover- 
UeiiTn AO. ed his eyes with his own hand, and the Execution- 

, ' r er did his Office. His Body was by the Cliridi- 

ans uepnhtcd not far off, but at night for fear ot' the Gentiles, removed 
and with abundance of lights and torches folemnly interred in the 
met cry of Macrobins Candidas a Procurator , near the Filh-ponds in the 
Mippalian way. T his was done Ann. CC LV i fl. Valeriani & Gallnn V 
y?cc im ° extravagantly wide is the account of the * Alexandrian Chronicle C H it 
mil. xiu.’ mca . ns tIlc funeperfond when it tells us, that S. Cyprian federal Mar- 
p. 6i<. tyi dom Ann. Alex.mdn Imp. XIII. that is Ann. Chr. CCXXXIV tliou *fi 
the Confnls under which he places it ( and this agrees better with his 


it to the lad ye, 


A both of the Olympiads , and of Chads A/cenfion J aih<m 
cars of Maximinus, Ann. Chr. CCXXXVII. for fb he fa vs 
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that it was CCV. years after our Lords afeenfion into Heaven. Which 
was however far enough from truth. Indeed elfe where * he places *M.i.oimp. 
S. Cyprian ^ Martyrdom Valeriani II. which ( as appears by the Corf t Is h f lv - 

fhouldbeV. that is Ann. Chr. CCLVIII. But it is no new thing with * 
that Author to confound times and perlons, and alfign the lame events 
to different years. Tlius died this good Man, the fird Bilhop of his See 
that differed Martyrdom, as f Pontius his Deacon informs us, who was a f ibid.pie.i 6 . 
true lover of him, and followed him to the lad, and profelTes himfelf 
not to rejoice fo much at the glory and triumph of his Mader, as to 
mourn that he himfelf was left behind. 

XVII. S. C T P R IA N though darting late, ran apace in the Cha¬ 
dian race. He had a Soul inflamed with a mighty love and zeal for G od, 
whofe honour he dudied by all ways to promote. A wife and prudent 
Governour, a great afferter of the Churches Rights, a refolute Patron 
and defender of the Truth, a faithful and vigilant Overfeer of his flock, 
powerful and diligent in preaching, prudent in 

his determinations, moderate in his counfels, grave "" *gj 

and fevere in his admonitions, pathetical and af- omnibus in tmtiatu major, 'in Urmont fam- 
feftionate in his perfuafives, indulgent tothePe- 

nitent, but inflexible to the obdinate and contu- aw , in obfrpio hmiiior , & u a ^ t ioZ 
macious. Infinite pains he took to reclaim the Mutyr. Epiji, ad 

lapfcd , and to redore them to the Cliurch by yp> ’ p ‘ I57 ‘ 
methods of penance * and due humiliation; he invited them kindly, ^vid.Acor- 
treated them tenderly; if their minds werere honed, and their defires 55 * 

fincere, he would not rigoroufiy examin their crimes by over-nice P ‘ 3 ‘ 
weights and meafures ; and fo prone to pity and compiffbm tliat he was 
afraid led he himfelf offended in remitting other mens offences. He va¬ 
lued the good of Souls above the love of his own life, conftant in the 
profeffion of Religion, from which neither by hopes nor fears could 
he be drawn afide. How ftri&ly chad and continent he was, even in 
his fird entrance upon Chridianity, we have noted in the beginning of 
his life. His humility eminently appeared in his declining the honour 
of the Epifeopal Order, and defire that it might be conferred upon a 
more deferving perfon; and when feme fa&ious and fchifmaticul per¬ 
fons traduced him as taking too much upon him, becaufe he controlled 
their wild and licentious courfes, he vindicates his humility at lar^e in 
a Letter to Pupianus ’[, who had made himfelf Head of the Party^that y E pitic 
appeared againd him. Somodcd, that in all great tranfa&ions concern- W. J ’ P ’ P * 
ing the Church, lie alwaysconfelted both his Colleagues and his Flock, 
himfelf a (Turing us % that from the very entrance upon his Billioprick *Ad.p m '>& 
he determined, not to adjudge any tiling by his own private Order Dif.Epif 
without the counfel of the Clergy, and the confent of the People. p ' I4 ’ 

His behaviour was compofed and feber T, his countenance grave, yet . . . 

chearful, neither guilty of a frowning feverity, nor an over-pleafmt lu.qffL. 
mirth, but an equal decorum and temperament of both, it bein '* 1 hard to 
fay, whether he more deferved to be loved or feared , but °that he 
equally defe ved both. And the very lame he was in his garb, feber 
and moderate, obferving a jud didance both from flovcnlinefs and fu- 
perfluity, Rich as neither argued him to be fwelled with pride and va¬ 
nity, nor infeTed with a fordid and penurious mind. But that which 
fetthe Crown upm the head of all his other Vertues, was his admira¬ 
ble and exemplary Charity, he was of a kind and compaffionate tem¬ 
per 
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per, and he gave it vent. Upon his firft embracing the Chriftian Re¬ 
ligion he {bid his eftate (which was not mean and inconfiderable ) and 
gave almoft all of it to the Poor, from which he fufFered no considera¬ 
tions to reftrain him. His hand, and tongue, and heart, were open upon 

* AdEpife. a n occafions; we find him at one time not only earneftly * prefling 

others to contribute towards the redemption of Chriftians taken captive 
°* 91 ' . by the Barbarians, but himfelf fending a colle&ion of a great many 
thoufand Crowns. Nor was this a Angle a£fc done once in his life, but 
+ pont.ubi. his ordinary pra&ice; his doors f were open to all that came, the Wi- 
W r > dow never returned empty from him ; to any that were blind, he would 

be their guide to dire£t them; thofe that were lame, he was ready to 
lend his afliftance to fupport them ; if any were opprefled by might, he' 
was at hand to refcue and protect them. Which things, he was wont 
to fay, they ought to do, who defired to render themfelves truly accep¬ 
table arid dear to God. 

XVIII. HIS natural parts feem to have been ready and acute enough, 
which how far he improved by fecular and Gentile Learning, is unknown. 
He feems to have laid no deep foundations in the Study of Philofo- 
phy, whereof few or no footfteps are to be feen in any of his Writings: 
his main excellency was eloquence, Rhetoric being his proper profeflion 
before his converfion to Chriftianity *, wherein he attained to fo great 
a pitch, that Erafinms , a competent judge of thefe matters, flicks not to 

* Pr 4 inCy;r. affirm, * that among all the Ecclefiaftics he is the only African Writer, 
eTiIsepW. that attained the native purity of the Latin Tongue. TertttIlian isdif- 
6 . col. \ 6 i 6 .' ficult and obfcure, S. Augufiin ftrangely perplexed and dry ; but Cyprtan 
■j Epift.adPsu- ( as g. ]4i erom f long Ance truly cenfured ) like a pure Fountain is fmooth 
To, 1 1.° 4 ’ and fweet. And Laclantius * long before him paired this judgment, that 

* De jufiit. /. Cyprian alone was the chief and famous Writer, eminent for his teaching 
5,c. i.f.459. Oratory, and writing Books admirable in their kind: that he had a fa¬ 
cile, copious, pleafant, and (which is the greateft grace of Speech ) 

clear and perfpicuous wit, that a Man can 
' l ' ardl y dl( “™> whether he be more eloquent 
Vum'genus (jje hotrimn cbrips fmd & Agere mm - in his expreflions, ealie in ins explications, or 
‘ im \„ „ . , potent in his perfuafives. Indeed his ftile is 

Dm liber ullits ml, dum fcrinta ficut liteisrum, r 1 1 j r . 1 • 11 

Tt n C it omnis am am thrift m , m, cyfriane , dif- very natural and ealic, nothing elaborate or 
... . „ . affc£led in it, or which favours of craft and 

n> ’ oftentation, but fucli every where the tenor of 
0 ahe candidius lingua gms\ o xovnm fapown'. his language ( I fpeak * Erafmus his fenfe as 

well as my own ) that you will think you hear 
ams: a truly Chriftian Bilhop, and one deligned for 

mtaMta. Martyrdom fpeaking to you. His mind was 
Cypr. Martyris, & Epitc. Carthag. inflamed with piety, and Ins fpeecli was an- 

fwerable to his mind : he fpake elegantly, and 
Locatatm y C t things more powerful than elegant, nor 

did he fpeak powerful things fo much as live them. After his coming over 
to the Church,he made Rich quick and vaft proficiencies inChriftianTheo- 
t Ad.™. 250. [Qgy^ t | lat '|- JUronirts thinks it not improbable to luppofe either that before 
“ ‘ ’ his converfion lie had been converlant in Books of Chrillians,or that he was 

miraculoully inllru£led from above .’Tis certain that afterwards he kept clof 
to Tertullians writings,without which he Icarce ever palled one day,often 
faying to his Notary ,Reach hither my Mafter, meaning Tertullian. A paflhge 
which S. Hierom * tells us he received from Panins of Concordia in Italy, who 
+ Dtferiit.it bad 

TolnU. naa 


Spiritas Hit, Dei, qtdftuxerat autorin Prophttas, 
Fortibus eloquii te ccditus a fins irrigaxit. 

0 nhe candidius lingua gtnus\ 0 xoviim Caponin'. 
Vt liquor ambrofius, cor mitigat , imbiiit palatum , 
Sidim animx penttrat , mentem fovtt , & permit 
anus : 

Sic Dens interims fentitur, & inditur medullis. 

Prudent. lUr'Sn? . hymn. XU. inl’amon. 
Cypr. Martyris, & Epifc. Carthag. 
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had it from the mouth of Cyprian s own Amanuenfits at Rome. And 
certainly it founds not a little to the commendation of his judgment, that 
he could drink fo freely at that great man’s Fountain, and fuck in none 
of his odd and uncouth opinions, that he could pick the Flowers, and 
pals by the ufelefs or noxious weeds; as a wife Man many times is fo far 
from being corrupted, that he is the more warned and con irmed in the 
right by another man’s errours and miftakes. As for his Writings, S. Hie - 
rom {a) partes them over with this chara&er, that it was fuperfluous to 
reckon them up, being clearer and more obvious than the Sun. Many 
of them are undoubtedly loft, the greateft part of what remain, are 
Epiftles, and all of them Rich, as admirably tend to promote the peace 
and order of the Church, and advance piety and a godly life. A great 
number of Tratfs, either dubious or evidently fuppofititious, are laid at 
his door, foine of them very ancient, and moft of them ufeful, it being his 
happinefs above all other Writers of the Church ( lays (b) Erafmns ) that 
nothing is fathered upon him but what is learned, and what was the iflue 
of fome confiderablePen. 

XIX. HE was highly honoured while he lived, not only by Men, 
confulted and appealed to in all weighty cafes by foreign Churches, but 
by frequent vifions and divine condelcenfions ( as he was wont to call 
them) whereby he was immediately warned and direded in all impor¬ 
tant affairs and exigences of the Church. After his death his memory 
was had in great veneration, the people of Carthage (c) erefling two emi¬ 
nent Churches to it, one in the place of his Martyrdom, the other in 
the Mappalian way, where he was buried. The former was ftiled 
Menfia Cypriani, Cyprian's Table, becaufe there he had been offered up a 
Sacrifice acceptable unto God. And here they had their anniverfary 
commemorations of him. Whether this was the Church mentioned by 
Procopins (d), I cannot tell, who informs us, that the Carthaginians above 
all people in the World honoured S. Cyprian, building a magnificent 
Church to his memory without the City W alls near the Sea fide, and 
befides other expreflions of honour done to him, they kept a yearly Fe- 
ftival, which they called Cypriana. This Church Honoriens King of the 
Vandals afterwards took from the Catholics , carting out the Orthodox 
Clergy with difgrace and contempt, and bellowed it upon the Arrians , 
which XCV. years after was recovered by the Empurour Jufiinian un¬ 
der the conduct of Belifarius, who befleged and took Carthage, and drove 
the Vandals out of all thofe parts. 


His Writings. 


Genuine. 

EpifioU ad Donat nm fiat bn a Ba- 
ptifmo confer ip t a. 

EpiftoU in Secejln toto biennio con - 
feripu XXXVIII. 

Fpifiolx fub Pontificatu Cornelii 
&Lncii XVIII. 

EpifioU Mificellanea; in pace variis 
t cmporibtis conjcripta VIII. 

EpifioU fub Pontificatu Stephani, dr 
de rebaptizandis Heretic is X. 


Ep fioU in exilio ficriptm fub finent 
'vita VII. 

De dificiplina & habitn Virginnm. 

De Lapfis. 

De D nit ate Ecclefiu Catholic.e. 

De Or at tone Dominica . 

Ad Demctrianum . 

De Idolornm v amt ate. 

De Martalitate. 

De Opere dr Elecmofiynis. 

De Bono Patient be 
Mm De 


(d) Ibid.it 
Cypr. 


(b) Vbi’upr. 


(cyiCiAtPtu 
fecyundul l.i. 
inter Orthod. 
PP. p. 801 . 
Tom. 2 . 


(d) DiBeU. 
Vandd. 1. 1 . 
vid. Siceph. 

1 . 17 . u. 
MSI* 
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De Zj/o & Livore. De unit,one Chrifmatis, & al.it Sa- 

De exhort at tone Martyrn ad Fortu - cr ament is 

. - <VJ r; De Pajfione ChrifH 
1 epmontorum adverfts Jttdxos Lib, De Refur reftione Chrijli. 

r 7 n l r , , De J f cen f tone Chrijti. 

Consilium Carthagwenfe , de baptt - De Sptritu Sanclo. 
zandis Hareticis. De Aleatoribu*. 

. F)e montibiu Sina cFSioncontr.Ju" 

Suppofititious. eUos. 

Carmen , Gcne(i\ 

De Speffaculis. Carmen , Sodoma. 

De Dijcipltna & bonopudicitu. Carmen , Senatorem Apojtatam . 

Laude Martyrii ad Mofen, Hymnus de Pafcba Domini . 

Novattanum , Z,4/>/fr Or*/*? pro Marty rib us 

vcnianon fit deneganda. Oratio in die Paffionie fun. 

De CardmatibusChrifii operibus. De fmgularitate Clericornm. 

it J u, f‘ u t e . Chri P: . In Symbolum Apojlotorum Exfopth. 

t\ f t ’‘ >/>c f ,rc " mc, f loms ‘ He judaica incredulitate. 

De otella & Magis, ac innocentium Mv.Judaos, qui Chriftum infecuti 

r^ neCe ‘ r ■ funt. 

De Bapt if mo Chrijli, & manifejlati- De revclatione CapitU B. ’loan Ba- 
one Tnmtatis. P’fia. 

De jejunio fir tentationibus Chrijli. De duflici Matty no, ad Fortunatum. 
De C ana Donum . De Xtl. Abuftimbu, SaeuU. 

De Ab/uttone fedum. Difpofttio C tenet. 
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THE LIFE OF 

S. GREGORY 

BISHOP OF 

NEOCjESAR.EA. 



S. Gregory, where born . His Kjndred and Relations . The rank and 
quality 0, his Parents. His youthful fludies. His fiudy of the Lawss 
His travel to Alexandria. The calumny there fxed uponhim, and his 
■Mm2 miraculous 
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The Life of St. Gregory Thawnjturgus. 

miraculous vindication. His return through Greece. His ftudy'wv the 
Larv at Berytus, and upon what occafion. His fixing at Cadarea and 
putting himfelf under the tutorage of Origen. The courfe of his (ladies 

His Panegyric to Origen at his departure. OrigcnV Letter to him , and 
the importance of it. His refufal to flay at Neocadarea, and retirement 
into the Wtldcrnejs. His jhunmng to be made Btfljop of Neooefarea 
Confec rated Bifljop of that City during his abfence. His acceptance of the 
charge, and deflate of that place at his entrance upon it. His miraculous 
infraction in the great myfteries of Chriftianity. His Creed. The mira¬ 
cles wrought by him in his return. His expelling Daemons out of a Gen¬ 
tile Temple, andthe fuccefsofit . His welcom entrance intothe City, and 
kind entertainment. His diligent preaching to the People. His erettinr 
a Church for Divine Worfbp, and its fignal prefervation. An horrible 
lU£„e flopped b, his Prayers,. Tiegreat influence 0 f it ufon „„ mM 
of the People. His judging tn Civil C aufes. His drying up a Lake by his 
Prayers, which had been the caufe of an implacable quarrel between two Bro¬ 
thers ; and his refraining the overflowings of the River Lycus The 
fignal vengeance in flitted upon two Jews, counterfeit Beggers. The fame 
and multitude of his miracles, and the Authorities to jnftifie the credibility 
of them. The rage and cruelty of the Decian Perfection in the Re¬ 
gions of Pontus and Cappadocia. His perfuading the Chrifians to 
withdraw. His own retirement. The narrow fearch made for him and 
Ins miraculous efcape. His betrayer converted. His return to Neocaefa 

rea, and inflituting folemnities to the memories of the Martyr.s, and the 
reafons of it. The inundations of the Northern Nations upon the Roman 
Lmpire His Canonical Epiftle to retlifie the diforders committed by oc¬ 
cafion of thofe inroads. His meeting with others in the Synod at Antioch 
\?- Ut . 'rr e Ca “ff °^ auus Samofatenus. His return home, age, and death 
Hn folemn thanks to God for the flour ifljing flute ofhisChunh, and com- 
O , concerning hit Burial. The excellent Char alter given of him l, 
s. Bafil. His Writings. The charge of Sabellianitm.* S 

'op for him m that behalf. Modcfly to be ufed in cenfurine the ancient 
* At hey s y and wr)y% 

h K RE *?r Rr f Originally Theodoras, was 

bora at * Neocufareu, the Metropolis of Cappadocia, 
<W-j o Mj; ^ tUate , UP™ 1 the River Lycus. His Parcms were 
Entiles, but eminent for their birth and fortunes 
1 > 'vKq He had a Brother called Athenodorns , his fellovv- 
mmffe E u ? ll » and afterwards Colleague in the Epifcopal 
VWW&UgW Order in his own Country, and one Sifter at 

c n 1 n- TT- t mamed toa J ud ge under the Governour 

of Palefltn. His Father + was a Zealot for his Religion, where¬ 
in he took care to educate him, together with the Learning of thr 
Gentile World. When he was fourteen years of age his Father died 
after which he took a greater liberty of enquiring into things and as 
his reafon grew more quick and manly, and was advantaged by the im 
provements of education, he faw more plainly the folly and vanity of 
that Religion, wherein he had been brought up, which prcfcntly abated 
his edge, and turned his inclinations towards Chriftianity. But though 
he had loft his Father, his Mother * took care to compleat his breeding 
placing him and his brother under Mafters of Rhetoric and Eloquence 

By 
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By one of which, who was appointed to teach him the Latin Tongue, as 
a necellary piece of noble and ingenious education, he was perfuaded to 
the ftudy of the Roman Laws, as what would be a mighty advantage 
to him in what way foever he fhould make ufe of his Rhetorical Studies 
afterwards. And the Man himfelf being no inconliderable Lawyer 
read Leftures to him with great accuracy and diligence, which he as fc- 
duloufly attended to, rather to gratifie his humour and his fan fie, than 
out of any love to thofe Studies, or defign to arrive at perfection in 
them. Which however fufficiently commends his induftry, thofe Laws 
(as himfelf obferves * ) being vaft and various, and not to be learned * md. f . 1-,. 
without trouble and difficulty. And which above all encreafed the la¬ 
bour was, that they were all written in Latin , a Language ( as hecon- 
fefles ) great indeed and admirable, and fuited to the Majefty of the Em¬ 
pire j but which he found troublefome enough to make himfelf but a 
competent Mafter of. 

II. HAVING laid the foundations of his firft and mod neceffary 
ftudies at home, he defigned yet further to accompliffi himfelf by fo¬ 
reign travels, going probably firft for Alexandria , grown more than 
ordinarily famous by the Platonic School lately erected there. Indeed 
I am not consent of the precife affigning this period of his life , but 

know that I cannot be much wide the mark, Gregory of Nyffa\ alluring +wi r m n 
us that he came thither in his Youth, where by the clofeneft of his Stu- U- * 
dies, but efpecially by the admirable fobriety and ftriftnefsof his life, 
he vifibly reproached the debaucheries of his fellow-Students, who 
were of more wanton and dilfolute manners. They prefently fall a me¬ 
ditating revenge , confederating with a common ftrumpet to put an 
abufe and affront upon him. Accordingly dreffed in a loofe wanton 
garb, ffie came to him one day as he was engaged in a ferious and grave 
dilcourie with fome learned and peculiar friends, impudently charging 
him with over-familiar con verfes, relating what ffie thought good toaL 
firm had either been faid, or had paffed between them; charging hint 
moreover with cheating her of the reward of their lewd embraces. The 
company, who knew him to be a perfonof quite another temper, ftor- 
m r 1 att £ e boldnersand impudence of the Woman, while he regardlefs 
of the affront, faid nothing to it, calmly defiring a friend to give her the 
money that ffie asked, that they might be no longer interrupted in their 
difeourfes. But behold how ready Heaven is to vindicate the caufe of 
injured innocence. The Money was no fooner paid into her hand, but 
as if acred by a furious Damon, ffie fell into fits of the moft wild and ex¬ 
travagant madnefs, roaring out the moft horrid noife , throwing her 
fclf upon the ground, pulling and tearing of her hair, diftorting her eyes, 
and foaming at the Mouth, nor could ffie be freed from the rude treat® 
ments of the mercilefs Dxmon, till he whom ffie had wronged had forgi¬ 
ven her, and interceded with Heaven for her. 

III. DEPARTING from Alexandria , he came back, as we may 
probably fuppofe through Greece, and ftaid a while at Athens, where 

Socrates tells us he ftudied, and thence, returned tohisown Countrey, 
applying himfelf to his old ftudy of the Law, which he had now a great **’*?• l ' 4 ‘ 
opportunity to improve by going to Berytus, a City of Phoenicia, and a ' ^ 
famous Umverfity, for the Frofeffion of the Roman Laws, whence Eu- 
napius t lays of Anatolius, 7 twas no wonder if he was incomparably skilled + InvitPro < 
in the Laws, being born at Berytus, the Mother of thofe Studies. Hither k.p. ii 7 . ' 

he 
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* Pmar-.r. ad h e came upon this occafion *. The Prejident of Palejlin had taken his 
ong.?.i 25 . Brother-in-law, an eminent Lawyer, along with him to be his Affejfor 
and affiftant in governing the affairs of that Province, who not long af¬ 
ter fent for his Wife, and a requeft that he alio would come along with 
her. All things confpii ed to make him willing to undertake this jour¬ 
ney , the gratifying his Sifter with his company, the importunity and 
perluafion of his friends, the conveniency of refiding at Berytus , for the 
ftudy of the Law, and the advantage of conveyance , and the public 
carriages that were lent to fetch his filler and her retinue into thole 
parts. Whether he actually ftudied at Berytus, cannot be gathered from 
t id. i.n f. any account that he himfelf gives of it, nay rather the contrary f, though 
,8 i * S. Hterom and others exprefly affirm it. If he did, he ftaid not long, 

quickly growing weary of his Law-ftudies, being tempted with the 
more pleafant and charming fpeculations of Philofophy. The fame of 
Driven, who at that time had opened a School at Cafarea in Palejlin, 
and whole renown no doubt he had heard fufficiently celebrated at 
Alexandria , foon readied him, to whom he immediately betook himfelf, 

* g >• Njj.ib.p. where meeting * accidentally with Ftrmiliau a.Cappadocian Gentleman, 

574 ' and afterwards Bifhop of Cafarea in that Countrey, and finding a more 

than ordinary fympathy and agreeablenels in their tempers and ftudies, 
they entered into a League of friendfhip, and jointly put themlelves, to¬ 
gether with his Brother Athcnodorns , under the tutorage of that lo much 
tYit.orir. celebrated Mafter. Where f Erafmns his miftakc muff be pardoned, 
Pr-’f. orig. making our Gregory and Theodoras twodiftind Scholars of Origen , when 
0?er ’ ’tis fo notorioully known they were but two names of the fame perlon. 

* HE:cL i. 5 . Though herein the more eafily to be excufcd, that i Nicepho: ns L alii ft us 

j on g Before him, had befides ours, made another Theodoras Scholar allb 
to Origen at that lame time at Ctfarea, who was, as lie tells us, an eminent 
Bilhop in Palejlin. But herein there is an univerfal filence in all other 
Writers, nottheleaft intimation of it in Eufebius, from whom he derives 
his accounts of things. So plain it is, that of two leveral names he made 
two different perlons. 

IV. G L A D he was to have fallen under lo happy an inft itution, Origen 
by the moft apt and eafie methods leading him through the whole re¬ 
gion and circumference of Philolophy. By how many Stages he brought 
him through the leveral parts of Dilcipline, Logic, Phyftcs , Mathematics , 
Ethics, Metaphysics, and how he introduced him into the myfteries of 
f Pjn & c Theology, S. Gregory himfelf has given us * large and particular accounts, 
,97> ‘ which it is not material here to infift upon. Above all he endeavoured 

to lettie him in the full belief and perfuafion of the Chriftian Religion, 
whereinto he had fome infight before, and to ground him in the know¬ 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures, as the belt Syftent of true W ildom and Phi- 
lolophy. Five years he continued Origen s Difciple, when he was re¬ 
called into his own Countrey. Being to take his leave, he made an 
Oration before his Mafter, and in a numerous Auditory, wherein as he 

* ibid. p. 178. gives Origen his juft commendations, fb he particularly blefles God f for 
‘ 8l * the happy advantages of his inftru&ions, and returns thanks to his tute¬ 
lar and guardian Angel, which as it had fuperintended him from his birth, 
lb had elpecially conduced him to lo good a Mafter: elegantly bewail- 

ffiM. p.218, i tl g * his departure from that School, as a kind of banifhment out of 
Paradife, a being turned like the Prodigal out of his Fathers houle, and 
a being carried captive as the Jews were into Babylon ; concluding, that 

of 


* GuNg.ib.p, 
9 74- 


t Vit. Or]g. 
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Opr. 
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of all things upon earth, nothing could give fo great an eafie and confo- 
lation to his mind, as if his kind and benign Angel would bring him 
back to that place again. v .. ° 

V. HE was no lboner returned to Neocsjarca, but Origen followed 

him with a Letter *, commending his excellent parts, able to render him *ExMh 
either an eminent Lawyer among the Romans , or a great Philofopher 0rig ' rhibciL 
among the Greeks, but elpecially perfuading him to improve them to 
the ends of Chriftianity, and the pra&ice of Piety and Vertue For 
which purpole he lets him know, that he inftruftod him mainly in thofe 
Sciences and parts of Philofophy, which might be introdurfoiy to the 
Chriftian Religion, acquainting him with thofe things in Geometry and 
Aftronomy, which miglit be uleful for the underftanding and explaining 
the holy Scriptures, thele things being as previoufly advantageous to 
the knowledge of the Chriftian Doftrine, as Geometry, Mufic, Grammar 
Rhetoric, and Aftronomy, are preparatory to the ftudy of Philofophy! 

Advifing him before all things to read the Scripture, and that with the 
moft profound and diligent attention, and not rafhly to entertain no¬ 
tions of divine things, or to fpeak of them without folemn premedita¬ 
tion; and not onty to feck but knock, to pray with faith and fervency 
it being in vain to think that the door fhould be opened where prayer 
is not fent before-hand to unlock it. At his return -f- all mens eyes were f (Jr. m . ib . 
upon him, expethng that in publick meetings he fhould fhew himfelf * ”$• 
and let them reap fome fruit of all his ftudies ; and to this he was 
univerlally courted and importuned, and elpecially by the wife and 
great Men of the City, intreating him to refide among them, and bv 
his excellent precepts and rules of life to reform and direft the manners 
of Men. But the modeft young Man knowing how unfit they gene¬ 
rally were to entertain the dilates of true Philofbphy, and fearing left 
by a great concourfe and applaufe he might be inftnlibly enfnared into 
pnde and vain-glory, refilled all addreffes, and withdrew himfelf into 
the Wildernefs, where he refigned up himfelf tofolitude and contem¬ 
plation, converfing with God and his own mind, and delighting his 
thoughts with the plealant fpeculations of nature, and the curious and 
admirable works of the great Artificer of the World. 

VI. NEOC MS ARE A was a place large and populous, but mifie- 
rably over-grown with Superftition and Idolatry, lb that it kerned the 
place where Natans feat was, and whither Chriftianity had as yet fcarce 
made its entrance, to the great grief and refentment of all good Men 
who heartily wifhed that Religion and the fear of God were planted in 

that place. * Phxdinms Bifhop of Amafea, a neighbour City in that * "•«**• >9?* 

Province, a Man indued with a Prophetic Spirit, had call his eye upon 

our young Philofopher, as one whole ripe parts and piety did more 

than weigh down his want of age, and rendred him a perlon fit to be a 

Guide of Souls to the place of his Nativity, whole relation ‘ to the place 

would more endear the imployment to him. The notice hereof being 

intimated to him, he fhifted his Quarters, and as oft as fought for fled 

from one Defert and folitary flicker to another, fo that the goodMan 

by all his arts and mduftry could not lay hold of him, tlieone not bein<* 

more earneft to find him out, than the other was vigilant to decline him, 

Phadimus at la ft deipairing to meet with him, refolved however to go 
on with his defign, and being adled op^>i t in , by a divine and 

immediate impetus betook himfelf to this pious ftratagem (the like pre¬ 
cedent 
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cedent probably not to be met within the Antiquities of the Church ) not 
regarding Gregorius his ablence ( who was at that time no lels than three 
days journey dirtant from him ) he made his addrefs and prayer to God, 
and having declared that both himlelf and Gregory were at that moment 
equally leen by God, as if they were prelent, in ftead of impoficion of 
hands, lie directed a Dilcourfe to S. Gregory , wherein he let him apart to 
God, and conftituted him Bilhop of that place, and God who iteeis the 
hearts of Men, inclined him, how averle foever before , to accept the 
charge, when, probably, he had a more formal and lolemn Conlecra- 
tion. 

VII. THE Province he entered upon was difficult, the City and 
* Td. Kbifcr. parts thereabouts being wholly given to the worfhip of Demons *, and 
; 577- ‘ enilaved to the oblervance of Diabolic Rites, there not being above 

feventeenChrillians in thofe parts, lo that he mult found a Church be¬ 
fore he could govern it; and which was not the lead inconvenience , 
Herefies had fpread themlelves over thole Countries, and he himlelf 
though accomplished with a fufficient furniture of humane Learning , 
yet altogether unexercifed in Theological lludies, and the myrtcries of 
Religion. For remedy whereof he is laid to have had an immediate 
affidance from Heaven. For while one night he was deeply confider- 
ing of thele things, and dilcuffing matters of Faith in his own mind, he 
had a vifion, wherein two augud and venerable perlons ( whom he un- 
derdood to be S. John the Evangelifl and the blel'fed Virgin ) appeared 
in the Chamber where he was, and dilcourfed before lum concerning 
thofe points of Faith, which he had been before debating with himlelf. 
After whole departure he immediately penned that Canon and rule of 
Faith which they had declared, and which he ever after made the Stan¬ 
dard of his Do&rine, and bequeathed as an inedimable Legacy and de- 
pofi urn to his Succeifors, the Tenor whereof we lhall here infert, together 
with the Original Greek ; which being very difficult to be exaCtly rend red 
into our Language, the learned Reader (if he likes not mine ) may 
tranllate for himlelf. 


Efs ©ecb, rrxlrg Axoyv , <n- 

<piaA x. Tunufmcos , yyey-- 

xlvf& ai'cfiw* TfA«©* TfAea fyjvri- 
rrztf * nra.'fff i/a pjywfovs. Els wjg /-©*j 
ck fjjvu ©C os C'.i ©gy’ 
xlrg X) dxav 'iris <Srd77iT©., Ao^rs wep- 
y>$, aupicc 'tvs t oAcuv a>jgsL<jr ws 
tx'U'm, x. Svuicc/jus m oAvs xdiotoos ttoiv- 
tivjv , vos ocA.n-Z.vos ccAv-Sivy 
aoQOLnxs ciopcc'iu x. cttp&otjdos ccySz/y- 
7 w, £ aZzcva'nS aSocrcCTU, xj del cs 
dtSib. Kcu tv 7 rveufd& ccyov ox ©gw 
r ir VTrupfjv e%v, Xj Oi’l/w ori(pLv6s, br,- 
?.ctir, ’vaS auSrpd'Trois' etxav'rr t/y, nt- 
Ax-.v 'TtA.c-.cc Torn, curia,' nr.yv 

uya, a') Urns aytaofxu yyvy> s- d 
fpa:’fg’< j ',aj Ok55 0 vraarg, 0 d 6 h oidv'ry.v, 
x) tv '7iu<n. ICoi 0-cs 6 Jos , 0 S ec 
rrTiauv’ Tata's TgAdct, xj ccihovrn 


There is one God, the Father of 
the living Word, and of the fubftfling 
Wifdom and Power,and of Him who is 
his Eternal Image, the perfeft begetter 
of Him that is perfect, the Father of 
the only begotten Ison. There is one 
Lord , the only [ Son ] of the only 
[ Father ] God of God , the Char after 
and Image of the Godhead, the power¬ 
ful Word, thecomprehenftve Wifdom , 
by which all things were made, and the 
Power that gave Being to the whole 
Creation, the true Hon of the true Fa¬ 
ther, the Invifible of the Invifible, the 
Incorruptible of the Incorruptible , the 
Immortal of the Immortal, and the 
Eternal of Him that is Eternal.There 
is one Holy Ghojl, having its fubfi¬ 
fe nee of God, which appeared through 
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ft /3<x^Ad<x, M , yA.ti d- the Son to mankind, the perfeft Image 

'irccAowptvi^hu of the perfeft Son , the Life-giving 

Life, the holy Fountain, the S an ft ity 
and the Author of S anftifeat ion: by whom God the Father is made manifefl , 
who is over all, and in all ; and God the Son, who is through all. A perfeft 
Trinity, which neither in Glory, Eternity, or Dominion is divided, or Separa¬ 
ted from it felf. 

To this Creed he always kept himlelf, the Original whereof writteri 
with his own hand, my Author allures us was preferved in that Church 
in his name. 

VIII. THUS incomparably furniffied, he began to apply himlelf 
more direCHy to the charge committed to him, in the happy fuccels 
whereof he was infinitely advantaged by a power of working miracles 
( lomuch talked of among the Ancients; bellowed upon him. Ashe 

was * returning home from the Wildernefs, being benighted, and over- *md.p. 9 80, 

taken with a llorm, he together with his company turned afide to fhel- 

ter themlelves in a Gentile Temple, famous for Oracles and Divinations, 

where they Ipent the night in prayers and hymns to God. Early in 

the morning came the Gentile Prieft to pay the accullomed devotions to 

the Demons of the place, who had told him, it leems, that they mull 

henceforth relinquilh it by reafon of him that lodged there; he made 

his lullrations, and offered his Sacrifices, but all in vain, the Demons 

being deaf to all importunities and invocations. Whereupon heburll 

out into a rage and paffion, exclaiming againll the holy Man, and threat- 

ning to complain of him to the Magillrates, and the Emperour. But 

when he faw him generoufly defpifing all his threatnings, and inverted 

with a power of commanding Damons in and out at pleafure, he turned 

his fury into admiration, and intreated the Bilhop as a further evidence 

of that divine authority that attended him, to bring the Damons once 

more back again into the Temple. For whofe fatisfaftion he is faid to 

have torn off a piece of Paper, and therein to have written thele words, 

Gregory to Satan , enter. Which Schedule was no fooner laid upon the 
Altar, and theufual incenfe and oblations made, but the Damons appea¬ 
red again as they were wont to do. Whereby he was plainly convinced 
that it was an Authority fuperiour to all infernal powers, and accordingly 
refolved to accompany him; but being unfatisfied in fome parts of the 
Chriftian Do£lrine, was fully brought over after he had leen S. Gregory 
confirm his difeourfes by another evident miracle ; whereupon he freely 
forlook houfe and home, friends, and relations, and refigned up himlelf 
to the inftru&ions of his divine Wifdom and Philofophy. 

IX. THE fame of his ftrange and miraculous aftions had prepared 

t the People of Neocafarca to entertain him with a prodigious reverence f id. ibid.p, 
and regard, the People generally flocking out of the City to meet him, 58 *- 
every one being ambitious to fee the perlon of whom luch great things 
were fpoken. Fie unconcerned in the applaufe and expcblations of all 
the Spectators that were about him, without fo much as carting his eye 
on the one fide or the other, parted diredly through the mid it of the 
crowds into the City. Whither being come, his friends that had ac¬ 
companied him out of his folitudes, were very folicitous where and by 
whom he fliould be entertained. But he reproving their anxiety, asked 

N n ' them 
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them* whether they thought themlelves banifhetl the divine Protection ? 
whether Gods Providence was not the belt and fafeft refuge and ha¬ 
bitation? that whatever became of their bodies, it was infinitely of 
more importance to look after their minds* as the only fit and proper 
habitations, which were by the vertues of a good life to be trimmed 
and prepared, furnifiled, and built up for Heaven. But there wanted not 
many, who were ready enough to let open their doors to lb welcome 
a gueff, among whichefpecially was MuJomits, a perlon of greatelt ho¬ 
nour, effeem, and power in the City , who intreated him to honour 
his houfc with his prefence, and to take up his lodging there: whole 
kindnefs, as being firft offered lie accepted, difmiffing the reft with a 
grateful acknowledgment of that civility and relpeft which they had 
oilered to him. . 1 

X. I T was no little abatement to the good mans joy to think in what 
a Prophane and Idolatrous place his lot was fallen, and that therefore it 
concerned him to loleno time. Accordingly that very day * he fell to 
* 35 ' preaching, and with fo good fuccefs, that before night he had converted 
a little Church. Early the next morning the doors were crowded, per- 
fons of all ranks, ages, infirmities and diffempers Hocking to him, upon 
whom he wrought two cures at once, healing both Soul and Body, in- 
llrucfing their minds, convincing their errors, reclaiming and reform¬ 
ing their manners, and that with eale, becauieat the fame time ftrencth- 
emng the infirm, curing the lick, healing the difeafed, banilhing Dam ns 
out of the poffelfed ; Men greedily embracing the Religion he taught, 
while they beheld luch fenfible demonftrations of its power and Divi¬ 
nity before their eyes, and heard nothing reported but what was verifi¬ 
ed by the teftimony of their own fenfes. Having thus prepared a nume¬ 
rous Congregation, his next care was to crc 6 t a Church where they 
might allemble tor the public foiemnities of Religion, which by thechear- 
f ill contributions of Ionic, and the induffrious labour of others, was in a 
little time both begun and finifhed. And the foundations of it Hem to 
have been laid upon a firmer bafis than other buildings, feein" i c 0 ut- 
Rood not only Earthquakes, frequent in thole parts , but the violent 
Bonn of Diodejinns Reign, who commanded the Churches of the Chrilli- 
ans in all places to be demolished ; and was Hill Handing in Grc ory Nylfens 
time, who further tells us that when a terrible Earthquake lately hap¬ 
pened in thafr place, wherewith almoR all the buildings both public and 
private were deltroyed and ruined, this Church only remained entire 
and not the leall Hone was lhaken to the ground. 
f/GV.p. iccy. XI. St. Gregory Nyffen \ reports one more memorable paffage than die 
roll; which at his firft coming to the place made his converfion of the 
people much more quick and eafie. There was a public Fcflival held 
in honoui of one of the gods of that Countrey, whereto not only the 
Ncocafareans , but all the inhabitants of the ncighbour-Coimtrcy came 
in, and that in iiicli infinite numbers, that the Theater was quickly full, and 
the crowd lo great, and the node lo confuled and loud, that the Shows 
could not begin, nor the folemn Rites be performed. The people here¬ 
upon univerlally cried out to the Damon, Jupiter we befeech thee make 
MYoom. St. Gregory being told of this, lent them this mclfage, that their 
piayei would be granted, and that greater room would be quickly made 
them, than they defired Immediately a terrible Plague brake in up 
on them, that turned their Mulic into Weeping, ancffilled all places 

with 
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with cries and dying groans. The diHemper fpread like Wild-fire, and 
perlons were fick and dead in a few moments. The Temples, whither 
many fled in hopes of cure, were filled with carcaffes; the Fountains 
and the Ditches, whither the heat and fervour of the infection had led 
them to quench their thirR , were dammed up with the multitudes of 
thole that fell into them; fomc of their own accord went and fate 
among tlie Tombs, Hearing a Sepulchre to themlelves, there not being 
living enough to perform the laft offices to the dead. The caule of this 
fad calamity being underHood, that it proceeded from their rafh and 
foolilh invocation of the Damon, they addreffed themlelves to tile Bi- 
fhop, intreating him to intercede with his God ( whom they believed 
to be a more potent and fuperiour Being ) in their behalf, that he would 
refirain tr-at violent diffemper that raged among them. He did lb, and 
the feililcnce abated, and the deftroying Angel took his leave. And 
theiffue was, that the People generally deferted their Temples, Oracles, 

Sacrifices, and the idolatrous Rites of their Religion , and took San&ua- 
ry in Chriftianity, as the fecureH refuge, and the beH way to oblige Hea¬ 
ven to protect them. 

XII. HIS known prudence, and the reputation of his mighty and 
(as my Author * calls tnem ) Apoftolical miracles advanced him into lo * id.ib.p. 9 ss. 
much favour and veneration with the People, that they looked upon 
whatever lie laid or did, as the efteCl of a divine power. And even in 
fecular caufes, where tnc cafe was any thing knotty and difficult, it 
was ufually brought to him , whole fentence was accounted more juH 
and impartial, more firm and valid than any other decifion whatfoever. 

It happened that two Brothers were at Law about a Lake, which both 
challenged as belonging to that part of their inheritance their Father 
had left them. The U mpirage of the cale was left to him, who by all 
the perfuafivc arts of infinuation firft endeavoured to reconcile them , 
and peaceably to accommodate the difference between them. But his 
pains proved fruitlefs and ineffectual, the young Men ftormed, and re- 
iolvcd each to maintain his right by force of Arms, and a day was let 
when they were to try their titles by all the power which their Tenants 
of each fide could bring into the field. To prevent which tile holy 
Bifhop went the night before to the place, where he continued all night 
in the exercifes of devotion, and by his Prayers to Heaven procured 
the Lake to be turned into a parcel of dry and lolid ground, removing 
thereby the bone of contention that was between them, the remains of 
which Lake were fhewed many Ages after. Thus f alio lie is laid to ^ jbidy. 99 o, 
have miraculouffy reftrained the violence of the River Lycus , which 
coming down from the Mountains of Armenia with a fwift rapid tor¬ 
rent, and fwelled by the tributary concurrence of other Rivers, fell 
down into a plain Champain Countrey, where over-fwelling and fome- 
dimes breaking down its Banks, it overflowed the Countrey thereabouts, 
to the irreparable dammage of the inhabitants, and very often to the * 
thazard and Ids of their lives. Unable to deal with it any other way, 
they apply themlelves to S .Gregory to improve his intereff in Heaven, 
that God, who alone rules the raging of the Sea, would put a Hop 10 it. 

He goes along with them to the place, makes his addrefs to him, who 
has fet a bound to the Waters , that they may not pafs over , nor turn again to 
cover the Earth, thrufts his Staff’down into the Bank, and prayed that 
that might be the boundary of the infolent and raging ftreain, and fo 
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departed. And it took effeft , the River ever after mannerly keeping 
within its Banks, and the Tradition adds, that the Staff it felf grew up 
into a large [pleading Tree, and was fhewed to Travellers together with 
the relation of the miracle in my Authors days. In his return from Co- 

* ibid. f.pp7. tnana * ( whither he had been invited and importuned both by the Ma- 

giftrates and People, to conftitutea fit perfon Bifhopof that City) he 
was efpied by two jews, who knowing his charitable temper, either out 
of covetoufnefs, or a defimi to abufe him, agreed to put a trick upon him. 
To that purpofe one of tnem lies along upon the ground and feigns him- 
felf dead, the other deplores the miferable fate of his Companion, and 
begs of die holy Bifhop as he parted by to give fomewhat towards his 
burial, who taking oft his Coat that was upon him, caff it upon the Man, 
and went on his way. No fooner was he gone out of fight, but the/ 
Jmpojlor came laughing to his fellow, bad him rife, and let them make 
themfelves merry with the cheat. He called, pulled, and kicked Ln y, , 
but alas in vain, the comical fport ended in a real Tragedy , th: Man 
was dead indeed, his breath expiring that very moment the Garm • - is 

caft upon him, and fo the Coat really ferved for what he intendec r - a 
covering to his burial. 

XIII. IN an Age fo remote from the miraculous Ages of the Church, 
and after that the World has been fo long abufed by the impofturesof a 
Church, pretending to miracles as one of the main notes and evidences 
of its Catholicifm and Truth , thefe paffages may poffibly feem fufpi- 
cious, and not obtain a very eafie belief with the more fcrupulous Rea¬ 
der. To which perhaps it may be enough to fay, at leaft to juftifie my 
relating them, that the things are reported by perfons of undoubted 
credit and integrity, efpecially S. Bafil and his Brother Gregory , both of 
them wife and good Men, and who lived themfelves within lefsthan 
an hundred yeafs after our S. Gregory •, and what is more confiderable, 
were capable of deriving their intelligence from a hirer hand than or¬ 
dinary , their aged Grandmother Macrina , who taught them in their 
youth, and fuperintended their education, having in her younger years 
been Scholar and Auditor of our S. Gregory, and from her I doubt not 
they received the moft material paffages of his life, and the account of his 
miracles, of many whereof fhe her felf was capable of being an eye- 
witnefs, and wherewith Hie acquainted them, as flic alfo did with the 
f Ad Kiocafjr. do&rine that he taught, wherein S. Bafil ft particularly tells ns flic iuftru- 
f^’i L S V ’ Get! them, and told them the very words which fhe had heard from 
om ?. and which llie perfe&ly remembred at that age. Befidts, that his 
*hli fiipr. p. Brother folemnly * profeffes in recounting this great Mans miracles, to 
98s ' let them down in a plain and naked relation, without any Rhetorical 

ib.p.$n, arts to amplifie and let them off, and to mention only fome few of 
thofe great things that had been done by him, and purpofely to fupprefs 
f ibld.p.iccp, f many yet in memory, left Men of incredulous minds lhould disbelieve 
them, and count all Fables which were above the ftandard of their fen- 
timents and apprehenfions. Indeed as to the main of the thing, I might 
challenge the Faith of all Ages ever fince, who have unanimoufly be¬ 
lieved, and conveyed the report of it down to us, and upon this ac¬ 
count the title of Thatmatttrgns, the Wonder-worker, is conifantly and 
uncontrollably aferibed to him in the Writings of the Church. And 

* Dt spi,. s. S. Bafil * affures us that upon this very account the Gentiles were wont 
nil'l' 35 °‘ t0 c ‘dl him a Second Mofcs, and that in his time he was had in fuchuni- 

verfal 
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verfal admiration among the People of that Countrey,* and his memory 
lo frelh among them, that no time would be able to blot it out. 

XIV. IN this faithful and fuccefsful management of his place, he 

quietly continued till about the year CCL. when the Emperour f Dot f ibid * 
vexed ro fee the Chriftiau Religion ft) much yet the ground of declining 999- 
Paganilin, publifhed very fevere edids againft the Chriftians, commanding 
the Governours of Provinces as they valued their heads, to put them 
into a ftritl: and rigorous execution; wherein Pontus and Cappadocia. 
fliared if not deeper, to be fure equal with the reft. All other bufi- 
nefs feemed to give way to this, perfecutxng the Chriftians was the de¬ 
bate of all public Councils, and the great care of Magiftrates, whicll did 
not vent it lelf in a few threatningsj; and hard words, but in ftudyirig 
methods of cruelty, and inftruments of torment, the very apprehenfiori 
whereof is dreadful and amazing to humane nature, Swords and Axes , 

Fire, Wild Beafts, Snakes, and Engines to ftretch and diftend the limbs. 

Iron Chairs made red hot, frames of Timber fet up ftrait, in which the 
bodies of the tormented, as they ftood were raked with nails that tore 
off the flefh : and innumerable other arts daily invented, every great 
Man being careful that another flioilld not feem to be more fierce and 
cruel than bimfelf. Some came in as Informers * others as Witneffes, 
fome fearched all private comers, others feized upon them that fled , 
and fome who gaped for their Neighbours Eftates, tdokhold of the 
opportunity to accufe and perfecute them for being Chriftians. So 
that there was a general confufion and confternation, every Man being 
afraid of his neareft relatives, the Father notconfulting the fifety of 
his Child, nor the Child regarding its duty to its Parents ; the Gentile 
Son betraying his Chriftian Father, and the Infidel Father accuftng his 
Son for embracing Chriftianity, and the Brother accounting it a pi -ce 
of Piety to violate the Laws of Nature in the eaufe of Religion, and 
to condemn his own Brother, becaufe a Chriftian. By this means the 
Woods became full, and the Cities empty, and yet no fooner were many 
Houles rid of their proper owners, but they were turned into cornin' 1 
Gaols,- the public Prilons not being able to contain the multitudes of 
Chriftians, that were lent to them. You could not go into the Markets* 
or places of ufual concourfe, but you might have fecn fome apprehended, 
others led to trial or execution, feme weeping, others laughing and re¬ 
joicing at the common mifery: no regard had to Age, or Sex, orVertue, 
or Merit, but as in a City ftormed by a proud and potent Conquerour, 
every thing was without mercy expofed to the rage and rudenefs of a 
barbarous and inhumane enemy. 

XV. S. GREGORY beholding the fad and calamitous ftate of the 

prefent time, and having confidered * ferioufly with himfelf the frailty * ibid.p. 1001. 
and imbecillity of humane Nature, and how few (of his new Converts 
efpecially ) would be able to bear up • under thole fierce confli&s which 
the eaufe of Religion would engage them in, timely advifed his Church 
a little to decline the force of the prefent ftorms, telling them ’twas bet¬ 
ter by flying to fave their Souls, than by abiding thofe furious trials 
to hazard their falling from the Faith. And to let them fee that this 
might be done, and that herein there was no prejudice to their Souls, he 
refblved to fhew them the way by his example, himfelf firft retiring out 
of danger, retreating to a Defert Mountain, accompanied with none but 
the Gentile Prieft whom he had converted,’ and vfho miniftred to him in 

the 
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the capacity of a Deacon. And it was but time he fhould withdraw, the 
enemy chicily aiming at him as the head of the Party, and laying all 
poffible (hares to take him. Being informed where lie lay concealed, 
they went in vaft numbers to hunt him out, (ome bdetting round the 
foot of the Mountain, that lie might not e(cape, others going up iearched 
every place till they came very near him. He perfuading his Deacon 
to a firm confidence of the divine prote&ion, prcfently fell to Prayer, as 
the other alio did by his example, with eyes and hands lift up to Heaven. 
The Perfecutors in the mean time pried into all places, examined every 
bufh and flirub, every crevife of a Rock, every nook and hole, but find¬ 
ing nothing, returned back to their Companions at the bottom, hoping 
that by this time he might be fallen into their hands. And when the 
Informer delcribed the very place where he lay, they affirmed they (aw 
nothing there but a couple of Trees a little dilhmt from each other. The 
company being gone, the Informer itaid behind, and went direclly to 
the place, where finding them at their devotions, and concluding their 
clcape to be the immediate effeft of a divine prelcrvation ( God having 
blinded their eyes that they Ihould not fee them) fell down at the Bilhop*s 
feet, gave up himfelf to be a Chriltian, and a Companion of his lolitudes 
and dangers. 

ll ‘‘ I0=2 * XVI. D E S P AI RI NT G now of meeting with the Shepherd, the 
Wolves fell with the fiercer rage upon the Flock that Raid bdiind, and 
not there onely, but ran up and down all parts of the Province, leizing 
upon Men, Women, and Children, that had but any reverence for the 
name of Clirift, dragging them to the City, and calling them into Prifon, 
where they were (ure to be entertained with variety of Tortures. S. Gre¬ 
gory in the mean time remained in his (blitary retirement, till God ha¬ 
ving mercifully commanded the Storm to blow over, and the Tyranny 
of the Perfccution to ceafe, he quitted his (liady and melancholy Walks, 
and came back to Neocafarea, and vifiting his Diocels all about, eda- 
blilhed in every place anniverlary Feftivals and Solemnities, to do honour 
to the memory of the Martyrs, that had fullered in the late Perlecution. 
A great infiance of his wildom and prudence at that time, not onely iu 
doing right to the memory of the Martyrs, but by this means t raining up 
People to a readier embracing of Religion, when they (aw that it indul¬ 
ged them a little mirth and freedom in the midfi of thole (Lvere Yokes 
that it put upon them. He had obferved what advantage the idolatry 
of the Genttlcs made by permitting its Votaries liberty (indeed licen- 
tioufnefs ) in their religious (olemnities, and he rcafonably preliimed it 
would be no little encouragement to (ome to delert their fu perfidious, 
and come over to Chriftianity, if they were fullered to rejoice, andufe 
a little more innocent freedom than at other times, which could not be 
better done than at the Memorials of the Martyrs, though it cannot be de¬ 
nied, but that this cuftom produced ill effetts afterwards. 

XVII. IN the Reign of the Emperour G allien ns about the year CCLX. 
* Hi‘l. 1 . 7. c. and for (ome years before, God being ( ns 0 for ins * truly enough conie- 
Viubpluin ^ Ul ' es ) offended with the cruel ufage which the Chrillians met withall 
lit.’a.iiiinLc. from tile prefentPowers, was rclolved to punifli the World. And to 
4 ’ fb 717, that end did not only fuller Valerian the Emperour ( friendly enough at 
but afterwards a bitter Fcrfecutor of the Chrillians ) to be betnyed 
6 -r.^o into the hands of Sapor King of Perfia ( who treated him with the highefi 
'fafd'cz ^fiances of (corn and infolencc ) but permitted the Northern f Nations 
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like a mighty inundation to break clown the Banks, and overflow mofi 
parts of the Roman Empire. 1 he Germans betook themlelves (ome 
into Spain, others palled the slips, and came through Italy as far as Ra- 
venn* \ the Alcmanni Forragcd France, and invaded Italy ; the Onadcs- 
and S arm at <e waited Pannonia, the Partisans fell into Mifopot&rnia and 
Syria, and the Goths broke in upon Pent us, slfia, and (ome parts of Greece 
Intolerable were the outrages which tliefe barbarous people committed 
whereever they came, but specially upon the Chrillians, whote goods 
they plundred , ravilhed their Wives and Daughters, tortured their 
perlons, and compelled them to offer Sacrifice, and communicate in their 
Idol Feafts; many of the Renegadoes fpoiling their fellow-Chriftians 
and fome under pretence of finding, dole, or at lead kept their neHi ? 
hours goods to their own ufe. In this general confufion, a neighbour 
Bifhop of thole parts writes to St. Gregory of Neocxfarea to hep his ad¬ 
vice what to do in this (ad date of affairs. Who by Enphrofynusteat 
back a Canonical Epiftle, (fo often cited and magnified by the’Ancients 
and dill extant ) to reftifie thefe irregularities and diforders, wherein he 
preferibes the (everal ftations and orders of Penitents, but specially 
reproves and cenfures their inordinate avarice, (liewing how uncomely 
it is in it fejf, how unfuitable to Chrillians, how abhorrent to God and 
to all good Men to cover and grafp what is another Mans; and how much 
more barbarous and inhumane in this calamitous time to fpoil the op- 
preffed, and to enrich themfelves by the blood and mines of their mi¬ 
serable brethren. And becaufe fome might be apt to plead they did not 
deal, but only take up what they accidentally met with, he lets them 
know, that whatever they had found of their neighbours, nay though 
it were their enemies, they were bound by God’s Law to redore it, 
much more to their Brethren, who were fellow-fiifferers with them iii 
the fame condition. And it any thought it were warrant enough to 
keep what they had found, though belonging to others, havin'**bccii 
fuch deep lolers thcmlelves, he tells them, this is to judilie one wicked- 
nefs with another, and becaufe the Goths had been enemies to them 
they would become Goths and Barbarians unto others. Nay many ( as 
lie tells us ) joyned in with the Barbarians in open pcrfccutin 0- , capti¬ 
vating, and tormenting of their Brethren. In all which cales^he pro¬ 
nounces them fit to be excluded the Communion of the Saints, and not 
to be re-admitted till by a jud penance according to the various circum- 
dances of the cafe, they had made public and lolemn (atisla&ion to the 
Church. 

XVIII. NOT long after this, Panins of Samofata Bifhop of Antioch 
began to broach very pernicious DoTrincs concerning the perlon of our 
blelfcd Saviour. To prevent the infe&ion whereof, the moll eminent 
ol the Bifliops and Clergy of all thole parts frequently met in Synod at 
Antioch, the chief of whom * were Firmilian Bifhop of Cafarca in Cap¬ 
padocia, our St. Gregory and his Brother Athcnodonts Bifhop alfo in Pont its 
and (ome others. 1 he Synod being (ate, and having canvaled the mat¬ 
ter, the crafty Heretic (aw ’twas in vain to contend, and therefore did 
(embling his errors as well as he could, he confeffed, what could not 
be hid, and by a feigned repentance (alved his credit for the prefent, and 
(ecured his continuance in that honourable place he held in the Church 
This Council was held Amu Chr. CCLXIV. which our St. Gregory teems' 
not long to have furvived, dying either this, or mod probably the fol¬ 
lowing 
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1? * lowing year. * Nicephorus makes him to have lived to a very great age, 
f h voc. Tfti- which lie mull:, if ( as he affirms ) he died under Diode fun ; and f Saidas 
/'• b y a mirtake much more prodigious, makes him to decoale in the reign 
628. ’ oi Julian. A little before his death, being lenfible that his time dre'w 
f Gr. K;,[f ubi nejir, Iie ^ ent * U P and down t{lc City and the Vicinage to make a ftri£I 
jHpr. p/ico 6 . enquiry whether there were any that yet were ftrangers to the Cliri- 
ftian Faith. And being told that tliere were but leventeen in all, he 
fighed, and lifting up his eyes to Heaven, appealed to God how much 
it troubled him, that he fhould leave any part of mens Salvation incom- 
pleat, but that withall it was a mercy that challenged the molt grateful 
relontment, that when he himfelf had found but leventeen Chriftians 
at his firft coming thither, he lliould leave but leventeen Idolaters to 
his SuccelTor. Having heartily prayed for the Conversion of InHdels 
and the increale and confummation oi thole that were converted, he calm¬ 
ly and peaceably religned up his Soul to God: having firft enjoyned his 
friends to make no trouble about his Funeral, nor procure him any pro¬ 
per or peculiar place of burial, but that as in his life time he had carried 
himfelf as a Pilgrim and Foreigner in the World, claiming nothing for 
hirnlclf, lo after death he might enjoy the portion of a Stranger, and be 
caft into the common lot. ° 

* Dispir.s.c. xix. HE was a Man (lays t St. Bafil) of a Prophetical and Apoftolic 
rom.'l? 9 ' temper, and who in the whole courle of his life exprelled the height and 
fid.aticitr. accuracy of Evangelical Conversion. In all his * devotions lie was 
Lxiiipfif. wont to Hiew the greateft reverence, never covering his head in Prayer, 
t. 3 . ’ ’ ’ as accounting that of the Apoftle mod proper and rational, that everyone 

Praying or Profhcfying with his head covered, difljononreth his head. All 
Oaths he avoided, making Tea and Nay the ufual meafure of his com¬ 
munication. Out of regard to our Lord’s threatning, he durft never 
call his Brother Fool ; no anger, wrath, or bitternels proceeded out of 
his mouth. Slandering and reproaching others he greatly hated,as a quality 
oppofitetoa Hate of lalvation. Envy and Pride were ftrangers to his 
innocent and guilclels Soul. N;ver did he approach the holy Altar 
till fir 11 reconciled to his Brother. He leverely abominated lies and 
falfhood, and all cunning and artificial methods of detraction; well 
knowing that every lie is the {pawn and iifue of the Devil, and that God 
will deftroy all thofe that Ipeak lies. 

* Ditcri; t. in XX. HIS Writings are firft particularly mentioned by * St. Hierotn 
TlHodif. who reckons up his Euchariflical Panegyric to Origen , his lliort and ( as 

he calls it) very ulefuj Metaphrafe upon Ecclcfiafie), leveral Epiftlcs (in 
which doubtlefs his Canonical Epiftlc had the firft place ) and his Creed 
orlhort Expofitionof Faich, which though not taken notice of in fbme, 
is extant in other Editions of St. Hieronfs Catalogue. All which (fbme of 
his Epiffles excepted) arc Bill extant, and probably are all he over¬ 
wrote. For though there are other Trafts commonly aferibed to him 
yet without any great reafon or evidence to warrant their legitimacy 1 
whereof their ftrongeft alfertors are not very confident. It appears 
t AdDoii.Ec. fromt St. Bafil that he wasbylomeof old fulpe&ed as inclining to Sr- 
F%hLxn\ bellianifm r which confounded the perlons in the holy Trinity, and chin 
?■ f. i. ’ many Iheltercd themfelves under his Authority from an expreffion of 
his affirming that the Father and Son arc two in the consideration of the 
mind, but one inperfon. For (-this St. Bafil makes a large Apology, and 
fhews that it was fpoken in the heat of deputation againft Alia* a Gen- 
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tile, a SbyfA.xT dya mw, not dogmatically as a point of Do&rine, 

but in haft and in the fervency of deputation, when judgment andcon- 
fideration is not at leifurc to weigh every thing by nice Icruplcs; that 
hisearneft defire to gain the Gentile made him lefs cautious and folici- 
tous about exaclnels of words, and that he indulged fomething to the 
apprehenfions of his adverlary, that lo he might get the better* advan¬ 
tage upon him in the greater and more important principles; that this 
betraid him into fome unwary expreffions, which the Hereticks of after¬ 
times improved to bad purpofcs, and drained to another fenfe than what 
was originally intended by him that fpake them: That as to the parti¬ 
cular charge of the Sabellianc rrour*, he was fo far from it, that it had *m.p 99 . 
been chiefly confuted and laid afleep by the evidence of that very do- 
Hrine which S. Gregory had preached, the memory whereof was prelerved 
frelh among them. However nothing can be more true and model! 
than what t S. Hierotn obferves in fuch cafes, that it’s great rafhnefs and 1 'ApoUdv.Ru. 
irreverence prefently to charge the Ancients with Herefie for a few fi* Jib r 2 -P- 
obnoxious expreffions, fince it may be, they erred with a Ample and an 2l9 ' Tom ' 2 ' 
honeft mind, or wrote them in another fenle, or the paflages have been 
fince altered by ignorant Tranlcribers, or they took lefs heed and care to 
deliver their minds with the utmoft accuracy and exaftnefs, while as 
yet Men of perverle minds had not fown their tares, nor difturbed the 
Church with the clamour of their deputations, nor infe&ed mens minds 
with their poilonous and corrupt opinions. 

His Writings. 

Genuine. Suppofititious. 

*H fjdpoi ri/ps. 

na.vnjvpiH.ov w%tpisicu ad Originem. Capital II. de fide, cum Anathema , 

Metaphrafis in Ecclefiajlem. t if mis. 

Brevis expofitiofidei. J n Annunciationem S. Dei Genitri- 

Epifiola Canonic a. cis Sermoneslll. 

Sermo in Sand a Theophania. 

Alias Epiftolaj plures, qua; non Ad Tatianum de Anima Ao'-ys W( p a . 
extant. Act/w^s. 


The End of S. GREGORY Thaumaturgu* Life. 
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The place of his Nativity. His Family and Relations. His converfion hov. 
His Jtudtes under Origen. Whether a prof ifed Rhetorician. His Suc¬ 
ceeding Heiaclas/'/? the Catechetic School. His l/ein* conjlituted Bi/hop 
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of Alexandria, ami the time of it. A preparatory Perfection at A- 
lexanuria, how begun. The fever ity oj it. The Martyrdom 0 f Apollonia, 
and the fond honours done her in the Church of Rome. The Perfe¬ 
ction continued and promoted by Decius his Edicts. The miferu¬ 
ble condition of the Chrijlians. The fndden Converfion and Martyrdom 
of a Guard of Souldicrs. Dionyfius^ apprehended and carried into ba- 
nifbment, there to be beheaded. A plea]ant account of his unexpected de¬ 
liverance by means of a drunken rout. His retirement into the Defarts . 
His return to Alexandria. The great number and quality of the Lapfed 
in the late Perfecution. The contefls about this matter. Dionyfius his 
judgment and practice herein. The cafe of Serapion. His dealing with 
Novatian about his Schifm, and the copy of his Letter to him. His 
being engaged in the controverfie about Rebaptization, and great modera¬ 
tion in it. His Letter to Pope Sixtus about a perfon baptized by Heretics. 
Vdcrianus the Fmperour's kindmjs to Chrijlians. Ho e tumid to cruelly. 
Diony fius brought before Afinilian. His dijeourfe with him, andrefolutc 
conflancy. He is condemned to be banifhed. His tranfportation into the 
Dcfarts of Lybia. The fuccefs of his Minijlry there. Innumerable Bar¬ 
barians converted to the Faith. Gallienus his relaxing the Perfection. 
His Letter to Dionyfius granting liberty to the Chrijlians. Alexandria 
ffjitt up by the nfurpation of Afinilian. The Diviftons within , and Siege 
without. The horrible Peflilence at Alexandria ; and the fngular kind - 
nefs and companion of the Chrijlians there above the Heathens. Diony¬ 
fius/a* ^Sabefl^ His unwary expreffions , and the charge 
againfl him. His vindication , both by himfelf and by S. Athanafius. 
His writing againfl Nepos. Nepos who, and what his Principles and 
Followers. Dionyfius his encounter with the herds of the Party ; His 
convincing and reducing them back to the Orthodox Church. His 
engaging in the Controverfte againfl Paulus Samofatenus. The loofe, cx- 
travagant , and infolent temper and manners of that Man. Dionyfius his 
Letter to the Synod at Antioch concerning him. The fuccefs of that af¬ 
fair. Dionyfius his death. His Writings and Epiflles. The lofsof them 
bewailed. 
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DIONTSIVS was in all probability born at 
Alexandria , where his Parents * Item to have 
been perfons of confiderable note and quality , 
and his Father, and pofiibly his Anccflors, to 
have born very honourable Offices, and himfelf 
to have lived fome time in great fecular pomp 
and power. He was born and bred a Gentile\ 
but by what particular occafion converted to 
Chriftianity , I know not, more than what we learn from a Vifion 
and Voice that fpake to him, mentioned by f himfelf, that by a 
diligent reading whatever Books fell into his hand, and an impartial 
examination of the things contained in them, he was firfl; brought over 
to the Faith. Having palled his juvenile ftudies, he put himfelf under 
the inftitution of the renowned * Origen , the great Matter at time 
time at Alexandria, famous both for Philolophic and Chrittian Lectures, 
after which he is laid by fome f to have publicly prolelled Rhetoric and * 
Eloquence ; as indeed there feems a more peculiar vein of Fancy and 
Rhetoric to run through thofe fragments of his Dilcburfcs which do 

yet 
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yet remain. But I can fcarce believe that the Dionyfius mentioned by 
Anafiafius and Maximus, and by them faid of a Rhetorician to be made 
Bi!h )p of Alexandria, to have been the fame witli ours, were it for no 
otiier reafbn, than that he is faid to have written Scholia on the Works 
of S. Denys the Arcopagite, which we are well allured had no being in 
the World till many Years after his time. Ann. CCXXXTI. Demetrius 
Biihop of Alexandria being dead, Her aclas onz of Origen % Scholars and 
his lucceffor in the Catechet c School , fucceeded in his room; upon whole 
preferment Dionyfius then Presbyter of that Church was advanced to 
his place. Wherein he difeharged himfelf with fo much care and dili¬ 
gence, fuch univerfal applaufe and fatisfa&ion, that upon Hefaclas his 
death, who fate nfteen or ttxteen Years, none was thought fo fit to be 
again iiis fiiccellbr as Dionyfius, who accordingly entred upon that See * * u. 
Ann.CCIL VL. thougii Eufebms his Chromcon places it two Years after C, 35-P- 2 3 J « 
Philippi Imp. Ann. V. exprefly contrary to his Hiftory, where he affigns 
the third Year of that Emperour, for the time of his confecration to that 
place. 

II. THE firfl Years of his Epifcopal charge were calm and peaceable, 
till Decius fucceeding ill the Empire Ann. CCXLIX. turned all into 
hurry and combuttion, perfecting the Chriftians with the utmott vio¬ 
lence, whereof the Church of Alexandria had a heavy portion. Indeed 
the Perfection there had begun fl a Year before, while Philip the Empe- + Ep e ; l/S ad 
rour was yet alive, upon this occafion; A certain Gentile Priett or Poet Padmlc^u 
led the Dance, exciting the People of that place ( naturally prone to p ' 2361 
fuperftition ) to revenge the quarrel of their gods. The multitude once 
raifed, ran on with an uncontrolable fury, accounting cruelty to the 
Chriftians, the only inftance of piety to their gods. Immediately they 
lay hands upon one Metros an aged Man, who refufing to Blafpheme his 
Saviour, they beat him with Clubs, pricked him in the face and eyes with 
fliarp Reeds, and afterwards leading him into the Suburbs, ftoned him. 

The next they feized on was a Woman called Quinta, whom they car¬ 
ried to the Temple where having refufed to worlhip the Idol, fhe was 
dragged by the feet through thettreetsof the City over the fharp flints, 
dallied againfl: great ftones, fcourged with whips, and in the fame place 
difpatched by the fame death. Apollonia an ancient Virgin being ap¬ 
prehended, had all her teeth dallied out, and was threatned to be burnt 
alive, who only begging a little refpit, of her own accord chearfully 
leapt into the flames. Incredible it is ( but that the cafe is evident from 
more inftances than one) with how fond a veneration the Church of 
Rome celebrates the memory of this Martyr * They infinitely extol * vurnund 
her for the nobility of her Birth , the eminent Piety and Vcrtues of her dezit - ^ 
Life, her chaftity, humility, frequent fallings, fervent devotions, &c. 

( though not one fyllable of all this mentioned by any ancient Writer ) 
bring in a voice from Heaven ftiling her, the Spoufe of Chrift, and telling 
her, that God had granted her what fhe had asked. They make he? 
the tutelar Goddefs or Guardian of all that are troubled with the tooth 
or headach, and in many folemn Offices of that Church, pray that at 
her interceffion God would cure them of thofe pains; nay formally ad- 
drefs their prayers to her, that fhe would intercede with God for them 
on that behalf, and by her Paffion obtain for them ( they are the very 
words of the Prayer ) thcremifftonof all the fins which with teeth and 
mouth they had committed through gluttony and fpeaking. Innumerable 
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are the miracles reported of her, and to me it feems a miracle, and to 
exceed all the reft, were it true, what is related of the vaft number of 
her teeth. For befides thole which are prelerved among the Reliques 
y w d.ckmmt. of foreign Churches ( which are not a few ) we are * told, that when 
niTrunfv ^ in S Edward, then afflifted with the Tooth-ach, commanded that all 
dt rdiq. ss.p. s. Apollonian teeth in the Kingdom fhould be fouglit out and lent him ; 
'• lo many were brought in, that leveral great Tuns could not hold them. 
It feems they were refolved to make her ample amends for thole few 
teeth Ihe loft at the time of her Martyrdom. But it is time to return 
to the Alexandrian Perlecution, where they every where broke open 
the Chriftians Houfes, taking away the beft of their Goods, and burning 
what was not worth the carrying away. A Chriftian could not ftir out 
day or night, but they prefently cried out, Away with him to the fire . In 
which manner they continued, till quarrelling among them fclves they fell 
foul upon one another, and gave the Chriftians a little breathing time 
from the purfuits of their malice and inhumanity. 

III. IN this pofture flood affairs when Decins having ufurped the 
Empire, routed and killed his Matter Philip , his Editt arrived at Alexan¬ 
dria , which gave new life to their rage and cruelty. And now they 
fall on a frefli, and perfons of all ages, qualities, and profeffions are ac- 
culed, fummoned, dragged, tortured, and executed with all imaginable 

jibid, p. 258. leverity; multitudes of whom, ']■ D tony fins particularly reckons up, toge- 
ther with the manner of their Martyrdom and Execution. Vaft num- 
140/ 42> ^ ^ ers * t ^ lat f° r foelter to the Woods and Mountains, met with a worle 

death abroad, than that which they fought to avoid at home, being fa¬ 
in ifhed with hunger and thirft, ftarved with cold, over-run with difea- 
fes, furprized by Thieves, or worried by wild Beafts, and many taken 
by the Arabs and barbarous Saracens , who reduced them into a ftate 
of ftavery more miferable than Death it felf. In this evil time though 
many revolted from the Faith, yet others maintained their ftation with 
a firm and unfhaken courage, and leveral who till that moment had been 
ft rangers and enemies to the Chriftian Religion, on a Hidden came in 
and publicly profeffed themfelves Chriftians in open defiance of thofe 
immediate dangers that attended it. Whereof one inftance may fuffice. 
One who was thought to be a Chriftian, and ready to renounce his Re¬ 
ligion, being led into the place of Judicature, Ammon, Zs'no, and the reft 
of the military Guard that ftood at the door, derided him as lie was 
going in, gnafliing upon him with their Teeth, and making liich grimaces, 
fuch mimic and antique geftures, that all Mens eyes were upon them. 
When behold on a fudden before any one laid hand upon them, they 
came into open Court, and unanimoufty profeffed themfelves to be Chri¬ 
ftians. An accident wherewith the Governors and the Afleffors upon the 
Bench were ftrangely furprized and troubled. The condemned were 
chearful and couragious, and moft ready to undergo their torments, while 
the Judges themfolves were amazed and trembled. Sentence being pal¬ 
led upon them, they went out of Court in a kind of pomp and ftate, re¬ 
joicing in the teftimony they were to give to the Faith, and that God 
would Ibgloriouffy triumph in their execution. 

IV. S. D JO NTS IV S bore a part in the common Trageedy, though 
God was pleated to preterve him from the laft and levereft ad, as a perlon 

fEpil. d ion. eminently ufeful to his Church. No fooner had \ Sahinns the Prefect 
receivecl Imperial Orders, but he immediately dilpatched a Prumen- 

tar 1 us, 
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tarias, or military Officer ( whole place it was to teize Delinquents, and 
enquire out Editions reports and pradices againft the State, andthere- 
fore particularly belonging to Judges and Governours of Provinces) to 
apprehend him. The Serjeant went all about, and narrowly ranfacked 
every corner, fearching all ways and places where he thought he mfoht 
hide himtelf, but in the mean time never fearched his own houfe con¬ 
cluding he wou’d not dare to abide at home, and yet there he ftaid four 
days together, expert mg the Officers coming thither. At length being 
warned of God, he left his houfe with his fervants and fome of the 
Brethren that attended him, but not long after fell into the hands of the 
Souldicrs, and having received his fentence, was conduced by a Guard 
under the command andcondurt of a Centurion and fome other Officers 
to Tapoftris, a little Town between Alexandria, and Canopus, there pro¬ 
bably to be beheaded with lefs noife and clamour. It happened in the 
mean while that Timotheus one of his friends, knowing nothing of his 
apprehenfion, came to the houfe where he had been, and finding it em¬ 
pty, and a Guard at the door, fled after him in a great amazement and 
diftradioiijwhom a Country Man meeting upon the Road, enquired of him 
the cauie why lie made fo much haft. He probably fuppofing to have 
heard fome news of them, gave him a broken and imperfert relation of 
the matter. The Man was going to a Wedding feaft ( which there they 
were wont to keep all night: and entering the houfe told, his company 
what he had heard. They heated with Wine, and elevated with mirth 
rofo all up and ran out of doors, and with a mighty clamour came to¬ 
wards the place where he was. The Guard healing fuch a noife and 
confuflon at that time of night, left their Prifoner and ran away, whom 
the rabble coming in found in bed. The good Man fiippofinir t h cm t0 
be Thieves, was reaching his cloaths that lay by him to give them * but 
they commanded him to rife prefently and go along with them, whereat 

he befought them ( underftanding now the errand upon which they 
came) to difinifs him and depart, at leaft to be fo kind to him, as to take 
the Souldiers Office upon them, and themfelves behead him. While he 
was thus paflionately importuning them, they forced him to rife and 
when he had thrown himfelf upon the ground, they began to drag him 
out by the hands and feet, but quitted him not long after, and returned 
it’s like to their drunken fports. This Trage-comic Scene thus over 
Caius and Fanjlns, Peter and Paul, Presbyters, and his fellow-prifoners’ 
took him up, and leaving the Town, fet him upon an Afs, and conveyed’ 
him away * into a defolate and uncomfortable part of the Defarts of * vil 
I.yhia, where he, together with Peter and Cains, lay concealed till the VA DwiL 
ftorm wasover-paft. ’ />. 

, V ; Persecution being in a great meafure blown overby the 

death of Decins, D tony fins came out of his Solitudes, and returned to 
Alexandria , where lie found the affairs of his Church infinitely entangled 
and out of order, efpecially by reafonof thofe great numbers that had 
denied the Faith, and lapfed into Idolatry in the late Perlecution 
among which were many of the wealthy and the honourable, and who 
had places of authority and power; fome freely renouncing, others fo 
far degenerating from the Gallantry of a Chriftian Spirit, that when 

cited to appear and facrifice to the gods (as he tells us f) they trembled, t i>A 6 .r. 

and looked as pale and gaftly, as if they had come not to offer, but to be 4°-Po¬ 
made a facrifice, infomuch that the very Gentiles derided and delpifed 

them. 
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them. Moftof thefe after his return fued to be re-admitted to the Com¬ 
munion of the Church, which the Ecclefiaftic Difcipline of thole Times 
did not eafily allow of, efpecially after the Nov at i an principles began to 
prevail, which denied all communion to the lapfed, though exprefling 
their forrow by never fb long and great a penance. Upon what oc- 
cafion Novatus and his partner Novatian firft Jtarted this rigorous and 
fevere opinion, how eagerly Cyprian and the African Biihops (tickled 
againft it, how far it was condemned both there and at Rome, in 
what cafes and by what meafures of Penance the lapfed Penitents 
were to be taken in, we have already noted in Cyprians Lite. S. Dio- 
nyfius was of the moderate Party, wherein he had the concurrence 
*EpW.adF.,b. moft of the Eaftern Bifliops, and as he * pleads the general judg- 
ihi'j.'c. 42 .p. ment and praHice of the holy Martyrs, many of whom had before 
^ their death received the lapfed upon their repentance again into the 
Church, and had themfelves freely communicated with them. Whole 
judgment he thought it not reafonable fhould be defpifed, nor their 
practice controlled, nor the accuftomed order overturned. Indeed he 
himfelf had ever obferved this courfe , and therefore at the be<dn- 
f ibid. c. 44 . ning of the Perfection had given f order to the Presbyters of ^the 
f. 145. Church to reftore peace, and give the Eucharift to Penitents, efpecially 
in danger of death, and where they had before earneftly delired it. 
Which was done accordingly, as appears from the memorable inftance of 
Serapion , an aged perfon, mentioned by him who having lapfed in the 
time of Perfection, had often defired reconciliation, but in that confu¬ 
ted time could not obtain it: but being fuddenly furprized by a fum- 
monsof death, and having laid three days fpeechlefs, on the fourth had 
only fo much ufe of his tongue reftored him, as to bid his Nephew, a 
Boy that attended him, go for one of the Presbyters, to give him abso¬ 
lution, without which he could not .die. The Presbyter was at that 
time ficlc, but pitying the mans cafe, gave the Boy a little part of the 
confecrated Eucharift, which he kept by him, bidding him moiftenir, 
and put it into his mouth. Which was no fooner done but lie breathed 
out his Soul with unfpeakable comfort and fatisfattion, that he now died 
in communion with the Church. 

VI. NOR was his care herein confined to his fingle Diocefs, but he 
wrote Letters about this matter to moft of the eminent Bifhops and Go- 
vernours of the Church. And that he might leave nothing unattempted 
he treated with Novatian ( or as he calls him Novatus ) himfelf, endea¬ 
vouring by all mild and gentle methods to reduce him to the peace and 
order of the Church. His Epiftleto him, being butfhort and very pa- 
t udd. i. 45. therical, we fhall here fubjoin f. 
r- 2 4 7, 

Dionyfins to Novatus our Brother, greeting : 

F Orafmuch as yon your felf confefs, you were unwillingly drawn into this 
Schifm, make it appear fo by your willing and ready returning to the 
Church. For better it were to/uffer any thing , than that the Church of God 
jhould be rent afunder. Nor is it lefs glorious to fuffer Martyrdom upon 
this account, than in the cafe of not facrificing to Idols. Tea , in my mind 
much more honourable. For in the one cafe a Man fuffers only for his own 
Soul, but in this he undergoes Martyrdom for the whole Church of God. And 
if now thou {bait perfuade and reduce thy brethren to peace and concord, thy 

merit 


7 he Life of St. Dionysius Alexandrinus. 289 

merit will out-weFh thy crime. The one will not be charged to thy reproach, 
and the other will be mentioned to thy praife. and juppofc thou jJjalt not be 
able to perfuade them , yet however five thy own Soul. J pray that thou mayejl 
live peaceably , and fate well in the Lord. 

VII. NO fooner had he well rid his hands of this, but he was engaged 
in another concroverfie, which involved and diftumed tnc whole f:\vl- 
ftian Church, I mean that concerning the rebaptizing thole w .-j uad 
been baptized by Heretics, to hotly dilputed bet ween S. Cyprian and 
Stephen Bifliop of Rome. * Dionyjius together with lrrmiltan foil hop of ^ibid.l.y.c. 
Cxfarca in Cappadocia , and a great many others in the E.jl, >ood on Cy - 4 - P- 251. 
prians fi le, maintaining that they ought to be bapcLeo. L’.t. novvever 
carried him elfin ir with great temper and moderation; he diftinguilhed 
between Apoftates who had received their baptiftn in the Catholic 
Church, and thole upon their return they did not baptize ( as Cyprian 
alfo a'Arms) but only admitted by impofkion of hands, and this rule 
and pra&ice, he tel is us •{-, he had learned from liispre kqcXoc Heraclas : 
but then for pare Heretics, who had no other baptiim than what had 
been conferred oy Heretical perfons, which in reality was null and of 
no etfcH ) thefe lie thought fit to be entered into the Church by Catho¬ 
lic baptifm. Befides that, he engaged more as a Mediator, than a Party, 
writing to Pope Stephen to ufe moderation in the cafe, as hedidalf to 
Sixtus his fucceflbr, and moft other Biihopsof that time. Indeed that 
he was not ftiff and rigorous in his fentiments, may appear from the in¬ 
ftance he relates * in his Epiftle to Pope Sixtus, wherein he begs his ad- *ibid.c. 9 .p. 
vice. A certain Man in his Church, who went among the dalle of the 2 54- 
faithful, both in his and his PredeccfTors days, beholding the form and 
manner of Baptiftn as it was adminiftred among the Orthodox, came to 
Dionyfms, and with tears bewailed his own cafe, and falling at his teet, 
confelfed that the Baptiim which he had received among the Hcreticks 
was nothing like this, but full of blalphemy and impiety, that for 
this realbn he was infinitely troubled in confcience, and durft not lift 
up his eyes to Heaven, begging that he might partake of the true and 
finccre Baptiftn, and that grace and acceptation that was conferred by 
ir. This Dionyjius would not admit, telling him that bis long commu¬ 
nion with the Church was equivalent to it, that lie that had fb often 
been pretent at the giving of thanks, and fa id Amen to the prayers of the 
Congregation, that had ftood before the holy Tabic, and had taken the 
holy food into his hands, and been fo very long partaker of the body 
and blood of our Lord Jeffs Chrifi, that having done thus for fo many 
years together, lie durft not admit him to another Baptiftn: bidding him 
to be of good chear, and with a firm faith and a good confcience ap¬ 
proach the holy Sacrament. All which notwithftanding did not quiet 
the mans mind, but that ltill he droopt under his fears and fcruples, 
durft not be preteuc at the Lords Table, nor could hardly be perfuaded 
to come to the public Prayers. What anfwer Sixtus returned to this 
inftance, is uncertain, but by this it is evident, that S. Diony fins was no 
zealot for the contrary opinion, though itmuftbe confelfed, there was 
fomething particular in this, that occurred not in ordinary cafes, he pre¬ 
fuming that fb long a communion with the Church, fb continued and 
open a profcffion of the Orthodox Faith did tantamount a being legally 
initiated and baptized into it. 

P p VIII. IN 
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VIIL 1 N . the & contefts he palled over the fhort reign of Gallus, De- 
sSlSSnk ff" his iuceellor, who not taking warning * by his predecell'ors errours 
ib. c. 1. p.250. itumbleu at the lame 1 tone. And when he found all things Quiet and 
peaceable, mud needs fall a perlecuting the Chriftians, whole prayers 
witli Heaven fecured the peace and profperity of the Empire. Hut this 
alas was but a preparatory dorm to that which followed in the reimi of 
T «£. K . y a Uj taf2t whom our Dior, y ft,is + makes to be the Be aft in the Revelation 
*o whom was given a month[peaking great things, and blafphemies, and power 
was given unto him to continue forty and two ninths. He was at firlt ex¬ 
traordinarily kind to Chriftians beyond any of the precedent Fmpe- 
rours, even thole who were themlelves accounted Chriftians: lb that 
Ins whole Family was lull of pious and good Men, and his houle a kind of 
Church. But this weather was too fair and benign to lad loin* • ftein£ 
feduced and deluded by an Arch-Magician of Egypt , he was prevailed 
witli to fall from Ins kindncls, and to perlecute the Chriftians, whom 
the Conjurer represented as perlons, who by wicked and execrable 
charms hindred the Hmperours prolpsrity, colouring his pretence from 
tneir power over Demons, whole milchievous Arts they abllrachd 
and whom they ordinarily banifhed witli the Speaking of a word : and 
perluading him that to urge the Gentile Rites, to maintain Luftrations 
Sacrifices, Divinations by the blood and intrails of Men and Beads was 
the ready way to make him happy. Whereupon EdiUs were every 
where published againft the Chriftians, and they without the leaft pro¬ 
tection expoled to t!ie common rage. • 

* dus d ^ ^ ^ come to Alexandria , Dionyfms % accompanied 

G J nw ! th Ins Clergy, addrefled himSelfto /Emilian the Governour, 

‘ 5/> ™ ho did not at firft downright forbid him to hold their Solemn Alfem- 
blies, but endeavoured to perliiadc him to leave oft'that wav of Wor- 
fliip, prefiiming others would quickly follow his example/ The an- 
lwerhe returned was fhort and Apoftolical, that we mu ft obey God rather 
than Men , openly alluring him, that he would worlhip the true God 
and none but him, from which relblution he would never ftarr nor 
ever ceale to be a Chriftian. J he Governour told them, that both by 
word and writing he had acquainted them with the great clemency of 
the Emperours towards them, permitting them to be Safe, if they would 
but aCt agreeably to nature, and adore the Gods that were Protestors 
Empire,. and he hoped they would be more grateful than to re- 
fufeit. The Bifliop replied, that every one worftiipped thole whom 
they thought to be gods, that as lor themlelves they adored and Served 
that one Go,d, who is the Creator of the World, and who gave that 
Government to the Emperours, and to whom they oft red up dayiy 
prayers for the permanency and liability of their Empire. To which 
the othci lejoined, that if he were a God, none hindred them from wor¬ 
shipping him together with them who were truly gods, they being en¬ 
joined to worlhip C notone, but] gods, and thole'whom all Men owned 
to be lo. Dtony fins anl’wered, IVe cannot worfbip any other. “lice re- 
“ plied Almilian , that you area company of loolilh and ingrateful 
people, and not lenhble of die favour of our Lords the Emperours • 
“wherefore you (hall ftay no longer in this City, but be lent toCephro 
m the parts of Lybia , lor thither according to the Emperours com- 
«? a r? Y 1 r cl°lve to banifh you. Norlhall either you, or any of your 
Sect have leave to keep your meetings, or to frequent your Qcemetena \ 

“ which 
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“ which if any dare to attempt, it Shall be at his peril, and he fhall be pci- 
“ nillied Suitably to his crime. Be gone therefore to the place allotted 
“ you. 

X. T H E Sentence was fpeedily put into execution, Dionyfms though 
then fick, not being allowed one days refpite to recover himlelf, or pro¬ 
vide for his journey thither. Indeed when he came diftin&ly to undcr- 
ihind the place of his exile, he was a little troubled, knowing it to be a 
place deftitute of the lociety of good Men, and perpetually expoled to 
the incurfions of Thieves and Robbers; but was better latisfied when 
told that it was near a great and populous City , whole neighbourhood 
would furnifii him with perlons both for Converlc, and for opportuni¬ 
ties of Conversion. Ccphro was the moft rude and barbarous Tract of 

the Lybian Delart, and Colythius ( which as * Nicephorns tells us, was that * Ab. 6 c.x c. 
particular part ot it to which Dionyfms was defigned ) the moft uncom- E 4 ° 2, 
fortable it’s like of all the reft. Thither therefore was he lent, whom 
great numbers of Chriftians quickly followed, partly from Alexandria , 
and partly out of other parts of Egypt. At his firlt arrival he was trea¬ 
ted with rudenels and fhowres of Itones, but had not been long there, be¬ 
fore he not only civilized their barbarous manners, but reclaimed them 
from idolatry, and brought them to embrace the Chriftian Faith. And 
as he met with SucccSs, So lie Ihiftcd his quarters, preaching up and 
down tliofe wild and dilconlblatc parts, and turning the WilderneSs 
into a Church. Nor could all the malice and threatnings of the Gover- 
noiu* hinder, but that the Chriftians ftill alftmbled at Alexandria , not¬ 
withstanding that their beloved Bifiiop was ravifiied from them, and 
that Aimilian proceeded with the utmoft rigour againft all that were 
brought before him, killing many with all the arts of cruelty, keeping 
others for the rack and torment, loading them with chains, and thrult- 
ing them into Squalid and nafty Dungeons, forbidding any of their friends 
to come near them. Though even in the height of dido afflictions God 
Supported their Spirits, and animated others to venture in, andto admi- 
nifter comfort and necelfarics to them, not Scrupling though with the peril 
of their heads to interr the bodies of the Martyrs. 

XI. HOW long Dionyfms continued in his banifhment, I find not, 
probably till Valerian was taken captive by the King of Perfia , Ann. 

CCLIX. when Gallicnus his Son ruled alone, who from the unhappi- 
nels of his Father took the meafurcs of his carriage towards the Chri¬ 
stians : he Saw that while lie favoured the Chriftians, Heaven fmiled 
upon his defigns, and things went on in a Smooth and uninterrupted 
courfe ; but when once he began to bear hard upon them, the Tide tur¬ 
ned, and the divine vengeance puriued and overtook them, and that 
therefore nothing could be more prudent and rcafonable, than to give a 
check to the prelent fury, and futfer them to go on Securely in the 
exercifc of their Religion, which he did by this following Edict *. *e-m. i. 7 . 

c. 13.?. 26*. 


P p 2 Emperour 
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Emperour Cafar P. Licinius GALLIENUS, 
Pius , Felix , Augujlus, to Dionyfnts , l innas , 

..Demetrius , and the reft of the Bifhops. 

W E haVe given Order that the Indulgence of our boun¬ 
ty Jhall be extended throughout the World, that all 
d\tiigms places pall he freed from force and <violence . Wherefore 

ye alfo may freely enjoy the benefit of our (ficfcript, fo as no Man Jhall 
dare to <uex or molefi you, and what yon flow may lawfully enjoy has 
been long fince’granted by Us. Aid for this end Aurelius Cyrenius 
Our High Steward Jhall keep the Qopy of this EdiB which we have 
now granted. 

The like Refeript he alfo font to other Bifhops, giving them the free 
leave of their Cafeteria, the places where they buried their dead, and 
often alfembled for their Religious Solemnities, eipccially die memorials 
of the Martyrs. 

XII. SCARCE was Dionyfnts quietly refotled at home, when he 
was alarm’d by another accident, which forced him for a while again, 
if not to retire, at lead to keepfoclofo, that he was not capable to exe- 
Al ASrJiLp. cute charge. * Aimi lianas the Prafetf partly by his own ambition, 
773 ,&invit. and partly forced by an unhappy accident wherein he was involved, 
Gail. c. 4. f. took the Empire upon him, the Roman Army in Egypt joyning with him, 
partly out of diflike to Gallienus , partly out of aHedlion to Aimilian , 
who was a brisk aftive Man. Immediately he foized upon theStore- 
houfes, that Country being the common Granary of the Empire. Gal¬ 
ileans being acquainted with the news, ordered Thcodotns his General 
to march with an Army into thofo parts, who befieged Alexandria, and 
reduced the City to great extremity. For they were not more vigo- 
E-if roully aflaultcd by the enemy from without, than undermined f by 
tiufissf P artics anc ^ Faftions within, the City being divided into two Fa&ions,one 
contending for Gallienus , and the other for /I'.milran. So that there was 
no converlc nor commerce between them, Dionyfnts being compelled in all 
his private affairs, and tne public concernment of his Church to traniafl 
with his friends by Letters, it being fafer, as lie tells us, for a Man. to tra¬ 
vel from E.tjl to Weft, than to pals from one part of Alexandria to ano¬ 
ther, 16 barbarous and inhumane were the outrages committed there. 
The illue was that Gallienus his Party prevailed to let in 7 heodotus and 
his Army, who foized the Tyrant, and font him to the Emperour, who 
cauled hi into be llrangled in Prifon. 

XIII. HOW ftormy and tempeftuous is the Region of this Lower 
World! One Wave perpetually prelfing upon the neck of ano¬ 
ther. The Perfocution was foconded by a Civil War and a cruel Fa- 
mine, and that no iboner over, but a terrible Plague followed dole 
at the heels of it; one ol the molt dreadful and amazing Judg¬ 
ments which God lends upon mankind. It over-ranCity and Coun¬ 
try, 


The Life of St. D 1 o n y s 1 11 s Alexandrians'. 293 


try, {weeping away what the fury of the late Wars had left , there 

not having been known ( faith the Hiltorian*) in any Age 16 great a *y.f. r ,r 

deftru&ion of mankind. This Peftilence ( which lome lay * came hr It Af'fA 

out of j.Ethiopia ) began in the reign of Galius and Volupan , and ever 

fince more or lefs Itraggled over moll: parts of the Roman Empire, and 'APrsf'. 

novv kept its fatal relidence at Alexandria , where by an impartial fo- H ' L i* 

verity it mowed down both Gentiles and Chriltians, and turned the Pa- 

fchal lolemnity (it being then the time f of Rafter ) into days of weeping t Dingih. 

and mourning, all places were filled with dying groans, and forrows ct c - 

ther for friends already dead, or thofo that were ready to depart, 

it being now, as formerly under that great Egyptian Plague, and fome- 

thing worfo, there was a great cry in Egypt , for there was n§t an honfe where 

there was not only one , but many dead. I11 this lad and miforable time how 

vaftly different was the carriage of the Chriltians and the Heathens. 

The Chriltians out of the fuperabundance of their kindnels and charity 
without any regard to their own health and life, boldly ventured into 
the thickcil dangers, dayly vifiting, alfifting, and miniftring to their Pick 
and infected brethren, chearfully taking their pains and diltempers up¬ 
on them, and themfolves expiring with them. And when many of thofo 
whom they thus attended, recovered and lived, they died themfolves, 
as if by a prodigious and unheard of charity, they had willingly taken 
their difoafos upon them, and died to fave them from death. And thefo 
the molt: confiderable both of Clergy and People, chearfully embracing 
a death that deforved a title little lefs than that of Martyrdom. They 
embraced the bodies of the dead , clofod their eves, laid them out 
waflied and drelfod them up in their funeral weeds, too,; them upon 
their fhoulders, and carried them to their Graves, it nor being long be¬ 
fore others did the lame offices for them. The Gentiles on the contrary 
put oLall fonfeof humanity, when any began to fall lick, they prefontly 
call them out, ran from their dearelt friends and relations, and either 
left them half dead in the high-ways, or threw them out as loon as they 
were dead, dreading to fall under the lame infection, which yet with all 
their care and diligence they could not avoid. 

XIV. NOR were thefo the only troubles the good Mail was excr- 
cifod with, lie had contefts of another nature that (wallowed up his time 
and care. Sabdlins a Libyan, bom at Ptolcmais a City of Pentapolis , had 
lately (Luted * dangerous notions and opinions about the do£lrine of the * n'm. Pyift. 
holy Trinity, affirming the Father, Son, and Holy G hofl, to be but one a ; l f x 
fubliflence, one pcrlbn under three foveral names, which in the time of uAoffif 
the Old Tellament gave the Law under the notion of the Father, in 
the New, was made Man in the capacity of the Son, and defeended af¬ 
terwards upon the Apoitles in the quality of the Holy Gholt. Diony- 
fius as became a vigilant Pallor of his Flock, prefontly undertakes the 
Man, and while he managed the caufo with too much eagernefs and fer¬ 
vency of deputation,, he bent the flick too much the other way, aifoit- 
ing not only he^pT-alx. g&vtuv 'f, a difliifolion of Perfons, but «n.-« \ .a ^ 

a difference of ElTence, and an inequality of Power and Glory. /e/'Exuf 
For which he is foverely cenhired by S. Baft/ and lome of the Ancients, 
as one of thofo that mainly opened the gap to thofo Arrian impieties that 
after broke in upon the World. Though S. Unfit could not but Id 
far do him right, as to fay that it was not any ill meaning, but only an 
over-vehement defire to oppofo his adverfary that betrayed him into 
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thofc unwary and inconfiderate afTertions. Some Bifiiops of Pentago¬ 
ns immediately took hold of this, and going over to Rowe rcprcfentecl 
his dangerous errours where the cafe was dileulfed in a Synod, and 
Letters written to Dicnyfms about it, who in a let Apology anfwered 
for himfelf, and declared his fenfe more explicitly in this controvcrlie, 
as maybe leen at large in * Athanafius, who has with infinite pains vin¬ 
dicated our Dionyfitis , his PredecclTor, as a Man found and orthodox, 
and who was never condemned by the Governours of the Church for im¬ 
pious opinions, or that he held thole abominable tenets which Arrins 
broached afterwards. And certainly S. Bajil might and would have palled 
a milder cenfure, had he either peruied all Dionyfitis his Writings, or 
remembred how much he concerned himfelf to clear S. Gregory of Neocn - 
[area, Dionyfitis his contemporary, from the very lame charge, for which 
he could not but confefs he had given too julf occafion. 

XV. NO looner was this controverfie a little over, but he was en¬ 
gaged in another, ft A 7 epos an Egyptian Bifliop lately dead ( a man emi¬ 
nent for his conftancy in the faith, his indulfry and skill in the holy 
Scriptures, the many Plalms and Hymns he had compoled, which the 
Brethren lung in their public Meetings ) had not long fince fallen into 
toe Errour of the Millenaries , and had publillied Books to Ihew that 
the promiles made in the Scriptures to good Men, were War^Trpor, ac¬ 
cording to the fenfe and opinion of the Jews to be literally underftood, 
and that there was to be a thou/and years State upon Earth, wherein they 
were to enjoy lenfual pleafiircs and delights. Endeavouring to make 
good his alTertionsfrom lomepalfages inS. Johns Revelation , lfiling his 
Book ’ EasJ^os aAAjj^piswt', A Confutation of Allegorical Expofitors. 'Phis 
Book was greedily caught up and read by many, and advanced into 
thatefteem and reputation, that Law and Prophets, and the Writings 
of the Evangelifts and Apoftles were negleded and thrown afide, and 
the doctrine of this Book cried up, as containing \Ayl n $ yxxpunvfyov 
/xojvpiov, fome great and extraordinary myftery, concealed before from 
the World: the more limple and unwary being taught to disband all lub- 
lime and magnificent thoughts of our Lord’s glorious coming,the Refurre- 
8 :ion and final judgment, and our conformity to him in glory, and to hope 
fora Rate in the Kingdom of God, wherein they fhould be entertained 
with fuch little and trilling, luch fading and tranlitory things as this 
World does afford. . Dionyfitis being then in the Province of the Arfe - 
noita, where this Opinion had prevailed lo far, as to draw whole Churches 
into Schilin and Separation, fummoned the Presbyters and Teachers, 
who preached in the Country Villages, and as many of the People 
as had a mind to come, advifing them that in their Sermons they would 
publicly examine this Dodrine. They prefently defended themlelves 
with this Book, whereupon he began more clofely to join ilfue with 
them, continuing with them three days together from morning to night, 
weighing and difeuffing the doctrines contained in it. In all which time 
he admired their conftancy and love to truth, their great (juicknefs and 
rcadinels of underhanding, with fb much order and decency, lb much 
modefty and moderation were the Dilcourfes managed on both lkfes, 
doubts propounded , and alfent yielded. Eor they took an elpecial 
care not pertinacioufiy to defend their former opinions, when once they 
found them to be erroneous, nor to fhun any objedions which on either 
part were made againft them. As near as might be they kept to the 

prefent 
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prefent queftion, which they endeavoured to make good ; but if con¬ 
vinced by argument that they were in the wrong, made no icruple to 
change their minds, and go over to the other fide, with honed minds 
and lincere intentions, and hearts truly devoted to God, embracing 
whatever was demonifrated by the holy Scriptures. The ilfue was” 
that Cor acton the Commander and Champion of the other Party pub¬ 
licly promifedand protelled before them all, that he would not hence¬ 
forth either entertain, or difpute, or diicourfe, or preach thefe opinions, 
being fufficiently convinced by the arguments which the other lide had 
offered to him: all the Brethren departing with mutual love, unani¬ 
mity, and fatisfadion. Such was the peaceable conclulion of this Meet¬ 
ing, and lets could not be expected from fuch pious and honeft Souls 
fuch wife and regular Difputes. And happy had it been lor the Chri’ 

Itian World, had all thofe controverfies that have dilturbed the Church 
been managed by fuch prudent and orderly debates, which asufuallv 
conducted, rather widen the breach, than heal and mend it. Dionyfins 
to ftrike the controverfie dead, while his hand was in, wrote a Book 
concerning the Promifes , ( which S. Hierom, forgetting what he had truly 
laid * el le where, that it was written againfl Nepos , tells ft us, was written * Vtfcnpt fo 
again ft Irenes Bilhop of Lyons, miftaking tlie perfon probably for his + 
opinion ) in the firfl part whereof he dated the queftion, laid down his Actj'.’L 
lenle concerning it : in the fecond he treated concerning the Revelation of p - 2 4 2 - r -5. ‘ 
S. John ( the main Pillar and Buttrefs of this Opinion) where both by rea- 
fon ami the teftimony of others, he * contends that it was not written * ^ti<j. Apo/t, 
by S. John the Apofile and Evangelifi , but by another of that name, an ac- L ' ieof " <? ^ ohn - 
count of whole Judgment herein we have reprclented in another place. ' 4 ‘ 
XVI. P H E laft controverfie wherein he was concerned was that 
againft PW of, Samofata Whop of Antioch, who had ft confidently ven- f Enfibubifo. 
ted thele and fuch like impious dogmata, that there is but one perlbn in Cm 2 7’P^nl 
the Godhead, that our blelled Saviour was, though a holy, yet a meer Zl'/ixv 
Man, who came not down from Heaven, but was of a meer earthly p AJtkiijg 
extract and original, in whom the word (which he made not anythin'* d ! s >™ d - Ar *»t- 
diftina from the Father; did fometimes relidc, and fbmetimes elepare 9*0?$$: 
from him, with abundance of the like wicked and lcnflefs propofitions l ' 6c - z 7-p- 
Befides all which he was infinitely obnoxious in his * morals ( as few Mcii 4 %a s m d 
but ferve the defign of fome luff by Scliifin and bad opinions ) covetous u Aiof. ap \ 
without any bounds, heaping up a vafteftate (though born a poor mans 
Son ) partly by fraud and facnledge, partly by cruel and unjnft vexations 
of Ins brethren, partly by fomenting ditferences, and taking bribes to 
afiift the weaker party. Proud and vain-glorious he was beyond all 
rneafure, affeding Pomp and Train, and fccular Power, and rather to be 
ftiled a temporal Prince than a Billiop, going through the ft reefs and 
all public places in lolemn ftate, with perfons walking before him, and 
crouds of people following after him. In the Church he can led to be 
ereded a Throne higher than ordinary, and a place which he called s/- 
cretum, after the manner of Civil Magirtrates, who in the inner part of 
the Prptorium had a place railed in, with Curtains hung before it, where 
they fate to hear Caules. He was wont to clap his hand upon his 
thigh, and to itamp with his feet upon the Bench, frowning upon, and 
reproaching thole, who did not Theatrically lliout and make a’node 
while he was difeourfing to them, wherein he ufed alio to relied upon his 
predeceifors and the molt eminent perfons that had been before him, with 

all 
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all imaginable fcorn and petulancy, magnifying himfelf as tar beyond 
them. The Hymns that were ordinarily fung in honour of our Lord, 
he abolifhed as late and novel, and in Head thereof taught tome of his 
protelyted Females upon the Eafter folemnity to chaunt out tome which 
he had compoted in his own commendation , to the horrour and aHo- 
nifhment of all that heard them, procuring the Bifhops and Presbyters 
of the neighbouring parts to publilli the fame things of him in their Ser¬ 
mons to the People, tome of his Profelytes not Hacking to affirm, that 
he was an Angel come down from Heaven. All which he was to far 
from controlling, that he highly encouraged them, and heard them him- 
felf not only with patience but delight. He was moreover vehemently 
fufpefted of incontinency, maintaining yiwcuwi fubintroduced 

Women in his houfe, and tome of them perfons of exquifite beauty, con¬ 
trary to the Canons of the Church, and to the great teandal of Religion. 
And that he might not be much reproached by thofe that were, about 
him, he endeavoured to debauch his Clergy, conniving at their Vices 
and Irregularities, and corrupting others with Penfions, and whom he 
could not prevail with by evil arts, he awed by power, and his mighty 
intcrefl in the Princes and great ones of thofe parts, lb that they were 
forced with fadnels to bewail at home, what they durit not publifh and 
declare abroad. 

XVII. TO reftifie thete enormities mod of the chief Bifhops of the 
* Euftb. ib.c. £ a ji re folved to meet in a Synod at Antioch *, to whicluhey earncHly 
invited our Dionyftus. But, alas, age and infirmities had rend red him in¬ 
capable of fuch a journey, and had given him a Writ of Eafc, upon which 
account he begged to be excufed from it. But that he might not the 
wanting in what he could, he Pent Letters, wherein he declared his fenfe 
and opinion of' thofe matters, and in his EpiHle to the Church of An- 
tioeby to fhew his refentment of the thing, he not only wrote not to tnc 
Man, but gave him not fo much as the civility of a falutation. In this Sy¬ 
nod the crafty Pox hid his head, diflcmbling his fentiments, and pallia¬ 
ting his diforders, and confeffing and recanting what lie was not able to 
conceal, fo that for the prelent he Hill continued in his place. How he 
was afterwards difeovered and laid open, convince!, condemned and 
depofed in another Synod in that City, and Domnas fubflituted in his 
room ; how he refilled to fubmic to the lentence of the Council, and for 
fome time maintained his Hation by the power of Zenobia, a Queen in 
thofe parts, and a Jenftb Profelyte whole favour he had courted and 
obtained; and how at laH upon the Bifhops appeal he was turned out, and 
the Synodical Decree executed by the immediate order of the Kmperour 
Aareliany is without the limits of my bufinefs to enquire. 

XVIII. A little after thisfirH Synod at Antioch died our S. Denys in 
yvid.ib.c.iz. die XII year of Gallienus\ Ann. CCLXV. when he had fitten feventeen 
f ' 27 ' years Bifhop of Alexandria , dying probably the fame year and on the 
fame day with S. Gregory! haumaturgusy whole memories are accordingly 
celebrated November XVII. in the Calendar of the Roman Church. His 
memory was continued at Alexandria ( as we learn from % Epiphanius') by 
t- a Church dedicated to him, but flourifhed much more in the incompara¬ 

ble Vertues of his paH life, and thofe excellent W ritings he left behind 
him, which mainly confided of vaH numbers of LpiHles; and ’tis proba¬ 
ble all his W ritings were nothing elfe, his larger 'Drafts being written in 
the nature of Epiltles. Which were they Hill extant, in Head of thofe 

little 
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little fragments preferved by Eufebiusy befides other advantages, they 
would probably turnifh us with the moH material tranfaftions of the 
ChriHian World in thofe times, than which in thofe early Ages there was 
not a more aftivc and bufie period of the Church. 

His Writings, whereof fome Fragments only are now extant, 

Liber dc Pcenitentia ad Cononem Epi- Epiftola fuo dr Ecclefu fiu nomine 
jeopnm Hermapolitanum. ad Sixtum & Eccl. Rom. de ea- 

Libdlus de Martyrio ad Originem. dem re. 

Dc RromiJJionibns adverfus Nepotcm Ad Dionyfium Romanum de Luciano 
Lil/rii 11. Epiftola. 

Ad ^ Dionyfium Romanum adverfus Epiftola ad Hermammonem. 

Sabelliumy Libri IV. Epiftola ad Domitium & Didymum. 

Ad Timotbeum Libri de Natura. Epiftola ad Compresbyteros Alexand. 

De tent atio'.ibus Liber ad E up bran. Epiftola ad Hieracem Epifc.JEgyptiac. 
Comment arim in primam partem Ec- Epiftola de Sabbato. 

cleftaftis. Epiftola de Mortalitate. 

Epiftola ad Corneliiim Epifcopum Ro - De Exercitatione Epiftola. 

manttm. Epiftola ad Ammonem Bernenicenfent 

Epiftola adStepbanum Epifcop. Rom. Epifcopumy contra Sabellium. 

de Raptijmo. Alia ad Teleftborurn. 

Ad <S ixtum Pap am de Bapt if mo Epi- Ad Euphranorem alia. 

ft°U IIL Ad Ammonem dr Euporum Epiftola. 

Adverfus Germanum Epifc. Epiftola. Ad Bafilidem Epifcopum Pentapolit. 

Epiftola ad Fabittm AntiochU Epifc. EpiftoU plures. Ex his fupereH E- 

Epiftola ad Novatianum deScbiJmate. piHola Canonica de diverfis Ca- 

Epillola de Pcenitentia ad Fratresper pitibus. Extat Gr. L. Tom. i .Con- 

jEgyptum conftitutos. c il. 8c alibi cum Commentario 

Adgregemfuton A’exandrinum Epi- Balfamonis. 

ftola objurgatoria. EpiftoU 'Eopradh^iy feu Pafchales 

Epiftola ad Laodicenos. plurimx. 

Epiftola ad Armenios de Pcenitentia. Epiftola ad Ecclcftam Antiochenam 
Eptjlola ad Romanos %U%on*A. adverfus PaulumSamofatenum. 

Alia ad eofdem de Pace dr Pcenitent. 

Ad Confeffores Novatianos Roma. Doubtful, or rather Suppofititious 
EpiftoU III. 

Ad PhilemonemPresbyterum Roma- Epiftola ad PaulumSamofatenum Gr. 

mm de Baptifmo. L. Concil. Tom. i. 

Epiftola it idem ad Dionyfium Pres- Rcfronfioncs ad Pauli Samofateni de- 
by ter urn Rom. de Baptifmo. cem guaftiones, Gr. L. ibid. 


77;<? End of S. DIONYSIUS Alexandrinus'* Life „ 
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A Chronological 

Table. 3 01 

Ann. 
C hr. 

Roman 

Empcrours. 

Confuls . 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

l 

Angufti, 

43 

C. Julius Caelar Vyfinia- 
nus. 

L. /Emil. Paulus. 

Our Lord's Circumciflon: His 
being frefeni ed in the Temple. His 
flight into /Egypt. 

The Maffacre of the Infants at 
Bethlehem. 

The death of Herod about the 
time of the Pafsover. 

2 

44 

P. Vinicius'Nepos. 

P. Alphinius Varus. 

Archelaus declared Tetrarch of 
Judaea. 

3 

45 

L. /Elius Lamia. 

L. Servilius Geminus. 

In the beginning of this ( or ra¬ 
ther the end of the foregoing year ) 
our Lord returned out of Egypt. 

His education and abode at Na¬ 
zareth. 

4 

4 6 

Sex. 7 Elius Catus. 

C. Sentius Saturninus. 

Auguftus refifes the title of 
Lord. 

5 

47 

L. Valerius Meflala. 

Cn. Cornelius Cinna. 

Great Earthquakes hapned. 

T. iber overflows. 

An Eclipfe of the Sun , March 
28. 

6 

00 

M. EEmil. Lepidus. 

L. Arruntius Nepos. 

About this time the Jews and 
Samaritans accufed Archelaus to 
Auguftus, who banifhed him to 
Vien in France. 

7 

49 

A. Licinius Nerva. 

QjC'ec. Metellus Creticus. 


8 

5 ° 

M. Furius Camillus. 

S. Nonius Quinttiliaaius. 


9 

5 1 

Q^Sulp. Camcrinus. 

|C. Poppaeus Sabinus. 


10 

52 

P. Corn. Dolabella. 

C. Junius Silanus. 


ii 

53 

M. aEmil. Lepidus. 

T. Statilius Taurus. 

The Jews taxed by Qiurinus 
the Roman Governonr. In thofe 
days role up Judas of Galilee , 
and drew away much people af¬ 
ter him. He is flain, and his two 
Sons crucified. 

Our Lord is generally fuppofed to have been born Deem. XXV. fix days before the 
Commencement of the common *A&ra. Am. Augufti imp. XLII. For though in flridtnefs 
the XLII. year of Auguft. ended Nov. XXVII. (accounting his Reign from his entering upon 
the Triumvirate) yet feeing the civil Roman year expired not till the laft of Dcemb. it may 
be faid to extend all that time. His XLII 1 . year in common reckoning, and the firft year 
of the vulgar <JLra of our Lord Commencing fan. i. when the Romans began their year 
and the new Confuls took place. 
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Ann. Roman 
Chr. Enlpcrours. 


A Chronological 
C onfuls. 

T. Germanicus Caelar. 

\ 

C. Fonteius Capito. 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

By occafion of the Pafsover our 
Lora %oes tip with his Parents to 
Jerusalem, and there dilutes 
rvith the Rabbins in the Tem- 


ifTiberius m 

I ah i 
Aug. 19.. 


C. Silius Nepos. 

L. Munacius Plancus. 

6 

Sex. Pompeius Nepos. 
1 Sex. Apuleius Nepos. 


1 Drufus J. Caelar. 

2 C. Norbanus Flaccus. 

2 T. Suitil. Selena. 

3 L. Scribonius Libo. 

3 C. Caelius Rufus. 

4 L. Pomponius Flaccus. 

~4 Cl. Tib. Nero III. 

5 D. German. Caelar II. 

5 M. Junius Silanus. 

6 L. Norbanus Balbus. 

6 L. Valerius Meffala. 

7 M. Aurelius Cotta. 

7 Cl. Tib. Nero IV. 

8 Drufus J. Caefar II. 

8 C. Sulpicius Galba. 

9 D. Haterius Agrippa. 

9C. Afinius Pollio. 

10C. Antiftius Vetus. 

1 o Sex. Cornel. Cethegus. 
11L. Vitellius Varro. 


Auguftus felemnly makes his 
Willy and lays it up with the V e- 
ftal Virgins. 

Auguftus diesy and is interred 
with great funeral honours. Serv. 
Numerius affirms upon his Oath, 
that he /aw hint afcend into Hea- 


The Magicians and Mathema¬ 
ticians bani/hed Rome by Tibe- 


Jolephus called Caiaphas made 
High-prieft of the Jews 6; the fa¬ 
vour of Valerius Gratus the Ro¬ 
man Governour. 


A Chronologic it l 

Ann. Roman T, ~ 

Chr. Emperours. Conjnls. 

Tiber. 11 Coffus Cornel. Lentulus. 

2 5 

____12 M. Afi nius Agrippa. 

12 Cn.Cornel. Lentulus. Gaet. 

26 

13 C. Calvifius Sabinus. 


13 M. Licinius Craffus. 

14 L. Calphurnius Pifo. 

14 Ap. Junius Silanus. 

15 P. Silius Nerva. 

1 5 C.Rubelliusp 


16C. Fufius 


C. Caflius Longinus. 

1 7 M. Vinucius Quartinus. 


1 7 Tiber. Nero Caelar. V. 
1 ^ L. Ailius Sejanus. 


18 Cn. Domitius Ainobarbus. 

A. Vitellius Nepos. 

19 S«/.M.Fur.CamillusScrib, 


19 Ser. Sulpit. Galba. 


20 L. Cornelius Sylla. 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

Towards the end of this Tear 
Pontius Pilate is fent to be Pro¬ 
curator^ Judaea. 

Pilate commands the Roman 
Standards, with the Image of Ti¬ 
berius upon them, to be brought 
into the Temple, to the great offence 
of th e Jews. 

Herod Antipas putting away 
the Daughter of Aretas Kjng of 
Arabia, marries Herodias his Bro- 
ther Philip s Wife. 

Joleph our Lord's reputed Fa - 
ther is byfome faid to deceafe this 
Tear. 

John the Baptift begins to 
preach and to baptize, (probably ) 
about Mid-fummer, or as B. Ulher 
thinks, Otf ob. 19. 

Our Lord baptized Jan. 6. ha¬ 
ving compleated the 29. Tear of his 
age, and 13. days. 

His firft Pa fsover, April 6. 

His lecond Pafsover , March 
28. His cure of the Paralytic'at 
the Pool of Bethelda. His fending 
out the 1 2 Apoftles. 

John th e Baptift beheaded. 

The third Pafsover, April 14. 
’• 4000 fed with 7 loaves. Chr iff*s 
Transfiguration. The LXX. Di- 
fciples fent out. Zachaeus convcr- 
>. ted. Bartimsus cured of his blind- 
nefs. 

Lazarus raifed. Oiir Lord's 
triumphant entry into Jerulalem. 
The Lord's Supper injlituted. The 
fourth Pafsover. Our Lord ap¬ 
prehended, arraigned, crucified, A- 
pril 3. rifes again , and a/cends in¬ 
to Heaven. 

The 7 Deacons chofen. S. Ste- 
phen Jloned, Dec. 25. _ 
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Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

34 

Tiber. 20 

21 

?. Fabius Perficus. 

L. Vitellius Nepos. 

The Perfecutionfollowing .Ste¬ 
phen 1 * death. 

S. Philip** preaching at Sama¬ 
ria. His converting and baptizing 
the Eunuch. 

Peter and John return to Je- 
rufalem. 

35 

21 

22 

C. Ceftius G alius Ca- 
merinus. 

M. Servilius Rufus. 

S. Paul converted , Jan. 2 5. 

S. Peter vijits the Churches. 

Jonathan the Son of Annas 
made High-Pricfi. Many favours 
conferred upon the Jews by Vi¬ 
tellius. 

3 * 

22 

23 

QJPlautius Plautianus. 

al. Loelianus. 

Sex. Papinius Gallienus. 

Peter’* Vifion. 

Cornelius his Converfion. 

Peter accujed for his converfe 
with the Gentiles at his return to 
Jerufalcm. 

37 

23 

24 

Carigula t j 

a Mart. 1 6. * 

Cn. Acerronius Proculus. 

C. Pontius Nigrinus. 

S. Paul comes to Jerufalem, 
and after 15 days is by revela¬ 
tion commanded to depart thence. 
He goes for Tarfus. 

38 

1 

2 

C. Caefar Caligula. II. 

L. Apronius Caefianus. 

A cruel Perfecut ion rat fed a- 
gainjl the Jews at Alexandria by 
Flaccus*//* Prefect of Egypt. 

39 

1 

2 

3 

M. Aquilius Julianus. 

P. Nonius Afprenas. 

Pontius Pilate lays violent hands 
upon himfelf. 

The great increafe of the Church 
of Antioch. The Believers firjt 
called CHRIST IANS there. 

40 

3 

4 

C. Caefar Caligula III. 
Sujf. L. Gellius Publicola. 
M. Cocceius Nerva. 

Caligula commands Petronius 
to fet up his Statue in the Temple 
at Jerufalem : but at the great 
infiance of the Jews it is de¬ 
ferred. 

4 i 

4 

CUndim\ l 

auFcbr. S 

C. Caefar Caligula IV. 
Sujf. Q^Pompon.Secundus 
Cn. Sentius Saturnus. 

& James the Great, the Apofile, 
beheaded by the command of Herod. 
Peter delivered out of Prifon. 

4 5 

1 

; Tib. Claudius Imp. II. 
>jC.Licinius Caecina Largus 

Barnabas and Paul fet forward 
in their pretc hing of the Gojpel. 
They plant the Chrifiian Taith 
;. in Seleucia , Cyprus , and other 
places. 

* 
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Ann. 
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Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

43 

Claud it. 2 

3 

T. Claudius Imp. III. 

L. Vitellius II. 

Claudius abrogates many of the 
Roman Fejtivals. 

Elion is made High-priejl of 
the Jews in the room 0/’Matthias 
the Son of Ananas depofed. 

44 

3 

4 

L. Q^Crifpinus II. 

T. Statilius Taurus. 

Herod dies, being immediately 
jlruck by an Angel for his pride 
and ambition. 

45 

4 

5 

M. ViciniusQuartinus. 

M. Statilius Corvinus. 

The Blejfed Virgin faid by fome 
to die this year , by others three 
years after. 

The Apofiles diff erfe t hemfelves 
to preach the Gojpel to the feveral 
Provinces of the Gentile World. 

46 

5 

6 

C. Valerius Afiaticus. 

M. Valerius Meffala. 

Paul and Barnabas preach at 
Lyftra : Paul fioned there. Their 
return to Antioch. 

47 

6 

7 , 

T. Claudius Imp. IV. 

L. Vitellius III. 

3000 of the Jews, raifing 
tumult in the Feafi of Unlea¬ 
vened Bread fiain by Ventidius 
Cumanus Procurator of Judaea. 

48 

7 

8 

A. Vitcllius pofiea Imp. 

L. Vifpanius Popiicola. 

A Council holden by the Apo¬ 
files and others at Jerufalem to 
determine the Controverfie about 
legal Rites. The Decrees of the 
Synod fent to the Churches. 

49 

8 

9 

Cn. Pompeius Galius. 

Verranius Laetus. 

Barnabas preaches the Gojpel 
/'//Cyprus: <S\ Paul in Syria, Ci¬ 
licia, &c. 

The Jews banifijed Rome by thei 
Edict of Claudius. 

50 

9 

10 

C. Antiftius Vetus. 

M.Suilli* Rufus Nerviliam 

tS’.Paul having travelled through, 
Macedonia, comes to Athens, di- 
Jptites with the Philofophers , con¬ 
verts Dionyfius the Are^pagitc,' 
and thence pajfeth to Corinth,; 
where he refides 18 months. 

5 1 

10 

11 

T. Claudius Imp. V. 

Ser. Cornelius Orfilus. 

S. Paul continues at Corinth,; 
where he meets with Aquila and 
Prifcilla not long before banijhed 
Rome by the Decree of Claudius. 
Hence he writes to the Theflalon. 


Rr 
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5 2 

11] 

12 

P. Cornelius Sylla Fauftus. 

Li. Salvius Otho Titianus. 

St Paul departs from Corinth, 
ptiffes to Ephefus thcqce to Jerufa- 
lem, and returns hack to Ephefus. 

53 

12 

*3 

D. Junius Silanus. 

QJHaterius Antoninus. 

He preaches and difpules daily in 
the School of Tyrannus, convinces 
the Jews, and converts great num¬ 
bers to the Faith. 

54 

*3 

Nero a » 
ijoa.f 1 

M. Afmius Marcellus. 

M. Acilius Aviola. 

S. Paul fights with Beads, i. e. 
Men of evil and brut i/h manners at 
Ephefus. He preaches there fiill, 
and in the parts thereabouts . 

55 

1 

2 

Nero Claudius Imp. 

L, Antiftius Vetus. 

S. PaulV departure from Ephe¬ 
fus. He paffes through Macedonia 
and Greece, and gathers contribu¬ 
tion for the Saints at Jerufalem. 

56 

2 

3 

QfV olufius Saturninus. 

P. Cornelius Scipio. 

S. Paul comes to Jerufalem, and 
is apprehended in the Temple , and 
feenred in the Cajlle . His impri- 
fonment at Caefarea, and arraign¬ 
ment before Felix tire Roman GV 
vernonr . 

57 

3 

4 

Nero Claud. Imp. II. 

L. Calpurnius Pifo. 

S. Paul kept pr if oner at Cacfa- 
rea under Felix. 

5« 

4 

___ 5 

Nero Cl. Imp. III. 

M. Valerius Meflala. 

6 1 . Paul’/ arraignment before Fe- 
flus. He is fent to Rome, where he 
arrives about the end of this* or the 
beginning of the following Tear. * 

S. Paul/ free impri fonment at 
Rome. He writes his Epifiles to 
the Ephefians, Coloffians, Philip- 
pians, to Timothy and Philemon. 

59 

5 

t 

;C. Vipfanius Poplicola. 
al. Apronianus. 

> C. Fontcius Capito. 

6c 

( 

) 

> Nero Cl. Imp. IV. 
^Coffus Cornelius Lentulus 

About the Utter end of this Tear 
S. Paul is fet at liberty , andbefore \ 
his departure out of Italy writes his i 
.Epfile to the Hebrews. j 

{ 


* The time of S. Pants being fent to Rome , depends upon Ffius his coming into/W^td 
fucceed in the room of Felix which though it cannot be precifely determined,yet plain it is. 1 ' 
that it mud be while Pa/fat (Felix his Brother, by whole mediation with the Emperor, Felix\ 
at his return had his life fpared whenaccufed by the Jews for his mal adminilfration) wad 
yet m fome favour with Nero; wherein he was declining fome time before,and from which he : 
feems wholly to have fallen upon Agrippina's death (upon whofe intereft he flood at Gourd 
w 'ho was (lain Neron. V. sim.Chr. L1X. Pallas himfelf being poifoned Neron.VIU. Au».L\ II.| 
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61 

Neronts . 7 

S 

C. Caefbnius Pa5tus. 

C. Petronius Turpilianus 
al. Sabinus. 

6*. Paul now releafed , travels 
for the propagation of the Gojpel, 
efpecially in the Wejlernparts, 
to r? jffWeaov , Clem. 

Rom.Ep.ad Corinth, p. 8. proba¬ 
bly into Spain, or Britain. 

62 

03 

8 

9 

P. Marius Celfiis. 

L. Afinius Gallus. 

Suff. Seneca Sc Trebellius. 

S. James the lefs, the Brother of 
our Lord , and Bifhop of Jerufa¬ 
lem, thrown by the Jews from the 
Temple , and knocked on the head 
with a Fullers Club. 

9 

10 

L. Mcmmius Regulus. 

Paulus Virginius Rufus. 

Simeon chofen to be S. James 
his fucceffor in the See of Jerufa¬ 
lem. 

Anianus fucceeds S. Mark in 
the Btfboprick of Alexandria. Em- 
feb. Chron. 

64 

10 

11 

C. Lecanius Baffus. 

M. Licinius Craffus Frugi. 

• Nero burns the City of Rome, 
and to wipe off the odium from 
himfelf charges it upon the ChrU 
Jliansy and raifes the Fir (I Perfe¬ 
ction agat/fi them under that 
pretext. 

6 5 

11 

12 

P. Silius Nerva. 

C. Julius Atticus Veftinus. 
Suff. Anicius Cerealis. 

* S. Peter and Paul puffer Mar¬ 
tyrdom at Rome. 

Several prodigies at Jerufalem 
forcjhew the defir Mon of that 
Church and St ate. 

66 

12 

_ 13 

C. Suetonius Paulinus. 

L. Pontius Telefmus. 

Nero refiding in Achaia, com¬ 
mits the management of the War 
againfi the Jews to Vefpafian. 

6 1 

*3 

L. Fonteius Capito. 

C. Julius Rufus. 

Vefpafian carries on the War 
with great diligence and facefs. 
Jofephus is taken pr if oner. 

68 

Galba a 7 
Jun.io.^ 1 

C. Silius Italicus. 

M. Galerius Trachalus 
Turpilianus. 

rhanaffus the Son of Samuel 
the lafi H/gh Priefi of the Jews. 


* Some of the mod learned Chronologies of the Roman Church place the Martyrdom 
of thefe two great Apoftles two years later, viz,. Ann. chr. LXVII. which if any like better, 
I will not contend, the Perfection probably extending to the laft of Nero t though it leems 
mod probable that they fhould fuffer about the beginning of it. 


Rr 2 











A Chronological Table. 


Ann. Roman 
Chr . Emperours. 

Otho \ 

a Jan. i j. J i 


EcclefiafHcal Affairs 


Wellius { Ser - Sul P itius Galba. 7 ^.II. Vefpafian being proclaimed, 
6 Jab April. 20. f xr . . „ „ _ Emperour , leaves Judsea , goes 

[Vefpaftantu'ii T. Vimus Ruhnus.*/.Crif- to Alexandria, and theme for 
|i i. JuiiK S pinianus. Rome. 


1 FI. Vefpafianus Imp. II. 


2 T. Vefpafianus Cacfar. 


2 Imp. Vefpafianus III. 

M. Cocceius Nerva, pofiea 

3 Imper. 


Simp. V efpafianus IV. 


4T. Vefpafianus Csefar. II. 
4 FI. Domitianus. ~ 


5 M. Valerius MelTalinus. 

5 hup. Vefpafianus V. 

6 T. Vefpafianus III, 

6 Imp. Vefpafianus VI. 
Tit. Vefpafianus IV. 

7 Stiff. Domitianus IV. 

7'Imp. Vefpafianus VII. 
(Tit. Vefpafianus V. 

8 Stiff. Domitianus V. 


Titus remanded by Vefpafian 
to profecute the Jewilh War. 

Jerufalem befieged,takenjacked, 
and burnt. 

iiooooo of the Jews perifb, 
97000 taken prifoners . 

The Jewifh Nobility, and the 
Jpoils of the Temple carried in 
triumph to Rome. 
a S. Bartholomew the Apoftle 
faid to be martyred this, by others, 
the following Tear. 

Ebion, fo called from an affe- 
tied pover y , born at Cocaba a 
Village in Bal'd nit is, and Cerin- 
tiius noted Heretics, begin more 
openly tojheiv ihemfelves about this 
time . 

S. Thomas Jlain at Maliapor 
in India. 

S. Martialis at Ravenna in 
Italy. 

The lajl Cenfe made at Rome: 
feveral very aged perfons then no¬ 
ted, mentioned by Pliny, lib. 7. c. 
49 - V l Pfyi»g the great Age of fe¬ 
ver al Ecclefiajlic perfons of thofe 
times. 

The Temple of Peace dedicated 
by V efpafian, and the Jewifh Jpoils 
laid up in it. . 


A Chronological 


Ann. Roman 
Chr. Emperours. 

Vejpafiani 


Simp. Vefpafianus VIII. 
77 Tit. Vefpafianus VI. 

9 Stiff. Domitianus VI. 

9 L. Ceionius Commodus 
7 ° Verus. 

__C. Cornelius Prifcus. 

1 o Imp. Vefpafianus IX. 

79 Titus 

_ J un,2 4 ’S Tit. Vefpafianus VII. 

80 1 Titus VeipaC Imp. VIII. 

_ 2 FI. Domitianus VII. 

2 M. Plautius Sylvanus. 

81 n . X, ^ 
uomit.al 

_ Sept* 1 3.5 1 M. Annius Verus Pollio. 

1 Domitianus Imp. VIII. 

82 

_ _ 2 T. Flavius Sabinus. J 

2 Imp. Domitianus IX. 

83 

_ 3 T. Virginius Rufus II. 

3 Imp. Domitianus X. 

84 

_4 Ap. Junius Sa binus. 

4 Imp. Domitianus XI. 

85 

__5 T . Aurelius F ulvus. 

5 Imp. Domitianus XII. 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs; 

Linus B/ffop of the Church of 
the Gentile Chrijtians at Rome 
fuffers Martyrdom , having fate 
12 years, 4 months, and 12 days: 
though others allow but 11 years, 
2 months, and 2 J days. 

Antipas a faithful Martyr fain 
at Pergamus. Onuplir. by others 
referred to Ann. 9 3. 

A great eruption of Vefuvius ; 
in the over-curious fearch whereof 
Pliny the Elder periled the fol¬ 
lowing year. 

• Titus commands Jofephus his 
Hijlory of the Jewifh War to be 
laid up in the Library at Rome. 


Domitian ban iff es the Philo- 
fophers out of Rome and Italy, 
andfeverely ptmiffes the incell of 
the Veftal Virgins. J 


Anianus S. MarkV fiicceffor 
in the Biffoprick of Alexandria, 
dies , and is fuccceded by Avi- 
lius._ 


6ISer. Cornelius Dolabella. 
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Chr. 1 
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Confttls. 

Ecclefiafticai Affairs. 

i 

lomit. 6 1 

7 1 

mp. Domitianus XIII. 

L Volufius Saturninus. j 

Domitian affurnes divine ho~ 
nours, commanding him/elf to be 
(Hied Lord and God. 

88 

V 

imp. Domitianus XIV. 

VI. Minucius Rufus. 


Cn 

OO 

8' 

9 

T. Aurelius Fulvius. 

A Sempronius Atratinus. 

Philofophers and Mathematici¬ 
ans again banifloed out of Rome. 

90 

9 

10 

Imp. Domitianus XV. 

M. Cocceius Nerva II. 

Apollonius Tyanasus tfte fa¬ 
mous Magician , fet up by the 
Gentiles as Rival to oar Saviour, 
is brought before Domitian, fle&s 
tricks of Magic . and is faid im¬ 
mediately to vanijb out of his 
fight. 

The Second Perfecution. 

9 1 

10 

11 

M. Ulpius Trajanus. 

M. Acilius Glabrio. 

* Cletus Bijhop of Rome mar¬ 
tyred this ( if not rather the fore¬ 
going ) year , April 26. he is fuc- 
ceeded by Clemens, May 16. 

9 2 

11 

12 

Imp. Domitianus XVI. 

A. Volufius SaturninusII. 

About this time S. John isfup- 
pofed to be fent by the Proconful 
of Afia to Rome, and by Dorai- 
tian to have been put into a Tej/el 
of hot Oi/ and then bani/hed into 
Patmos. 

93 

1 < 

: Sex. Pompeius Collega. 

\ Cornelius Prilcus. 


9 - 

1 • 

1 

i< 

} L. Nonius Afprenas Tor- 
quatus. 

\ M. Arricinius Clemens. 

S. John mites his Book of Re¬ 
velations. 

Jofephus fnijhes his Book of 
Jewifh Antiquities. 

9 

1. 

5 

1 

4Imp. Domitianus XVII. 

5 T. Flavius Clemens Mart 

FI. Clemens, Domitian’ s Cou- 
Jin-german, and Con fill with him 
this ye ary put to death for being a 
Chrijlian. His Wife FI. Domitil- 
l . la, Domitian’^ Niece, bani/hed for 
the fame caufe. 

* This Clcut-s is by the Greek j, and that with greateft probability, made the fame with 
Amcletiu , which breeds a great difference in their account of years. But becaufe the 
account of the Greeks is not fo clear and fmooth, we have chofen, in aligning the times of 
the Bithops of Rome, to follow the Writers of that Church. 
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96 

*8 g 

• t 

C. Fulvius Valens. 

C. Antiflius Vctus. 

Nerva revoking the Acls of 
Domitian, S. John is rclcafed of 
his banifoment , and returns to 
Ephefus. 

97 

1 

2 

Coc. Nerva Imp. III. 

T. Virginius Rufus III. 
Sujf. C. Cornelius Tacitus, 
hijloricus. 

S. John ( this Tear probably) 
after folemn preparation writes his 
Go/pel at the earnef rcquefl of the 
Alia n.Churches. 

98 

2 

Trajan. \ 

J Jail. 27. S 1 

Imp. Nerva IV. 

M. Ulpius Trajanus II. 

Avilius dying, Cerdo fucceeds 
in the See of Alexandria. 

S. Clemens Bijhop of Rome is 
baniffocd , and condemned to the 
Marble Quarries in the Taurica 
Cherfonefus. 


1 

C. Sofius Senecio II. 


99 

2 

A. Cornelius Palma. 


100 

2 

3 

Im. Trajanus III. 

M. Cornelius Fronto III. 

Stiff. Plinius junior. 

S. John dies, and is buried at 
Ephefus. 

S. Clemens of Rome is thrown 
into the Sea , with an Anchor tied 
about his neck , November 9. ha¬ 
ving been foie Bifoop of Rome 9 
Tears, 11 Months , and 1 2 Days. 

IOI 

3 

4 

Imp. Trajanus IV. 

Sex. Articuleius Psetus. 

Anacletus (according to the 
computation of the Church of 
Rome ) Jticceeds in that See , 
April 3. 

102 

4 

5 

C. Sofius Senecio III. 

L. Licinius Sura. 


io 3 

5 

6 

Imp. Trajanus V. 

L. Appius Maximus. 

Elxai a falfe Prophet , Author 
of a new Sett, arifes. Epiph. Hae- 
ref. 19. 


6 

L. Licinius Sura II. 


104 

7 

P. Neratius Marcellus. 
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IQ 5 

Trajani. 7 

8 

T. Julius Candidas. 

A. Julius Quadratus. 

Barfmmis Bifhop of EdelTa 
fuffers Martyrdom ; others place 
tt 7 Ann. 109. 

106 

8 

9 

L. Ceionius Coipmodus 
Verus. 

L. Tullius Cerealis. 

The Greek Menology men¬ 
tions 11000 Chriflian Soldiers 
banifhed by Trajan into Armenia, 
and that 10000 of them were cru¬ 
cified upon Mount Ararat. 

107 

9 

10 

C. Sofius Senecio IV. 

L. Licinius Sura III. 

The Third Perfccution where¬ 
in Simeon Bifhop of Jerulalem is 
crucified in the 120 year of his 
age. 

Ignatius Bifhop of Antioch 
condemnedy and fent to Rome to 
be thrown to wild Beajls. 

108 

10 

11 

Ap. Annius Trebonius 
Gall us. 

M. Atilius Bradua. 

Ignatius his hones are conveyed 
back to Antioch, and there folemn- 
ly interred. 

109 

110 

11 

12 

A. Cornel. Palma II. 

C. Calvifius Tullus II. 

Onefimus S. PaulV Difciple, 
whom the Martyrologies make Bi- 
fbop of Ephefu s, f one d at Rome, 
Feb . 1 6. 

Primus made Bifhop of Alexan¬ 
dria. 

12 

*3 

Clodius Crifpinus. 

Solenus Orfilus Hafta. 

Euariftus fucceeds Anacletus 
Biffjop of Rome , though the 
Greeks, who make Cletus and 
Anacletus the fame P erf on. make 
him immediately to follow Cle¬ 
mens. 

hi 

13 

M 

: L. Calpurnius Pifb. 

i. Vettius Rufticus Bolanus. 

Juftus dying , Zacchaeus fut- 
cecds in the See of Jerulalem. 

112 

M 

_Li 

Tmp. Trajanus VI. 

| C. Julius Africanus. 
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I? 3 

Trajani 15 

16 

L. Publius Celfus. 

C. Clodius Crilpinus. 


114 

16 

*7 

Ninnius Hafta. 

P. Manlius Vopifcus. 


XI 5 

1 7 

18 

M. Valerius Meflala. 
mint at. Adrianus & 
Salinator. 

C. Popilius Car us Pedo. 

The Jews at Alexandria, and 
about Cyrene in Egypt rebels who 
are fain in great numbers . 

116 

18 

*9 

iEmilius iElianus. 

L. Antiftius Vetus. 

Papias Bifhop of Hierapolis 

fets on foot the Millenarian Do- 
Brine. 

117 

*9 

20 

Adrtams i 
ab Aug. 9. * 1 

Quin&ius Niger. 

T.Vipfanius Apronianus. 


118 

1 

2 

Imp. Adrianus II. 

T. Claudius Fuicus. 

The Fourth Perfection ratfed 
againfi the Chrifians t re* inferring 
that which had been Jet on foot by 
Trajan, J 

IJ 9 

2 

3 

Imp. Adrianus III. 

Qt Junius Rufticus. 

Pope Evariftus martyred. He 
fate 9 Tears, 3 Months. 10 Days. 

He was fucceeded by Alexander 4 

Roman. 

Juftus made Bifhop of Alexan¬ 
dria. 

120 

121 

122 

3 

4 

4 

5 

5 

6 

L. Catilius Severus. 

T. Aurelius Vubmsypojlea 
Imp. Antoninus. 

M. Annius Verus II. 

L. Augur. 

M. Acilius Aviola. 

Corellius Panla. 

The Chriftians feverely profe- 
cuted at Rome, whereof many 
Martyrs, and more driven to hide 
themfelves in the Crypt* and Cce- 
meteria under ground . 

A great tumult at Alexandria 
about the Idol Apis found there . 

The Perfection rages in Alia, 
under the Government of Arrius 
Antoninus the Proconful. 


Sf 
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Ann. 
Chr. 

123 

Roman 

Emperours. 

Conftils. 

Ecclefiaftical A Hairs. 

Adr iani 6 

7 

Q^Arrius Plotinus. 

C. Vcntidius Apronianus. 

Adrian comes to Athens, and' 
is initiated in the Eleufiniari my- 
Jleries, 

Quadratus Bifbop of Athens, 
and Ariftides prefcnt Apologies to 
the Emperour in behalf of the 
Chriftians. 

124 

7 

8 

M. Acilius Glabrio. 

C. Bellicius Torquatus. 

Serenius Granianus writes to 
the Emperour in favour of the 
Chriftians, by ivhofe Refcript to 
M. Fundanus Proconful 0/ Alia 
( Granianus his fuccejfor J the pro¬ 
ceedings again ft them are miti¬ 
gated. 

125 

8 

9 

P. Cornelius Scipio 
Afiaticus II. 

Q^Vettius Aquilinus. 


126 

9 

10 

V efproni 9 Candid 9 V er 9 II. 
Ambiguus Bibulus. 
al. M. Loll. Pedius. 

Ck Jun. Lepidus. 

Adrian re-viftts Athens ,finifhes 
and dedicates the Temple of Ju¬ 
piter Olympius, and an Altar to 
himfelf. 

127 

10 

11 

Gallicailus. 

C. Caelius Titianus. 


128 

11 

12 

L. Nonius Afprenas 
Torquatus. 

M. Annius Libo. 

Aquihi, a Kjnfman of the Em¬ 
perours, jirft turns Chriftian , then 
apoftatizingto Judaifin, tranftates 
the Old Teftament into Greek. 

129 

12 

_ *_3 

Q. JuventiusCelfus. 

Julius Balbus. 


13c 

12 

Fabius Catullinus. 

i M. Flavius Aper. 

Alius Adriauus having repai¬ 
red Jerulalcm, calls it after his 
own name , Alia. 

The Martyrdom of Alexander 
B if hop of Rome, after he had fate 
10 Tears , 5 Months, 20 Days , to 
whom fucceeded Sixtus a Roman. 

-—l 
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Attn. 

Chr. 

Roman 

Emperours. 

Con fils. 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

* 3 * 

Adri- 14 
ani. 

*5 

Ser. O&avius Laenas Pon- 
tianus; 

M. Antoninus Rufinus. 

Hymenaeus made Bifljop of A- 
lexandria, being the ftxth B/fhop of 
that See. 

132 

*5 

16 

Sentius Augurinus. 

Arrius Severianus. 

The Jews rebel again ft the Ro¬ 
mans under the conduit of Barcho- 
cliab an Impoftor. 

Juftin Martyr converted to 
Chriftianily about this time , or it 
may be, the following Tear. 

133 

16 

1 1 

Hiberus. 

Jul. Silanus Sifenna. 

The Jews difterfed and over¬ 
come by the prudent Arts of Ju¬ 
lius Severus the Roman Gene¬ 
ral, though not fully fupprejfed till 
the following Tear , when Barcho- 
chab wus executed. 

*34 

*7 

18 

C. Julius Servilius 

Urfus Severianus. 
C.Vibius Juventius Verus. 

Bafilides the Haerefiarch makes 
himfelf famous at Alexandria. 

*35 

136 

18 

19 

Pompeianus Lupercus. 

L.JuniusAtticus Acilianus 

Marcus, the fir ft of the Gentile 
Converts, made Bifhop of Jerufa- 
lem, all hitherto having been of the 
Circumcifion. 

19 

20 

L. Ceionius Commodus 1 
Verus. 

Sex. Vetulenus Pompeia¬ 
nus. 

Getulius , Amantius , Cerea- 
lis, and fever al others fuffer Mar¬ 
tyrdom. 

i 37 

20 

21 

L. Alius Verus Cselar II. 

P. Caelius Ealbinus 
Vibullius Pius. 

Phlegon the Trallian, former¬ 
ly fervant to the Emperour Adri¬ 
an here ends his Book of Olympi¬ 
ads. Olym. 229. An. 1. 

« 3 * 

21 

Antoninus 
Pius Jul. 10 
1 

Sulpicius Camerinus. 

QuinT. Niger Magnus. 


*39 

1 

2 

Imp. Antoninus Pius II. 

Bruttius Praelens. 


Sf 2 
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Ann\ 
Chr. 1 1 

Roman 

imperours. 

Confttls. 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

I 

140 

intonini 2 ] 

?] 

mp. Anton. Pius III. 

VI. Aurelius C&far. 

Vpon Sixtus his Martyrdom 
Telefphorus is chojen Bifbop of 
[lome, according to the Roman 
account. 

J. Martyr prefents his frjl ( u- 
fuatly put fecond J Apology for the 
Chnjlians. 

141 

3 

4 

VI. Peducaeus Syloga 
Prifcinus. 

T. Hoenius Severus. 


142 

4 

5 

L. Cufpius Rufinus. 

L. Statius Quadratus. 

About this time the mofi ! ahfurd 
and fen/lefs Heretics , the Opliitae, 
Cainit#, and Sethiani arife. 

x 43 

5 

6 

C. Bellicius Torquatus. 

T. Claudius Atticus. 
Herodes. 


144 

7 

Lollianus Avitus. 

C. Gavius Maximus. 

Eumenes or Hymenaeus Bi- 
(hop of Alexandria dies, Marcus 
the JeveHth Bifbop of that See 
fucceeds. 

Valentinus the Heretic appears. 

145 

7 

8 

Imp. Anton. Pius IV. 

!M. Aurelius Cselar II. 


14^ 

_- 

( 

i Sex. Erucius Clarus II. 

) Cn. Claudius Severus. 

Marcion after his frequent re¬ 
cantations , again lapjes into He- 
refic, which he propagates more in - 
dnfirionfly than before. 

h: 

( 

1 

i< 

Valerius Largus. 

3 M. Valerius Meffalinus. 


141 

i< 

3 

1 

d C. Bellicius Torquatus II. 

1 M. Salvius Julianus II. 


14 

1 

9 

1 

1 Ser. Cornelius Scipio Orfi 
tus. 

2^ Nonius Prifcus. 

i- 

Celadion fucceeds as the eighth 
Bifljop of Alexandria. 


A Chronological Table. 3 1 7I 


Ann. 

Chr. 

Roman 

Emperours. 

Con fils. 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

x 5 ° 

Anton. 12 
Pit. 

x 3 

Romulus Gallicanus. 

Antiftius Vetus. 


X 5 X 

1 3 

14 

Sex. Quin&ilius Gordianus* 

Sex. Quinft. Maximus. 


152 

x 4 

x 5 

Sex. Acilius Glabrio. 

C. Valerius Omollus Va- 
rianus. 

Pope Telefphorus martyred , 
having fate 11 Tears, 9 Months , 

3 days. Petav. &c. 

_ Hyginus fucceeds. 


x 5 

16 

Brutius Praefens II. 

M. Antinous Rufinus. 


* 54 

16 

x 7 

L. Aurelius Caefar. 

Sextilius Lateranus. 

* Anicetus according to the ac¬ 
count of the Greeks fucceeds about 
this time in the See of Rome, not 
long after which S. Polycarp 
comes thither: and this no doubt 
much truer than the computation 
of the Church of Rome. 

M 5 

x 7 

18 

C. Julius Severus. 

M. Rufinus Sabinianus. 


156 

18 

_ 

Plautius Sylvanus. 

Sentius Augurinus. 

Pope Hygynus martyred , after 
he had fit ten four Tears , wanting 
two days , to whom Pius fucceeds. 
Petav. Ricciol. Briet. &c. 

1 $7 

1 9 

20 

Barbatus. 

Regulus. 


158 

20 

21 

Qi.Fl. Tertullus. 

Licinius Sacerdos. 


1 59 

21 

22 

Plautius Quinttillus. 

Statius Prilcus. 



* In the Catalogue of the Bifhops of Rome, recorded by Oft atm and S. Auguflln, Anlcetm 
it fee before Pim : according to which account Amcetm his fucceflion in that See, and 
confequently Polycarf s coming to Rome , muft be placed fifteen Years fooner. See die life 
of S. Polycarp, Num. IV. p. 11 S'. 








A Chronological 


Ann. Roman 
C 'hr. Emperours. 


\ftri! \ ^ Sofius Frifcus. 


' Ecclefiaftical A flairs. 


9 Q^Cdius Apollinaris. 
9 L. J ulius Clarus. 


apologetics tc 

i o M. Aurelius Cethegus. perour for the Chrijlians 


Gervafius and Protafius under* 
go Martyrdom about this time at 
Millain. 


Melito BifJjop of Sardis, and A- 
pollinaris BtJhop.of}A\crti\)o\\spre- 
fent their Apologetics to the Em - 
per our for the Chrifuns. 


L. Sepcimius Severus II. 
i o aL T. ,Tibinus Serenus. 

11 Herennianus. 

al. C. ScoediusNatta. 

11 Claudius Maximius. 

12 Cornelius Scipio Orfitus, 


12 Claudius Severus. 

11 T. Claudius Pompeianus. 

13 Annius Trebonius Galius. 

14 L. Flaccus. 
i4Calpurnius Pifo, 

15 M. Salvius Julianus. 

15 T. VitrafiusPdiio” 


Montanus and his Accomplices 
Authors of the mew Prophecy, be¬ 
gin now more plainly to difcover 
themfelves , having craftily broa- ’ 
ched tkir errors fome Tears be¬ 
fore. 

Tatian, heretofore Juftin Mar¬ 
ty rj Scholar , becomes Author of 
the Seft , called Encratitae. 

' Eardefanes the Syrian infected 
with Va'Ientinianilm. 

Pope Anicctus crowned with 
Martyrdom , having been Bifjop 
of Rome 8 Tears, 2 Months. 7 
Days. ' ‘ 

Soter fuccecds. 

M. Aurelius his Victory over 
the Quadi and Marcomanni in 
Germany, gained by the Prayers 
of the Chrijlian Legion. 


i6|M. Flavius Apev. 









A Chronological Table. 

Roman Confuls. Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

Emperours. J _ . _ 

Soter being taken away by mar- 
i tyrdom , Eleutherus a Greek fuc- 

M.Aurel.i6. L. Aurel. Commoduslmp. ceeds in the Church of Rome. 

, Athenagoras the Chr/ftian Phi- 

lofopher of Athens is sow fuppo- 
17 Plautius Quin&illus, fed to have prefented his Apo- 

logy. 



The foregoing Tear a Perfrcu- 
1 7 Vettius Rufus- tion raged horribly in France, 

wherein beftdes many others sited 
Pothinus Bijbop of Lyons, to 
x 8 Cornelias Scipio Orfitus. whom fucceeded Ircnaeus, the Tear 
following. 

iS Imp. L. Aurelius Commo- The Cataphrygian Merejie 
dus II. greatly prevails . 

19 Vefpronius Candidus 


I i9Bruttius PrsefensII 

x8o Commodus Z 

laMart. 1 6.\ Sex. Quinttilius Co 


Julianus created Bifhop of Ale- 
:tius Praefens II. xandria. 

Pantaenus a Chrifiian Philofo- 
Quin£tilius Cordianus. pher opens the Catechetic School at 
Alexandria. 


1 Imp. Commodus III. 

2 Antiftius Burrhus. 


2 Petronius Mamertinus. 


3|Trebellius Rufus. 


3 Imp. Commodus IV. 


The Perfection 
I Chriflians much abated. 


Theodotion of Pontus, frfi a 
Marcionite , then a Jew, trun- 
fat es the Old Teftament into 
Greek. 

The Temple of Serapis at Ale¬ 
xandria burnt down. 


4M. Aufidius Vi&orinus. 

4M. Eggius Marullus f 
Marcellus. 

M. Papirius iElianus. 


Commodus introduces the wor¬ 
ship of Ifisf formerly prohibited ) 
into Rome. 
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Ann. 

Chr. 

Roman 

Emperours. 

Confuls. 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

i8 5 

Commodi 5 

6 

Triarius Maternus. 

M.AtiliusMetilius Bradua. 


186 

6 

7 

Imp. Commodus V, 

M. Acilius Glabrio. 

About this time Lucius a Prince 
of Britain is faid to have fent 
Letters to Pope Eleutherius to 
furniffj him with Preachers to 
publijh the Chrifiian Faith in thefe 
parts. 

Origen born. 

187 

7 

8 

Tullius fen Clodius. 
Crilpiflus. 

Papirius iElianus. 

Apollonius a great Phi lofo¬ 
pher, and ( as 8. Hierom affirms) 
a Senator, pleads his own, and the 
caufe of the Chrifiian Religion 
before the Senate, for which he fof¬ 
fers Martyrdom. 

188 

8 

9 

C. Allius Fufcianus. 

Duillius Silanus. 

The Capitol burnt by Light¬ 
ning, which defroyed the adjacent 
Buildings , effect ally the famous 
Libraries. 

189 

190 

191 

9 

JO 

Junius Silanus. 

Q^Servilius Silanus. 

Demetrius ordained Bifhop of 
Alexandria, who fate 43 Tears. 

Serapion made Bifjop of An¬ 
tioch, this, or as others , the fol¬ 
lowing Tear. 

10 

XI 

Imp. Commodus VI. 

Petronius Septimianus. 

Commodus will have hir.flf 
accounted Hercules, the Sou of 
Jupiter , and accordingly habiis 
himfelf' 7 with other extravagant 
injlances of folly. 

11 

12 

Cafiius Apronianus. 

M. Attilius Metilius 
Bradua II. 

Julian 4 Senator, and many 0- 
thers faid to be martyred about 
this time. 

192 

12 

I? 

Imp. Commodus VII. 

P. Helvius Pertinax. 

Pope Eleutherius having fate 

1 5 Tears and 2 3 Days, dies ; in 
whofe room Victor an African fuc- 
ceeds. 
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Ann. 

Cl. hr. 

Roman 

Emperours. 

Con fils. 

Eccleftaffical Affairs. 

200 

Seven 7 

8 

Tib. Claudius Severus. 

C. Aufidius Vidorinus. 

The Chrijlians at Rome fe¬ 
ver cly treated by ■ Plautianus Pre¬ 
fed of the City, and in Afric by 
Saturninus the Proconful. 

Tertullian writes his Apologe¬ 
tic either this , or the following 
Tear. 

201 

8 

9 

L. Annius Fabianus. 

M. Nonius Mucianus. 

Pope V idor after 9 Tears, and 

2 Months, being martyred , leaves 
the place to Zephyrinus. 

'Iertullian prefents his Dif- 
courfe to the Prefident Scapula. 

202 

9 

10 

Imp. Severus III, 

Imp. Antoninus Caracalla. 

The Sixth Pet fecution j where¬ 
in Leonidas, Origen s Pat her fuf- 
fers Martyrdom at Alexandria: 
Ircnasus at Lyons in France. 

203 

10 

11 

P. Septimius Gcta. 

L.Scptimius Plautianus. 

Origen a very Tottth fets up a 
Grammar School at Alexandria, 
and becomes famous. 

At 18 Tears of Age he is pre¬ 
ferred by Demetrius the B/Jhop to 
be Jnflruclor of the Catechumens . 

204 

11 

J 

L. Fabius Chilo Septimius. 

M. Annius Libo. 

The Secular Games celebrated at 
Rome, upon which occajion , proba¬ 
bly, Tertullian wrote his Book De 
Spedaculis, and it may he, that 
De Idololatria. 

205 

12 

*3 

Imp. Antoninus 

Caracalla II. 

P. Septimius Geta 

Caelar. 


20 6 

*4 

M.Nummi 9 Anni 9 Albinus. 

Fulvius Aimilianus. 

Origen makes the famous at¬ 
tempt upon himfelf, in making 
himfelf an Eunuch. 
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Ann. 
C hr. 

Roman 

Empcrours. 

Confuls, 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

207 

Severt 14 

*5 

M. Flavius A per. 

Q'.Allius Maximus. 

lertullian writes Againfl the 
Marcionites; and his Book De 
Pallio , and was then (probably ) 
made Presbyter of Carthage. 

About this time Minucius Fe¬ 
lix is ftppofed to pabltffj his Dia¬ 
logue called O&avius. 

208 

M 

16 

Imp. Antoninus 

Caracalla III. 

P. Septimius Geta 

Cselar. II. 


209 

16 

*7 

T. Claudius Pompeianus. 

Lollianus Avitus. 


210 

1 7 

18 

M. Acilius Fauftinus. 

C. Ciclunius Macer 
Riiiiiiianiis. 


211 

18 

Antoninus > 
Car.u ilia > I 

<t 4 Febr. \ 

Qi Epidius Rufus Lollia 
nus Gentian us. 

Pomponius Baffus. 


212 

1 

2 

M. Pompeius Afper. 

P. Afper. 

Alexander a Cappadocian 
Bifhop , made Bifhop of Jerufa- 
lem. 

213 

2 

3 . 

Imp. Caracalla IV. 

P. Caelius Balhinus. 


214 ] 

3 

4 

Silius Melfala. 

Q^Aquilius Sabinus. 

A difputation held at Rome 
between Cains and Proclus one of 
Montanus his Difciples , where¬ 
upon Pope Zephyrin excluded Pro¬ 
clus and Tertjullian communion 
with the Church of Rome, which 
occaftoned Tertullian’j farting a- 
fide to Montanus his Party. 
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1 

Roman 

Emperours 

Confab. 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

21 5 

Antonins 1 

Aimilius Lgetus. 

Anicius Cercalis. 

lertullian writes againfl the 
Orthodoxy againfl whom he in¬ 
veighs under tho name of Ply- 
chici. 

216 

6 

Qi. Aquilius Sabinus II. 

Sex. Corn. Anulinus. 


217 

6 

7 

Mimnits & 'i 

Diiditm. F. S. ^ 

.i lo. April. \ 

Bruttius Prccfens. 

Extricatus. 

A Greek Tranflation of the 
Bibley called the Fifth Edition, 
found in a Hog floe ad at Jericho, 
infer ted by Origcn into his OCta- 
pla. 

218 

2 

Antoninus 7 
Eligabahis S. j 

1 7 . Jiitl. ^ 

Anton. Diadumenus 

Coefar. 

Advcntus. 


219 

1 

2 

Imp. Elagabalus II. 

Licinius Sacerdos. 

Pope Zephyrin dies. He fate 

2 2 Tears, and fo many days. Suc¬ 

ceeded by Califtus. 

220 

221 

2 

3 

Imp. Elagabalus III* 

M. Aurelius Eutychianus 
Comazon. 

Julius Africanus a famous Chri- 
ftian Writer, jent upon an Embaffie 
to the Emperour, for the rebuilding 
tj/Nicopolis ( anciently Emmaus ) 
a City in Paleftin. 

3' 

4 < 

4 nnius Gratus. 

Claudius Seleucus. 


2:: 2 , 

41 

Utxindir 7 
dam. C | ] 

Martii 6.\ 

[mp. Elagabalus IY. 

VI. Aurelius Severus ( 

Alexander C&far. 

Hyppolytus Bifhop of Portus 
r ompofes his Pafchal Canon. 
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Ann.l 
Chr. I 

Roman 

Smperours. 

C onfals. 

Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

2 

22} 

ilexandri 

11 

2] 

Aaximus. 

’apirius iElianus. 

Among the famous Men of this 
Hme was Ulpian the Lawyer, who 
collelted all the Imperial Edibls 
formerly publifhed againfi the Chri - 
(Hans. 

224 

2 

3 

Claudius Julianus. 

Claudius Crifpinus. 

The Chrijlians cruelly perfect 
ted at Rome at the infligation of 
Ulpian the great Lawyer. 

Pope Calliftus martyred , af¬ 
ter he had fate 5 Tears, 1 Month , 
12 Days. Urban chofen in his 
room. 

225 

3 

_ 4 

L. Turpilius Dexter. 

M. Matcius Rufus. 


226 

4 

5 

Imp. Alexander II. 

C. Quin&ilius Marcellus. 


227 

t 

- 

;D. Caelius Balbinus II. 

M. Clodius Pupienus 
> Maximus. 

Hippolytus BiJJjop of Portusj 
fuffers Martyrdom. 

22? 

> Vettius Modeftus. 

7 Probus. 

On gen ordained Presbyter by 
Alexa: der Bifljop of Jerufalem, 
and Theoftiftus of Ceslarea. 

22< 

? 

7 Imp. Alexander III. 

8 Dio Caflius hifioricus. 

The Sixth Greek Edition found 
at Nicopolis. 

r 

0 

8 Calpurnius Agricola. 

9 Clementinus. 

Origen profeented 7 and Syno- 
dically condemned by Demetrius 
Bijbopof Alexandria. 


1 
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\A.vn 

Chr. 

Roman 

Emperour 

Con fils. 

1 Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

231 

Alexandra 

1 C 

; Pi Claudius Pompcianus. 

Felicianus. 

Origen refigns up hh Catcche- 
t,c M>oolto his Scholar Ueraclas, 
who ts foon after chofen Bilbao of 

Alexandria. 

Pope Urban beheaded. 1 A is 
Jucceedcdby Pontianus. 

232 

1 C 

I 

Julius Lupus. 

Maximus. . 

Origen departs from Alexan¬ 
dria, and fixes his refidence at 
Cadarea in Paleftin. 

Plotinus becomes Ammonias 
his Scholar at Alexandria. 


I 

Maximus II. 

- — 

2 33 

12 

Ovinius Patemus. 

* 


12 

Maximus III. 

—--— 

2 34 

*3 

Urbanus. 

Pontianus Bifljop of Rome ba- 
niffjed into Sardinia. 

2 S 5 

1 3 
M 

'axhilnus \ 

18 Miirtii i 1 

L. Catilius Severus. 

L. Ragonius Urinatius 
Quintianus. 

Maximinus raifes the Seventh 
Pcrlecution againfi the Chr,fl¬ 
ans. J 

Origen writes bis exhortation to 1 
Martyrdom. 

Pope Pontianus fuffers Mar¬ 
tyrdom in Sardinia. 

A Uterus fuccecds in'the Chair. 

2''/' 

\] 

2 < 

Imp. Maximinus. 

C. Julius Africanus. 

Antcrus fcarce having pojfejfed 
his place one Month , is fain J and 
Fabian elected in his room. 


2 1 

? 3 { 

■i-ns - I 

M. ii 26. \ 

- Titius Perpetuus. 


~Vr 

v. Ovinius Rufticus 
Coiiiclianus. 



J > 

r dian 2 I 

liiCiife n 1 C 
dartii. *■ 1 

A. Uipius Crinitus. 

'. Nonius Proculus 
Pontianus. 
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Ann. I Roman Con f ulSt 

Chr . Emperours.____ 

\QordUni i Imp. Gordianus. 
2 * 9 2 M. Acilius A viola. 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 


Zebinus Bifbop of Antioch 
dies ; Babylas is chofen to that 
See. 


2 Vettius Sabinus. 

$ Venuftus. 

3 Imp. Gordianus II. 


About this time Origen is 
thought to have taken his fecond 
journey to Athens, where he fini- 
fbed his Commentaries upon Eze¬ 
kiel. 


4 T .C laudius Pompeianus II. 
4 ,C. Aufidius Atticus. 


<;C. Afinius Prsetextatus. 
~ ^ C. Julius Africanus. 

243 

6 iEmilius Pappus. 

' 6 Fulvius iEmilianus. 

Philipp us") 

2 44 jtmente >i 

April. S Peregri nus._ 

i Imp. Philippus. 


Origen is fent for into Ara¬ 
bia, where he dijputes with , and 
converts Beryllus from his un- 
found and erroneous opinions . 


g jTib. Fabius Titianu s. 
2|Bruttius Prafens. 


nNummius Albinus. 


3 Imp. Philippus II. 

4 M. Philippus F. Cajfar. 


Dionyfius, one of Origen’s 
Scholars, and JucceJjors in the Sciio- 
la [^.aTYi^meoivy made BtfJjop of A- 

lexandria._ ___ 

' ~fhe Annus Millcfunus abU. 

1 C. begun this, ended >hefollowing 
Tear, and celebrated by ihe Empe- 
rotir with all imaginable folemnity 
and magnificence. _____ 


A Chronol<)[>icdl fable. 


Ann. Roman 
Chr. Emperours. 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 


\Philippi Jimp. Philippus III. 


* V) D'ci» s 


~)eciut ? 

Maio.J 1 Vettius Aquilinus. 


[ Imp. Meflius Decius. 


2 5 1 Gatins & > 
Volujianus > 
F. a Dec. 5 k 


2 5 Suralerhmis 


Cyprian chofen BiJJjop of Car¬ 
thage. 

5 M. Julius Philippus F. II. 

5 Fulvius ALmilianus II. A tumult raifed at Alexandria 

6 by an Impojlor , gives occafton to 

. . Tr . 4 ... * preliminary Perfection train(l 

1 Vettius Aquilinus. the Chrijlians there. 

The Eighth Perfecution raifed 
by Decius. 

1 Imp. Meflius Decius. S. Cyprian in retirement. 

Pope Fabian martyred. After 
. whofe deceafe a. vacancy in that 

2 Annius Maximus Gratus. See for above a Tear , Novatian 

endeavouring to thrujl himfelf 
in. 

2 Imp. Decius II. Great Schifms in the African 

3 Churches about the lap fed. 

1 i T? r ^ „ Corne hus defied Bifijop of 

QJEtrufcusDeciusF.Caefar. Rome. r J 

The Novatian Doffrines con - 

1 Imp.Trebomanus G alius II demned in a Synod of 60 Bifhops 

at Rome. * 

The Emperours renew the Per¬ 
fecution begun under Decius. 

2 C. Vibius Volufianus. A great mortality throughout the 

World. 

2 C. Vibius Volufianus II. Cornelius frfi hanijbeT^then 

3 recalled, cruelly beaten, and at UJl 


trianus ~i L I j j * 1 ‘ 

iGallit-p. j Ajr . . beheaded. 

r .a Dcc.S M. Valerius Maxim us._Lucius fucceeds him. 


1 Imp.LiciniusValerianusII Origen dies, and is buried at 

Tyre. 

Valerian the Emperour at fir(l a 

2 Im p. Gallienus. _ great Pa tron o f the C hrijlians. 

2 Imp. Valerianus III. Pope Lucius after one Tearffmd 

three Months Jujfers Martyrdom. 
Stephen a Roman chofen to be his 

3 Imp. Gallienus II. fucceffor. 


3|Imp. Gallienus II. 
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A Chronological 

[able. ! 

Ann. Roman 
Chr. Fmperours. 

Confuls. 

Hcclefiaftical A Hairs. 

Valeri.mi J 


The great contr overfie Tout 

ML Maximus. 

the re-baptizing fitch as had been 

25 6 


baptized by Heretics hotly venti- 


latcd. 

4 

M. Acilius Glabrio. 

The heats between Cyprian and 



Stephen of Rome. 



The Ninth Perlecution begun 

4 

Imp. Valcrianus IV. 

^Valerian. 
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Imp. Gallienus III. 

Sabellius confounds the Perfons 

5 

in the Trinity , and (breads his He • 



refie. 

“j 

M. Aurelius Mcmmius 

Pope Stephen (lain Aug. 2. 


F ulcus. 

which others refer to the foregoing 

»s8 

Pomponius Baflus. 

lear. Sixtus ficceeds. 

S. Cyprian beheaded at Car- 

6 

thage,Sept. 14. 

6 

Fulvius J&milianus. 

Pope Sixtus and his Deacon 

:Galliems 

<*/. Gallienus IV. 

Laurentius receive the Crown of 

2 59 cap to 

Pomponius Baflus II. 

Martyrdom. 

Voter. 

Dionyfius fucceeds in the See 

7 

al. Valcrianus jun. 

of Rome. 

7 
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Cornelius Sccularis. 

Paul of Samolata made Biffjop 
of Antioch. 


Gallienus flops the P erf cent ion 

8 

Junius Donatus. 

agatnjl the Chrtffians. 


Imp. Gallienus IV. 

Dionyfius Biffjop of Alexan¬ 

8 

dria writes to Pope I>iony/ius to 

261: 

Volufianus. 

vindicate himfelf from the foffi¬ 

9 

cios? of Sabellianimi charred upon 

_ l _ 


him. 

9 

Imp. Gallienus V. 

Aim ilia 11 attempts to make him- 

n() 2 


fclf Empcrour y and bejieges Ale¬ 



xandria, where the Chr iff tans are 

10 

App. Pompeius Fauftinus. 

reduced to great ffrait s. 

IO 

26 3! 

N T ummius Albinus. 


1 1 

Maximus Dexter. 




. 










j } 2 A Chronological 

Ann. Roman c n „r.h 

Cbr. Emperours. infills. 

Atireliani 3 M. Claudius Tacitus. 


Fcclefiaftical Affairs. 


4 Furius Placidianus. 


4 

Imp. Aurelianus II. 

' 5 

C. Julius Capitolinus. 

^ • 0 5 

Imp. Aurelianus III. 

Hack us ( 


^js.Sept.^ 1 

T. Nonius Marcellinus. 

1 

Imp. M. Cl. Tacitus II. 

Flov’unus I 

5 April 12. 5 


P/obus u 

Jul. I. > 

Fulvius AEmilianus. 

1 

Imp. Aurelius Probus. 

1 

2 

Anicius Paulinus. 


al. M. Furius Lupus. 

2 

3 

Imp. Probus II. 

3 

M. Furius Lupus 


al. Virius. 

3 

Imp. Probus III. 

9 4 

Ovinius Paternus 


al. C. Junius Tiberianu: 

.4 

0 

Junius Meflala. 

_ 5 

; Gratus. 


Zenobia Queen of the Palmy- 
rcni, 4 Jewels, And ( iffome might 
be credited ) a, Chriffian, over¬ 
come by Aurelian, and carried in 
triumph to Rome, 

Pope Felix crowned with mar¬ 
tyrdom, after he had fitten 4 Tears 
and 5 Months. His fuccejjor was 
Eutychianus a Tufcan. 


The Manichaean Herefie Jprings 
up , planted by Manes 4 Perfian, 
originally called Curbicum, the 
Author of that wild and execrable 
Sea. 

Anatolius Bijhop of Laodicea, 
eminent for his skill in Ph lofo- 
phy and Humane Learning. He 
had formerly been Colleague with 
Theotecnus Bifljop of Cafcrea in 
Palseftin. 

Cyrillus the 18 Bijhop of An¬ 
tioch. 


A Chronological 


Ann. 

Chr. 

1 Roman 
Emperours 

Conftls. 

281 

Probi 

Imp. Probus IV. 


t 

C. J unius Tiberianus. 

282 

Cam cm 
FF.Numeri-C 
mo, Carino C I 
Aug. 12. J 

Imp. Probus V. 

Pomponius Vidtorinus. 

28 3 

I 

Imp. M.'Carus. 

M. A. Carious Caelar. 

284 

2 

DiocUfta - 7 

* Si 

Sept. *7* j 

Imp. Carinus. < 

Imp. Numerianus. 

1 

285 

1 

2 

Imp. DioclefianusII. 

Ariftobulus. 

286 

2 

Maximus Junius t, 

Prifcillianus. f 

h 
d 


3 

. ai 

Vettius Aquilinus. v 

F 

287 

3 1 

4 l 

imp. Dioclefianus III. 

to 

ti 

mp. Maximiaaus e y 

Hcrculeus. C a 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 

Theonas created BiJJjop of 
the 1 5 Bijhop of that 


Eutychianus Bijhop of Rome 

ff.mytpA mi+l. 71 


The Dioclefian ALra bee 


— ______ 

* The Thebean Legion under 

__ t . . 


Dioclefian and Maximian write I 


u'lIn T ^wli- hl u feen r S t,ie m .°2 Pi-operpeii?d for the Martyrdom of the Theban Legion 

jj^aasiaa. ^ ^ 
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Chr. Emperours. J 

Dioclefiani M. Aurelius Maximus. 

288 4 

5 Pomponius J anuarius. | 

<j Annius Bafliis. 

289 

6 L. Ragonius Quin&ianus. 

6 Imp. Dioclefianus IV. 

2 9 ° 7 Imp. Maximianus 

HerculeusII. 


Ecclefiaftical Affairs. 


Tharacus, Probus, and An. 
dronicus fttffer Martyrdom at Tar- 
fus m Cilicia. 


7C. Junius Tiberiunus. 

8iCaflius Dio. 

8 Afranius Hannibalianus. 


9 M. Aur. Alclepiodotus. 
9 Imp. Dioclefianus V. 


10 Imp. Maximianus III. 

ioConftantius Chlorus 

Casfar. 

Galerius Maximianus 

11 Caster. 

11 Nummius Tulcus. 

Annius Cornelius 

12 Anulinus. 


12 Imp. Dioclefianus VI. 


1 jfconftantius Caeter II. 


Dioclefian ajfumes the title of 
Lord, challenges divine honours , 
and fttffer s himfelf to be adored as 
God. 


Caius Bifbop of Rome marty¬ 
red, April 22. 

Marcellinus a Roman fucceeds 
in the Government of that Church , 
who in the Dioclefian Perf cau¬ 
tion lap fed and facrifced to Idols , 
though recovering he died a Mar- 








